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COVID-19 Virus

You may have heard some commentary about the Coronavirus being
referred to as a “Black Swan” event and might be wondering what this
term means? In terms of background, prior to 1697 swans were only
ever thought to be white in colour until black swans were first
discovered by Dutch explorers in Australia in 1697. The communication
of this new information forced people to change their centuries old belief
that swans were just white, with the inference being that a black swan
would be a rare sight indeed because they simply did not exist……..up
until they did! In current times, the term “Black Swan” now essentially
refers to the occurrence of a rare and often unpredicted event that has
extreme consequences. After the event, everyone then becomes wise
and can explain how it occurred etc but miss the fact that it was a random outlier that was not on most people’s radar in the first
place. This is why the COVID-19 virus is referred to as a “Black Swan” as it is one of those rare events that has blindsided
everybody and sadly it is having significant human and economic consequences.
We are all connected in this and growers are understandably concerned about the upcoming 2020 season and how it is all going
to unfold in view of the uncertainty. Human beings crave certainty and what is required in terms of uncertainty is leadership to help
guide people through.
What are CANEGROWERS doing?
We are fortunate in that we have a proactive peak body in CANEGROWERS which is showing this leadership and
CANEGROWERS has convened an Australian sugar industry working group to assess and plan for the short, medium and long
term impacts of the COVID-19 outbreak.
"On behalf of our members, we have taken the initiative to get the whole supply chain together to talk about what this
unprecedented health emergency could mean for sugarcane harvesting, transport, processing and ultimately export of Australian
raw sugar in the 2020 season," CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said. "By bringing together, on regular teleconferences,
grower representatives with people from the mills, marketers and port facilities we will be able to talk through scenarios and
ensure that there is cooperation at every level. We are very conscious of the importance of our industry, of which growers are the
foundation, to the local, state and national economies," Mr Galligan said.
"We are also wanting to ensure that however the industry works as the 2020 season ramps up over the coming months, our
people are kept as safe as possible. At the national level, CANEGROWERS is representing the industry's interests at the National
Farmers' Federation-convened consultative group that is meeting on a weekly basis with the Federal Agriculture Minister and
Federal Department of Agriculture to forecast and manage impacts. While concerns around the spread of COVID-19 mean that
face to face meetings are on hold and offices are being closed, CANEGROWERS is continuing to service its members and the
sugar industry through volatile times." Mr Galligan said.
To help collate and make information available to members, a new page has been created on the CANEGROWERS website. To
assist you in keeping abreast of recent development the COVID-19 sugarcane industry updates page will be updated daily with
anything new and relevant. It will not replace email or other communication to members but be in addition to that.
It can be reached via the direct link: http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/media/latest-news/covid-19-sugarcane-industryupdates.
Continues next page
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COVID-19 Virus continued
This pandemic will eventually pass and whilst there are many negatives,
there will also be many positives that will come out of this and these are
that we will all pull together to see this through, the resilience of farmers
will be shown yet again and adoption and use of technology will increase
as people find other ways to communicate in the absence of face-to-face
meetings. Another positive is that it reinforces the importance of
agriculture to society as supported by Agricultural Minister David
Littleproud who said, “As far as the Commonwealth is concerned, food
production and supply is an essential service. Feeding our nation is an
essential service. That means State-imposed border shutdowns will not
affect agricultural supply chains.” No mention of toilet paper there by the
good Minister, but it’s great to see the reinforcement of how vital
agriculture is to this country.
Canegrowers Burdekin Limited

At this stage, the local CBL office remains open and we are here to help.
If we have to close the office, we will notify you accordingly and the plan
is that the staff will work remotely from home and will be available by
phone, email and videoconferencing to continue to meet your needs. We
wish you all the best during these trying times and recommend you
continue to keep it simple by practicing social distancing and washing of
your hands to stop the spread of the virus so we can all get back to
normal. Let us all look forward to this being over soon.
Government Support Packages
The Federal and State governments have implemented economic
stimulus and support packages aimed at assisting businesses with the
impact of COVID-19. In that context, many forms of assistance may be
valuable
to
cane
growing
families
and
business
owners. CANEGROWERS will continue to monitor what being offered
and will keep you updated as information becomes available
Federal Government package
Some of the measures are targeted at supporting casual workers, soletraders, retirees and those on income support, and at enabling small
businesses to retain employees and to stay in business.
The Federal Government information and supporting fact sheets are
online:
https://treasury.gov.au/coronavirus/businesses
The National Farmers' Federation has included information on the
measures relevant to farmers on its COVID-19 information page:
https://farmhub.org.au/covid-19-key-information-and-updates/
State Government assistance
Information on measures announced by the Queensland Government is
available here:
https://www.qld.gov.au/about/industry-recovery/business-and-industrysupport
There is also a summary on the Business Queensland website: https://
www.business.qld.gov.au/

