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CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd Newsletter Edition 2020/11 Distributed: Monday 20 July 2020 

Senate Committee Hearing – Take Two 
The Senate Committee hearing into Great Barrier Reef water quality originally scheduled for Townsville 

on 18/3/20 and subsequently cancelled for Covid-19 has been rescheduled to Brisbane for 28/7/20.  

The industry is very disappointed that these hearings are not being held in the regions where these 

southern based decisions impact people the most and we are lobbying to try and get some form of 

consultation out into regional communities. In the interim Canegrowers Burdekin will be appearing 

alongside other Canegrowers offices for Herbert River, Tully and Cairns. Details for our hearing are as 

follows: 

 

Date:     Tuesday, 28 July 2020 

Location:    Royal on the Park, 152 Alice Street,  

      Brisbane, Queensland 

Your appearance:  8.30am – 9.15am (panel session)  

The format for the 45 minute session is introductory remarks: 

one person from each organisation gets 3 minutes to state 

their key points and then the Committee engages 

organisations in a Q&A session for whatever time remains – 

this is likely to be a maximum of 30 min, and more likely to be 

closer to 20 min. 

Canegrowers Burdekin will be represented by Phil Marano, 

Owen Menkens and Greg Watson with Phil Marano providing 

the introductory remarks for the Burdekin. The five Senators 

will comprise of Senator McDonald, Senator Rennick, Senator 

Green and Senator Waters from Qld and Senator Sterle from 

WA.  

The hearing is a public event, which means members of the 

public and the media are free to attend the hearing in person 

subject to Covid-19 restrictions on numbers. Additionally, the 

hearing will be available to audio stream on the Parliament's 

website at www.aph.gov.au/Watch_Read_Listen.   

A Hansard transcription will be made of the hearing, which will 

become official records of the Australian Parliament. This will 

also be a public and freely accessible document, including 

being placed on the internet.  

 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Watch_Read_Listen
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-assembly/petitions/petition-details?id=3344
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Big Brother Wants to 
Watch You Even More! 

CANEGROWERS is sounding 

the alarm over a covert State 

Government move to access 

data about Queensland farmers 

in Great Barrier Reef catchment 

areas. 

“The Department of Environment 

and Science is seeking a 

contractor to identify sources of 

information about sugarcane 

growers, graziers and banana 

producers along much of the 

Queensland coast,” 

CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said.  

“We are alarmed that this outsourcing exercise will put at 

risk the privacy of our members’ personal information as 

defined under privacy law.”  

The tender document, DES19406 - Identify existing 

information sources for Agricultural Producers in the Great 

Barrier Reef Catchment, says the aim of the project is to 

provide information for a spatial database of producers for 

the purpose of reef regulation compliance activities.  

“The Queensland Government already knows who owns 

land in the catchment regions – it administers land titles,” 

Mr Galligan said. “It appears the Government wishes to 

siphon personal and business information out of programs 

and projects that growers have participated in in good faith.  

"Producers should be worried that information they have 

provided for one particular purpose could be collated, 

compiled and used for a completely different purpose by the 

Government.”  

CANEGROWERS has written to the Environment and 

Science Minister Leeanne Enoch about the tender. “Last 

year CANEGROWERS was outspoken about a dangerous 

clause in the reef legislation that went through parliament – 

giving the government power to acquire, from anyone who 

works with or for farmers, records about farm businesses,” 

Mr Galligan said.  

“We are concerned that this tender is the State 

Government’s first step towards wielding the power it gave 

itself." (Section 89 of the Environmental Protection (Great 

Barrier Reef Protection Measures) and Other Legislation 

Amendment Act 2019). 

How is this a good allocation of public monies? In North 

Queensland we have rampant juvenile crime which is out of 

control and businesses collapsing from Covid-19 and 

instead of allocating scarce resources to further tackle 

these issues, the Queensland Government want to spend 

money on a contractor to collate information to watch 

farmers instead? What a disgrace. 

Project to grow 
agricultural workforce  
The Queensland agriculture sector has joined together to 

support an initiative encouraging primary school students to visit 

farms and other primary education sites to grow their knowledge 

by learning about agriculture production, sustainable practices 

and land stewardship. 

