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Must be an election coming? 
In addition to the cane crushing season, the election season also got underway recently with the CBL Board having been invited 

to meet with several politicians who were visiting the Burdekin.  

On 26 June 2020, the Board met with Anthony (Tony) 

Perrett, LNP Shadow Minister for Agricultural Industry 

Development and Fisheries and Forestry and Dale Last, LNP 

Member for Burdekin. CBL raised the issues of electricity, 

water pricing and reef regulations and the importance of 

helping the industry diversify away from being solely reliant 

on sugar crystal. The LNP advised that they will be releasing 

their policies in due course on some of these important 

matters and that if they win Government there would be 

changes made for the betterment of the agricultural sector.  

Then on 7 July 2020, it was pleasing to see the four 

Burdekin growers collectives come together at Phil Marano’s 

farm to meet with Federal MP’s David Littleproud, LNP 

Minister for Agriculture, Drought and Emergency 

Management and George Christensen, Member for Dawson 

and also Dale Last, LNP Member for Burdekin.  

A range of topics were discussed and David Littleproud reinforced the importance of agriculture as an essential industry and said 

they see the Governments role is to not get in our way but to get out of our way and wanted to hear where they could be of 

assistance. The group raised a range of issues with the Minister with the main points being as follows: 

• The need for the Government to support research and development into other uses of the cane plant such as biofuels, 

bioplastics and biocoal was discussed and that whilst sugar crystal is and will remain important, the industry is too reliant on 

it.  

• The Senate Committee hearing (into Identification of leading practices in ensuring evidence-based regulation of farm 

practices that impact water quality outcomes in the Great Barrier Reef etc) is only meeting in Brisbane for 2 days when it 

should go for a week and come to the regions so that people on the ground who it affects can be heard. There needs to be 

an Office of Science Quality Assurance established to verify the science being used in making policy decisions. Farmers are 

doing a good job and have made many changes to how they farm for the benefit of the environment but are not getting the 

recognition for it.  

• The recent 2019 amendments to the reef regulations need to be repealed. People are supportive of having some reef 

regulations but the more draconian elements need to be removed. On the topic of the reef, in the media there needs to be a 

distinction between the estuarine/inshore reef and the outer reef as the perception given is that the entire reef is being 

impacted by agriculture which is not accurate as the outer reef makes up 98% of the GBR and is too far offshore for runoff to 

reach.  

• Accuracy of measuring CCS can be improved if the millers would adopt NIR technology which enable more efficiencies 

though automation. 
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Crushing stats 

2020 

estimate 

8,040,000 

tonnes 

1,044,944 
13% 
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QSL Grower Member 
Representative 
Elections – Reminder 
The QSL Grower Member elections are now open with the 

voting deadline for QSL to receive voting papers is 5pm, 

Friday 17 July 2020.  

To participate in the election, you  must be a sugar cane 

grower who supplies sugar cane under contract to a mill in the 

Burdekin milling districts.  

Voting forms and information is available on the QSL website 

(www.qsl.com.au), QSL’s local office, from local QSL grower 

representative officers and also at the CANEGROWERS office.  

CANEGOWERS Burdekin recommends voting for members 

and existing QSL Grower Members Roger Piva and Russell 

Jordan. 

Senators should head 
north to hear reef regs 
concerns 
Queensland’s peak sugarcane growers’ organisation, 

CANEGROWERS, will tell a Senate inquiry this month it is time 

for a thorough review of the way scientific research on Great 

Barrier Reef water quality is managed and scrutinised. 

“We welcome the announcement that the pandemic-delayed 

public hearings of the Senate inquiry into the evidence base 

behind reef regulations have been rescheduled,” 

CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said. “But we are very 

disappointed that the committee is now only planning to visit 

Brisbane later this month. 

“This inquiry is looking into the evidence that is used to 

substantiate significant legislation that affects everyday farming 

practices in Queensland and we think to get a true impression 

of the impact of these laws, politicians need to be in the regions 

talking directly to farmers. 

