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Two Down - Two to Go 
Well known farmers and contractors Gary and Ashley Stockham were asked what are their fondest memories of farming and 

Ashley’s immediate response was, …..“the first day of the crushing and then the last. You are always excited to see it start and 

then you are glad to see it end each year.”  

Gary said “the growers grow their cane and rely on us to get their crop off. That’s our primary job because they spend 12 months 

growing it and it’s our job to get it off. At the end of the year when it’s all off, everyone’s happy.” 

Well, the job has been done at Invicta and Kalamia and these growers are happy!  

Invicta finished on 15/11/2020 and Kalamia finished on 19/11/2020. That leaves Inkerman and Pioneer remaining who have been 

held back by mill performance issues and their scheduled finish dates are supposed to be 26/11/2020, but recent stoppages have 

put a question mark against this date. Wilmar advised that there is some good cane coming in and they will review the finish date 

on Monday after they see how the weekend cuts. The finish dates for these mills may need to be revised to 27/11/2020 and we 

will know more on Monday morning.  

A big shout out to thank the contractors for their hard work. They are often overlooked and underrepresented and the simple fact 

of the matter is the crush couldn’t be achieved without their exhausting commitment and patience for which we are all very 

grateful. Their beers at the end of season are well deserved for the mighty job that they do.  

Reef Regulations – More Lead in the Saddle than 
Phar Lap 

“10 stone 10 pounds is the most famous weight in pre-metric 

horse racing. 10.10 is just over 68kg. This is the weight that can 

finally slow down a champion horse and it has happened twice. 

10.10 curtailed Bernborough’s 1946 Caulfield Cup attempt and 

more famously, this monster weight beat Phar Lap in the 1931 

Melbourne Cup. Phar Lap was a big horse, bigger than average 

that is. He weighed in at just over 600kg. Therefore to win the 

1931 Melbourne Cup, Phar Lap had to carry his massive frame 

plus another 11.5% of his body weight. Can you imagine waking 

up one day and having an extra 11.5% more weight, then having 

to run 2 miles at flat stick!” Source - The Home of Racing 

This analogy is relevant to what the sugar industry confronts with reef regulations.  

One of the greatest challenges with reef regulations is that agriculture has been set up to fail when you look at the unrealistic 

targets set for nitrogen reduction under the Reef 2050 Water Quality Plan. The overall Great Barrier Reef (GBR) catchments 

target for 2050 is an 80% reduction in annual discharge of anthropogenic Dissolved Inorganic Nitrogen (DIN) (relative to 

2009).  The interim 2025 target is a 60% reduction in DIN catchment loads. You’d swear that Peter Pan and Tinkerbell had been 

engaged as consultants in setting these targets! 

Everything from a monitoring perspective has been set to work backwards from these unrealistic targets.  To achieve these 

ridiculous targets, we would need to go back in time before the First Fleet arrived as they are essentially aiming for pristine 

conditions pre-European settlement. These targets have been set to appease UNESCO and the environmental groups who lobby 

UNESCO to the place the world heritage listing of the GBR on an “in danger” list.   
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Recognition under 
Reef protection 
regulations  
CANEGROWERS’ Smartcane BMP program was one 

of the first industry accreditation programs to be 

granted recognition and is now a recognised 

accreditation program under the Reef protection 

regulations.   

Smartcane BMP aligns to the practice agricultural 

standards outlined in the regulations.  Producers 

involved in recognised programs and acknowledged 

projects will be considered a lower priority for 

compliance inspections. 

SRA Roadshow 
Sugar Research Australia are visiting sugarcane 

areas discussing their new strategy and operating 

model. 

SRA will discuss future strategy and vision and their 

strategic goals. They will discuss a proposed 

business model, plans for the approach to research 

portfolio, and how they add value through variety 

development.  

The open industry meeting is being held in the 

Burdekin on December 2, 4pm - 6pm at the Ayr 

Showgrounds Hall. 

Please RSVP to SRA’s Communication and 

Marketing Officer, Allyson Starky, via 

astarky@sugarresearch.com.au or 0408 185 138.  

RSVP attendance for these events is crucial. 

Because of COVID-19 restrictions. 

Please note that these targets have been jointly set by both the State 

and Federal Governments. Often the State Government gets the bad 

rap, but the Federal Government is also equally complicit in the current 

challenge that besets the agricultural sector.  

Each Reef region also has a 2025 reduction target as both tonnes and 

as a %.  For the Burdekin, this is a reduction by 2025 of 820 tonnes of 

DIN, which equates to a 60% reduction relative to 2009 loads. 