Marketing
Information
Workshops

CANEGROWERS Marketing Information Service
advises that workshops planned for the Burdekin,
Herbert and Mossman districts in coming weeks
have been postponed while video link delivery
options are being explored.
Face to face workshops have been cancelled for
now due to concerns about the spread of the
COVID-19 virus.
With 2020 season pricing decisions fast
approaching and due by end of April, we
understand that growers need up to date and
independent information while working through their
options.
The CANEGROWERS website contains a monthly
video update supplemented by Weekly Notes which
summarise the most recent market movements.
Please be in touch with your local district office if
you need assistance logging in with your
CANEGROWERS membership number (which is in
this format 1-123-45678) and can also be found on
your magazine cover sheet.
The message shared in workshops held in the
Mackay district this week was that the market
situation and outlook are very different now from a
week ago.
Despite the sharp reduction the spot price, forward
season prices have been relatively robust and
combined with the lower AUD/USD exchange rate
the Aussie dollar price for 2022 at A$450-460 per
tonne is still above the long term average. Earlier
this week some growers began locking in these
prices for 2022.
For the 2020 season, some marketers have been
offering early start pricing choices and it is worth
noting that some also began pricing on their
production risk volume as early as November 2019.
It is important for growers to know how these
various pricing products work and the time horizons
involved when choosing their marketer and making
their pricing selections.
The CANEGROWERS Marketing Information
Service is exclusively for members. It was built to
provide members with an independent, educationfocused approach to information as marketing
choice decisions are made.
The marketing information service can be accessed
by members at www.canegrowers.com.au/
marketing-information-service
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Burdekin growers reduce nitrogen use while
maintaining yield
The first “report cards” are on the way to Burdekin cane growers
who participated in a three-year program to reduce the amount
of nitrogen fertiliser applied to their crops.

Each grower will receive documents detailing individual results
from the Pilot Round of NQ Dry Tropics’ Reef Trust Tender Burdekin project.
Every one of those “report cards” would be graded an “A+”.
Collectively, the 16 farmers used much less nitrogen (N) on their
crops without affecting the quality or quantity of cane grown.
More than 700 tonnes of nitrogen that would otherwise have
been used on their crops stayed in the warehouse.
It’s a spectacular result, and it was acknowledged by their peers
at the Project Catalyst Forum in Mackay recently where a video
explaining the project and the Pilot Round results was screened.

NQ Dry Tropics Project Officer Shakira Todd
and cane grower Eric Barbagallo

Individually, the farmers were able to dramatically reduce the rate of N applied (on average, by about 20 per cent) using the Six
Easy Steps methodology to determine fertiliser rates.
NQ Dry Tropics Project Officer Shakira Todd said farmers saved money because they had to buy much less fertiliser and the
environment benefited because there was much less chance of damaging Dissolved Inorganic Nitrogen (DIN) from farms ending
up on the Great Barrier Reef.
Nitrogen is one of the key nutrients the crop needs to drive photosynthesis and sugar production. Historically, it has been the "go
to" element farmers used to grow more cane, to produce more sugar and make more money.
"We believed that we could grow more cane by adding more fertiliser, and it became a bad habit," Home Hill grower Eric
Barbagallo said.
That belief became entrenched and growers firmly believed that reducing the amount of N — commonly delivered by spreading
urea — would directly affect production and, therefore, threaten their livelihood.
The problem for the industry was that the Dissolved Inorganic Nitrogen (DIN) not taken up by the crop, and allowed to leave the
farm in irrigation run-off and drainage was more than likely going to end up on the reef.
But the Reef Trust Tender – Burdekin project supported by NQ Dry Tropics and funded by the Australian Government’s Reef
Trust Program is changing the way cane growers approach nutrient application to their crops.
Managed by Project Officer Shakira Todd, the project paid growers to commit to a reduction of at least 5 per cent in nitrogen
applied to their crop. The idea was that by taking away the perceived risk, growers could adopt the recommendations from the
Six Easy Steps methodology without fear of financial ruin if it went wrong.
Although the Pilot Round of the project is finished, and farmers are no longer being contracted to reduce fertiliser rates, they
continue to examine data, and conduct soil analyses to apply even less nitrogen.
That’s primarily because not one grower in the project recorded any reduction in yield from the crops they grew with less nitrogen.
The only effect on their bottom line was positive, because the reduced spend on fertiliser has transferred directly to profit. The
financial aspect is important, but so is the environmental benefit.
"It's not really about the money if you're getting results," Mr Barbagallo said. "As farmers, we're environmentalists, that's the best
way to describe us. "It is about the environment. "But if you're also saving money... as a farmer it's a win-win."
About 50 growers are involved across three rounds of the project and word of their success is spreading rapidly among their
peers.
Visit the NQ Dry Tropics website at www.nqdrytropics.com.au for more details.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Executive
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Preparing policies and procedures in response to COVID-19 to ensure business continuity.
Attending meetings with government, districts offices, sugarcane and ag industry stakeholders in response to COVID-19
pandemic.
Providing regular updates on COVID-19 to staff, Board and district offices.
Various meetings in relation to Red Witchweed eradication and decisions pending around future plans.
Ongoing work in relation to Fall Armyworm.

