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CBL and Pioneer Cane Growers Organisation
(PCGO) Commence Working Together

The Board of CBL is pleased to announce that we have agreed to establish a closer working relationship with PCGO for the
purposes of collectively negotiating a Cane Supply Agreement (CSA) with Wilmar, as well representing our members on other
common issues where appropriate, e.g. rates. PCGO advised that they have resigned their membership of Burdekin District
Cane Growers Ltd (BDCG) effective today.
CBL and PCGO are committed to working together and will pursue the collective bargaining opportunity as a joint venture and we
do not propose to form any new corporate entities for this purpose. This will enable us to capture the synergies of our combined
expertise and tonnages for the benefit of our members when negotiating with Wilmar, whilst each retaining our own autonomy to
service our respective members as we currently do.

Please note it will be business as usual for CBL and we will remain the only affiliated arm of CANEGROWERS in the Burdekin
which is our point of differentiation and is a state-wide representative relationship which we value. PCGO will continue to represent
their own members in this space.
Since February 2020, CBL had initiated several meetings with grower collectives to gauge the appetite of working more closely
together as we feel that the Burdekin can achieve more as larger unified group in terms of leverage and synergies. Representation
in the Burdekin has been fractured for far too long and it only serves to dilute the messages with the miller, Government and
community. At the end of the day, the level of crossover amongst the collectives is high as we all are representing similar issues
on behalf of our members. It makes sense to work more collaboratively together where we can, providing that our underlying
values and leadership principles are appropriately aligned to enable this to occur.
We feel that alignment with PCGO and working together to collectively bargain is a step forward in the right direction and we are
encouraged with the path we are heading down for the members of both organisations. We would also like to work more closely
with Kalamia Cane Growers Organisation (KCGO) to collectively bargain and work together on common issues and will be
contacting them to explore this possibility.
We will update members in due course on our progress towards working more closely together with PCGO and should any
members have any queries in this regard, please do not hesitate to contact either Greg Watson or any of the CBL Directors whose
contact details are listed in the newsletter.
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Weather forecast by
Professor Roger Stone

Updated information, issued Monday 17/8/20, covering shorterterm weather forecasts, monthly and seasonal climate forecasts, to
cover cattle (and sugar) production regions on an advisory basis
and as a follow-up to the Managing for Climate Workshops and
similar (but other industry regions are also now included as an
addition in the text). In effect, this means we are providing review
information for the short, medium and seasonal (longer term)
periods.

•
•

The 30-day average of the SOI remains at +4.5 (plus 4.5).

•

In terms of individual daily forecasts, please refer to BoM for
more up-to-date forecasts on a day to day basis...

•

The sub-tropical ridge is favouring more southern locations this
winter/spring…tending to further dry out southern regions that
may otherwise have been the case.

The MJO is next likely to indirectly impact our weather in
around mid-September.

The model outputs below are obtained from a variety of sources
without further comment, except that they are based purely on my
opinion on the capability of various weather and climate models
and based on the initiating agencies verification outputs and
published manuscripts and as explained at our regional workshops.
1st week weather forecasts – higher confidence (all values
approximate) – an opinion and summary/review:
Values in mm – all values approximate.

Burdekin Culinary
Tourism Group Survey for local
farmers and
producers

Burdekin Shire Council recently held the first Culinary
Tourism Group meeting in July which was attended by
local growers/producers and chefs. During discussions
in the meeting, it was identified that there is a need to
develop a produce calendar to showcase the variety of
food products the Burdekin produces with the time of
year that each product is available. It is envisaged that
this information could then be used to link local
producers with cafes and restaurants to showcase what
the Burdekin has to offer on their menu.
To enable us to compile a comprehensive list of local
produce it would be greatly appreciated if you could
complete the following survey. Please note you can
remain anonymous.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6P9QQ6P
If you would like any further information on the Culinary
Tourism Group or the survey please contact Melissa
Bevilacqua at the Burdekin Shire Council on 4783 9807.

