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LAST OPPORTUNITY - Special Disaster
Assistance Recovery Grants – CLOSING FRIDAY

The Government extended the deadline for grant applications for farmers impacted by the 2019 flood event to 28 February 2020.
This is the last week that you have left to apply for grants of up to $75,000.
Burdekin Industry Recovery Officer, Mindi Lennon has done a great job in helping flood affected growers secure funding to
remediate or repair any damage occurred. This will also be the last week that Mindi will be available to help you with any
applications, please make sure you call her if you need any assistance. You can lodge multiple claims if needed up to your
allowable $75,000 for the 2019 Monsoon event.
In addition to the Special Disaster Assistance Grant, affected primary producers can also access the Commonwealth’s
Restocking, Replanting and On-farm Infrastructure co-contribution grants of up to $400,000, administered by the North
Queensland Livestock Industry Recovery Agency (NQLIRA) and this is ideal if you require more grant funding over the $75,000.
Please note you must have been approved for the full $75,000 Special Disaster Assistance Grant to be eligible.
Please contact Mindi Lennon on 4790 3600 ASAP to book in for assistance.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin members are invited to a
Sugar Marketing & Pricing Workshop
The recent rally in sugar prices has spiked
grower interest in reviewing their positions
and pricing their sugar. Marketing is such
a critical part of your business and to do
well with marketing you need relevant
information upon which to base your
decisions. A critical date for growers and
marketers is the upcoming Pricing
Declaration Date of 30 April 2020 by which
time you have to make your pool choices
for the 2020 season. To help our members
in this regard, CANEGROWERS Burdekin
is pleased to advise that Mr Dougall Lodge, who is a veteran of the sugar marketing industry, will be in the Burdekin from 23/3 –
25/3 and we will be hosting a number of events where you are invited to attend a workshop that focuses on building the
knowledge of how cane prices are set by the global sugar price, and how various in-season and forward pricing options can
respond to different sugar market situations.
Workshops sessions will be conducted at CANEGROWERS Burdekin,141 Young Street on the following times:

 Monday 23rd March – 3.30pm and 5.30pm
 Tuesday 24th March – 1pm and 4pm
As places are limited for the workshops, reservations will be accepted on a first come first placed basis. To reserve a place at the
workshop please phone Michelle or Tiffany on 4790 3600.
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QCA water report Next Gen Conference, 24-25
raises more
March 2020, Bundaberg
Next Gen are holding their conference in Bundaberg on 24-25 March 2020 at the
questions than
Bundaberg Multiplex Sport & Convention Centre. This is always a popular conference for young farmers to network and learn more about the latest technology
answers
and innovation on offer in the sugar industry. To find out more or register please
Queensland farmers already struggling with
the cumulative impact of government policies,
high energy prices and natural disasters will
continue to see their input prices rise after the
release of the Queensland Competition
Authority’s (QCA) rural water pricing report.

visit www.nextgenstepup.com.

The Rural Irrigation Price Investigation 202024 final report was released last week
following an examination of water prices in
SunWater and SEQWater irrigation schemes
across the state and determined new prices
for irrigators for the next four years causing
further angst for struggling farmers.
Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) CEO
Dr Georgina Davis said the report dismissed
farmers’ concerns and the report provided
little clarity for farmers who will be hardest hit
by the price recommendations put forward.
“The report investigates the inclusion of dam
safety upgrades in the water pricing pathway
which could leave irrigators contributing up to
80 per cent of what would be very large
expenditures for these upgrades,” Dr Davis
said.
“QFF’s policy on this unacceptable cost is
clear – dam safety associated with
government-owned and built infrastructure is
a community responsibility and provides no
additional benefit to farmers, therefore they
should not be expected to contribute to dam
safety upgrades.”
“In fact, it runs the risk of making water so
expensive that we see a wide-scale
disconnection of farmers from irrigation
schemes and a return to lower-productivity,
dry-land farming in some areas.”
“Additionally,
irrigation
schemes
face
significant variation in water price increases to
maintain scheme assets, rising electricity and
insurance costs as well as the impacts of
lower water demand forecasts.”
“At a time when there is such uncertainty
regarding water security and access
throughout the agriculture sector, the QCA
has chosen to ignore farmers’ concerns about
their ability to pay for water and the future
productivity
and
profitability
of
their
businesses by only raising more questions
than answers.”