“The original schedule with Senators visiting Cairns and 

Townsville should be revisited. It’s important for Senators to 

hear from our CANEGROWERS grower representatives close 

to their districts and also take the opportunity to visit cane 

farms." 

CANEGROWERS is advocating for a review and overhaul of 

the current system that manages the funding, quality, synthesis 

and communication of research used to inform government 

policy related to Reef water quality where those policies have 

such an impact on farmers. 

“We have poor policy choices made by government such as 

escalating intrusive regulations on farm practices supposedly 

being based on scientific evidence,” Mr Galligan said. “This has 

led to widespread and understandable cynicism of the science.  

“Restoring confidence in the science and re-setting policy will 

require a shift to more open and transparent processes and the 

first step is thorough review of what’s happening now.” 

CANEGROWERS will highlight to the Senate Committee the 

way in which decisions of government have led to farmers 

being unfairly treated. 

“For example, the Paddock to Reef (P2R) program that is used 

by government to assess industry progress towards water 

quality targets significantly undervalues and underestimates 

what is happening on cane farms in Queensland – actually 

ignoring a large amount of practice change and innovation,” Mr 

Galligan said. 

“While the State Government uses its own reporting programs 

to claim progress towards best practice adoption is slow, we 

actually have over a third of the sugarcane area in Queensland 

voluntarily accredited in the industry best practice program 

Smartcane BMP. 

“This is ahead of targets agreed to by the State Government 

which assists with funding for the implementation of the 

program yet its successes and results are being ignored.”  

https://www.qsl.com.au/sites/default/files/2020%20Voting%20Form_Burdekin%20Region.pdf


 

 4 

Federal Government 
energy efficiency 
grants of up to $20,000  
The Federal Government has opened the latest category of its 

Energy Efficient Communities program.  Grants of up to 

$20,000 for small business energy efficiency are available.   

That can include farms and could be used for things like more 

efficient pumps, energy audits, more efficient cooling / heating 

etc.  The grant cannot be used to purchase generation or 

storage (ie solar panels or batteries).  

The Government is offering three grants per federal electorate, 

therefore if you are interested get in quick. 

The information and application forms are available here. 

Burdekin Emergency 
Dashboard 

The Burdekin Shire Council offers a free service with the 

Emergency Dashboard for reference by the public during times 

of natural disaster or other events which may adversely affect 

the Burdekin Community in its day to day functioning. This is 

considered to be an extremely useful tool and is a single point 

of truth with all the information coming directly from the 

responsible authority. 

The Burdekin Shire Council is very proud of this Emergency 

Dashboard and has constantly looked for ways to improve its 

service. We are now pleased to announce a recent upgrade to 

the Emergency Dashboard with the addition of the Opt-in 

Function. 

The function allows the user to enter the program and select a 

number of different notifications they desire automatically. 

These include Road Closures, Emergency News, Power 

outages and River Heights. River Height Opt-In Notifications 

was added specifically for farmers whose properties are subject 

to flooding. To access this, interested persons should take the 

following steps: 

• Google “Disaster.Burdekin@qld.gov.au” 

• Select “Emergency Dashboard” 

• Select Opt-in Notifications 

• Select Subscribe and enter details 

• When creating your password it needs to contain a capital 

letter and at least 1 number 

• You will receive a link via email to verify and activate your 

account. 

Once you have entered the system you will see the afore 

mentioned list of options which you may chose from. You may 

select Email or SMS for any or all these options. In addition to 

this you will see a list of rivers below. You also get to select 

from Email and SMS but in addition to this the uses can choose 

three possible levels they wish to be advised at. 

Burdekin Shire Council did form a working group of local cane 

farmers to trial this system and they provided feedback and 

subsequently some minor alterations were made. 

