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Meeting with Mike Brunker - Burdekin’s Qld
Labor Candidate
The CBL Board arranged a meeting with
Mike Brunker who is Qld Labor’s Candidate
for the seat of Burdekin to run through what
the keys issues are for our members and
the sugar industry. We have previously met
with the LNP and we were keen to balance
it off and see what the Qld Labor Party has
to offer for the Burdekin.

We had a good meeting and Mike
understands the importance of agriculture
as being one of the key drivers of
economic activity in the Burdekin seat. We
acknowledged
that
the
relationship
between the sugar industry and the Qld
Labor Party is and has been challenged,
but we agreed that this shouldn’t preclude
us from working constructively together
should he be elected as the local member.
The key issues discussed with Mike were:

•
•
•
•

Future of sugar cane industry.

Mike Brunker, Qld Labor Candidate (second from left) with the CBL Board

Water and electricity prices and making these affordable.
Removal of the draconian 2019 Amendments to Reef Regulations.
Supporting diversification and value adding products from sugar cane.

We explained a risk in the current reef regulations is that a bureaucrat could change nitrogen application rates without industry
consultation. This is a significant risk to farm productivity and profitability which could then have wide-reaching ramifications for
the Burdekin community. We acknowledged that there has to be some regulation and that we are not anti-regulation, but there
needs to be some common sense employed and that the agricultural impact on the Great Barrier Reef has been greatly
exaggerated for political purposes.
We discussed the issue of political parties being run by factions and asked how he would manage factions when it came to
representing key issues for the Burdekin sugar industry. Mike advised that if an issue was a “die-in-the-ditch” matter for the
community he would have those discussions with factions, fight hard for the issue and try achieving a better outcome from where
the issue first landed at.
It is only early days yet and it will be interesting to see what campaign announcements unfold from all political parties over the
coming weeks in the lead up to the election day on 31 October 2020.
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Water Quality
Burdekin Falls Dam –
Monitoring Sites for the Improvement and Dam
Burdekin
Raising Proposal
In the Burdekin there are currently two water quality monitoring
sites located at the Barrattas and Giru Weir and the data
sourced from these is not sufficient to be representative for the
entire Burdekin district. Farmers and industry stakeholders
have been calling for more water quality monitoring sites and
data for many years. Now with cheaper sensors becoming
available, funding has been allocated to the Qld Governments
Water Quality Investigations team to expand their real-time
monitoring network in North Queensland.

We met with Dr Ryan Turner, Principal Scientist, Water Quality
to help identify suitable locations for up to 20 water quality and
sediment monitoring sites across the Burdekin. It is important to
note that sensors will show water quality on a sub-catchment
level only and individual farms will not be identifiable.
Sites were suggested across the district including; in the river
before the cane land starts so that there is a control to see
what is coming down before the sugar industry commences,
sites at the end of the river system before tidal flows to
measure what has come out, irrigation channels, creeks and
also Ironbark Creek for the GBA.
Dr Ryan Turner advised that they have received approximately
60 sites nominated across the district which they will narrow
down to 30 common sites and then engage in more
consultation and feedback to whittle this down to the 20 sites
they have funding for. They are looking at installing the
monitors and rainfall gauges before the 2020/2021 wet season
starts. Real time data from the sites will then be made publicly
available via platforms such as the CSIRO 1622™WQ app.
This expansion of the water quality monitoring network
supports the call for open, transparent data. Agricultural
communities, landholders, industry and extension staff will be
able to access their local, real-time water quality results on
demand. The monitoring will provide valuable data for growers,
industry and the wider community to track nitrate and sediment
levels in their waterways throughout the year.

CBL met with Jim Binney from NCEeconomics who has been
engaged by Building Queensland to work with Sunwater to
assess the Burdekin Falls Dam Improvement project and Dam
Raising proposal.