Harvesting Group
Arrangements 2020 Season

Please note that growers have until this Friday, 28 February 2020 to apply to
Wilmar to change or amend Harvesting Groups for the 2020 season. Should
you require application forms for this purpose, please do not hesitate to
contact our office.

2020 Local Government
Elections

Nominations for candidates for election as mayors and councillors will be
open from the publication of the Notice of Election on 22 February 2020,
until midday on Tuesday, 3 March 2020, with the election day being on 28
March 2020. Given the importance of having a sustainable sugar industry for
the Burdekin community, it would be good to have a grower voice elected to
Council and we would encourage growers to consider their position and
nominate by the due date should they wish to run for Council. Further details
can be found at https://www.ecq.qld.gov.au/elections/election-events/2020local-government-elections.
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Release of New
Variety WSRA17

SRA’s new CEO Roslyn Baker is visiting the Burdekin on
Friday February 28, 2020 as part of a listening tour across the
Australian sugarcane industry.
The purpose of this listening tour is to meet with SRA’s
stakeholders and staff to get an in-depth appreciation of how
SRA is contributing to the industry. This meeting will be a
chance to discuss important issues in relation to investment in
research, development and adoption by SRA as well as
broader industry issues that affect this investment. This will
also be an opportunity to better understand the opportunities
and challenges facing the industry, and ensuring SRA
continues to deliver value to its customers.
The Burdekin meeting is being held:
Venue: Ayr PCYC, MacMillan Street
Date: Friday February 28
Time: 12pm to 2pm
RSVP to SRA Executive Manager, Communications, Brad
Pfeffer on bpfeffer@sugarresearch.com.au or 0419 175 815.

Burdekin Productivity Services (BPS) have released a new
variety for 2020 called WSRA17 which was discussed at their
recent series of shed meetings in the district. If you would like to
find out more information or obtain an allocation of this new
variety, please contact your local BPS Field Officer.
David Paine—Kalamia

0427 167 159

Leigh Chapple—Invicta

0427 372 124

Madeline Molino—Pioneer

0407 167 159

Wayne Johnstone—Inkerman

0407 960 057

9th Biennial Qld
Heritage Rally, 23-26
July 2020, Ayr
Showgrounds

Turning back time. The Qld Heritage Rally Committee have
advised that the Burdekin is to be the venue to showcase over
300 machinery exhibitors and trade stalls, including the
Burdekin Machinery Preservationists who will be proudly
showcasing their Marshall Colonial Tractors in the exhibition.
Please take note of the date and further details will be provided
in due course.
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Wilmar welcomes 30 new apprentices
Wilmar Sugar Australia has welcomed the next
generation of tradies to its ranks, with 30 new
apprentices starting work with the company this
month.

Wilmar Training Superintendent Daniel Shipard said
more than half of the first-year apprentices would do
their trade training in the Burdekin, with 17 of the
positions based at Pioneer, Invicta, Kalamia and
Inkerman mills.
The other new recruits will do their apprenticeships
at Wilmar’s Herbert, Proserpine and Plane Creek
mills, and the Sarina BioEthanol Distillery.
Shenikah Grabs, who graduated from Ayr State
High School last year, said she was excited to
secure an electrical apprenticeship at Wilmar’s
Kalamia Mill.
“I chose Wilmar because the company’s safety
standards are really high and they give you a wellrounded apprenticeship,” she said.