Weekly rainfall forecast totals - a review of the US COLA
system:
17/8-25/8
10-15mm NE NSW on the western slopes. Nil
significant remainder.
25/8-2/9
much less confidence for this period; 5-15mm
exposed east coastal areas in Qld/NSW, increasing to 20-30mm
Rollingstone to Cooktown. Nil significant remainder.
Weekly temperature forecast anomalies.
17/8-25/8
above normal mean temperatures (+2 to +6deg)
over most of NT and NW WA; below normal mean temperatures
remainder, especially NW slopes NSW where -2 to -6 deg.

•

Seasonal Forecasts - for the longer period, the various
seasonal climate forecast models are indicating the
following (to be updated when new information confirmed):

•

The USQ/Qld Govt SOI phase statistically-based model for
the end of July shows the SOI phase as “rapidly rising”,
continuing the large ‘roller-coaster’ ride of the SOI over
recent months. For this August to October period, this
equates to a high probability of above median (‘normal’)
rainfall probabilities for much of central Queensland central
Australia and surrounding area (see the LongPaddock web
site).

•

The UKMetOffice GCM is forecasting above normal rainfall
values (60% to 80% probability of exceeding the long-term
median) for the winter/spring September to November
period for most of Australia. However, for the November to
January period this forecast system is indicating closer to
‘average’ rainfall for northern Australia.
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Sugarcane Field Trial Compendium released –
show casing results from 20 long term trials
A collection of research reports from trials conducted by the Coastal Farming
Systems team at the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) has just
been released – the Sugarcane Field Trial Compendium.
The Compendium details the results of twenty trials, carried out over a
number of years. These trials have taken place from Bundaberg to the Wet
Tropics, on a range of soil types using a wide range of sugarcane varieties.
“Research is vital and underpins the critical extension and communication
work we deliver to the producer and agronomist community,” said Mark
Hickman Director Sustainable Farming Systems, DAF.
“The Compendium provides information on our trial reports and is structured
to provide the information in an easily digestible format that gives
background, trial methodology and a summary of the results as well as a
section on the implications of these results for the producer.”
Coastal Farming Systems team leader Neil Halpin said that the compendium
captures a large body of work carried out by the Coastal Farming Systems
team in an effort to assist sugarcane growers adopt more sustainable
practices.
“Eleven of our trials clearly demonstrate that nitrogen application rates based
on the Six-Easy-Steps (6ES) to nutrient management guidelines produced
the same cane yield as more traditional application rates. The reduction in
nitrogen had the advantage of reduced input costs thereby improving grower
profitability. Better matching nitrogen application to crop demand also has
the potential to reduce losses to the environment, thereby improving water
quality.

Coastal Farming Systems team leader Neil Halpin

“The field trial activity also evaluated a range of enhanced efficiency fertilisers, like polymer coated and nitrification inhibitor
products. The trials also highlighted that 6ES guidelines for fertiliser application after soybean and mill mud applications offer
significant fertiliser and cost savings. “Trials have also been conducted that address soil health, acidity and sodicity. Strategies
and tools to address herbicide application are also highlighted,” said Mr Halpin.
“We want to sincerely thank the growers, advisers and agricultural supply chain businesses who have contributed to the success
of these trials and our first Compendium. “DAF continues to work with Queensland’s sugarcane industry to help drive innovation
and productivity as well as promote environmental sustainability.
“This research, development and extension collectively aims to improve sugarcane productivity whilst also reducing the impact of
agriculture on the environment thereby improving water quality for the Great Barrier Reef,” concluded Mr Hickman.
The publication is available on the DAF website and from DAF research stations and extension staff, or telephone 13 25 23 to
request a copy.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Transport

Executive

✓

✓

✓

CANEGROWERS is working through a draft revised
National Class 1 Ag Notice Operators Guide which will be
published by NHVR hopefully in the next month.
CANEGROWERS is preparing summaries of the
Operators Guidelines to assist growers.
A meeting of the NFF NHVR working group included the
draft liquid fuel security policy and the Heavy Vehicle
National Law review.

