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CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd Newsletter Edition 2020/1  Distributed: Friday 24 January 2020 

New Manager for CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 
 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Chairman Phillip Marano welcomes the appointment of Greg Watson to the position of General 

Manager which was recently vacated with the retirement of Wayne Smith.  

Greg was previously employed by QSL as the 

Grower Relationship Manager for the Burdekin 

and Herbert River regions and this role 

enabled him to gain a good understanding of 

the sugar industry, the growers and 

stakeholders therein. Greg is no stranger to 

the sugar industry having been born and 

raised in Home Hill where his parents were 

cane harvesting contractors and in his career 

he also served for 3 years as the Executive 

Officer for CRC for Sustainable Sugar 

Production managing research budgets for the 

benefit of the industry. 

Greg brings 25 years of experience in financial 

services to the role, comprising of a decade in 

business/agribusiness banking followed by 15 

years in financial planning where he was self-

employed for 13 years. Having been in various 

management roles and a business owner, 

Greg can relate to growers as he understands 

both the risks and benefits of being self-employed and the challenges that growers face through being in business.   

Greg said he was attracted to the CANEGROWERS Burdekin role as it will enable him to focus his efforts on the Burdekin on a 

much broader scale where he can lead and help the local team to assist grower members with a range of different issues and 

services.  

Whilst the last two seasons have been challenging for growers from both a profitability and regulatory risk perspective, Greg feels 

that the sugar cane industry is still a good industry to be involved in for the long term and that the Burdekin is the premier region 

and community to be farming in with its coastal location, soils and water security.   

Greg said, “he has been involved in the sugar industry from a very young age, is pleased to be back working full time in the 

Burdekin and is looking forward to helping farmers whilst at the same time making a contribution to the local community and sugar 

industry.”  

Greg is married with three children and enjoys spending his spare time with his family at Cape Upstart and supporting his chi ldren 

at numerous basketball and netball courts. 

Greg can be contacted on 0436 949 714 or via email greg_watson@canegrowers.com.au.   

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Chairman Phil Marano welcomes  
new General Manager Greg Watson 
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Free first aid course 
available to cane 
farmers 

Cane growers in the Burdekin can attend a certified first aid 

course funded by the Australian and Queensland Governments 

under the Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements. 

In Australia we experience a wide range of natural disasters 

including bushfires, floods, severe storms, earthquakes, 

landslides and cyclones. It is important that no matter what the 

disaster or the likelihood of a disaster occurring that we are 

prepared for emergency situations.  

First aid is the immediate treatment or care given to a person 

suffering from an injury or illness until more advanced care is 

provided  or the person recovers. 

The fist course offered is booked out, therefore a second 

course is being arranged with the date to be confirmed. 

If you would like to attend a first aid course contact Industry 

Recovery Officer Mindi on 47903603 or 

mindi_lennon@canegrowers.com.au. 

2020 Local Government 
Elections 
Nominations for candidates for election as mayors and 

councillors will be open from the publication of the Notice of 

Election on 22 February 2020, until midday on Tuesday, 

3 March 2020, with the election day being on 28 March 2020.  

Given the importance of having a sustainable sugar industry for 

the Burdekin community, it would be good to have a grower 

voice elected to Council and we would encourage growers to 

consider their position and nominate by the due date should 

they wish to run for Council.  

Further details can be found at https://www.ecq.qld.gov.au/

elections/election-events/2020-local-government-elections.  

https://www.ecq.qld.gov.au/elections/election-events/2020-local-government-elections
https://www.ecq.qld.gov.au/elections/election-events/2020-local-government-elections
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CANEGROWERS 

Burdekin members 

receive a 6% discount 

The Special Disaster 
Assistance Recovery 

Grant  
 

Closes on Friday the 28th of February.  

Have you harvested/burnt and found newly 

discovered flood damage?  

Remember you can lodge a second claim if 

needed. 

It’s not too late to apply!  