New Burdekin apprentices, at back, from left, Jaidyn McIntosh, Lucas Sunderland, Brent
Marshall, Adam Betteridge, Clay Ford, Mitch McLeod, Riley Elton, Peter Walsh and James
Shand. Front, from left, Christo Wessels, Shenikah Grabs, Bradley Stevenson, Ben Brotto, Clay
Smith, Morgan Chrzanowski, Brayden Cotter and Liam Cannavan

“With Wilmar, you get to do a little bit of everything and learn a really wide range of skills.
“As an apprentice electrician, I’ll get to do a mix of domestic and industrial work, and learn about instrumentation and control.”
Mr Shipard said this year’s apprenticeship intake covered the core disciplines of electrical, boilermaking, fitting and turning, and
diesel fitting.
He said the new recruits would join 93 apprentices already employed across Wilmar’s Queensland operations.
“Wilmar is one of the largest providers of apprenticeship opportunities in Queensland, with about 120 apprentices working at our
sites at any one time,” Mr Shipard said.
“We’re very proud of the quality of our trade training and the fact that we have a completion rate of 95 per cent – which is well
above the industry average.”
Mr Shipard said all of the new apprentices had completed two weeks of safety training in the Burdekin before starting work at their
respective sites this week.
“An apprenticeship with Wilmar means you’ll be properly trained in safe work practices, you’ll be involved in multi-million dollar
projects, and you’ll get to work closely with other trade disciplines to achieve results,” Mr Shipard said.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Executive
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Attended Reef Advisory Council meeting. The advisory committee is providing comment to the State and Federal
Governments Reef 2050 Sustainability plan, which is under review and will go out for public comment over coming weeks.
Attended Reef Regulations Consultation meeting on new cropping requirements.
Attended QFF Council meeting. The Council discussed recent development in water pricing review, Paradise Dam and
drought policy program reviews.
Took part in various teleconferences and briefings to discuss Marketing Code of Conduct arbitration developments.
Federal parliamentarian briefing on Tully arbitration and WTO challenge to Indian subsidies.
Ongoing work on Great Barrier Reef senate enquiry.
Met with Roslyn Baker, the new CEO of SRA to discuss current and future collaboration and engagement.

Biosecurity
✓

✓

✓

The exotic pest fall armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda) has now been detected on the mainland, near the tip of CYP. In
addition to increased surveillance activities across northern Qld, Biosecurity Qld (BQ) has developed an initial action plan
that will better define the pests’ distribution and undertake localised control of the pest. During this time, BQ will assess the
feasibility of eradication. The activities beyond the 6-week period will depend on BQ’s assessment of the feasibility of
eradication.
While a wide range of plants can host the fall armyworm, maize appears to the most vulnerable crop. Sugarcane will be
affected as well but the level of impact will depend on which strain is present. There is concern that the available method for
determining the strain is not highly reliable.
CANEGROWERS will continue to represent cane farmers’ interests through its role in the national committee for
coordinating joint responses to exotic pest incursions, with ongoing technical guidance from SRA.

Reef regulations for 'new' cropping activities
✓

✓
✓

As previously reported, the Reef Bill passed in 2019 contained provisions for a new set of regulations to apply when a farmer
converts grazing land to cropping/horticulture or when previously-cropped land does not pass a test for ‘recent’ cropping
history (cropped 3 times in the past 10 years, with 1 time in the past 5 years). With other peak industry bodies,
CANEGROWERS participated in a briefing from the Office of the Great Barrier Reef (OGBR) on these new regulations.
For all crops, the regulations include requirements around farm design e.g. buffer zones, erosion risk, and irrigation runoff.
For cane, management of such areas also has to meet the regulations associated with existing cane land.
The regulations will be made public in the next few weeks, and any submissions must be with the OGBR within the following
6 weeks. There should be opportunity to get changes that will make the regulations easier and more practical to navigate,
but there appears little possibility of delaying their 1 June commencement date. This is a shame, as such regulations should
always be tested on the ground to ensure the application and approval process is fair, efficient and unambiguous.

Trade
✓

✓

Australia’s first written submission outlining the case against India’s sugar supports is now on the DFAT website. The
submission and related documents in relation to the case can be found at: https://dfat.gov.au/trade/organisations/wto/wtodisputes/Pages/summary-of-australias-involvement-in-disputes-currently-before-the-world-trade-organization.aspx
CANEGROWERS participated in the Agricultural Trade roundtable meeting with Deputy Prime Minister and (then) Acting
Minister for Agriculture McCormack and Trade Minister Birmingham.