Capability development 
to encourage the next 
generation of 
sugarcane scientists 
The next generation of sugarcane industry researchers is being 

offered a head-start into the world of sugarcane industry 

science and technology, through two capability development 

programs being offered through Sugar Research Australia 

(SRA). 

Applications are open for SRA’s Sugar Industry Research 

Awards and Sugar Industry Postgraduate Scholarships. Both 

programs encourage innovative research ideas and aim to 

enhance the capability of the research sector that supports the 

Australian sugarcane industry. 

The Postgraduate Research Scholarships program is aimed at 

Masters or PhD level researchers and is open for applications 

until October 31, 2020.  

The Research Awards program is aimed at existing 

researchers looking to develop research skills or explore new 

and innovative ideas. This program is open for applications 

until October 1, 2020.  

“These programs are intended to encourage innovative 

thinking and allow participants to conduct projects that can 

demonstrate benefits to the Australian sugarcane industry,” 

General Manager of the SRA Research Funding Unit, Dr 

Harjeet Khanna, said. 

“Through the Research Awards, projects may be used to 

develop research skills or explore new and innovative ideas. 

Not every idea or concept leads to success, but the objective of 

this scheme is to help provide a catalyst that could result in 

great potential R&D opportunities. 

“We encourage existing or prospective sugarcane industry 

researchers to apply for these excellent opportunities to 

advance their career.” 

For more detail visit the “Research Investment” section of 

www.sugarresearch.com.au  

https://business.gov.au/Grants-and-Programs/Energy-Efficient-Communities-Program-Small-Business
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Rural Economic 
Development Grants 
round 3 
Regional Queensland agricultural businesses have the 

opportunity to share in $10m worth of grants to help fund job-

creating projects across the state. 

Expressions of interest are open for round three of the 

Queensland Government Rural Economic Development (RED) 

Grants, which QRIDA administer on behalf of the Department 

of Agriculture and Fisheries.  

Co-contribution grants of up to $250,000 are available for food 

and agricultural businesses to support ‘shovel-ready’ projects 

that create jobs for value added primary production and 

provide significant economic benefits to rural and regional 

communities.  

Across round one and two, a total of 28 businesses have 

received $6.32 million under the RED Grants program over the 

past two years. Overall these 28 projects are expected to 

create 1,200 jobs across the agricultural sector in regional 

Queensland.  

Expressions of Interest applications close 10 July 2020. To 

read the guidelines and for more information click here. 

Webinar: Value adding 
converting bagasse 
into animal feed 
Please join Sugar Research Australia (SRA) and Queensland 

University of Technology's (QUT) Dr Mark Harrison for this 

update via Microsoft Teams. 

SRA has invested in the development of new technologies to 

transform sugarcane bagasse and trash into nutritious animal 

feed ingredients. Research at QUT is underway to demonstrate 

that these new animal feed ingredients are safe for animals to 

eat, that animals will eat feed containing these ingredients, and 

that they can either replace existing animal feed ingredients 

without reducing productivity or improve productivity. The 

presentation will provide an overview of the new ingredients 

that have been developed, the results of safety, palatability, 

and efficacy trials in chickens, and an overview of pig and 

sheep feeding trials scheduled for 2020. 

The Biorefineries for Profit project is supported by SRA through 

funding from the Australian Government Department of 

Agriculture, Water and the Environment as part of its Rural 

R&D for Profit Program and partners. 

This presentation was originally planned for the grower update 

but have moved to an online format in response to the current 

COVID-19 situation. 

Please note that this webinar will be recorded and available on 

our website for those unable to attend. 

If you have any questions please email Samantha Ryalls, 

Sugar Research Australia E sryalls@sugarresearch.com.au  

To join online click here. 

https://www.qrida.qld.gov.au/current-programs/rural-economic-development-grants
mailto:sryalls@sugarresearch.com.au
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/hTWKCWLJkZcN3wRSKlpIK?domain=email.sugarresearch.com.au
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Plantation Creek weed 
removal works to 
reduce flood & fire risk 

Work will begin in early July to remove aquatic weed Typha, 

commonly known as Cumbungi or Bullrush, from Plantation 

Creek in the lower Burdekin.  