The Rural Jobs and Skills Alliance (RJSA) led by the 

Queensland Farmers’ Federation, will partner with AgForce 

Queensland to deliver a project funded by the federal 

government’s Kids to Farm grants program, aimed at cultivating 

connections between farms, schools and communities. 

Chair of the RJSA Ian Atkinson said a lack of understanding of 

what modern agriculture involves could threaten the ability to 

attract young people to work in the sector. 

“The initiative aims to increase student’s understanding of where 

and how their food and fibre is produced, and the important role 

agriculture plays in Australia’s way of life, regional communities 

and economy,” Mr Atkinson said. 

“The Central Queensland University will develop curriculum-

based modules to create engagement and learning activities that 

support the Australian Curriculum connection to food and fibre. 

While the RJSA will provide advice, links to producers and 

knowledge of the sector.” 

Mr Atkinson said the project was a positive step in agriculture’s 

ongoing challenge of ensuring it attracted and retained the 

appropriately resourced workforce it needs, now and in the 

future. 

“Building on this, the RJSA’s Queensland Agriculture to Schools 

Engagement Program (QASEP) suggests a wholistic solution 

that addresses both the perceived and real gaps in schools-

industry engagement and the need for continuous learning in the 

workforce,” Mr Atkinson said. 

“We encourage the Queensland Government to work with 

industry to progress the implementation of QASEP, which would 

improve the way schools and agricultural industries interact, 

provide mutually beneficial experiences and learning, and open 

the job pathways the sector needs to feed, clothe and grow 

amenity into the future.” 
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Approved Seed Cane – Price vs Cost 
By Burdekin Productivity Services 
Sugar cane farming is a business like any other in the Burdekin, Queensland, Australia or the world. No matter what business you 

are in, there are always important financial decisions to be made. In making such decisions, ‘false economy’ must be avoided 

otherwise productivity, profitability and sustainability will suffer. 

The definition of the term ‘False Economy’ can be described as an apparent financial saving that in fact leads to greater losses. 

Let’s apply false economy to the question of whether to purchase seed cane for your farm. 

At BPS we are constantly questioned over the price of approved seed cane. Why should it be purchased when it is so expensive? 

How come the harvester operator charges so much? These are questions relating to price. Cost is not always the same as price. 

The question relating to this business decision should be - What is the cost of not purchasing approved seed cane? 

The chart below explores price of seed cane versus the cost of not purchasing approved seed cane. 

Items Details Seed  

price/t 

Farm  

price /t 

Explanation 

Plot cane Plants $45-$60  

 

 Prices vary between plots depending on ownership subsidies. Plot 

cane is held back & ploughed out after first ratoon.  

 Harvester $30  

 

 Harvester prices are constant at all plots - price reflects operating 

expenses, down time/waiting around, on call, return per tonne on 

capital investment (Harvester).  

Farm plants Plants  $30-$35  Plants cut from farm are not sent to mill (less harvesting $8)  

 Harvester  $15-$20 Planting per hectare rate includes harvesting costs - may not be 

itemised however- less down time & greater throughput than plot 

harvesting  

Extractor 

loss - Plots 

cut green 

estimated 20% 

loss 

$0  Plot holder accepts extractor losses, member pays for billets 

delivered only  

Extractor 

loss - Farm 

cut green 

estimated 20% 

loss  

 $6-$7 Decreased yield from plant source - Grower incurs loss estimated 

to be 20% of material through extraction  

Plot cane 

growth 

Plants held 

back to 80 - 100 

t/ha 

$0  Plot holder accepts losses from reduced yield potential 

Farm cane 

growth 

Plant source 

immature 

 $8 - $17 Grower accepts losses from reduced yield potential - could be 25-

50% more cane if allowed to grow out fully for milling  

PRICE  $75 - $90 $59 - $79 This is the price of seed cane vs farm sourced plants. There 

isn’t a great deal of difference in price.  

     

Item Details Approved 

Seed cane 

Farm Source Explanation 

Disease RSD Nil Invisible loss - 

Estimated 5-

10% loss 

Although irrigation masks RSD (Ratoon Stunting Disease) to a 

certain degree, this disease can cause crop losses of 10-50% in 

other regions. A 5-10% loss may not be evident in higher yielding 

Burdekin crops, however it is still a loss of considerable income that 

compounds with each subsequent ratoon crop.  