There are also individual catchment targets which are detailed in the 

table below (MCL means maintain current levels).  Red highlight means 

a very high priority.  You can see the Haughton catchment has the 

largest proportion of the targeted DIN reduction for the Burdekin 

region.   

At CANEGROWERS, we will not give up on our quest to achieve more 

practical reef regulations for farmers and our continued point of focus 

from a lobbying perspective is to have both State and Federal 

Governments realise that the end targets they have set for agriculture 

are simply unrealistic.  We cannot have the agriculture sector 

handicapped and weighed down by such unachievable targets. They 

have to be changed, otherwise they will be the downfall of a time-

honoured and hardworking sector that has kept the economy going 

through COVID-19 and keeps food on everyone’s table.  

Reef Regulations continued 
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Series1 Series2

Crushing stats 

7,593,250 

2020 
estimate 
7,977,319 

tonnes 

95% 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Inkerman 58,447 69,541 85,218 83,851 76,302 43,931 - 52,828 80,551 88,829 76,808 77,430 77,071 84,298 86,878 55,113 87,827 39,398 68,650 81,931 74,228 59,218

Kalamia 14,373 60,243 68,246 72,155 81,887 75,010 27,652 - 40,736 77,597 77,727 73,864 79,622 78,003 77,363 66,803 77,364 80,887 69,342 71,873 71,364 74,120 73,232

Pioneer 44,184 79,915 69,809 77,320 82,448 35,109 - 34,278 71,142 86,049 68,879 74,610 78,931 85,892 86,621 71,882 85,945 77,734 80,861 44,429 66,334 73,652

Invicta 50,292 69,938 152,212 150,339 157,274 167,584 83,125 46,251 145,144 165,951 151,708 159,444 156,915 154,714 151,947 158,463 139,992 153,606 143,708 154,167 117,578 140,224 148,807

Tonnes 64,665 232,812 369,914 377,520 400,332 401,344 189,817 46,251 272,986 395,241 404,313 378,995 388,577 388,720 399,500 398,765 344,352 408,265 330,181 375,552 315,302 354,906 354,908
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2019 12.82 13.21 13.51 13.94 13.94 13.39 14.02 14.43 14.65 14.84 14.97 15.03 15.09 15.36 15.64 15.66 15.58 15.74 15.76 15.76 15.77 15.65
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A virtual field day?  
Due to COVID-19 restrictions about holding events, the Coastal 

Farming Systems team at DAF have come up with a creative 

alternative to their annual field day.  They created a video to give 

their stakeholders a flavour of being at a real field day.  

In the video, Neil Halpin, Coastal Farming Systems team leader, 

demonstrates how minimum tillage is possible on clay soils 

through the adoption of Precision Controlled Traffic Farming 

(PCTF) techniques.  

“We have demonstrated minimum tillage on sandy soils very 

effectively, but until now many growers were wary of trying it on 

clay soils,” said Neil.    

“The secret to its success, is to ensure you have controlled traffic 

in place, as they go hand and hand.  If you don't drive on the 

ground and compact it - you don't have to do as much tillage.” 

Neil is joined by grower Mark Pressler, Hillend Farms and Brian Robotham, SCAN Consulting in the video, which is hosted on Qld 

Agriculture YouTube, or here ‘How to minimum till on clay soil’ 

Regional Development Australia calling for 
nominations 
The RDA for Townsville and North West Qld is calling for nominations for a Chairperson with applications closing Monday 23rd 

November. 

Regional Development Australia are a highly valued and respected network of volunteers and staff who drive economic 

development in the regions and provide critical intelligence back to the Australian Government about the key issues impacting 

local communities.  For more information go to https://www.rdanwq.org.au/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vpjh01-4lho&feature=youtu.be
https://www.rdanwq.org.au/
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CANEGROWERS 
Queensland … taking 
up the fight on all 
issues affecting cane 
farmers  

Electricity 
✓ The work with WePower, around a possible power 

purchase agreement, targeting a delivered power price of 

16c/kWh, is proceeding. 

✓ Ergon will be contacting the customers on the T33 trial 

that were using T33 as a primary tariff under the special 

exemption, to advise them of their tariff options, now that 

T34 is available as a primary tariff. They plan to advise 

participants that if they don’t hear from them by the end of 

November, they will be moved to Tariff 34 from 1 

December. 

Executive 
✓ CANEGROWERS participated in the Qld Department of 

Agriculture monthly Agriculture Coordination Group 

meeting where situational updates were provided on the 

Federal and State Government, economic recovery, 

Queensland’s border directions and the workforce 

availability issues. 