Jim has to develop long-term water demand estimates and the
detailed business case will look at the following three options:
1. Strengthen the dam wall to meet new safety regulations.
2. Strengthen the dam wall for safety and enable/prepare it
for a future rise in wall height.
3. Both strengthen and raise the wall height at the same
time.
The assessment will consider future water demand and a
broader economic assessment. Estimating the long-term
irrigation needs of the region is vital information to inform any
decision. Part of this assessment will be a voluntary survey of
irrigators on their current and potential future water use. Both
on-line and paper-based surveys will be used. To register for
the
survey,
please
go
to
the
website https://
consultnce.engagementhub.com.au/ and register your interest
in the Burdekin Falls Dam project. You will automatically be
notified when the survey is released (middle of September
through to late October).
Our feedback was that any capital spent on the dam safety
upgrades should be at the Government’s cost and should not
form part of water prices. Our concern is that the Government
Treasury boffins will just add any money spent on the dam into
a model from which they will try and extract a future return on
from irrigators.
We discussed that if the Government wants irrigators to use
more water, the key motivator is more affordable water and
electricity prices. Dams are nation building infrastructure and
the thinking from Government needs to be that they shouldn’t
be seeking their return at the front end through high water
prices, but instead should be seeking their return at the back
end through the tax system on higher revenues generated from
increased industry investment, expansion and employment.
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Burning sugarcane near transmission lines
Recently growers in the Burdekin who have Powerlink lines/assets on their property
received a letter from Powerlink to provide important safety information and a copy of
their updated safety brochure regarding “burning sugarcane” and “activities on an
easement” after a number of recent incidents where the burning of sugarcane near
our transmission lines has created electrical trips triggering safety risks and potential
power supply impacts.
The safety brochure was updated in consultation with landowners, the brochure
provides important safety information for sugarcane growers, harvesters and others
who work with sugar. It also provides important information for first responders to any
fire-related incidents near transmission networks.
The notification for burning of sugarcane states that where the fire to be lit is within 25
metres of a high voltage transmission line, the owner or occupier must comply with
requirements of Powerlink Queensland. Powerlink recommend if you are planning to
undertake work on or near a transmission line easement you contact Powerlink’s
property services team on 1800 635 369 to discuss your proposed works and ensure
the work can be done safely, and in a way which meets electrical safety clearances
and ongoing operational requirements.

Portrait of a rural
woman

Through the eye of rural women photographers, the Portrait of a
Rural Woman celebrates the wonderful diversity of rural regional
and remote women.
Through the portrait, rural women photographers showcase the
attitudes and diversity of women, thereby breaking stereotyping.

Make your Portrait of a Rural Woman be of someone you
admire, a local treasure, a woman in education, health, politics, primary industry, trade, retail or the care economy. Thank and
celebrate a rural woman you know by sharing her portrait with the National Rural Women’s Coalition on International Rural
Women’s Day.
The photographer must be a rural woman. The portrait must be a rural woman or girl (over 18years) ·To celebrate the diversity of
RRR Women the NRWC will post a selection of portraits on International Rural Women’s Day – 15 October 2020 on Facebook
and Instagram
To enter email your photograph and consent form to: competitions@nrwc.com.au by 14 October 2020, for your chance to win 1 of
8 $100 prizes.
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Focus on farmers is the right direction

CANEGROWERS has welcomed as a step in the right direction the Liberal National Party’s early State Election commitment to
restore a balance between measures to protect the Great Barrier Reef and their impact on farmers.
“Putting farmers in the middle of solutions for the environment will help turn the dial back from the current bureaucratic overkill with
reef regulations to a sensible and cooperative future that allows for a vibrant agricultural sector,” CANEGROWERS Chairman and
Mackay sugarcane grower Paul Schembri said.
“The LNP has been talking with us and made a commitment to work with us directly to map out a process for the review they have
announced in a letter to all major farming groups.
“We believe the review should deliver a repeal of the 2019 ramped up regulations which are a bridge too far in red tape and
government interference in everyday farming operations.”
A CANEGROWERS analysis has found the current path of regulation will cost the Queensland economy $1.3 billion over the next
decade, yet do little to secure the health of the Reef.
“We look forward to the LNP’s stated commitment to best practice being translated into ongoing government support for our
voluntary industry program, Smartcane BMP, which has 70% of cane farmland engaged already,” Mr Schembri said.
“But we do have reservations about an indication that an LNP government would legislate minimum farm practice standards. Day
to day farm operations should not be enshrined in law – we’ve always said this is a pathway to stifling innovation and engagement
with farmers.”
The CANEGROWERS position on reef regulations has been strident and consistent. The peak sugarcane growers’ group has
been calling for the political parties to commit to these measures ahead of the 2020 Queensland Election:







