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Farmers Fight Reef Red Tape with Online Petition  
Queensland farmers battling the stealthy rise of Reef Regulations by 

the Palaszczuk Government are taking the fight direct to State 

Parliament. An e-petition sponsored by the Member for Burnett 

Stephen Bennett (LNP) seeks to reverse legislation pushed through in 

2019. 

The e-petition, launched on 2 June, calls for the Environmental 

Protection (Great Barrier Reef Protection Measures) and Other 

Legislation Amendment Act 2019 to be revoked. 

It also demands the establishment of an Office of Science Quality 

Assurance to check the science being used to make political decisions. 

The petition is open to every Queenslander, and is located at https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-assembly/petitions/

petition-details?id=3344. This petition and campaign is being supported by CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd and we would urge 

everyone to sign the petition and encourage members to circulate the link widely to gain as much support as we can to reduce 

this additional layer of red tape.  

We will also have in our office, a paper-based version of the petition for members of the community to sign.  

To be clear, farmers are not advocating for open slather to do what they want, as farmers value the importance of the 

environment just as much as anybody else does. All farmers want is a fair go to produce the food and fibre the nation needs in a 

sustainable way and in the process support jobs and growth in regional communities. To do so, we need regulation that is 

practical and based on realistic expectations and we don’t have that at the moment. In the lead up to the Queensland state 

election we need to send a clear message to politicians via strong industry and community support that the Reef Regulations as 

they currently stand need to be improved into something more workable. 

Juggling Act - Burdekin 2020 Season Start Date 
Everyone has been very keen to see the crushing start for the 

2020 season, but the recent wet weather has resulted in the start 

date becoming a bit of a moving feast with a few false dawns. 

Wilmar are ready to go and will need to continue to maintain 

sufficient flexibility in reviewing start dates as the last thing the 

industry needs is to have a brief start to the season which runs out 

of puff due to inadequate cane supply.  

Growers don’t need to incur damage to cane stools and paddocks, 

contractors don’t need to be constantly bogged and the mill does 

not want to receive mud, so it is in everyone’s best interest to get 

this right. On the flipside, the price paid for starting late is a later 

finish to the season and the goal for the 2020 season was to be 

finished in November 2020. That said, no one can control the weather and the uncertainty of this variable is a factor that everyone 

is used to.  

Based on the latest advices from Wilmar, Invicta should have enough cane committed from various areas to commence on 
Wednesday 10th June and Kalamia and Pioneer will come on stream as soon as the access to cane is there to do so. The start 
date for Inkerman is looking more like Monday 15th June but this is not firm and could be either earlier or later than that date.   

https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-assembly/petitions/petition-details?id=3344
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-assembly/petitions/petition-details?id=3344
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Sad day for 
regional 
communities 
CANEGROWERS is seeking a commitment that 

resources to cover regional and rural news and 

issues will be maintained by News Corp when it 

ceases printing many of its newspapers. 

“Across the sugarcane regions of Queensland, 

cane growers are deeply saddened by the 

announcement that many of their local 

newspapers are moving to a digital-only platform,” 

CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said. 

“For many communities, the local newspaper has 

been informing and entertaining them for 

generations, and it’s loss as a physical product is 

genuinely being mourned. 

“There is concern too for the projected hundreds of 

dedicated regional journalists who may lose their 

jobs.” 

As a peak industry organisation representing 

thousands of farm businesses in Queensland, 

CANEGROWERS is particularly concerned about 

the reduction of media diversity across the rural 

landscape. 

“The benefits that having multiple avenues to have 

stories and issues raised, explored and analysed 

can’t be underestimated,” Mr Galligan said. 

“We are concerned at the loss of dedicated rural 

news coverage in the Rural Weekly supplement 

which goes into many of the papers in the firing 

line today. 

“It is important that with this decision, News Corp 

commits to keeping a focus on local news – that 

there are journalists in regional areas who will 

shine a spotlight on their community’s events, 

tragedies and celebrations, hold its leaders to 

account and understand what makes its issues 

unique.”  

Superannuation 
concessional cap 
The concessional cap for superannuation for 2020 is $25,000.  If you 

have more than one fund, all concessional contributions made to all of 

your funds are added together and counted towards the concessional 

contributions cap.  

