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CANEGROWERS Burdekin
Directors & Staff
Wish you a very Merry
Christmas and a safe &
happy New Year
This is the final edition of canenews for 2020, the first

edition for 2021 will be published in February

Office Closure
The Office of CANEGROWERS Burdekin will be

closed from midday
Thursday 24th December
reopening on Monday 4th January
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“It’s Just Not Cricket” – Update on WTO Dispute
with India
As you are aware, global sugar prices have been impacted for
several years by India subsidising their sugar industry.
Sometimes it feels like Australia is playing out in the field of “free
and fair trade” by ourselves, whilst our competitors watch and
laugh at us from the grandstands. It makes us pretty
cranky…………..when someone else tampers with the ball!

Well in the game of the WTO dispute with India, the match has
finally got underway after experiencing some delays with COVID19. We have at last seen some progress with the first WTO
panel hearing being held. Australia delivered its opening
statement on 8/12/2020 where Australia by all accounts made a
strong case.
For those not familiar with the World Trade Organization (WTO), it is an international body that determines international trade
rules. At the heart of the WTO is a series of multilateral agreements that set legal rules for international trade in goods, services
and intellectual property. Australia has been a Member of the WTO since its founding in 1995. The WTO performs the following
roles:

•
•
•
•

provides a forum for Members to negotiate trade rules and agreements
provides dispute resolution
monitors and reviews domestic trade policies of Members
helps developing country Members comply with WTO rules (and realise the benefits of membership).

In terms of background, on 27 February 2019, Australia requested consultations with India concerning support allegedly provided
by India in favour of producers of sugarcane and sugar (domestic support measures), as well as all export subsidies that India
allegedly provides for sugar and sugarcane (export subsidy measures). During the month of March 2019 additional countries such
as Guatemala, Brazil, Costa Rica, European Union and Thailand requested to join the consultations.
On 11 July 2019, Australia requested the establishment of a Panel which was established on 15 August 2019 and was finally
composed on 28 October 2019. COVID-19 impacted on the timing of the panel hearings and we are pleased that the first hearing
has now been held.
Relevant excerpts from Australia’s Opening Statement at the WTO’s First Substantive Meeting with the Parties and Third Parties
are as follows:
2. It gives Australia no pleasure to bring this dispute against India, a valued friend and a partner, with whom we share a
commitment to the rules-based trading system.
3. However, even close friends sometimes seek to resolve disagreements through WTO dispute settlement. Australia considers
that India's measures with respect to sugar and sugarcane are inconsistent with its WTO obligations. India's measures are
impairing the benefits that accrue to Australia under the WTO covered agreements and are harming the interests of Australia's
globally competitive sugar industry.
4. India's practice of setting floor prices for sugarcane via the Fair and Remunerative Price (FRP) and the State Advised Prices
(SAPs) – combined with its myriad of schemes that support the payment of those prices – creates a highly distorted domestic
market for both sugarcane and sugar.
5. India is the world's second largest sugar producer and now its third largest exporter.1 India's sugar exports – supported by
prohibited export subsidies – have been growing, and the increasing volume of heavily subsidised Indian sugar on the global
market is significantly distorting international trade in this commodity.2
6. India is entitled to provide some non-exempt domestic support to its sugarcane farmers, so long as that support does
not exceed 10 per cent of the total value of production in any sugar season. India has not contested that it is obliged to
ensure its non-exempt domestic support is equal to or less than de minimis.3
7. Australia has submitted evidence and calculations demonstrating that India's non-exempt domestic support for sugarcane
in the five sugar seasons from 2014–15 to 2018–19 vastly exceeded its permitted de minimis level.
8. By India's admission, the principal measures through which it maintains this level of domestic support – the FRP and the SAPs
– remain in effect today.4
Continues next page
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Update on WTO
Dispute with India
continued
18. Australia has met its burden of establishing a prima facie
case that India's non-exempt domestic support to sugarcane
violates its commitment under the Agreement on Agriculture to
not provide support in excess of de minimis.
19. Taking into account the latest official Indian data9, India's
domestic support to sugarcane as a percentage of its total
value of its production was, as my Brazilian colleague also
referred to in his comments, 115 per cent in the 2014–15
sugar season; 118 per cent in 2015–16, 113 per cent in
2016–17; 109 per cent in 2017–18, and 109 per cent again
in 2018–19.
20. If the Panel accepts Australia's calculations – or through its
own calculations finds India's level of non-exempt domestic
support exceeds 10 per cent of the value of production – then it
should uphold Australia's domestic support claims.
Source DFAT
As you can from the areas we have highlighted above, the
math shows that some rules have been well and truly flouted!
The first over has been bowled in this WTO Dispute with India,
with more overs to come. This is a game we need to win so
that Australian farmers can achieve a fairer price for their
sugar. The reality is that whilst global markets will never be
free of manipulation, we need to call it out where we see it
happening to try and put a stop to it.
Trade can be a delicate business and full credit to the
Australian Government for taking this fight up to India, who at
the end of the day, are also a key ally and one of our valued
trading partners on the global stage.
The full statement from Australia submitted for WTO Panel
Proceeding DS580 India – Measures Concerning Sugar and
Sugarcane can be located on the DFAT website.