Repeal 2019 reef legislation and regulations
Make water quality plans and programs realistic and credible
Overhaul the system that manages and scrutinises water quality research that is used to inform policy
Support the sugarcane industry best management practice program, Smartcane BMP
Move functions related to agriculture from the Environment Department to a revitalised Agriculture Department
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Collaborative partnership to help industry
control greyback cane
grubs
Sugarcane growers have a new tool in their toolbox to manage one of
the industry’s primary crop pests, Greyback Canegrub.
The new publication, the Greyback Canegrub Management manual,
provides comprehensive information on managing this significant pest,
which affects all sugarcane growing regions between Plane Creek in
Central Queensland to Mossman in Far North Queensland.
The work occurred as part of a collaboration between Sugar Research
Australia (SRA), the Queensland Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries, CANEGROWERS, the Australia Cane Farmers Association,
Bayer Crop Science and Nufarm Limited. It is funded by the
Queensland Reef Water Quality Program through the Enhanced
Extension Coordination project.
SRA Regional Coordinator for the Central Region, Phil Ross, said that
the manual provided practical and current information for growers,
which will assist the industry in managing a key economic pest. It will
also assist in stewardship of the insecticide chemical, imidacloprid.
“Imidacloprid represents the sugar industry’s best canegrub
management tool and proper stewardship of this chemical is vital for
the ongoing viability of cane farming in the 50 percent of soils where
canegrub damage is common,” Mr Ross said.
“The manual, and the broader project, have looked at the best practice
use of imidacloprid to ensure the industry’s ongoing access to
imidacloprid as a control for cane grubs. SRA has collaborated on the ground with productivity services companies to understand
the current on-ground practices and to develop strategies to help the industry to continue to improve grub management.
“For example, the project considered key aspects of grub control such as the determination of when to use the chemical, correct
placement, and using the chemical only for grub control.”
The manual has been distributed to all growers between Plane Creek and Mossman with the Spring edition of CaneConnection
magazine. It is also available online via the SRA website (https://sugarresearch.com.au/sra-information/publications/) or additional
copies can be sourced by contacting Phil Ross on pross@sugarresearch.com.au or 0477 318 897.
“Through this project we’ve identified practical opportunities to work with the industry to continue to improve efficiency and
sustainability. This will lead to economic outcomes through improved input efficiency and effective grub control, and sustainability
outcomes through improving water quality.”
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Executive
✓
✓
✓

✓

Review and respond to the LNP Reef Policy
announcements.
Meeting to discuss industry priorities with Qld Sugar Ltd
Executive.
To
advance
the
interests
of
all
producers
CANEGROWERS has worked with our colleague industry
bodies with the release of the Queensland Farmers'
Federation State Election platform.
Participation in the Qld Sugar Ltd QSL Grower
Representative Member Meeting to listen to district
updates and the progress with new product development
from QSL.

Industry
perspective
Environmental Science students
✓

for

CANGROWERS discussed reef water quality issues with
Griffith University students undertaking a Masters of
Integrated Water Management. The students clearly
valued hearing an industry perspective, and this will
hopefully encourage them to tackle complex issues with
an open mind. They were certainly not shy in asking
questions.

Smartcane BMP
✓

✓

Smartcane BMP accreditations have continued to
increase over the past three months during what would
normally be the quiet period as harvest takes place.
Continuing to reaccredit the ever-increasing list of
growers who have maintained their Smartcane BMP
status for five years.

2,4-D review by APVMA regulatory decisions
✓

final

The APVMA is proceeding with its proposed changes to
regulations for 2,4-D. These include significant restrictions
on its use during the spring-summer period, especially in
central and southern Queensland. On your behalf,
CANEGROWERS will liaise with Nufarm and others
during the 30-day consultation period to ensure APVMA
has given due consideration to our respective
submissions on the proposed changes.

Trade
✓

Further discussions with T&L Sugar regarding the
environment standards and the performance of the
Australian industry in preparation for the September round
of FTA negotiations.
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Pricing information
2020 Season Advances
Schedule
As at 31 August 2020

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun 20
16 Jul 20

70%
70%

290
290

20 Aug 20
17 Sep 20
15 Oct 20
19 Nov 20
17 Dec 20
21 Jan 21
18 Feb 21
18 Mar 21
15 Apr 21
20 May 21
17 Jun 21
July 21

70%
70%
72.5%
75%
77.5%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%
95%
97.5%
100%

288
288
298
308
318
329
349
360
370
390
401
411

Default

2020 Season Advances Schedule
As at 28 August 2020

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun 20
16 Jul 20

65%
65%

255
255

20 Aug 20
17 Sep 20
15 Oct 20
19 Nov 20
17 Dec 20
21 Jan 21
18 Feb 21
18 Mar 21
15 Apr 21

65%
65%
70%
72.5%
75%
80%
82.5%
85%
87.5%

260
260
280
290
300
320
330
340
350

13 May 21

90%

360

17 Jun 21
July 21

95%
100%

380
400

Default

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board

Confirmed
Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation
Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page
of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also
available in the Pricing & Payments section.