If you are wanting to top up your super before the end of financial year, it 

is best to do so early as it may take a couple of weeks for your super fund 

to reconcile the payment. 

https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-assembly/petitions/petition-details?id=3344
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 A   RO  RS 

mem ers 

free call  

  00         

For free advice on legal 

issues contact  

Canegrowers’ legal advisor  

 hris  ooper  

Haulage contractors in 
the Haughton upgrade 
area requested to 
contact TI  

The Infrastructure Group (TIG) are requesting contact details 

for haulage contractors who haul along or within the vicinity of 

the Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade to assist them to 

coordinate haulage through the roadworks, reducing any 

potential delays and achieving the safest, most efficient 

transport. 

Contractors should also be aware that road workers use UHF 

Channels 10,13 and 19 for site communications throughout the 

various areas of the project. Signage is in place along the 

highway to confirm which channel is used in which area, and a 

notice confirming same is attached.  

Haulage contractors are asked to use other UHF channels to 

avoid any confusion, unless attempting to contact roadwork 

traffic controllers to coordinate haulage movements through 

work areas. 

TIG would also like to remind haulage contractors and cane 

farmers of the ongoing closure of Shirbourne Road to all traffic 

until late August 2020. From late August only single direction 

travel will be permitted (from the Bruce Highway onto 

Shirbourne Road), given the constrained environment while an 

overpass is constructed.  

TIG can be contacted on 0408 972 536 or email 

mary@balfourconsulting.com.au  

 ew way to log in to the 
 rower e  

Wilmar has launched a new website, the current website 

www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au will stay live until Friday 12th 

June.  After that, you will be automatically redirected to the new 

website.  

You will find GrowerWeb login links in various positions on the 

new website, including the header and footer, as pictured.  

Once you click on the link, you will be taken to the current login 

page. 

If you currently auto save your password, now may be a good 

time to remind yourself of what that password is. If you can’t 

remember your password after the current website is retired, 

you will need to reset it.  

If you have any problems accessing GrowerWeb when the 

change occurs one of Wilmar’s GrowerWeb Team can assist. 

To stay ahead of the change, you can add https://

growerweb.wilmar.com.au to your favourites list now. This will 

take you to the GrowerWeb login page.  

https://growerweb.wilmar.com.au
https://growerweb.wilmar.com.au
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Train Brain tune to spread safety message  
Wilmar Sugar Australia has launched a fun song with a serious 

message as the flagship of its 2020 cane train safety campaign.  

The catchy Train Brain Song urges people to look out for cane 

trains and to use their train brains, or risk ending up ‘flat out like 

a toad’.  

The song was written and recorded by Bundaberg local Warren 

Wrangell, who uploaded an early version of the tune to his 

Facebook page last year.  

Wilmar partnered with Mr Wrangell to have the song 

professionally recorded and worked with Mak Media to develop 

an animation to go with it.  

Wilmar Sugar’s General Manager Cane Supply and Grower Relations Paul Giordani said he hoped the Train Brain Song 

connected with people of all ages and helped keep them safe this crushing season.  

“The lyrics are fun but it’s a serious message about using your train brain and staying safe around cane trains,” he said.  

“Using your train brain means to always be on the lookout for cane trains, to obey all signs and signals at cane railway crossings, 

and to always give way to oncoming cane trains.”  

With crushing about to commence in the Burdekin region, cane trains will be on the move from this week, transporting empty cane 

bins out to sidings in readiness for the start to harvesting.  Wilmar operates more than 1600km of cane railway track across the 

Herbert, Burdekin, Proserpine and Plane Creek milling regions. That includes more than 460 crossings on public roads.  

“Our cane trains operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week during the crushing season,” Mr Giordani said.  

“Although cane trains travel at relatively low speeds they can haul loads in excess of 1,000 tonnes.  “They can’t swerve and they 

can’t stop quickly. A cane train hauling full bins will take about one kilometre to stop after brakes are applied.  

“The last thing our locomotive drivers want to do is come to a road crossing and see motorists try to beat the train or, worse still, 

come into contact with a train, because it’s the motorist who will end up second best.”  

Mr Wrangell said he wrote the Train Brain Song after his own close encounter with a cane train last year, while on the job as a 

mower driver for Bundaberg Regional Council.  

“I was going along and then there was a cane train right in front of me and I thought ‘look out for those cane trains’,” he said.  