Have your say on the
updated draft standard
conditions for new
cropping

Public consultation has reopened on the updated draft standard
conditions for new or expanded cropping and horticulture
activities in the Great Barrier Reef catchments under the Reef
protection regulations.
From 1 June 2021, new or expanded commercial cropping and
horticulture activities on five hectares or more that do not meet
the cropping history test will require an environmental authority
(permit) before the activity or any work takes place. Activities on
land between five and 100 hectares will need to meet new
standard conditions and activities on land over 100 hectares
will have tailored conditions to manage water quality risks.
Under the regulations, a cropping history is when cropping or
horticultural activities have occurred during three out of the last
10 years (with at least one of the years being in the last five
years).
The standard conditions aim to achieve ‘no net decline’ in water
quality by preventing and minimising nutrient and sediment runoff. They relate to the way the land (or features of the land) are
designed, implemented and maintained. They include soil and
erosion control measures and irrigation requirements.
Once finalised, the standard conditions will apply across the
Cape York, Wet Tropics, Burdekin, Mackay Whitsunday, Fitzroy
and Burnett Mary Reef regions. Find out more information at
www.qld.gov.au/ReefRegulations.
Written submissions must be received by 17 February 2021
and should be posted or emailed:
Post
Reef protection regulations, Office of the Great Barrier Reef
Department of Environment and Science
GPO Box 2454
Brisbane QLD 4001
Email - officeofthegbr@des.qld.gov.au
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Growers ahead of
Council’s
targets for best practice reminder to irrigators
Council’s Pest Management Officers conduct bi-weekly
accreditation
surveys of drainage, pooling and tidal water in Ayr, Home Hill,
Brandon and Alva for mosquito larvae. If larvae are present,
the officers spray the water with a larvicide, containing Bacillus
thuringiensis israelensis (Bti). Bti is a naturally occurring soil
bacterium that can effectively kill mosquito larvae present
without causing any harm to other aquatic life. This product
does not harm people, pets or the general environment. Bti is
used as a larvicide to kill mosquito larvae before they can grow
into adult mosquitoes that are able to bite people. Bti has been
used for mosquito control for many years in Australia.

Queensland’s sugarcane growers are ending the year on a
high. Nine months after hitting the milestone of 500
accreditations, a 600th cane farm business has been
independently assessed as operating at or above industry best
practice under the acclaimed Smartcane BMP program.
“This is evidence of remarkable participation and commitment
on behalf of growers and I congratulate everyone involved,”
CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan.
“Growers have driven this program to be 18 months ahead of
the targets for accreditations agreed to by industry and the
Queensland Government as part of its funding support.”
The Wet Tropics and Mackay-Whitsundays regions have
exceeded their 2022 targets for hectares accredited while the
Burdekin region is on track to do the same, meeting its 2022
target this week.
“The 600 Smartcane BMP accreditations cover more than
138,000 hectares of sugarcane farmland in Queensland,
equivalent to 35% of the area planted to cane,” Mr Galligan
said.
"They are part of the 81% of the industry engaged with the
program including growers who are working with advisers and
the program facilitators to benchmark their practices, improve
record keeping or, if needed, make changes to meet the
standards.”
Smartcane BMP is the first program to achieve recognition by
the Queensland Government as satisfying its regulatory
requirements around environmental practice for the future of
the Great Barrier Reef.

