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2020 Season End

We are nearly there…..despite the wet start to the season, further wet weather interruptions in July and August and some
breakdowns, we are inching closer towards the end of the season and it is looking like the season could finish in November for all
four mills.
We have everything crossed that the announced La Nina event does not arrive until after
the harvest is done as we don’t need any further disruptions for the run home.
Wilmar have so far issued Cessation of Harvesting & Crushing notices for two of the four
mills in the Burdekin notifying of the following finish dates:

•
•

15/11/2020 - Invicta
18/11/2020 - Kalamia

Notices are yet due to be issued for Inkerman and Pioneer mills, but indicatively these are
estimated to be as follows:

•
•

24/11/2020 – Inkerman

27/11/2020 - Pioneer

Please note that all of the above the dates are subject to change should we have rain disruptions and/or mill breakdowns.
Wilmar is continuing to shift cane from Pioneer to be crushed at Invicta and this transfer combined with some good mill
performance might see Pioneer finish a day earlier potentially on 26/11/2020. A small amount of cane is also being transferred
from Inkerman to Invicta in order to assist with managing finish dates in the districts. We would like to thank Wilmar for the efforts
in transferring cane between mills as this is an important tool in managing season length in the district.

2020 Annual General Meeting

CBL conducted its AGM on 28 October 2020 whereby Chairman
Phil Marano summarised what an interesting year 2020 was for
the district with COVID-19 and reminded everyone that
agriculture was one of the important industries which kept the
state and country going.
Guest speakers for the AGM were Paul Schembri, Chairman of
QCGO and Dan Galligan, CEO of QCGO and we thanked them
for making the effort to come and spend some time in the
Burdekin district with members. Paul and Dan provided an
update on a range on industry matters and answered some good
questions from the floor.

Whilst Dan Galligan and also Matt Kealley, Manager
Membership Engagement and Innovation were in the Burdekin,
we took the opportunity to hold open forums for growers to
attend in Clare and Giru and we will do this again in early 2021. We will continue to take these forums out to members as it helps
to communicate the message to the growing community about how QCGO is structured, how it is led by local growers and what
QCGO are doing on behalf of the industry for the benefit of members.
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Sugar Industry Award update

On the 1st November the sugar industry award rates increased. Below are the new rates.
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Sugarcane's top two
issues for the new Qld
Government

While the Queensland State Election is over, the
CANEGROWERS the campaign continues for a policy
environment in which the sugarcane industry and regional
communities and economies can thrive and grow.

CANEGROWERS
Burdekin members
receive a 6% discount

“I congratulate all of the candidates at the weekend’s election
for their dedication to the state and particularly the Premier
Annastacia Palaszczuk and her ALP team on their win,”
CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri said.
“As grower representatives, we will be on the doorstep as soon
as relevant Ministers are announced and we will be ready to
work alongside the government. The Premier will need to
consider Ministerial appointments carefully to ensure regional
Queensland has a direct and effective conduit into government.
“The election of a new parliament provides the opportunity for a
fresh approach by the Palaszczuk Government.
“We’ll begin the conversation with the 8-point plan of measures
that CANEGROWERS advocated for during the campaign –
measures to remove the obstacles in the way of the sugarcane
industry and unleash its potential.”
Reef regulations
Top of the list for CANEGROWERS is the need to confront the
myths and misconceptions on which the regulation of farm
practices in Great Barrier Reef catchments in based.
“After ten years of ALP reef regulations, it is time for an urgent
review,” Mr Schembri said. “Farmers have done a lot of work to
balance the needs of water quality for the resilience of the
Great Barrier Reef with maintaining productivity and
profitability.
“The global market recognises the sustainability credentials of
our industry – we just need the Queensland Government to do
so.
“The regulatory approach is outdated and unnecessary.”
Water prices
CANEGROWERS welcomed the acknowledgement from the
Labor Party in the final week of the campaign that water costs
for irrigators are too high and need to be cut.

“The proposal to deliver cuts to water prices at two different
rates for horticulture and broadacre crops, including
sugarcane, needs to be worked through,” Mr Schembri said.
“We can’t see how the differential pricing system, with some
crops eligible for a 15% water price cut and others a 50% cut,
is going to work.
“We will be encouraging the new Queensland Government to
make good its promise but to take a simpler approach and help
all of agriculture by reducing the cost of all irrigation water by
50%.
“We are an industry producing 400,000 hectares of stored
energy each year – it’s a renewable resource with great
potential and we’re ready to talk to the government on how it
can help us realise opportunities.”
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Climate forecast with Professor Roger Stone

Here is this week’s opinion and review of relevant weather and seasonal forecast systems produced by major global agencies.
Updated information, issued Monday 2/11/20, covering seasonal climate forecasts.
La Niña has become established in the central and eastern Pacific and the sea-surface temperatures in the Coral Sea are now
above normal (an almost ‘classic La Nina’ pattern).
The model outputs below are obtained from a variety of sources without further comment, except that they are based purely on my
opinion on the capability of various weather and climate models and based on the initiating agencies verification outputs and
published manuscripts and as explained at our regional workshops.
Seasonal Forecasts - the various seasonal climate forecast models are indicating the following:
• The USQ/Qld Govt SOI phase statistically-based model for the end of October shows the SOI phase as “consistently
positive”. For this November to January period, this equates to a relatively high probability (~70 probability or higher) of
exceeding of the long-term median rainfall releative to this time of the year), especially for much of eastern Australia, southern
NT, and the Pilbara (also see the LongPaddock web site).