“Every time I came to a cane train track after that, those words popped in my head, so I thought I would put a bit of music to it to 

get the safety message out.  

“I hope the song wakes people up to the fact that they need to be safe around cane trains. Hopefully, it will save lives.”  

The Train Brain Song will feature in Wilmar’s television, radio and social media advertising campaign throughout the 2020 

crushing season.  The animation is available here: https://vimeo.com/424664315.  

https://vimeo.com/424664315
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Queensland 
 ommunity 
Achievement Awards  
The Queensland Community Achievement Awards have been 

launched for 2020 and the state-wide search has begun.  The 

Awards include categories of: 

• Australia Pacific LNG Community Hero Award 

• Prime Super Agricultural Innovation Award 

• Prime Super Employer Excellence in Aged Care Award 

• Ricoh Australia Customer Service Award 

• Awards Australia Community Group of the Year Award 

Do you know an Agricultural Innovator to nominate for the 

Agricultural Innovation Award category? 

Nominations can be submitted at www.awardsaustralia.com/

qcaa 

 Nominations close Wednesday 5th August 2020. For 

assistance please feel free to call the Awards Office on 1300 

055 096 or email qcaa@awardsaustralia.com  

 ew  ilmar we site  
 Wilmar Sugar Australia has launched a new website that 

showcases the company’s operations across Australia and 

New Zealand.  

The new platform covers Wilmar’s raw sugar operations, 

refined sugar business and renewable energy production, as 

well as Sugar Marketing, Wilmar BioEthanol and Wilmar 

AgServices.  

Users can find the latest media releases, fact sheets and 

weekly production reports. There’s also a resources section 

featuring videos, cane train safety information and activities for 

kids.  

 The new website is at www.wilmarsugar-anz.com.   

 Growers can find the GrowerWeb login point at a few 

locations on the new site, including on the yellow task bar 

(circled in red).  

http://www.awardsaustralia.com/qcaa
http://www.awardsaustralia.com/qcaa
http://www.wilmarsugar-anz.com
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Industry we inars 

SRA recently hosted a webinar providing an update on the 

yellow canopy syndrome (YCS) research program. View 

webinar here. 

As a follow-up to that webinar, SRA are holding an online 

question and answer session to answer your questions around 

YCS and the other factors that can cause yellowing in 

sugarcane. 

Questions can be submitted in two ways: 

 You can send your questions in advance to SRA Adoption 

Officer, Clare Gersch, via email to 

cgersch@sugarresearch.com.au or phone 0436 924 712. 

You may also wish to submit photographs via email. 

 Ask your questions during the online chat directly. 

SRA strongly encourage you to send your questions in 

advance, to allow us to ensure we have collected the 

necessary information you need. 

SRA Research staff in attendance include: 

• Executive Manager for Biosecurity and Production, Dr 

Barry Salter 

• Leader for Disease Management, Dr Rob Magarey 

• Focus Area Leader for Plant Disease and Weed 

Management, Dr Kevin Powell 

• Researcher, Mr Gerard Scalia 

• Leader, Molecular Genetics, Dr Priya Joyce 

SRA acknowledges the funding contribution from the 

Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries towards 

this research activity. 

Click here to join the meeting, 8am, June 16. 

Satellite and ground  ased remote sensing for yield and 

nitrogen mapping  

June 23, 8.30am  Click here to join meeting 

SRA invite you to join this upcoming webinar featuring 

Professor Andrew Robson with the University of New 

England’s Applied Agricultural Remote Sensing Centre 

(AARSC), where he will discuss recent research findings and 

lessons in relation to the use of remote sensing for sugarcane. 

Through an SRA-funded project, Andrew Robson, Moshiur 

Rahman and collaborators from Farmacist have investigated 

the accuracies of using freely available satellite imagery and in-

field tractor mounted technologies to assist our industry with 

improved yield forecasting as well as nitrogen and yield 

mapping.  This webinar will discuss the findings from this 

research project and its practical application in the sugar 

industry.  

As you may have already discovered, storing chemicals 

incorrectly can have catastrophic consequences. Come along 

to a free webinar on June    at  PM A ST to learn some tips 

and tricks from regulatory experts on better chemical storage to 

keep your teams safe. 

 lick here to register now for  hemical Storage - How to 

avoid  lowing up your shed and other helpful hints 

Storing incompatible chemicals together can inadvertently pose 

hazards, so it's important to have your chemical storage 

records up-to-date. Not only can incorrectly stored chemicals 

cause a fire or explosion, they can also result in significant 

health issues to your team and the wider community.  