 We welcomed Australia’s leadership in taking the case against Indian sugar subsidies and price supports and stressed
the importance of securing a successful outcome.

 Emphasised the importance of sugar being included in any EU FTA and in the forthcoming trade agreement with the UK.
✓

CANEGROWERS briefed senior officials in the Department of Agriculture and DFAT on the range of issues related to India,
EU, UK, China, Japan and Indonesia.

Code
✓

CANEGROWERS briefed senior advisors form the Minister for Agriculture, Treasurer and Prime Minister’s offices of
developments in relation to the Code coming out of the Tully Arbitration.
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Market Update

Just a week to go until the Mar-20 expiry and prices have
remained constructive. Two questions remain: Will it last the
week? …and What will happen next week?

•

Overcoming a couple of days in which prices fell, the Mar20 ended the week higher at US15.59c/lb, up 53 pts weekon-week. Pleasing the next contract (May-20) is also
above US15c/lb. It closed the week at US15.12c/lb.

•

During the week speculators now holding 159,000 lots
long, added another 10,000 lots to their positions. In this
rising market it is no surprise to see reports of producers
continuing with their scale up orders and great to see that
some Queensland growers have got pricing done at more
than A$500 per tonne.

•

One well credentialed market commentator writes: ‘The
action looks to re-affirm the constructive nature of the
technical picture, and with the fundamental picture (greatly
-reduced Thai crop, Brazil center-south harvest yet to start)
still supportive, prices would appear to have more room to
run to the upside’.

•

The AUD is a little weaker trading at less than AUD/USD
0.66.

•

Gross prices currently available to Australian producers
are:






Season 2019: A$501/t
Season 2020: A$489/t
Season 2021: A$454/t
Season 2022: A$439/t

•

In this current market, please keep an eye out for pricing
opportunities.

•

For net daily price updates and forward price indications,
please contact your preferred marketer.

NB: This weekly update is available to CANEGROWERS members
through the members only web page www.canegrowers.com.au/
marketing-information-service using their usual login details.
NB: This update contains basic general comments only and not
financial advice. Marketing and pricing decisions should not be based
on these comments. Readers should consider their own circumstances
and take their own financial, legal and accounting advice as required.

CANEGROWERS
members

free call

1 00 177 159

For free advice on legal
issues contact
Canegrowers’ legal advisor
Chris Cooper
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Pricing information
2019 Season Advances
Schedule
As at 31 January 2020

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun -19
18 Jul 19

65%
65%

267
268

15 Aug 19
19 Sep 19
17 Oct 19
21 Nov 19
19 Dec 19
16 Jan 20
20 Feb 20
19 Mar 20
16 Apr 20
21 May 20
18 Jun 20
July 20

65%
65%
70%
70%
75%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%
95%
97.5%
100%

268
257
283
275
306
327
363
374
384
406
416
427

Default

2019 Season Advances Schedule
As at 31 January 2020

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun -19
18 Jul 19

65%
65%

255
255

15 Aug 19
19 Sep 19
17 Oct 19
21 Nov 19
12 Dec 19
23 Jan 20
20 Feb 20
19 Mar 20
16 Apr 20

65%
65%
70%
72.5%
77.5%
80%
82.5%
87.5%
90%

255
245
270
275
304
317
332
352
362

14 May 20

92.5%

373

18 Jun 20

95%

383

July 20

100%

403

Default

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board

Confirmed
Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation
Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page
of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also
available in the Pricing & Payments section.