•

The UKMetOffice GCM is similarly forecasting above normal rainfall values (60% to 80% probability of exceeding the longterm median) through, at this stage, to April 2021.

•

For the November to January period, the BoM ‘ACCESS-S’ GCM is indicating a high probability of ‘above average’ rainfall
probability values (~80% probability of exceeding the median) “for almost all of Australia” (to use BoM’s parlance).

•

The European ECMWF GCM is indicating 70%-80% probability of exceeding median rainfall through to at least the end of
April 2021 especially for eastern Qld.

•

The Florida State University (FSU) model is showing slightly positive SOI values for the remainder of 2020 and into 2021
(and, hence, closer to ‘average’ rainfall most likely and a weak La Nina but extending into the southern hemisphere autumn of
2021).

•
•

The SOI 30-day average is plus 4.6 (+4.6) – the SOI dipped late last week but is again on the rise.
MJO information (also courtesy of BoM): the MJO is due to indirectly influence our rainfall patterns around the end of
November.

5

CANEGROWERS
Queensland … taking
up the fight on all
issues affecting cane
farmers
Executive
✓

✓

✓

The CANEGROWERS Chairman, CEO and Membership
Manager travelled to the Burdekin and met with members
on-farm
and
attended
the
CANEGROWERS
Burdekin Ltd AGM with the Chairman providing Burdekin
growers an entertaining and insightful update on the
industry which included the sugar market, water pricing
and the Queensland election. Two local grower forums
were also held to present and discuss recent
CANEGROWERS activities and outcomes.
The CANEGROWERS CEO and Membership Manager
held a video conference with SunRice and Ricegrowers
Australia to discuss their plans for the Burdekin region.
SunRice are looking to increase production of rice in the
Burdekin region which may utilise the fallow period in
cane. SunRice want to work with CANEGROWERS to
explore opportunities for sugarcane growers to
complement cane and business opportunities. Follow-up
discussions are planned over the coming months.
We participated in NFF’s Innovation Coalition meeting
which spoke on Minister Littleproud’s announcement for
DAWE to develop a National Agricultural Innovation
Policy Statement that NFF will be working closely with the
government on. Further discussions were held on the
Rural R/D corporation climate initiative and Agriculture
Innovation Australia.

Trade
✓
✓

Electricity
✓
✓

CANEGROWERS participated in a stakeholder review of
Powerlink.
Energy Queensland (EQ) is preparing for the roll out of
the new interruptible control load tariff (T34) as a primary
tariff for small businesses across its Ergon network from 1
November. During the trial period, EQ report those using
this electricity tariff had their electricity supply interrupted
on less than ten occasions each year. CANEGROWERS
is working with Ergon to understand the processes
irrigators will need to follow, should they wish to use T34
after 1 November.

✓

We participated in a seminar on sustainability in support
of the EU-Australia FTA negotiations.
The NFF Trade Committee reviewed NFF’s trade policy
which in broad terms is to support a rules based trading
system and participate in the WTO and other trade
agreements in good faith and on the premise that trade
rules will be upheld and enforced by all participants. While
there is still plenty of work to be done, the WTO rules
based system and recent trade agreements have
delivered enormous benefits for sugar. CANEGROWERS
is a firm supporter of the NFF trade policy position.
WTO processes have begun to slowly move forward in
relation to the India trade dispute. The WTO dispute
process appears to be one factor delaying India’s
announcement of further export subsidies to its 2020-21
harvest.

Water
✓

Participated in NFF Water Committee’s review of draft
response to the ACCC’s interim report on water markets.
Although the ACCC is focused on the Murray Darling
Basin, it’s recommendations are likely to have wider
implications.
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Pricing information
2020 Season Advances
Schedule
As at 30 October 2020

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun 20
16 Jul 20

70%
70%

290
290

20 Aug 20
17 Sep 20
15 Oct 20
19 Nov 20
17 Dec 20
21 Jan 21
18 Feb 21
18 Mar 21
15 Apr 21
20 May 21
17 Jun 21
July 21

70%
70%
72.5%
75%
77.5%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%
95%
97.5%
100%