Come along to the “cheminar” for a greater understanding of 

chemical storage. We’ll look at: 

• Regulatory requirements for chemical storage 

• Do I need a register or a manifest? 

• What information do I need to include? 

• How do I work out what I can and can’t store together? 

• Where do I get all the information and reports I need to 

stay compliant? 

For more information or any questions, please don’t hesitate to 

contact Chemwatch at webinars@chemwatch.net. 

SRA 2020  rower 
Survey 
SRA is surveying growers to better understand the 2019 

season, industry outlook and farming practices. SRA also want 

growers to rate their satisfaction with SRA’s performance 

delivering research, development and adoption services to the 

Australian sugarcane industry. 

The 22-minute survey can be completed online (via smart 

phone or computer), at any time and over multiple sessions to 

provide you with more flexibility. Growers who complete the 

survey will also receive a $25 gift card as a thank-you for your 

time in completing the survey. 

The survey is now open and can be accessed here.   All 

responses will be kept strictly confidential and growers will be 

deidentified. Survey data is collected and stored in accordance 

with the Australian Privacy Principles (APP).  

If you would like to discuss the survey with someone from 

SRA, please contact Ben Simpson 0436 686 381 or 

bsimpson@sugarresearch.com.au.  

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/tu2TCvl0KNTrD71uEExBq?domain=email.sugarresearch.com.au
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/xxg5CBNZlxuzgg2irRWDX?domain=email.sugarresearch.com.au
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/jGYeC91ZRlTr5LgCE07si?domain=urldefense.proofpoint.com
mailto:webinars@chemwatch.net
https://s-55b96d-i.sgizmo.com/s3/i-4nOLvAiD4dN3cXj0ve-3792571/?sguid=4nOLvAiD4dN3cXj0ve
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 A   RO  RS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

 xecutive 
✓ Video conference with DAF 

regarding Biosecurity Queensland’s 

compliance program for chemical use 

on cane farms that has recently 

commenced in the Plane Creek and 

Haughton catchments. 

CANEGROWERS is pushing for a better deal for 

producers affected when they have already demonstrated 

accreditation to Smartcane BMP. 

✓ Attended the QFF Members Council meeting to discuss 

current policy development and operational priorities. 

✓ Agriculture Blueprint Working Group meeting – to 

collaborate with other industries on the way in which 

agriculture can assist in building economic recovery from 

COVID-19. 

✓ With the Qld Farmers' Federation and Cotton Australia, 

we held a meeting with State Agriculture Minister Mark 

Furner to discuss economic recovery priorities. 

✓ Ongoing work with the Australian Sugar Alliance 

regarding industry revitalisation options. 

✓ Industrial Relations – assistance sought from and 

communication with NFF in regard to particular wording in 

the Sugar Industry Award Act. 

 ational Heavy Vehicle 
✓ Worked with NHVR to address issues with the permitting 

system for over dimension agricultural vehicles. 

 ompliance program on chemical 

use 
✓ CANEGROWERS met with Biosecurity Queensland (BQ) 

to outline concerns with a chemical use compliance 

program underway in the Plane Creek and Burdekin 

districts. 

✓ BQ has agreed to modify their process so that Smartcane 

BMP accredited growers are considered a low priority for 

compliance activities. 

✓ BQ also agreed that they would participate in meetings 

with reps from local CANEGROWERS and Prod Services 

organisations to discuss the role and conduct of the 

compliance program. 

Trade 
✓ Briefings with DFAT on EU and UK FTA. 

✓ Briefed the Australian Embassy officials in Jakarta on how 

delays in Indonesia’s issuance of import licences has 

constrained its refiners’ ability to source high quality 

Australian raw sugar. 

✓ Participated in a webinar run by the Thai industry 

providing an update on their crop prospects and impact of 

COVID-19. 

✓ EU FTA negotiations are proceeding. As expected, the 

EU is yet to make an offer on the products it deems to be 

sensitive including sugar, beef and dairy. 