✓

✓

Trade
✓

✓

✓

Provided further input to the ASA trade review. ACIL Allen
have completed the model and their draft report is now
being considered by the project Steering Committee.
Briefed the US Agricultural Counsellor on the Australian
sugar industry and made clear the ability of the Australian
industry to supply any additional needs the US might have
for its 2020 and 2021 fiscal years. Australia’s base level
annual sugar quota to the US is 87,402 tonnes. It is not
unusual for this quota to be increased during the year.
When other quota holders are unable to supply or there
has been a production shortfall in the US. For example in
the US Fiscal Year ending 30 September 2020,
Australia’s quota has been increased twice. This year
Australia will ship 132,167 tonnes to the US.
Prepared a submission to the review of the JapanAustralia Economic Partnership Agreement, highlighting
the value from addressing the pol testing issue and also
calling for further reduction in the levy Japan applies to
Australian sugar imports.

✓
✓

.The National Farmers' Federation (NFF) member CEOs
met to discuss a range of current national priorities
including
COVID-19
restrictions,
recent
workplace relations and workplace health and safety
reforms.
Convened another meeting of the Sugar Industry Supply
Chain COVID-19 group to discuss latest developments on
COVID-19 including border restrictions and assessing
current and future risks.
Meeting with Sugar Research Australian to discuss
development of their strategy and regional consultations.
Further work with the State Government to develop
COVID-19 agricultural blueprint recovery.
Participation in the NFF Members Council meeting

Smartcane BMP
✓
✓

33% of all cane land is accredited, 80% of all cane land is
benchmarked.
Smartcane BMP and CANEGROWERS representatives
met with the Chemical Compliance team from Biosecurity
QLD to discuss recent amendments to the Chemical Use
regulations and the compliance activities currently under
way in the Mackay, Plane Creek, Proserpine and
Burdekin districts.

Water
✓

Met with ASMC regarding its position on irrigation pricing.
CANEGROWERS and ASMC are both seeking
sustainably lower and more affordable electricity prices to
support the growth and development of our industry.

✓

CANEGROWERS welcomed the LNP election promise to
reduce irrigation water prices by nearly 20% and is
examining the implications of the proposed switch in
pricing methodology.
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Pricing information—2020
2020 Season Advances
Schedule
As at 31 July 2020

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun 20
16 Jul 20

70%
70%

290
290

20 Aug 20
17 Sep 20
15 Oct 20
19 Nov 20
17 Dec 20
21 Jan 21
18 Feb 21
18 Mar 21
15 Apr 21
20 May 21
17 Jun 21
July 21

70%
70%
72.5%
75%
77.5%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%
95%
97.5%
100%

289
289
299
310
320
330
351
361
372
392
403
413

Default

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun 20
16 Jul 20

65%
65%

255
255

20 Aug 20
17 Sep 20
15 Oct 20
19 Nov 20
17 Dec 20
21 Jan 21
18 Feb 21
18 Mar 21
15 Apr 21

65%
65%
70%
72.5%
75%
80%
82.5%
85%
87.5%

260
260
280
290
300
320
330
340
350

13 May 21

90%

360

17 Jun 21

95%

380

July 21

100%

400

Default

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board

Confirmed
Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation
Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page
of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also
available in the Pricing & Payments section.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 19 August 2020

Crop Year

395.75

2021 Season

382.40

2022 Season

366.14

2023 Season

352.03

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/
USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends

Estimated Wilmar 2020 Pool Prices
As at 31 July 2020
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)

Wilmar Production Risk Pool2
Wilmar Managed Pool
Wilmar US Quota Pool

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment
by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change
during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price
and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any
pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments.