288
288
311
347
358
370
393
405
416
439
451
463

Default

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun 20
16 Jul 20

65%
65%

255
255

20 Aug 20
17 Sep 20
15 Oct 20
19 Nov 20
17 Dec 20
21 Jan 21
18 Feb 21
18 Mar 21
15 Apr 21

65%
65%
70%
72.5%
75%
80%
82.5%
85%
87.5%

260
260
291
311
322
343
354
365
375

13 May 21

90%

386

17 Jun 21
July 21

95%
100%

407
429

Default

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board

Confirmed
Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation
Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page
of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also
available in the Pricing & Payments section.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 6 November 2020
Crop Year

423.55

2021 Season

391.42

2022 Season

377.38

2023 Season

364.30

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/
USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends

Estimated Wilmar 2020 Pool Prices
As at 30 October 2020
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)

Wilmar Production Risk Pool2
Wilmar Managed Pool
Wilmar US Quota Pool

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment
by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change
during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price
and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any
pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments.

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices

Indicative Price

2020 Season

1

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date and reflect the
weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin
fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11
Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not
account for any adjustments resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements. For more
information, view the latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

Estimated QSL 2020 Pool Prices
As at 16 October 2020

$465

Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)

$423
$693

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage. Allocation Account Amounts begin
the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual
premiums and costs are known.
1.

2020 Season Advances Schedule
As at 16 October 2020

Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide
added tonnage. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price
as growers. The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis.

2. Wilmar is now receiving sugar into the terminals for the 2020 Season Production Risk Pool.
Accordingly the Pool Manager now has greater flexibility around the timing of pricing this
sugar.
The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web

QSL Harvest Pool

$419

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$416

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool

$426

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$478

QSL US Quota Pool

$714

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$454

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the
QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense
of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.
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1.

Annastacia Palaszczuk has secured a third term as
Premier of Queensland following the weekend’s state
election. With more than 65 per cent of the vote counted,
the Labor leader is set to form a majority government and
is predicted to win 52 seats, to the LNP's 34. More HERE.

2.

The new Queensland Government must work alongside
industry to achieve our vision for agriculture, or we risk the
deterioration of our sector, rather than strengthening this
critical economy support structure. Read more HERE.

3.

The sector’s vision for agriculture can only be achieved by
addressing the challenges and taking advantage of the
opportunities presented, which requires strategic policy
from the new government. Read QFF’s Queensland
Country Life column HERE.

4.

On National Agriculture Day, QFF is co-hosting a
breakfast event with the Queensland Branch of Soil
Science Australia, titled ‘The Future of Queensland’s
Soils’ to celebrate the values that drive our farmers to
grow world-class food, fibre and foliage. Register
now HERE.

5.

Join the Rural Jobs and Skills Alliance, TAFE
Queensland and leading industry partners for a webinar
series offering farm information and insights in November.
Including sessions on connecting your devices to your
paddock, internet accessibility and protecting against
malicious cyber activity. Register HERE.

6.

The latest Rural Jobs and Skills Alliance e-newsletter is
now available! Read about the latest news and events
including the upcoming Agricultural Work Placement
Program and analysis of Queensland’s casual and
unskilled labour situation. Read more HERE.

7.

A 5,750ha Central Queensland pastoral farm producing
fodder and cattle could reduce their electricity bills by up
to 76 per cent by implementing the recommendations of
their QFF Energy Savers audit. Find out how HERE.

8.

Applications are now open for the 2021 Future Cotton
Leaders Program! Are you committed to the future of the
cotton industry and have an interest in developing your
leadership knowledge, skills and experience? If so, apply
today to be part of this exciting leadership program HERE

9.

The ACCC has developed a class exemption, due to
commence in early 2021, which will allow small
businesses, franchisees and fuel retailers to collectively
negotiate with their suppliers and processors, without first
having to seek approval. More information HERE

10. Twenty of Australia’s leading agriculturalists have been
awarded
prestigious
Nuffield
Australia
Farming
Scholarships for 2021. These new Scholars will research
innovative global concepts, techniques and systems that
will create positive change in their own businesses,
communities, and the broader agriculture sector. Details
HERE.

Smartcane BMP selfassessment workshops

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP
accreditation.
Growers who have completed the selfassessment and would like to continue on to accreditation
should also contact Terry or Jasmine.
Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149
Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601

IrrigWeb workshops
Workshops will cover: setting up a farm and paddocks;
determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation
information.
You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet. Phones are
suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too
small for the initial setup. If you don’t have a laptop or tablet
please let us know so we can organise one.
Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079.
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Greg Watson

General Manager

Michelle Andrews

Finance & Admin Manager

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll Manager

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

0436 949 714
4790 3604
4790 3602

4790 3601

Published Fortnightly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Disclaimer

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au

DIRECTORS

Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Glenn Betteridge

glenn_betteridge@outlook.com

0407 169 273

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Pioneer

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Kalamia

Sue Wright

sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