Without the presence of water, mosquito eggs cannot hatch
and larvae cannot survive. In the Burdekin, mosquito larvae
can be found when it has rained, after a tide of 3.5 metres, in
residential irrigation spillage along easements or crop irrigation
runoff into road reserves and easements.
Unfortunately, in addition to seasonal rain events and high
tides, over-irrigating contributes to larvae hatching year-round
in the Burdekin. The uniqueness of the Burdekin’s location on
a flood plain and the practice of flood irrigation contribute to the
Shire’s prime mosquito larvae habitat conditions. In certain
areas of the Shire, irrigation water that spills into easements
and road reserves becoming pooled or stagnant need to be
monitored twice a week for any larvae hatching by Officers
until evaporation occurs, and the site is dry.
Officers have been collecting larvae samples from the stagnant
irrigation water tailings and have found that the two dominant
species are Culex annulirostris and Culex quinquesfasciatus.
Light traps have been set in targeted locations in the Shire
when no rain has fallen for several months and Cx annulirostris
is again the dominant freshwater species identified.
Cx annulirostris is the main concern for residents of the
Burdekin as they carry many arborviruses, including Ross
River, Murray Valley encephalitis, Japanese encephalitis, and
dog heart worm. Flight range of these mosquitoes is from 37km from their breeding site, thus affecting the immediate area
and possibly the more populated town areas.
Officers would like to remind irrigators to be mindful of the
impacts their runoff can have on mosquito population numbers
in the Burdekin.
For further information on mosquito management please visit
Council’s
website
www.burdekin.qld.gov.au/mosquitomanagement or contact the Council’s Pest Management Team
on 47839800.

“Smartcane BMP has rigour and integrity and is a gold
standard program developed and run by industry,” Mr Galligan
said.
“The world is now looking at our sugar as a sustainable product
and we need the Queensland and Australian governments to
recognise our industry in the same light.
“It is a shame that amongst this great result government reef
report cards continue to misrepresent the efforts of growers
and fail to acknowledge the true scale of our industry’s
commitment to sustainability.”

Sample pot showing mosquito larvae
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CANEGROWERS
Queensland … taking
up the fight on all
issues affecting cane
farmers

CANEGROWERS
Burdekin members
receive a 6% discount

Executive
✓

✓

The Office of the Great Barrier Reef held the Reef 2050
Advisory Committee meeting which provided an update
on the state election, reef health and World Heritage. A
comprehensive discussion was held on the draft revised
Reef 2050 Plan and how to progress forward.
Due to COVID-19 this year’s World Association of Beet
and Cane Growers meeting is being held over a number
of virtual sessions spanning a few weeks. One meeting
was on analysts' views on market challenges and the
CANEGROWERS
CEO,
Chairman
and
Head
of Economics participated.

Electricty
✓

Participated in an Australian Energy Market Operator
(AEMO) Consumer Forum which focussed on NEM
preparations for the summer season. CANEGROWERS
reminded AEMO of the need to have a strong customer
focus in its network planning.

Water
✓

CANEGROWERS has had initial discussions with the
government’s water policy adviser in relation to the
differential price reductions proposed for irrigation water
prices during the State election, with a view to having the
full 50% price reduction proposed for horticultural crops
also applied to irrigation water used on sugarcane.

Trade
✓

✓

WTO – India: the first Panel hearing was held last week
using video links. Being a virtual meeting, it meant all
presentations made were ‘set pieces’, with little interaction
between the participants. We understand India presented
no new arguments in its defence of Australia, Brazil and
Guatemala’s claims
ASA Trade review: we have responded to an initial draft
of the report seeking more options around proposed
governance structures and funding arrangements

Member Benefits
✓

CANEGROWERS is an industry member of QFF and
through this membership growers and staff can access
Bunning’s PowerPass Trade Accounts, AutoTender’s
vehicle wholesale pricing and tendering platform, National
Salary Packaging’s salary sacrificing options and Safe Ag
Systems’ safety management software. The QFF member
portal is https://www.qff.org.au/member-portal/
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Pricing information
2020 Season Advances
Schedule
As at 30 November 2020

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun 20
16 Jul 20

70%
70%

290
290

20 Aug 20
17 Sep 20
15 Oct 20
19 Nov 20
17 Dec 20
21 Jan 21
18 Feb 21
18 Mar 21
15 Apr 21
20 May 21
17 Jun 21
July 21

70%
70%
72.5%
75%
77.5%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%
95%
97.5%
100%

288
288
311
347
353
364
387
398
410
432
444
455

Default

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun 20
16 Jul 20

65%
65%

255
255

20 Aug 20
17 Sep 20
15 Oct 20
19 Nov 20
17 Dec 20
21 Jan 21
18 Feb 21
18 Mar 21
15 Apr 21

65%
65%
70%
72.5%
75%
80%
82.5%
85%
87.5%

260
260
291
312
321
342
353
363
374

13 May 21

90%

385

17 Jun 21
July 21

95%
100%

406
427

Default

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board

Confirmed
Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation
Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page
of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also
available in the Pricing & Payments section.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 18 December 2020
Crop Year

409.98

2021 Season

393.43

2022 Season

377.26

2023 Season

363.11

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/
USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends

Estimated Wilmar 2020 Pool Prices
As at 30 November 2020
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)

Wilmar Production Risk Pool2
Wilmar Managed Pool
Wilmar US Quota Pool

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment
by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change
during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price
and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any
pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments.