NQ Dry Tropics’ Waterways Wetlands and Coasts Team 

Leader Scott Fry said the measure would deliver many 

benefits, including flood mitigation, and reduced risk of 

bushfires damaging sections of lowland rainforest on the 

islands within the creek system: 

“These rainforests have been thinned out by consecutive fires 

that travelled across the wetlands via the dense weeds choking 

the creek surface,” Mr Fry said.  

“This has left only palms to survive, however, removing the 

weeds will effectively isolate the rainforests and encourage the 

return of more diversity. 

“We also aim to reduce the duration of localised flooding during 

the wet season, because the weed chokes currently covering 

the deeper sections of the lagoon prevent flood water from 

getting away quickly.  

“Other benefits will include restoring fish habitat and improving 

irrigation efficiency to water board customers,” he said. 

The work — supported by Lower Burdekin Water and Burdekin 

Shire Council with cash and in-kind contributions —  will last 

approximately eight weeks and will target a section of the creek 

between Norham road and the tram lines on McAllisters road. 

It is part of NQ Dry Tropics’ Reducing Burdekin Sediment 

project, funded through the Queensland Government’s Natural 

Resource Investment Program. 

Plantation Creek is the fourth creek system targeted in the 

lower Burdekin in the last 18 months under the project, 

following removal of weed chokes from Saltwater Creek, Alva 

Creek and Merryplain Creek.  And Mr Fry said not all weeds 

would be removed: 

“In the shallower areas Typha plays a beneficial role by filtering 

nutrients and sediments that naturally run off the landscape 

into the creek,” he said.  

“Typha has biofilms — collections of microorganisms — along 

it’s stems that absorb the nutrients into the plants so it’s a 

beneficial plant to help improve water quality. Its root system 

also traps sediments,” Mr Fry said. 

Economists develop 
new online tool to help 
sugarcane growers 
Economists working at the Department of Agriculture and 

Fisheries have developed a new online version of the Farm 

Economic Analysis Tool (FEAT) - that has been supporting 

sugarcane growers to make informed decisions for over 15 

years. 

“FEAT Online is a free tool that assists sugarcane growers with 

measuring the profitability of farming system changes,” said 

Mark Poggio, Agricultural Economics manager.  

“This new tool streamlines data entry, allows growers to access 

regional scenarios and can be used on phones, tablets or 

computers. The regional scenarios are a convenient starting 

point for users and can be adapted to a specific farm by 

adjusting information as required.”  

Burdekin grower Paul Villis said, “I have been using FEAT for 

years to help optimise my farming strategy and this new online 

version is very user friendly and has some handy new 

features”. 

One of these new features is the ability to easily compare 

scenarios and be guided step-by-step through the tool. 

Growers can assess the profitability of existing farming 

systems and determine economic impacts and potential risks 

from proposed practice changes. 

FEAT Online is useful to determine the farm production costs, 

profit and return on investment based on specific farm 

information entered by the grower. FEAT also calculates 

machinery costs (tractors and implements), nutrient 

management, weed control and irrigation expenses. 

Cairns grower Mark Savina said, “I regularly consider what on-

farm changes might benefit my back pocket and FEAT Online 

helps me to weigh up the pros and cons and distinguish the 

good from the bad”. 

Mr Poggio thanked the FEAT project working group and 

industry stakeholders for their significant input.   

FEAT is free for the Australian Sugarcane Industry, sign up 

online at https://featonline.com.au . DAF is offering FEAT 

training workshops online for sugarcane growers and extension 

advisors. To register your interest and to find out more 

information, please email FEATregistration@daf.qld.gov.au or 

call (07) 3330 4523.  