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices

Indicative Price

2020 Season

1

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date and reflect the
weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin
fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11
Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not
account for any adjustments resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements. For more
information, view the latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

Estimated QSL 2020 Pool Prices
As at 31 July 2020

$406

Net pool price

$388

($/Tonne IPS)

$688

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage. Allocation Account Amounts begin
the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual
premiums and costs are known.
1.

2020 Season Advances Schedule
As at 31 July 2020

Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide
added tonnage. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price
as growers. The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis.

2. As of the 31st of July, Wilmar does not currently have a component which is required to be
sold or priced in order to manage storage constraints in the sugar terminals. The Gross Pool
Price is currently a marked-to-market price for the March 2021 and May 2021 ICE #11 futures
positions, which is consistent with the current expected sales program.
The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web

QSL Harvest Pool

$392

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$399

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool

$410

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$477

QSL US Quota Pool

$701

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$453

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the
QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense
of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.
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1.

Better informed decision making would enable
Queensland agriculture to reach its full potential. So, QFF
with support from EY, has proposed the development of a
Queensland Agriculture Production Planning Tool. Read
QFF's Queensland Country Life column HERE.

2.

QFF is looking for a Microgrid Project Officer to join our
team! The role will assist in managing a new Microgrids
project across Queensland and New South Wales working
with farmers, project partners and other energy and
agricultural stakeholders. For more details and to apply,
click HERE.

3.

QFF, Cotton Australia, Reaqua Solar Pumping and
Constructive Energy invite you to a webinar on 19 August
exploring the opportunities of microgrids in agriculture. We
want to increase knowledge on the types of microgrids,
how they may work and opportunities for agriculture.
Register HERE.

4.

Tahlia Kinrade loved every minute of her time as a
Trainee Extension Officer at Burdekin Productivity
Services through QFF's Agricultural Extension Work
Placement Program. Read more about her experience
with the program and working with farmers HERE.

5.

QFF has partnered with AutoTender to give farmer
members free access to their Wholesale Pricing and
Automatic Tendering platform. Choose any vehicle make
or manufacturer and let the power of their fleet dealer
network go to work for you. They also offer a sell your car
service to get more money for your trade in! Sign up
HERE.

6.

Do you have an innovative solution to better manage and
control some of Australia’s most invasive priority
established pest animal and weed species? The
Australian Government’s Advancing Pest Animal and
Weed Control Solutions competitive grant round is now
open for applications. Apply HERE.

7.

The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries’ latest Turf
‘n’ Surf podcast explores why Queensland agribusinesses
need a workplace health management plan and what
happens when a seasonal worker tests positive to COVID19. Listen HERE.

8.

Expressions of Interest for consideration to receive
funding from the Gladstone Regional Council's Gladstone
Region Drought Appeal close soon! Farmers in the region
are encouraged to apply before Wednesday, 19 August
HERE.

9.

Bring the country to city this year with 10 days of Ekka
Online! 'Meet a Farmer' takes you into the lives of
Queensland’s producers while the famous Strawberry
Sundaes will be on offer to support medical research and
the state’s strawberry growers and dairy industry. The fun
continues this week HERE.

10. Researchers from the University of Tasmania have
created a survey to better understand the concerns and
preferences of landholders in Queensland regarding
voluntary conservation programs and mining operations.
Have your say HERE.

Smartcane BMP selfassessment workshops

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP
accreditation.
Growers who have completed the selfassessment and would like to continue on to accreditation
should also contact Terry or Jasmine.
Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149
Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601

IrrigWeb workshops
Workshops will cover: setting up a farm and paddocks;
determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation
information.
You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet. Phones are
suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too
small for the initial setup. If you don’t have a laptop or tablet
please let us know so we can organise one.
Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079.
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Greg Watson

General Manager

Michelle Andrews

Finance & Admin Manager

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll Manager

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

0436 949 714
4790 3604
4790 3602

4790 3601

Published Fortnightly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Disclaimer

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au

DIRECTORS

Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Glenn Betteridge

glenn_betteridge@outlook.com

0407 169 273

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Pioneer

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Kalamia

Sue Wright

sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