Other 

Diseases 

Yield Decline Nil Invisible loss - 

Estimated 5-

10% loss 

Old seed source more than 5 years from hot water treatment i.e. 3 

years from plot distribution, or poorly selected seed source may 

result in propagation and accumulation of other diseases 

throughout the farm resulting in yield decline.  

COST  $75-$90 

EXACT 

COST 

$100+ 

UNKNOWN 

COST 

Cost of farm sourced plants may be greater than approved 

seed cane in certain circumstances, the extent of which is not 

easily quantified! Approved seed cane however, has a known 

cost & is great insurance against disease and subsequent 

cumulative yield losses.  
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Approved Seed Cane – 
Price vs Cost continued 
BPS recommends that all cane growers propagate an area of 

approved seed cane on their farm as a source of clean 

uncontaminated planting material.  

Management recently produced a report for the board of 

directors examining an optimum area each grower should set 

aside for seed cane propagation. This report estimated 

approximately 1% of farm area should be dedicated each year 

for planting of seed cane sourced from an approved seed cane 

plot. District wide, BPS would require around 7000-8000 

tonnes of approved seed cane production to satisfy this 

requirement. Some varieties from the plots do not sell out, so 

add 25% to this figure to arrive at 9000-10000 tonnes for 

distribution. Currently the district’s plots have the potential to 

grow this amount at a yield of 80 tonnes per hectare.  

Free online suicide prevention program 
The Burdekin Community Association is holding a free online suicide prevention program which is open to all members of the 

public. 

The program is an early intervention ‘90-minute online training program that prepares trainees with the skills to recognize when 

someone is having thoughts of suicide and how to respond to keep them safe.  

Participants have the ability to sign in and out multiple times while undertaking the 90 minute program. They will have 60 days 

from the time of enrolment to be able to finish the program, so this gives flexibility to fit the program into their time/work restraints.  

If you are interested in participating in the training program, please send your name and email address through to 

Jeanie.zont@bcaburdekin.org.au or phone the information to BCS on 47832711.  
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New fertiliser delivery 
reports are here  

Wilmar AgServices’ new fertiliser delivery reports are now 

live.  

This means the next time Wilmar’s fertiliser contractor 

applies Bio Dunder® liquid fertilisers to your farm, you will 

receive a delivery report within three days of application.  

AgServices Business Manager George Russell said 

Wilmar had introduced the detailed delivery report to help 

growers meet record-keeping obligations under the new 

Reef Regulations.  

“Starting this season, growers need to keep records of the 

quantity, rate and amount of nitrogen and phosphorus 

applied to each individual block,” Mr Russell said.  

“Our fertiliser delivery report contains essential reporting 

data at block level about growers’ Bio Dunder® Liquid 

Fertiliser application.”  

Mr Russell urged growers to supply their application 

contractor with a copy of their current mill-supplied farm 

map to ensure accuracy in reporting.  

“Prior to application, you’ll need to confirm with your 

contractor which farm and block number/s the fertiliser is 

being applied to,” he said.  

“Remember, that the more complete the information you 

provide to the application contractor, particularly block 

descriptions, the more comprehensive and compliant the 

report you’ll receive.”  

To assist growers with reading and understanding the new 

delivery report, Wilmar AgServices has created a help 

sheet. You can find it here.  

More information on the new delivery reports is published 

on Wilmar’s new website.  

Wilmar AgServices’ new fertiliser delivery reports will help 

growers meet record-keeping obligations under the new Reef 

Regulations.  
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

Trade 
✓ The Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement (IA-CEPA) entered into force on 5 

July. CANEGROWERS participated in the launch 

addressed by Australia's Trade Minister Birmingham and 

attended by Indonesian Trade Minister Lembong. IA-

CEPA confirms the terms of market access for Australian 

raw sugar agreed by President Widodo and former Prime 

Minister Turnbull and implemented by an amendment to 

Indonesia’s ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand FTA 

(AANZFTA) tariff schedule. Electricity 
✓ CANEGROWERS participated in an Energy Queensland 

forum addressing the impact of new tariff structures 

following QCA’s regional retail price determination. The 

price reductions that apply to the small business tariff 

(T20) and the controlled load tariff (T33) are likely to make 

those tariffs more attractive for many irrigators than the 

traditional agricultural tariffs (T62, T65 and T66).    