Contact Mindi 

Monday to Wednesday 

 on 47903603 

Shed meetings 
BPS, SRA and Farmacist are holding shed meetings starting 

next Wednesday. Topics covered include: 

 Prod Reports (group results, variety results, variety x soil 

type)  

 Explain cane price formula   

 Soil  health and structure - infiltration demo  

 Sorghum control and herbicide update  

 High yielding results by variety and farming practices 

(2018 and 2019 data)  

 Variety trial results (mainly WSRA17)  

 Regulations update/clarification   

 Imidacloprid usage and industry response 
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Executive 

✓ ASA meeting with Health & Wellbeing QLD around social license to operate. 

✓ Ongoing work on sugar industry revitalisation project with ASMC. 

✓ Quarterly catch up with Director General of the Qld Department of Agriculture and Fisheries  

 

Cyclone (Parametric) Insurance 

✓ CANEGROWERS met with the research team developing the potential cyclone parametric insurance and discretionary 

mutual fund (DMF) for CANEGROWERS. They presented a DMF cashflow for 20 years simulating different starting times 

and cyclones. There is still work to be done to finalise this. 

 

Electricity 

✓ CANEGROWERS participated in an Energy Consumers Australia conference call on a technical issue related to proposed 

AER guidelines to make the Integrated System Plan actionable. The issue relates to the roles of the AER and Australian 

Energy Market Operator (AEMO). CANEGROWERS made it clear that a specific role of the AER is to pursue the long term 

interests of consumers. Because AEMO does not have such a mandate, it is important that in establishing its guidelines the 

AER continues to pursue the long term interests of consumers. 

✓ CANEGROWERS, with the assistance of Sapere, is preparing responses to: 

 the AER in relation to Energy Queensland’s revised regulatory proposal and tariff structure statement 2020-25. 

 the QCA interim consultation paper in relation to its forthcoming retail electricity price determination 2020-21 for the 

Ergon network. 

 

Trade 

✓ Coordination of Australian, Brazilian and Guatemalan activity in relation to the India sugar dispute and the possible 

engagement of expertise in India to assist. Australia, Brazil and Guatemala have formally lodged their first written 

submissions with the WTO in Geneva on the India case. This is a major milestone in the dispute. The three countries are 

closely aligned in their arguments and calculations of India’s price supports. They are coordinated in approach and are 

working closely together. 

 

Chemical Use 

✓ We received a briefing from Nufarm on their planned submission in response to APVMA’s proposed windows of use for 2,4-

D in sugarcane. They received a good response to their survey of growers’ current patterns of use of 2,4-D and have 

modelled a number of scenarios to create an alternative set of recommendations which is more practical for growers while 

addressing concerns for aquatic environments. One of the problems in responding to the APVMA review is the lack of any 

detail or rationale in the report to justify their proposed changes to use. The assumptions used in APVMA ’s analysis and 

modelling of different use patterns were not available. This is most unusual for APVMA which is typically transparent and 

communicative about the analysis and logic behind their findings and recommendations. 

 

Reef Water Quality 

✓ In Cairns last week, CSIRO launched an app called 1622WQ, which can use data from automated water monitoring 

equipment to display the concentration of dissolved nitrogen in local waterways in real time. It is limited to data from 

catchments, and sites within a catchment, where such automated systems are in place. Such a tool has potential for growers 

to understand the management and climate factors that cause spikes in dissolved N from farms, and the next Environment 

and Sustainability committee meeting will include a discussion of its use with the app’s developer, Dr. Peter Thorburn. 

✓ NFF’s Sustainable Development Committee meets in early February and the main issue will be the statutory review of the 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (1999). Professor Graeme Samuel is chairing this review and will 

address the meeting. 

 

Transport 

✓ Discussions were held with Transport and Main Roads and National Heavy Vehicle Regulator on the inclusion of the 

Northern Notice piloting conditions into the National Agricultural Vehicle Notice. 

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the 

QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense 

of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.   