✓ The CANEGROWERS Chairman and CEO held a 

teleconference with South African cane growers and 

discussed how the industry is dealing with the task of 

surviving while being exposed to the volatile world sugar 

market. There are a lot of synergies between the 

challenges faced by the South African industry and the 

Australian industry as growers in both countries have only 

one major revenue source via the sugar market. 

✓ Queensland CANEGROWERS Organisation and 

Australian Cane Growers Council AGM were held around 

Queensland by bringing together various hub locations 

across the State including the participation of 

CANEGROWERS NSW. Around 50 people attended the 

meetings in this virtual format. 

Trade 
✓ CANEGROWERS briefed DFAT and consulted with NFF 

on the inclusion of sugar in the list of Australian 

commodities for which China has allegedly banned the 

import. We have seen no evidence that these rumours 

have been given effect in Chinese law and have not seen 

any specific impact on the sugar trade. With a diversified 

portfolio of export markets, China is a relatively small 

destination for Australian raw sugar. 

✓ With WTO processes slowly recommencing, we have 

provided further briefing to DFAT in anticipation of the 

next phase of the India dispute. 

✓ Discussions with T&L Sugar in preparation for the 

November round of Australia-UK FTA negotiations. 

✓ Briefing with NFF on Australia-China agricultural trade 

matters. 

CANEGROWERS 

Burdekin members 

receive a 6% discount 
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Pricing information 

Crop Year  Indicative Price 

2020 Season 445.82 

2021 Season 409.28 

2022 Season 387.24 

2023 Season 370.72 
Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/

USD exchange rates 

Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 20 November 2020 

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun 20 70% 290 

16 Jul 20 70% 290 

20 Aug 20 70% 288 

17 Sep 20 70% 288 

15 Oct 20 72.5% 311 

19 Nov 20 75% 347 

17 Dec 20 77.5% 358 

21 Jan 21 80% 370 

18 Feb 21 85% 393 

18 Mar 21 87.5% 405 

15 Apr 21 90% 416 

20 May 21 95% 439 

17 Jun 21 97.5% 451 

July 21 100% 463 

2020 Season Advances 

Schedule 

As at 30 October 2020 

 

Confirmed 

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price. 

For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation 

Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page 

of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also 

available in the Pricing & Payments section.  

Estimated Wilmar 2020 Pool Prices 

As at 30 October 2020 

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at 
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.  Allocation Account Amounts begin 

the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual 
premiums and costs are known. 

1. Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide 
added tonnage. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price 

as growers. The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis. 

2. Wilmar is now receiving sugar into the terminals for the 2020 Season Production Risk Pool. 
Accordingly the Pool Manager now has greater flexibility around the timing of pricing this 

sugar. 

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web 

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

Wilmar Production Risk Pool2  $456 

Wilmar Managed Pool 1 $423 

Wilmar US Quota Pool  $693 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the 

QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense 

of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.   

 Net pool price 
($/Tonne IPS)  

QSL Harvest Pool $420 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $420 

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool $429 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $483 

QSL US Quota Pool $718 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $460 

2020 Season Advances Schedule 

As at 30 October 2020 

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices 

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date and reflect the 

weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin 

fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 

Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not 

account for any adjustments resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements.  For more 

information, view the latest QSL Market Snapshot here. 

Estimated QSL 2020 Pool Prices 

As at 30 October 2020 

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board 

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment 

by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change 

during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price 

and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any 

pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun 20 65% 255 

16 Jul 20 65% 255 

20 Aug 20 65% 260 

17 Sep 20 65% 260 

15 Oct 20 70% 291 

19 Nov 20 72.5% 312 

17 Dec 20 75% 322 

21 Jan 21 80% 344 

18 Feb 21 82.5% 355 

18 Mar 21 85% 365 

15 Apr 21 87.5% 376 

13 May 21 90% 387 

17 Jun 21 95% 408 

July 21 100% 430 

 

https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzhJ5wQsCzAQsTjd7a9EVdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCVssUCZsSHaNfPP_5twx7P50lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISVpAwUUqen-LPbb0VBZPHTbFIzzhPPXXzP2t-EyCJtdmUVPBgY-F6lK1FJUSyOrKrKr01yR3-rEDNYGjbGX3ifEYLAUXoHBzVmaACPAnn44T4ZjttI-g7441
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1. QFF has congratulated all 18 Ministers appointed to the 
new State Cabinet and looks forward to working 
constructively with 10 key portfolios throughout the next 
term to achieve our vision for a thriving agriculture sector. 
Read QFF's media release HERE.  