✓ CANEGROWERS participated in an Australian Energy 

Market Commission (AEMC) briefing on its current review 

of Australia’s economic regulatory framework for 

electricity network to assess whether it continues to 

support the long-term interests of consumers. We 

stressed the importance of the review re-examining the 

network’s risk allocation framework. The current revenue 

cap approach shifts significant volume and price risk to 

consumers. The alternative price cap approach would 

result in network facing greater volume risk. 

Senate Inquiry into evidence for Reef 

regulations - public hearings 
✓ Representatives from nine CANEGROWERS 

organisations will appear before these hearings on 27-28 

July in Brisbane. The main issues to be raised by these 

reps include excessive regulation, water quality science 

and policy, water quality targets, and the Paddock to Reef 

program. Talking points have been prepared. At this 

stage, the four Queensland senators on the Committee 

will be the only members present at these hearings. 

Reef Report Card 2019 
✓ This Reef report card is due for release in August, but the 

actual date will be determined by the GBR Ministerial 

Forum. It will include practice change data provided by 

projects funded by Reef Trust and OGBR during the 12 

months to July 2019. Nearly all projects over that period, 

from Isis to Mossman, had a major focus on nutrient 

management planning. So any trends in the report card 

will mostly reflect reported changes in N rates from those 

projects. 

Executive 
✓ Ongoing work preparing for the 

Senate inquiry hearings into the 

evidence for Reef regulations  

✓ Attended the regular NFF 

Member CEOs meeting to discuss 

current national agricultural policy 

issues, in particular drought support mechanisms and 

national reviews of research and development. 

✓ Attended the Sustainable Sugar workshop held by KPMG  

✓ Along with the Chairman, met with the Chair and CEO of 

SRA to discuss the emerging process to develop a new 

SRA strategy  

✓ Participation in the NFF Workforce Committee meeting to 

discuss national workforce policy issues including the Fair 

Work Australia in relation to the Sugar Industry Award, 

and National Standards for quad bike safety  

✓ Contributing to the Federal Government national 

economic recovery blueprint through the National 

Farmers' Federation CEO group. The NFF will be 

releasing a plan detailing how agriculture is contributing 

strongly to assisting the economy to recover from COVID-

19. 

✓ Meeting with Federal Department of Agriculture, Water 

and Environment executives to discuss cane and reef 

related issues. 

✓ Attended NFF CEO innovation coalition meeting to 

discuss proposal being developed through the rural 

industry development corporations (RDCs) to collaborate 

on innovations programs. This is part of an overall 

response to the federal government review into the rural 

innovation system.   

National Fall Army Worm 
✓ Plant Health Australia has invited the members of PHA, 

including both CANEGROWERS and SRA, to have a 

representative participate in this forum to be held towards 

the end of July.  It will discuss gaps in knowledge on FAW 

and the needs of each industry for ongoing monitoring 

and control of the pest. 
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Pricing information—2019 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the 

 Net pool price 
($/Tonne IPS)  

QSL Harvest Pool $405 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $391 

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool $392 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $388 

QSL US Quota Pool $600 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $390 

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun -19 65% 267 

18 Jul 19 65% 268 

15 Aug 19 65% 268 

19 Sep 19 65% 257 

17 Oct 19 70% 283 

21 Nov 19 70% 275 

19 Dec 19 75% 306 

16 Jan 20 80% 327 

20 Feb 20 85% 363 

19 Mar 20 87.5% 374 

16 Apr 20 90% 389 

21 May 20 95% 410 

18 Jun 20 97.5% 419 

July 20 100% 430 

2019 Season Advances Schedule 

As at 29 May 2020 

Estimated QSL 2019 Pool Prices 

As at 29 May 2020 

2019 Season Advances 

Schedule 

As at 30 June 2020 

 

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board 

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment 

by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change 

during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price 

and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any 

pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

Confirmed 

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price. 

For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation 

Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page 

of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also 

available in the Pricing & Payments section.  

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

Wilmar Production Risk Pool  $422 

Wilmar Managed Pool 1 $411 

Wilmar US Quota Pool  $694 

Estimated Wilmar 2019 Pool Prices 

As at 30 June 2020 

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at 

the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.  Allocation Account Amounts begin 

the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual 

premiums and costs are known. 

1. Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide added 

tonnage. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price as growers. 

The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis. 