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment
by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change
during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price
and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any
pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 11 September 2020

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices

Crop Year

Indicative Price

2020 Season

367.96

2021 Season

374.23

2022 Season

365.03

2023 Season

364.06

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/
USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends

Estimated Wilmar 2020 Pool Prices
As at 31 August 2020
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)

Wilmar Production Risk Pool2
Wilmar Managed Pool
Wilmar US Quota Pool

1

Estimated QSL 2020 Pool Prices
As at 28 August 2020

$404

Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)

$384
$675

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage. Allocation Account Amounts begin
the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual
premiums and costs are known.
1.

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date and reflect the
weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin
fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11
Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not
account for any adjustments resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements. For more
information, view the latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide
added tonnage. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price
as growers. The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis.

2. For the 2020 Season Production Risk Pool we currently forecast that the quantity of sugar in
the pool exceeds the downside risk to the crop (i.e. at 31 August 2020, the pool is greater than
30% of total estimated PPA sugar related to the Production Risk Pool). Accordingly the Pool
Manager has commenced pricing that portion of the pool that exceeds this downside risk to the
crop.
The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web

QSL Harvest Pool

$393

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$399

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool

$410

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$476

QSL US Quota Pool

$702

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$452

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the
QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense
of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.
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1.

Farmers in this country are among the world's best at
growing high quality food, fibre and foliage. As a major link
to consumers, supermarkets are accountable for their
bargaining power and the imbalances which have resulted
in cut price and 'below the cost of production' fresh food.
Read QFF's Queensland Country Life column HERE.

2.

QFF CEO Dr Georgina Davis will be part of an expert
panel conducting a comprehensive
government
examination of the Bradfield inland irrigation scheme in
Queensland. For more information click HERE.

3.

QFF industry member CANEGROWERS has welcomed
as a step in the right direction the Liberal National Party’s
early State Election commitment to restore a balance
between measures to protect the Great Barrier Reef and
their impact on farmers. Read more HERE.

4.

Congratulations
to
Queensland
Dairyfarmers'
Organisation member and agritourism advocate Kay
Tommerup who has been named an #eatqld Champion
for her entrepreneurial attitude and dedication to
promoting the value of the farming industry. Read more
about her contribution to the agriculture sector HERE.

5.

QFF has been an active stakeholder in the development
of Water Plans across Queensland, including those in the
Murray Darling Basin. We've partnered with the ONE
Basin CRC to work towards a resilient and sustainable
MDB. Read more HERE.

6.

Working in close proximity to powerlines, above or below
the ground, has its hazards. Contact can occur during
harvesting, spraying, moving machinery and plant from
one location to another or when irrigating. Electricity
guides are available to help you stay safe. Read more
HERE.

7.

Farmers with clever, sustainable agriculture ideas can turn
them into reality by applying for grants of up to $100,000
under Round four of the National Landcare Program:
Smart Farms Small Grants program. Applications are
open until 9 October 2020. For more information and to
apply, click HERE.

8.

The Honourable Penelope Wensley AC is the new
National Soils Advocate. The position contributes to
protecting, restoring and maintaining the health of the
Australian agricultural landscape for a secure nation and
sustainable farming communities. Details HERE.

9.

The first round of the Land Restoration Fund has been
announced and is set to deliver regional jobs, skills and
infrastructure, healthier waterways, reduce carbon
emissions and create more habitat for threatened species
through 21 projects across Queensland. More HERE.

10. Sustainable use of water is an important goal to meet
the increasing demand for food, energy and environment.
The University of Melbourne is holding a webinar on 9
September at 12pm on the primary challenges in precision
irrigation and scopes for the future farming. Register
HERE.

Smartcane BMP selfassessment workshops

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP
accreditation.
Growers who have completed the selfassessment and would like to continue on to accreditation
should also contact Terry or Jasmine.
Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149
Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601

IrrigWeb workshops
Workshops will cover: setting up a farm and paddocks;
determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation
information.
You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet. Phones are
suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too
small for the initial setup. If you don’t have a laptop or tablet
please let us know so we can organise one.
Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079.
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Greg Watson

General Manager

Michelle Andrews

Finance & Admin Manager

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll Manager

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

0436 949 714
4790 3604
4790 3602

4790 3601

Published Fortnightly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Disclaimer

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au

DIRECTORS

Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Glenn Betteridge

glenn_betteridge@outlook.com

0407 169 273

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Pioneer

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Kalamia

Sue Wright

sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