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment
by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change
during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price
and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any
pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 24 February 2020

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices

Crop Year
2020 Season
2021 Season
2022 Season

Indicative Price

488.69
452.68
438.54

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/
USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends
The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date and reflect the
weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin
fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11
Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not
account for any adjustments resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements. For more
information, view the latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

Estimated Wilmar 2019 Pool Prices
As at 31 January 2020
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)
Wilmar Production Risk Pool 2

$423

Wilmar Managed Pool 1

$408

Wilmar US Quota Pool

$710

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage. Allocation Account Amounts begin
the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual
premiums and costs are known.
1. Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide added
tonnage. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price as growers.
The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis.
The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web

Estimated QSL 2019 Pool Prices
As at 31 January 2020
Net pool Percentage Priced
price ($/
Tonne IPS)

Sugar

Currency

QSL Harvest Pool

$396

98%

73%

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$383

101%

96%

QSL Early Start Actively
Managed Pool

$384

111%

89%

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$382

100%

100%

QSL US Quota Pool

$598

100%

90%

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$386

105%

92%

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the
QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense
of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.
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1.

Queensland farmers already struggling with the
cumulative impact of government policies, high energy
prices and natural disasters will continue to see their input
prices rise after the release of the Queensland
Competition Authority’s Irrigation price investigation 2020–
24 report. Read QFF's media statement HERE.

2.

With some irrigation schemes facing significant cost
increases and the inclusion of dam safety upgrades in the
water pricing pathway without taking into account
irrigators' ability to pay, the QCA report raises questions
about the long-term viability of some schemes and the
productivity of Queensland farmers. Read QFF's
Queensland Country Life column HERE.

3.

QFF CEO Dr Georgina Davis recently spoke to Rural
Queensland Today about the work of the Biosecurity
Queensland Ministerial Advisory Committee and why
everyone should be aware of their General Biosecurity
Obligation. If you missed it, listen now HERE

4.

QFF has partnered with the Queensland Government to
deliver workshops in Mareeba, Ayr, Bundaberg, Gatton
and Mackay to help landholders apply for the Queensland
Government’s Land Restoration Fund. For more
information and to register, click HERE.

5.

The latest Energy Savers e-newsletter is now available!
Stay up-to-date with the latest news including the launch
of QFF and the Energy Efficiency Council’s Best
Agricultural Energy Efficiency Project Award as part of the
National Energy Efficiency Awards 2020 and the team’s
recent Stanthorpe farm visit. Check it out HERE.

6.

QFF industry member CANEGROWERS says the market
for top quality Australian sugar is continuing to grow. From
last week, Australian sugar exporters have duty free
access for 30,000 tonnes of raw sugar sales into Peru
under the Peru-Australian Free Trade Agreement. More
HERE.

7.

Primary producers and small businesses impacted by the
North and Far North Queensland floods last year have
until Friday, 28 February 2020 to apply for Special
Disaster Assistance Recovery Grants of up to $75,000 to
help pay off clean up and reinstatement costs. More
HERE.

8.

The exotic plant pest fall armyworm has been detected for
the first time in Australia on the Torres Strait islands of
Saibai and Erub. The moth feeds in large numbers on
more than 350 plants and can cause significant economic
loss. Details HERE.

9.

QFF industry member CANEGROWERS acknowledged
the importance of community safety but urged the State
Government to have a more detailed and transparent
conversation with the community around this issue. Read
their media statement HERE. You can read the Minister’s
response to their concerns HERE.

10. Newly elected Nationals deputy leader David Littleproud
has given up his water portfolio this week to be sworn in
as Minister for Agriculture, Drought and Emergency
Management. Check out the Australian Government’s
new-look frontbench HERE.

Smartcane BMP selfassessment workshops

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP
accreditation.
Growers who have completed the selfassessment and would like to continue on to accreditation
should also contact Terry or Jasmine.
Please RSVP to:
Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149
Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601

IrrigWeb workshops

IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday
mornings (9 - 11 am).
Workshops will cover: setting up a farm and paddocks;
determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation
information.
You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet. Phones are
suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too
small for the initial setup. If you don’t have a laptop or tablet
please let us know so we can organise one.
Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079.
8

Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600
CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
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CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited

Greg Watson

General Manager
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Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

0436 949 714
4790 3604

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Mindi Lennon

Industry Recovery Officer

4790 3603
0436 921 711

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Glenn Betteridge

glenn_betteridge@outlook.com

0407 169 273

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Pioneer

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Kalamia

Sue Wright

sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