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web 

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun -19 65% 255 

18 Jul 19 65% 255 

15 Aug 19 65% 255 

19 Sep 19 65% 245 

17 Oct 19 70% 270 

21 Nov 19 72.5% 275 

12 Dec 19 77.5% 304 

23 Jan 20 80% 317 

20 Feb 20 82.5% 332 

19 Mar 20 87.5% 356 

16 Apr 20 90% 367 

14 May 20 92.5% 378 

18 Jun 20 95% 390 

July 20 100% 410 
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Pricing information—2020 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the 

QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense 

of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.   

 Net pool price 
($/Tonne IPS)  

QSL Harvest Pool $378 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $383 

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool $389 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $460 

QSL US Quota Pool $813 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $434 

Crop Year  Indicative Price 

2020 Season 375.06 

2021 Season 377.57 

2022 Season 373.14 

2023 Season 365.07 

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/

USD exchange rates 

Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 21 July 2020 

2020 Season Advances Schedule 

As at 30 June 2020 

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices 

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date and reflect the 

weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin 

fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 

Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not 

account for any adjustments resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements.  For more 

information, view the latest QSL Market Snapshot here. 

Estimated QSL 2020 Pool Prices 

As at 30 June 2020 

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board 

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment 

by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change 

during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price 

and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any 

pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun 20 65% 255 

16 Jul 20 65% 255 

20 Aug 20 65% 255 

17 Sep 20 65% 255 

15 Oct 20 70% 274 

19 Nov 20 72.5% 284 

17 Dec 20 75% 294 

21 Jan 21 80% 313 

18 Feb 21 82.5% 323 

18 Mar 21 85% 333 

15 Apr 21 87.5% 343 

13 May 21 90% 353 

17 Jun 21 95% 372 

July 21 100% 392 

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun 20 70% 290 

16 Jul 20 70% 290 

20 Aug 20 70% 290 

17 Sep 20 70% 290 

15 Oct 20 72.5% 301 

19 Nov 20 75% 311 

17 Dec 20 77.5% 322 

21 Jan 21 80% 332 

18 Feb 21 85% 353 

18 Mar 21 87.5% 363 

15 Apr 21 90% 373 

20 May 21 95% 394 

17 Jun 21 97.5% 405 

July 21 100% 415 

2020 Season Advances 

Schedule 

As at 30 June 2020 

 

Confirmed 

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price. 

For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation 

Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page 

of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also 

available in the Pricing & Payments section.  

Estimated Wilmar 2019 Pool Prices 

As at 30 June 2020 

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at 
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.  Allocation Account Amounts begin 

the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual 
premiums and costs are known. 

1. Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide 
added tonnage. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price 

as growers. The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis. 

2. As of the 30th of June, Wilmar does not currently have a component which is required to 
be sold or priced in order to manage storage constraints in the sugar terminals. The 
Gross Pool Price is currently a marked-to-market price for the March 2021 and May 
2021 ICE #11 futures positions, which is consistent with the current expected sales 

program. 

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web 

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

Wilmar Production Risk Pool  $407 

Wilmar Managed Pool 1 $396 

Wilmar US Quota Pool  $710 

 

https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzhJ5wQsCzAQsTjd7a9EVdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCVssUCZsSHaNfPP_5twx7P50lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISVpAwUUqen-LPbb0VBZPHTbFIzzhPPXXzP2t-EyCJtdmUVPBgY-F6lK1FJUSyOrKrKr01yR3-rEDNYGjbGX3ifEYLAUXoHBzVmaACPAnn44T4ZjttI-g7441
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1. Rates charges and other council budget processes must 
be transparent. Land valuation increases do not correlate 
to a need for more funds to administer the region. Read 
QFF's Queensland Country Life column HERE.  

2. Join QFF and corporate partner Jacobs for a webinar on 
14 July with practical, commercial guidance on what your 
organisation can do to maximise chances of securing 
investment for water projects under Building Queensland’s 
updated Business Case Development Framework. For 
more information and to register, click HERE.  

3. After graduating with a Master’s Degree in Environmental 
Management, the QFF Agricultural Extension Work 
Placement Program presented a unique Reef opportunity 
with NQ Dry Tropics NRM for city slicker Carleigh Drew. 
Read more about her experience with the program HERE.  