Crop Year  Indicative Price 

2019 Season 447.33 

2020 Season 462.02 

2021 Season 449.69 

2022 Season 439.73 

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/

USD exchange rates 

Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends 

Net pool 

price ($/

Tonne IPS)  

Percentage Priced  

Sugar Currency 

QSL Harvest Pool $394 96% 65% 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $383 105% 96% 

QSL Early Start Actively 

Managed Pool 

$383 115% 97% 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $382 100% 100% 

QSL US Quota Pool $597 100% 62% 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $387 105% 99% 

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun -19 65% 267.34 

18 Jul 19 65% 268.79 

15 Aug 19 65% 268.72 

19 Sep 19 65% 257.28 

17 Oct 19 70% 283 

21 Nov 19 70% 275 

19 Dec 19 75% 306 

16 Jan 20 80% 327 

20 Feb 20 85% 347 

19 Mar 20 87.5% 357 

16 Apr 20 90% 367 

21 May 20 95% 388 

18 Jun 20 97.5% 398 

July 20 100% 408 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 24 January 2020 

2019 Season Advances Schedule 

As at 17 January 2020 

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices 

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date and reflect the 

weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin 

fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 

Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not 

account for any adjustments resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements.  For more 

information, view the latest QSL Market Snapshot here. 

Estimated QSL 2019 Pool Prices 

As at 17 January 2020 

2019 Season Advances 

Schedule 

As at 31 December 2019 

 

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board 

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment 

by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change 

during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price 

and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any 

pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

Confirmed 

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price. 

For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation 

Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page 

of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also 

available in the Pricing & Payments section.  

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

Wilmar Production Risk Pool 2 $405 

Wilmar Managed Pool 1 $395 

Wilmar US Quota Pool  $701 

Estimated Wilmar 2019 Pool Prices 

As at 31 December 2019 

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at 

the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.  Allocation Account Amounts begin 

the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual 

premiums and costs are known. 

1. Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide added 

tonnage. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price as growers. 

The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis. 

2. Wilmar has now received sugar into the terminals for the 2019 Season Production Risk 

Pool. Accordingly the Pool Manager now has greater flexibility around the timing of pricing this 

sugar. 

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web 

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun -19 65% 255.34 

18 Jul 19 65% 255.92 

15 Aug 19 65% 255.34 

19 Sep 19 65% 245.50 

17 Oct 19 70% 270 

21 Nov 19 72.5% 275 

12 Dec 19 77.5% 304 

23 Jan 20 80% 317 

20 Feb 20 82.5% 330 

19 Mar 20 87.5% 351 

16 Apr 20 90% 361 

14 May 20 92.5% 371 

18 Jun 20 95% 381 

July 20 100% 401 

 

https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzhJ5wQsCzAQsTjd7a9EVdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCVssUCZsSHaNfPP_5twx7P50lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISVpAwUUqen-LPbb0VBZPHTbFIzzhPPXXzP2t-EyCJtdmUVPBgY-F6lK1FJUSyOrKrKr01yR3-rEDNYGjbGX3ifEYLAUXoHBzVmaACPAnn44T4ZjttI-g7441
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1. As agricultural land values rise, some farmers are 
becoming liable for land tax for the first time or their 
liability is increasing and are facing greater financial 
pressure as their profitability margins are eroded and their 
business viability is threatened. QFF’s Queensland 
Country Life column HERE.  

2. Despite bushfires and drought, the property market in 
regional Queensland is stable with some agricultural 
property prices increasing. QFF CEO Dr Georgina Davis 
recently spoke to ABC Radio Brisbane about why. If you 
missed the interview, listen HERE.  

3. Some cotton regions received much needed rain over the 
past week, meaning those with crops in the ground may 
be spraying soon. QFF industry member Cotton Australia 
is reminding growers to use Satacrop, read and follow 
spray label instructions and check the conditions before 
spraying HERE.  

4. While the impacts of drought and bushfires are 
devastating for farmers and regional communities, QFF 
industry member Growcom is reassuring consumers they 
should not have concerns about where their next meal will 
come from. If a shortfall in production is anticipated from 
one region, then growers elsewhere will attempt to fill it. 
More HERE.  