COVID-19
✓

✓
✓

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Your CANEGROWERS staff will be supporting sugarcane growers through this time of upheaval caused by the COVID-19
pandemic. It has become necessary to change some of the ways in which we operate. Most of these changes have been
implemented in order for us to maintain the health and wellbeing of our staff and to ensure we do all that we can to reduce the
spread of the virus. In line with State and Federal Government requirements, effective immediately:
All domestic and international travel has ceased
All Queensland Cane Growers Organisation (CANEGROWERS) face to face meetings have regrettably stopped until further
notice. The Brisbane office remains open but majority of staff are now working off site. While we continue to monitor the
situation, this arrangement will be in place until at least 4 May.
With telephones, email and video link technology CANEGROWERS staff will remain in touch with members, district offices
and the wider industry.
Each district office will make its own decision around local operations as the need arises with a view always to continue
providing services to growers.
CANEGROWERS has convened an Australian sugar supply chain working group that involves all key industry stakeholders to
assess and plan for the short, medium and long term impacts which may be felt in the weeks and months to come.
At the state level, CANEGROWERS is representing you and, along with the Australian Sugar Milling Council, the industry at
the Queensland Government Agricultural Disaster Coordination Group that is advising on the issues and needs of the sector.
At the national level, CANEGROWERS is representing your industry interests at a National Farmers' Federation-convened
consultative group that is meeting on a weekly basis with the Federal Agriculture Minister and Federal Department of
Agriculture to forecast and manage impacts.

Fall Armyworm
✓

✓

✓

The Sugar Industry Biosecurity Committee met briefly to review developments with fall armyworm. APVMA has approved an
emergency use permit for permethrin on sugarcane. The fall armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda) has now been found as far
south as Bowen and is therefore likely to be detected in central Queensland in the next few weeks. At the time of writing,
there have been no confirmed instances of the pest in cane crops, with maize and sweet corn the most common hosts of
confirmed detections. This matches overseas experience.
SRA is preparing guidance to support grower decisions on monitoring and management of any grub infestations in cane.
Plant cane is likely to be the most vulnerable crop stage. Any consideration of chemical control must follow the conditions of
use on the permethrin permit.
SRA is considering application to APVMA for emergency use permits on one or 2 other active ingredients to provide other
options in the longer term, should these be needed.

Compliance visits
✓

✓

Biosecurity Qld has commenced compliance visits focussed on chemical use, with most visits to cane farms in the Plane
Creek, Pioneer and Haughton catchment areas. The initial visits are meant to be focussed on awareness of legal obligations
but do require growers to show records of use and other information. We have requested that BQ consider BMP accredited
growers a low priority for compliance visits. We should receive a formal response in the next 3 weeks.
Reef compliance visits by the Department of Environment may now include a farm inspection in addition to the 'kitchen
table' examination of fertiliser records. These visits may target areas of erosion risk identified by the compliance officer
through inspection of mapping data. When the compliance officer calls to organise a grower visit, he or she should indicate if
a farm inspection will be part of the process.
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Pricing information
2019 Season Advances
Schedule
As at 28 February 2020

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun -19
18 Jul 19

65%
65%

267
268

15 Aug 19
19 Sep 19
17 Oct 19
21 Nov 19
19 Dec 19
16 Jan 20
20 Feb 20
19 Mar 20
16 Apr 20
21 May 20
18 Jun 20
July 20

65%
65%
70%
70%
75%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%
95%
97.5%
100%

268
257
283
275
306
327
363
374
384
406
416
427

Default

2019 Season Advances Schedule
As at 28 February 2020

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun -19
18 Jul 19

65%
65%

255
255

15 Aug 19
19 Sep 19
17 Oct 19
21 Nov 19
12 Dec 19
23 Jan 20
20 Feb 20
19 Mar 20
16 Apr 20

65%
65%
70%
72.5%
77.5%
80%
82.5%
87.5%
90%

255
245
270
275
304
317
332
356
367

14 May 20

92.5%

377

18 Jun 20

95%

387

July 20

100%

407

Default

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board

Confirmed
Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation
Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page
of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also
available in the Pricing & Payments section.