Annual Wage Review 
The Fair Work Commission has announced its annual wage 

review decision, the minimum wage will be increased by 

1.75%, however this is applicable in a staggered manner for 

different industries. 

The Sugar Industry Award forms part of Group 2 Awards.  It 

has a commencement date:  first full pay period on or after 1 

November 2020.   



 

 7 

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

Trade 
✓ Aligned with Guatemala and Brazil, Australia has lodged 

its response to the WTO Panel questions in relation to the 

India case. Although some small group in-person 

meetings have recommenced in the WTO, no hearing 

dates have been scheduled for this or any WTO disputes. 

There is no indication of when a hearing will be 

scheduled. 

Electricity 
✓ In its final determination on retail electricity tariffs for 

regional Queensland for 2020-21, QCA left agricultural 

tariffs T62, T65 and T66 unchanged despite the 

significant reductions in household, small business and 

load control tariffs attributed to lower costs of electricity 

and the lower network charges. 

 Given the change in relative prices, some irrigators 

may be better off by switching from these to standard 

tariffs. 

 QCA decided not to introduce load control tariffs as 

primary tariffs, despite the AER approving the 

necessary network tariffs that enable these tariffs. 

CANEGROWERS is working with Energy Queensland 

to extend the period for trialling these tariffs and to 

enable new participants in the trial. 

✓ CANEGROWERS participated in Energy Queensland’s 

stakeholder briefing on the AER final regulatory proposal 

and tariff structure statement. Energy Queensland agreed 

to work with CANEGROWERS to extend the control load 

tariff trial in light of QCA’s decision to delay the 

introduction of these tariffs until 1 July 2021. 

✓ CANEGROWERS participated in QCA’s Consumer 

Advisory Committee meeting. Held just a few days before 

the QCA released its final determination on retail 

electricity prices for regional Queensland, QCA was 

unable to comment on the contents of its final price 

determination. CANEGROWERS called on QCA to work 

with the government to allow additional time for 

stakeholders to contribute to the price determination 

process. 

✓ CANEGROWERS met with the Piper-Alderman team to 

understand the essential elements of its proposed Qld 

Energy Class Action.  The claim: 

 is focussed on the CS Energy and Stanwell’s bidding 

practices, their contravention of S46 of the federal 

Competition and Consumer Act 2010 and the impact 

these practices have on the energy component of 

Queensland’s electricity price stack by preventing 

other generators from competing for supply. 

 is that the misuse of market power and bidding 

practices have caused price spikes, artificially 

increasing the price of electricity in Queensland. 

✓ The impact of the alleged ‘price gaming’ on the energy 

component of an electricity bill is approximately 16% and 

energy accounts for approximately 37% of an annual 

electricity bill. For an irrigator with an annual electricity bill 

of $100,000 over the six-year period of the claim, the 

potential value of a successful outcome would be 

approximately $35,000 before legal costs (which may be 

significant) are taken into account. 

✓ Piper-Alderman are seeking participants in the proposed 

class action. Financed by an external litigation funder, 

there is no financial risk to potential participants. 

Biodiversity payment scheme for 

farmers 
✓ In 2019 the Australian Government announced funding for 

the implementation of an Australian Farm Biodiversity 

Scheme to be developed and led by the National 

Farmers’ Federation (NFF). As part of the Agriculture 

Stewardship Package, the aim of the scheme is to reward 

farmers for managing biodiversity on farm through market

-based mechanisms. CANEGROWERS is a member of 

the project’s Stakeholder Reference Committee which 

met recently. Work to date shows that: 

 There is general support from farmers and supply 

chains for a credible means of promoting Australian 

agriculture’s sustainability credentials. 

 A single farm certification scheme will be unable to 

satisfy the requirements of the energy industry. 

 We should focus on verifying industry-specific 

schemes, such as Smartcane BMP, that can deliver 

the desired outcomes against a meta-standard of 

biodiversity stewardship. By verifying schemes rather 

than certifying/verifying farms, the Government will not 

interfere with supply chains and markets and is more 

likely to deliver outcomes at scale. 