2. From the Big Pineapple and Melon Festival, to dairy farms 
and wineries, to providores and farm stay 
accommodation, regional and rural Queensland is awash 
with authentic agritourism experiences. Read QFF's 
Queensland Country Life column HERE.  

3. “Our aim is not to encourage farmers to leave farming and 
become tourist operators, rather to develop agritourism 
activities that build the resilience and offering the 
agriculture sector can provide.” Read InQueensland’s 
article about QFF’s Queensland Agritourism Roadmap 
HERE.  

4. Since the start of the pandemic the agriculture industry 
has been warning state and federal governments alike of 
a coming shortage of seasonal workers. Now with the 
shortage becoming reality, industry is now telling 
governments that things will get worse before they get 
better. More from QFF industry member Growcom HERE.  

5. If you're interested in teaching about the Australian cotton 
industry in your classroom, then explore QFF industry 
member Cotton Australia’s insightful education resources. 
From lessons and units, to videos, posters and 
an education kit – they have you covered HERE.  

6. The National Harvest Virtual Jobs Fair on Thursday, 19 
November 2020 will allow job seekers, growers, 
employers and other agribusinesses to discuss job 
opportunities and career options for harvest and 
agriculture jobs across Australia. For more information 
and to register to attend, click HERE.  

7. A new electronic border pass system is now in effect for 
those wishing to enter Queensland. For agricultural 
businesses and workers, these new changes will ensure 
faster assessment and provision of border passes. For 
more information, click HERE  

8. Due to COVID-19 restrictions about holding events, the 
Coastal Farming Systems team at the Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries have come up with a creative 
alternative to their annual field day. They have created a 
video to give their stakeholders a flavour of being at a real 
field day. Check it out HERE.  

9. The Primary Industries Education Foundation Australia is 
running their their Farmer Time program in the lead up to 
National Agriculture Day on 20 November 2020 by 
providing classrooms with a glimpse into the day-to-day of 
a primary producer. For more information, click HERE.  

10. Join the Renewables in Agriculture Conference and 
Farmers for Climate Action on Wednesday, 9 December 
to hear how farmers are benefiting from renewable 
energies, as well as new research out of the US focused 
on growing crops under solar panels. Register HERE.  

Smartcane BMP self-
assessment workshops 
The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP 

accreditation.  Growers who have completed the self-

assessment and would like to continue on to accreditation 

should also contact Terry or Jasmine. 

Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149 

Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601 

 

IrrigWeb workshops 
 

Workshops will cover:  setting up a farm and paddocks; 

determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation 

information. 

You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet.  Phones are 

suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too 

small for the initial setup.  If you don’t have a laptop or tablet 

please let us know so we can organise one. 

Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079. 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/zq7xCD1jpzTXxy2SQhtOo?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/pl2jCE8krATBqYrs6dre3?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/oz7eCGvmyDuw86xu2aKiQ?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/fZRFCJypGJtxnVGTJaBoR?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/vUFzCK1qK0TL16gu0UPca?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Y5NUCL7rMLsL37xu8Ocxl?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/1MFLCMwvOMtjJ7Kc87kd-?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/oRTfCNLwQNco6zKuM-T-L?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/uUIxCOMxVOT3OMVc4RAHl?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/9mJkCP7yXPsQ6PYFN4BqH?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/vkb3CQnzZQs7RYGuBMJKq?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/eMTPCROA2RsNOx9iAoSYV?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/2VrSCVAGgYHMZYrhDiebQ?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/pJY-CWLJkZc04V7uZmK-6?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/pJY-CWLJkZc04V7uZmK-6?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/ut8bCXLKm1cm9WvcAe9he?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/A-aDCYWLo2T59wRhA9jq2?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/6C8rCZYMq3czj0ZuzGCI_R?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/PkA5C1WZx2T8ZlyuLL8Lzj?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/NibGC2xZz3T7mgqun17s_1?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/cXnVC3Q8B4UZ4O1Ug21Sfh?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/KhWqC4QZE5Ur8qNcOW9-w8?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

CANEGROWERS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Greg Watson General Manager 0436 949 714 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
 

Finance & Admin Manager 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll Manager 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3606 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Glenn Betteridge glenn_betteridge@outlook.com 0407 169 273 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Fortnightly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Invicta Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 

Pioneer Vicki Lewis vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Kalamia Sue Wright sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319  

Inkerman Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 