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment
by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change
during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price
and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any
pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 27 March 2020

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices

Crop Year
2020 Season
2021 Season
2022 Season

Indicative Price

415.90
424.95
439.31

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/
USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends
The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date and reflect the
weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin
fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11
Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not
account for any adjustments resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements. For more
information, view the latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

Estimated Wilmar 2019 Pool Prices
As at 28 February 2020
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)
Wilmar Production Risk Pool 2

$424

Wilmar Managed Pool 1

$408

Wilmar US Quota Pool

$711

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage. Allocation Account Amounts begin
the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual
premiums and costs are known.
1. Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide added
tonnage. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price as growers.
The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis.
The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web

Estimated QSL 2019 Pool Prices
As at 28 February 2020

Net pool Percentage Priced
price ($/
Tonne IPS)

Sugar

Currency

QSL Harvest Pool

$402

101%

74%

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$385

101%

80%

QSL Early Start Actively
Managed Pool

$385

107%

78%

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$384

100%

100%

QSL US Quota Pool

$599

100%

70%

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$386

103%

83%

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the
QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense
of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.
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1.

We must all remain diligent about the accuracy of the
information we share and take precautions to keep
ourselves and our loved ones safe at this time. Read
QFF's Queensland Country Life column regarding the
impact of coronavirus on the agriculture sector HERE.

2.

“QFF and the Queensland Government is closely
monitoring the effects of COVID-19 on Queensland’s
agriculture sector, which is significantly exposed, including
the potential impacts to the state’s food, fibre and foliage
producers and exporters." Read more from QFF's CEO Dr
Georgina Davis regarding the impact of coronavirus on
the Queensland agriculture sector from the Courier Mail
HERE.

3.

Save the date for the Waste Recycling Industry
Association and QFF's Future Waste Resources 2020
Convention from 31 Aug - 2 Sep 2020 on the Gold Coast.
The Convention will showcase solutions for managing
secondary resources and value adding these resources in
Queensland. More information HERE.

4.

Thirty dairy farmers are involved in the Energy Savers
Plus Program Extension, delivered by QFF and the
Queensland Government, from which they receive an
energy audit to highlight cost-saving energy efficient
options on their dairy or irrigation systems. Read more
from Queensland Dairyfarmers' Organisation HERE.

5.

6.

QFF industry member Growcom have sought to reassure
consumers that there will be a steady and stable supply of
fresh fruits and vegetables in store despite the challenges
presented by the coronavirus pandemic. Read the media
statement HERE.
Queensland’s sugarcane industry is celebrating the first
500 cane farming businesses accredited in the industry
voluntary best management practice program Smartcane
BMP. Read more from QFF industry member
CANEGROWERS HERE.

7.

The Queensland Government will make an additional $20
million in loans available through the Primary Industry
Productivity Enhancement Scheme and another $10m in
loans would be available specifically to prepare against
the threat of African Swine Fever administered by the
Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority.
More information HERE.

8.

The evolving situation around coronavirus means QFF
corporate partner Telstra wants to keep you updated as
quickly as possible on impacts to their business, and new
policies for our people and customers. They're posting
new updates relating to coronavirus here when they are
available HERE.

9.

Fall armyworm has now been detected in the Burdekin
area and Bowen in North Queensland. Be alert but not
alarmed. If you think you’ve seen fall armyworm, take
some photos and call us on 13 25 23 or speak to your
local biosecurity or extension officer. More information
HERE.

10. In the heart of suburban Brisbane, there’s a place where
scientists devote thousands of hours of research to
turning food dreams into reality. The Department of
Agriculture and Fisheries’ pilot plant sees recipes turn into
“must have” items for the weekly shopping trip. Listen to
the latest Turf ‘n’ Surf podcast HERE.

Smartcane BMP selfassessment workshops

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP
accreditation.
Growers who have completed the selfassessment and would like to continue on to accreditation
should also contact Terry or Jasmine.
Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149
Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601

IrrigWeb workshops
Workshops will cover: setting up a farm and paddocks;
determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation
information.
You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet. Phones are
suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too
small for the initial setup. If you don’t have a laptop or tablet
please let us know so we can organise one.
Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079.
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Greg Watson

General Manager

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

0436 949 714
4790 3604
4790 3602

4790 3601

Published Fortnightly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Disclaimer

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au

DIRECTORS

Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Glenn Betteridge

glenn_betteridge@outlook.com

0407 169 273

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Pioneer

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Kalamia

Sue Wright

sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