 Farm management that improves aspects of habitat 

value, such as soil health, water quality and/or 

remnant vegetation, should qualify for payments under 

such a scheme. 

 The project will work with ANU and others to test 

several design options by the end of 2020. 

Shirtan deregistered 
✓ With the phasing out of mercury-based pesticides from 

Australia, the APVMA has cancelled the registration of 

Shirtan Liquid Fungicide as at 16 June 2020. Growers in 

possession of unused product may use it in accordance 

with its label instructions for a period of 12 months from 

the date of cancellation, i.e. until 15 June 2021. 
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Pricing information—2019 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the 

QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense 

of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.   

 Net pool price 
($/Tonne IPS)  

QSL Harvest Pool $405 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $391 

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool $392 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $388 

QSL US Quota Pool $600 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $390 

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun -19 65% 267 

18 Jul 19 65% 268 

15 Aug 19 65% 268 

19 Sep 19 65% 257 

17 Oct 19 70% 283 

21 Nov 19 70% 275 

19 Dec 19 75% 306 

16 Jan 20 80% 327 

20 Feb 20 85% 363 

19 Mar 20 87.5% 374 

16 Apr 20 90% 389 

21 May 20 95% 410 

18 Jun 20 97.5% 419 

July 20 100% 430 

2019 Season Advances Schedule 

As at 29 May 2020 

Estimated QSL 2019 Pool Prices 

As at 29 May 2020 

2019 Season Advances 

Schedule 

As at 30 June 2020 

 

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board 

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment 

by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change 

during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price 

and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any 

pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

Confirmed 

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price. 

For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation 

Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page 

of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also 

available in the Pricing & Payments section.  

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

Wilmar Production Risk Pool  $422 

Wilmar Managed Pool 1 $411 

Wilmar US Quota Pool  $694 

Estimated Wilmar 2019 Pool Prices 

As at 30 June 2020 

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at 

the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.  Allocation Account Amounts begin 

the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual 

premiums and costs are known. 

1. Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide added 

tonnage. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price as growers. 

The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis. 

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web 

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun -19 65% 255 

18 Jul 19 65% 255 

15 Aug 19 65% 255 

19 Sep 19 65% 245 

17 Oct 19 70% 270 

21 Nov 19 72.5% 275 

12 Dec 19 77.5% 304 

23 Jan 20 80% 317 

20 Feb 20 82.5% 332 

19 Mar 20 87.5% 356 

16 Apr 20 90% 367 

14 May 20 92.5% 378 

18 Jun 20 95% 390 

July 20 100% 410 
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Pricing information—2020 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the 

QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense 

of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.   

Crop Year  Indicative Price 

2020 Season 391.98 

2021 Season 384.67 

2022 Season 376.52 

2023 Season 366.15 

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/

USD exchange rates 

Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends 

 Net pool price 
($/Tonne IPS)  

QSL Harvest Pool $375 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $371 

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool $391 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $460 

QSL US Quota Pool $838 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $439 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 8 July 2020 
2020 Season Advances Schedule 

As at 29 May 2020 

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices 

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date and reflect the 

weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin 

fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 

Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not 

account for any adjustments resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements.  For more 

information, view the latest QSL Market Snapshot here. 

Estimated QSL 2020 Pool Prices 

As at 29 May 2020 

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board 

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment 

by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change 

during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price 

and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any 

pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun 20 65% 255 

16 Jul 20 65% 255 

20 Aug 20 65% 255 

17 Sep 20 65% 255 

15 Oct 20 70% 275 

19 Nov 20 72.5% 285 

17 Dec 20 75% 295 

21 Jan 21 80% 314 

18 Feb 21 82.5% 324 

18 Mar 21 85% 334 

15 Apr 21 87.5% 344 

13 May 21 90% 354 

17 Jun 21 95% 373 

July 21 100% 393 

 