5. Primary producers in the Whitsunday Regional Council 
area who were impacted by the Monsoon Trough in early 
2019 may be eligible for a Special Disaster Assistance 
Recovery Grant of up to $75,000. Applications for these 
grants close on 28 February 2020. Find more information 
HERE.  

6. Freight subsidies and disaster assistance loans are 
available to bushfire affected farmers in parts of the 
Scenic Rim and Southern Downs Shires while financial 
assistance has been also extended to include eligible 
individuals in the Livingstone area. More details HERE.  

7. It’s no secret that Queensland gets its fair share of climate 
events including flooding rains and drought. The 
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries’ latest Turf ‘n’ 
Surf podcast explores how the Drought and Climate 
Adaptation Program is helping producers to adapt, and 
better manage drought and climate impacts. Listen HERE  

8. The International Year of Plant Health in 2020 has 
officially kicked off! Find out how you can help prevent the 
spread of pests and diseases, protect our plants and get 
involved in the celebrations in Australia HERE.  

9. The agriculture sector is supported with the most up-to-
date information to help climate and weather-sensitive 
decisions. The Bureau of Meteorology is now producing 
more climate outlooks, more often. The suite of new 
outlooks includes weekly and fortnightly timescales. 
Check them out HERE.  

10. The Queensland Futures Institute’s 2020 Policy Leaders 
Breakfast on 5 February in Brisbane will feature influential 
policy makers and shapers, including QFF CEO Dr 
Georgina Davis, as they highlight the opportunities and 
challenges for the year ahead. Purchase your tickets 
HERE.  

Smartcane BMP self-
assessment workshops 
The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP 

accreditation.  Growers who have completed the self-

assessment and would like to continue on to accreditation 

should also contact Terry or Jasmine. 

Please RSVP to: 

Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149 

Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601 

The next Smartcane BMP workshop will be held on 

Tuesday the 28th January from 9-11am at the BPS office 

on Old Clare Road. 

IrrigWeb workshops 
IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday 

mornings (9 - 11 am). 

Workshops will cover:  setting up a farm and paddocks; 

determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation 

information. 

You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet.  Phones are 

suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too 

small for the initial setup.  If you don’t have a laptop or tablet 

please let us know so we can organise one. 

Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079. 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/B49WCmOxlAsArN1ur2kPU?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/B49WCmOxlAsArN1ur2kPU?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/k8ykCnxynBTKYNlcw4i6F?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/kw19CoVzpDsB03liK4JUv?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/cMlaCp8ArETvB3Qh8Zs22?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/-PgCCq7BwGszojLSKe-Df?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/abRNCr8DyJT1GlwFqNo8q?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/TxQqCvl0KNT23zOUk-TfO?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/PiuECwVLMOsAW30ujXjg0?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/q_PVCxnMOPs93omhQK7wp?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/5nHJCyoNQ0I0R56hYWvXy?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/WIvnCzvOVRuxAo8H9g21h?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/XMUxCANZjwunzArTDT4vI?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/XMUxCANZjwunzArTDT4vI?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/sjUVCBNZlxuMO5PclYB0t?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/sjUVCBNZlxuMO5PclYB0t?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/oQdbCD1jpzTnkljTVESUN?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/mvpiCE8krATgN51hGuLbH?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/UKdXCGvmyDu0Q5Wh86qkI?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/37nGCJypGJt1DEpFqFgFj?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/ml1_CK1qK0TBG58iEVdmZ?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/IbXzCL7rMLsmZnNu3ysDM?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/tGuTCMwvOMtRA4xfwVHb1v?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

CANEGROWERS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Greg Watson General Manager 0436 949 714 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3606 

0408 638 518 

Mindi Lennon Industry Recovery Officer 4790 3603 

0436 921 711 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Glenn Betteridge glenn_betteridge@outlook.com 0407 169 273 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Fortnightly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Invicta Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 

Pioneer Vicki Lewis vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Kalamia Sue Wright sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319  

Inkerman Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 