✓ CANEGROWERS participated in briefings with the 

Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment, Simon 

Birmingham, and the NFF Trade Committee on a range of 

trade issues including Australia’s trade relationship with 

China, the status of trade negotiations with the EU and 

UK and the challenge against India’s sugar subsidies. 

✓ The anti-dumping safeguard China has applied to sugar 

imports since 2017 expired. This means China’s out-

quota tariff on raw sugar has fallen from 85% to 50%.   

A    Agricultural  onsultative 

 ommittee  
✓ CANEGROWERS is a member of this important ACCC 

committee, chaired by Mick Keogh (Deputy Chairman, 

ACCC). Its purpose is to advise and inform the ACCC on 

competition and other issues affecting the agricultural 

sector. 

✓ The ACCC has taken an active role in competition issues 

affecting the sugar industry.  It has: 

 Authorised CANEGROWERS (and current and future 

members) to collectively bargain cane supply and 

related contracts with mill owners and sugar 

marketers. 

 Authorised QSL, Bundaberg Sugar, Isis Central Mill 

and Mackay Sugar to collectively negotiate and make 

storage and handling agreements with STL. 

 Recommended strengthening of the Sugar Industry 

Code of Conduct by introducing pecuniary civil 

penalties for breach. 

✓ CANEGROWERS briefed the committee on the outcome 

of and learnings from the successful arbitration initiated 

by CANGROWERS Tully under the Code of Conduct and 

key learnings from it. 

Seeking growers’ views on design of 

a Farm Biodiversity  ertification 

Scheme 
✓ The National Farmers’ Federation is looking for growers’ 

views on the design and trialling of a Farm Certification 

Scheme where farmers are paid for improving the 

condition of soil, vegetation, and freshwater environments 

on their farms. 

✓ A short NFF video is available here: youtu.be/

lg6QV9h46Qo requesting farmers to put their views 

forward. NFF has launched the survey 

at www.surveymonkey.com/r/J5RT6YM. 

youtu.be/lg6QV9h46Qo
youtu.be/lg6QV9h46Qo
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J5RT6YM


 

 8 

Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the 

QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense 

of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.   

 rop Year  Indicative Price 

2020 Season 381.13 

2021 Season 388.79 

2022 Season 388.26 

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/

USD exchange rates 

Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends 

  et pool price 
($/Tonne IPS)  

QSL Harvest Pool $403 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $390 

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool $390 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $386 

QSL US Quota Pool $602 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $388 

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun -19 65% 267 

18 Jul 19 65% 268 

15 Aug 19 65% 268 

19 Sep 19 65% 257 

17 Oct 19 70% 283 

21 Nov 19 70% 275 

19 Dec 19 75% 306 

16 Jan 20 80% 327 

20 Feb 20 85% 363 

19 Mar 20 87.5% 374 

16 Apr 20 90% 389 

21 May 20 95% 410 

18 Jun 20 97.5% 420 

July 20 100% 431 

 ilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at   June 2020 

20   Season Advances Schedule 

As at 24 April 2020 

QSL Indicative I      prices 

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date and reflect the 

weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin 

fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 

Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not 

account for any adjustments resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements.  For more 

information, view the latest QSL Market Snapshot here. 

 stimated QSL 20   Pool Prices 

As at 24 April 2020 

20   Season Advances 

Schedule 

As at 30 April 2020 

 

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board 

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment 

by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change 

during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price 

and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any 

pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

Confirmed 

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price. 

For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation 

Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page 

of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also 

available in the Pricing & Payments section.  

  et pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

Wilmar Production Risk Pool  $427 

Wilmar Managed Pool 1 $413 

Wilmar US Quota Pool  $702 

 stimated  ilmar 20   Pool Prices 

As at 30 April 2020 

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at 

the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.  Allocation Account Amounts begin 

the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual 

premiums and costs are known. 

1. Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide added 

tonnage. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price as growers. 

The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis. 