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices

Indicative Price

2020 Season

1

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date and reflect the
weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin
fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11
Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not
account for any adjustments resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements. For more
information, view the latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

Estimated QSL 2020 Pool Prices
As at 27 November 2020

$449

Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)

$415
$676

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage. Allocation Account Amounts begin
the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual
premiums and costs are known.
1.

2020 Season Advances Schedule
As at 27 November 2020

Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide
added tonnage. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price
as growers. The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis.

2. Wilmar is now receiving sugar into the terminals for the 2020 Season Production Risk Pool.
Accordingly the Pool Manager now has greater flexibility around the timing of pricing this
sugar.
The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web

QSL Harvest Pool

$418

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$424

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool

$433

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$486

QSL US Quota Pool

$706

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$463

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the
QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense
of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.
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1.

Queensland farmers looking to capitalise on the
opportunities that agritourism could provide are
encouraged to attend the Farm2Plate Exchange run by
agritourism experts Regionality from 18-19 May 2021 in
the Scenic Rim. Read QFF's media statement and
register to attend HERE.

2.

The Queensland Government had an opportunity to chart
a course forward with last week's 2020-21 State Budget.
While it delivered on its election commitments, this year's
Budget was again a missed opportunity to address some
critical competitiveness and productivity issues. QFF's
Queensland Country Life column HERE.

3.

"What we recommend is that there’s a business continuity
plan at each farm so that you can prepare for
interruptions." QFF Risk Management Project Officer
Kerry Battersby spoke to Bundaberg Today about
preparing your farm for storm season. Read more HERE.

4.

Are you passionate about agriculture and the Great
Barrier Reef? Eight paid positions are available in host
organisations across the GBR catchments through the
Agriculture Extension Work Placement Program. Read the
position descriptions and find out more at webinars on 14
Dec 2020 and 12 Jan 2021 at 10.30am HERE.

5.

Remember the damage on sugarcane farms from a
tropical low in 2019? The CANEGROWERS Virtual Bus
Tour has visited growers who were flooded to see how
they've made their farms more resilient for the future with
help from a CANEGROWERS Industry Recovery Officer.
Watch the video HERE to learn more.

6.

Are you a farmer growing or producing food, fibre or
foliage in Queensland? The new Grown in Queensland
initiative has been launched to assist consumers to
identify and purchase your produce. For more information
and to get involved, click HERE.

7.

The ACCC has released its Perishable Agricultural Goods
Inquiry Report recommending the introduction of an unfair
trading practices prohibition, strengthening the small
business unfair contract term protections and the Food
and Grocery Code of Conduct. More information HERE.

8.

The Queensland Government is offering up to $1,500 to
eligible Queensland workers to assist with costs
associated with travelling to a Queensland region to take
up an agricultural job. For more information about the
scheme, click HERE.

9.

Become a biosecurity warrior and help protect Australia
from plant and animal pests and diseases. Mission
Biosecurity features Costa Georgiadis of Gardening
Australia, and provides a suite of interactive and digital
resources for you to test your biosecurity knowledge and
skills as a biosecurity champion. Details HERE.

10. Australian farmgate production is expected to be $65
billion in 2020-21 on the back of the nation’s second
largest winter crop and promising rainfall outlook. Read
ABARES'
December
quarter
2020
Agriculture
Commodities report HERE

Smartcane BMP selfassessment workshops

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP
accreditation.
Growers who have completed the selfassessment and would like to continue on to accreditation
should also contact Terry or Jasmine.
Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149
Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601

IrrigWeb workshops
Workshops will cover: setting up a farm and paddocks;
determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation
information.
You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet. Phones are
suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too
small for the initial setup. If you don’t have a laptop or tablet
please let us know so we can organise one.
Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079.
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Greg Watson

General Manager

Michelle Andrews

Finance & Admin Manager

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll Manager

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

0436 949 714
4790 3604
4790 3602

4790 3601

Published Fortnightly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Disclaimer

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au

DIRECTORS

Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Glenn Betteridge

glenn_betteridge@outlook.com

0407 169 273

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Pioneer

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Kalamia

Sue Wright

sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