4. QFF Project Manager Kerry Battersby, along with Dr 
Shahbaz Mushtaq and Dr Jarrod Kath from the University 
of Southern Queensland have been chosen to present on 
a joint project to produce enhanced agricultural crop 
insurance systems at the online Australian Disaster 
Resilience Conference from 24-27 August 2020. Read 
more about the project HERE.  

5. The Australian Government recently announced $100 
million will be available annually for drought resilience 
projects with programs starting to roll out from July 2020, 
supporting farmers and communities to become more 
prepared for, and resilient to, the impacts of drought. 
Details HERE.  

6. Grants of up to $20,000 are now available for small 
businesses to improve their energy efficiency through the 
Energy Efficient Communities Program. Grants may be 
used for equipment and component improvements, 
energy audits, feasibility studies and/or energy use and 
emission monitoring. For more information and to apply, 
click HERE.  

7. Nominations for the 2020 Queensland Agriculture Awards 
are now open. There are two awards—the Peter Kenny 
Medal and the Minister’s Emerging Leader Award—each 
with $3,000 up for grabs. Nominations close 20 July 2020. 
Details HERE.  

8. The exotic pest fall armyworm has been detected in 
Longreach. Be alert but not alarmed. If you think you’ve 
seen fall armyworm, take some photos and call 
Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23 or speak to your 
local biosecurity or extension officer. More information and 
watch a series of webinars about the pest HERE.  

9. TAFE Queensland has designed a range of short courses 
to enable local farmers and residents in areas affected by 
drought to upskill, engage with local community and 
increase opportunities for off-farm income. Five training 
programs are available, all are fully funded under the 
Rural Support Training program. For more information, 
click HERE.  

10. A new Society of Precision Agriculture Australia project 
will help growers make practical use of precision 
agriculture equipment and data. To ensure resources and 
training are as relevant as possible to growers, the project 
team has compiled an online survey. Have your say 
HERE.  

Smartcane BMP self-
assessment workshops 
The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP 

accreditation.  Growers who have completed the self-

assessment and would like to continue on to accreditation 

should also contact Terry or Jasmine. 

Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149 

Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601 

 

IrrigWeb workshops 
 

Workshops will cover:  setting up a farm and paddocks; 

determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation 

information. 

You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet.  Phones are 

suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too 

small for the initial setup.  If you don’t have a laptop or tablet 

please let us know so we can organise one. 

Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079. 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/6iJoC2xZz3T0MBNUy35js?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/rmgLC3Q8B4UWny5CMK2uO?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/nckzC4QZE5URXDpTgmWUA?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/TXz5C5QZJ6UwBXVf1UUpF?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/ngZlC6X1LgcZ5pnu7e5Jk?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/uFDaC71ZNjTnD8OtjeLfF?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/cX6RC81ZPkTBo27fDk27J?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/cX6RC81ZPkTBo27fDk27J?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/OSm5C91ZRlTrGl5uyEYEF?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/c7PiC0YZv1cY17RUGVgy-?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/NchpCgZo1rT4MoLuWl3aG?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/NchpCgZo1rT4MoLuWl3aG?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/fAqDCjZr7xTZWB7uoJ8R4?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/fAqDCjZr7xTZWB7uoJ8R4?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/0O6jCk8v9yToxKMUP-ezk?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/2EHEClxwjzT6QVBIr7GQR?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/g5rJCmOxlAskOgmizYu6e?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/zgpBCnxynBTr8PJu7-V-8?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/OMGbCoVzpDs6Og7IPUYUP?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/XyajCp8ArETpYVjhPRJIgb?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/cAwTCq7BwGsJqEpIZZ_Kk7?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/q7nCCr8DyJT4gk5u7zRpBx?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/blWfCvl0KNTrQYDuQz-w3i?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/wf_bCwVLMOsgBqDiVKIONm?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/tsL6CxnMOPsPY72s8RQHNx?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/b07sCyoNQ0IAx8lfZAOCov?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

CANEGROWERS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Greg Watson General Manager 0436 949 714 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
 

Finance & Admin Manager 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll Manager 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3606 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Glenn Betteridge glenn_betteridge@outlook.com 0407 169 273 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Fortnightly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Invicta Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 

Pioneer Vicki Lewis vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Kalamia Sue Wright sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319  

Inkerman Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 