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web 

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun -19 65% 255 

18 Jul 19 65% 255 

15 Aug 19 65% 255 

19 Sep 19 65% 245 

17 Oct 19 70% 270 

21 Nov 19 72.5% 275 

12 Dec 19 77.5% 304 

23 Jan 20 80% 317 

20 Feb 20 82.5% 332 

19 Mar 20 87.5% 356 

16 Apr 20 90% 367 

14 May 20 92.5% 378 

18 Jun 20 95% 388 

July 20 100% 408 

 

https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzhJ5wQsCzAQsTjd7a9EVdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCVssUCZsSHaNfPP_5twx7P50lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISVpAwUUqen-LPbb0VBZPHTbFIzzhPPXXzP2t-EyCJtdmUVPBgY-F6lK1FJUSyOrKrKr01yR3-rEDNYGjbGX3ifEYLAUXoHBzVmaACPAnn44T4ZjttI-g7441
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1. Fourteen trainee extension officers have successfully 
graduated from the Agriculture Extension Work Placement 
Program ready to begin their careers after a year working 
with various natural resource management and 
agricultural advisory groups assisting farmers to improve 
land management practices. Read QFF’s media release 
HERE.  

2. Queensland's agricultural sector has an established 
history of managing its waste streams effectively, ranging 
from innovative value-add products on-farm to combat 
food waste, organics and nutrient recycling, and bioenergy 
production. Read QFF's Queensland Country Life column 
HERE.  

3. QFF CEO Dr Georgina Davis will join News Corp Rural's 
Editor-in-chief, Ed Gannon on Thursday 4 June from 1-
2pm for a fully-interactive and robust discussion around 
COVID-19's impact on farmers across the country and 
share key industry insights on the way Ag will lead the 
way forward. Register for the webinar HERE.  

4. Recent graduate of the Rural Jobs and Skills Alliance 
(RJSA)'s Agriculture Extension Work Placement Program, 
Sarah Ziebarth details her involvement in the program and 
work with NQ Dry Tropics to help improve grazing land 
management. Read the article HERE and watch the video 
HERE.  

5. If you’re an extension practitioner working in the Reef 
catchments, you’ll appreciate how difficult it can be to 
clearly understand and communicate the science behind 
Reef water quality to farmers. You’re invited to join the 
RJSA for webinars on the 16 and 23 June to explore 
these topics. More details and register now HERE.  

6. Chemicals can be dangerous and increased enforcement 
of Queensland's work health safety laws mean that the 
safe use, handling, and storage of chemicals in the 
workplace is more essential than ever. More from QFF 
corporate partner Holding Redlich HERE.  

7. Join David Hunt from QFF industry member Nursery and 
Garden Industry Queensland for a webinar on Wednesday 
3 June from 1-2pm looking at the basics of pumping 
energy use, and tips on ways to reduce your energy use 
from pumping. Register now HERE.  

8. Applications for Emergency Bushfire Response in Primary 
Industries Grants close 31 July 2020. If you’re a primary 
producer who was affected by the 2019 Queensland 
Bushfires you may be eligible for up to $75,000 from 
QRIDA to assist you with the cost of clean-up, 
reinstatement activities and emergency measures. Details 
HERE.  

9. Researchers from the University of Southern 
Queensland have created a survey to better understand 
how the benefits of drones can be accessed by more 
small to medium scale farmers and to potentially boost the 
productivity of these farms. Have your say HERE  

10. Arrow Energy is holding webinars to update the local 
community on its Surat Gas Project activities and phasing 
after sanctioning the commencement of the first phase of 
its Surat Gas Project in southern Queensland, with 
construction set to begin this year. Register for the 
webinars on the 8th and 11th of June at 3.15pm HERE.  

Smartcane BMP self-
assessment workshops 
The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP 

accreditation.  Growers who have completed the self-

assessment and would like to continue on to accreditation 

should also contact Terry or Jasmine. 

Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149 

Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601 

 

Irrig e  workshops 
 

Workshops will cover:  setting up a farm and paddocks; 

determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation 

information. 

You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet.  Phones are 

suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too 

small for the initial setup.  If you don’t have a laptop or tablet 

please let us know so we can organise one. 

Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079. 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/UA-IC6X1LgcZEr0fAfIgj?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/UA-IC6X1LgcZEr0fAfIgj?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/bmKHC71ZNjTnvAVhne_JO?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/2oHtC81ZPkTBl6PtP9Llc?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
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Contact Us 

H AD OFFI   

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

 A   RO  RS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Greg Watson General Manager 0436 949 714 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3606 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIR  TORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Glenn Betteridge glenn_betteridge@outlook.com 0407 169 273 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Fortnightly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site  ame  mail Phone 

Invicta Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 

Pioneer Vicki Lewis vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Kalamia Sue Wright sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319  

Inkerman Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 