https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzhJ5wQsCzAQsTjd7a9EVdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCVssUCZsSHaNfPP_5twx7P50lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISVpAwUUqen-LPbb0VBZPHTbFIzzhPPXXzP2t-EyCJtdmUVPBgY-F6lK1FJUSyOrKrKr01yR3-rEDNYGjbGX3ifEYLAUXoHBzVmaACPAnn44T4ZjttI-g7441
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1. QFF has partnered with consulting firm Jacobs to identify 
the top five irrigation water infrastructure projects that the 
state government should prioritise to deliver sustainable 
economic growth and jobs to rural and regional 
communities. Read the media statement HERE and listen 
to QFF CEO Dr Georgina Davis’ interview with ABC 
Rural HERE.  

2. QFF encourages the state government to consider 
investing in a pipeline of smart water infrastructure 
projects to deliver sustainable economic growth and jobs 
to rural and regional communities. Read QFF's 
Queensland Country Life column HERE.  

3. QFF has joined with the Insurance Council of Australia, 
the Australian Petroleum Production & Exploration 
Association, National Farmers Federation, AgForce, and 
Cotton Australia on a statement regarding public liability 
insurance for farmers who host natural gas activities. 
Details HERE.  

4. QFF has recently welcomed new members Turf 
Queensland, Eton Irrigation and Tropical Carbon Farming 
Innovation Hub. As the united voice of intensive, semi-
intensive and irrigated agriculture, we will continue to 
effectively advocate for sectorwide issues and secure 
positive outcomes on economic, social, environmental and 
regional matters. Meet our 20 members HERE.  

5. Join QFF and corporate partner Jacobs for a webinar on 
14 July with practical, commercial guidance on what your 
organisation can do to maximise chances of securing 
investment for water projects under Building Queensland’s 
updated Business Case Development Framework. For 
more information and to register, click HERE.  

6. Many farmers have chosen to express their opposition to 
reef regulations via a new petition to the Queensland 
Parliament launched by Bundaberg CANEGROWERS. 
You can continue to show your opposition in this way 
HERE  

7. Students from regional areas will be given $5000 to help 
pay for relocation costs when they move to study a 
Certificate IV qualification or higher to help close the rural 
and remote education gap. Details HERE.  

8. State land rent will be deferred for grazing and primary 
production lessees across 45 fully and partly drought 
declared local government areas for the 2021-21 financial 
year. While almost 15,000 drought affected Queensland 
farmers will save up to $2.2 million in annual water licence 
fees over the next two years. Details HERE.  

9. The National Red Imported Fire Ant Eradication Program 
is calling on residents in the Lockyer Valley, Scenic Rim 
and parts of Ipswich to be on the lookout for any 
remaining fire ants after three years of intensive 
treatment. You can report suspicious ants at HERE or by 
calling 13 25 23.  

10. Applications are now open for the 2021 Nuffield Australia 
Scholarships which give farmers the opportunity to access 
global networks and practices to create positive change in 
a post-COVID economy. For more information and to 
apply, click HERE.  

Smartcane BMP self-
assessment workshops 
The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP 

accreditation.  Growers who have completed the self-

assessment and would like to continue on to accreditation 

should also contact Terry or Jasmine. 

Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149 

Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601 

 

IrrigWeb workshops 
 

Workshops will cover:  setting up a farm and paddocks; 

determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation 

information. 

You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet.  Phones are 

suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too 

small for the initial setup.  If you don’t have a laptop or tablet 

please let us know so we can organise one. 

Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079. 
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Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

CANEGROWERS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Greg Watson General Manager 0436 949 714 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
 

Finance & Admin Manager 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll Manager 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3606 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Glenn Betteridge glenn_betteridge@outlook.com 0407 169 273 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Fortnightly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Invicta Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 

Pioneer Vicki Lewis vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Kalamia Sue Wright sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319  

Inkerman Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 


