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Dr Peter Ridd addresses members at the AGM
Over fifty members were present at the Annual General
Meeting of CANEGROWERS Burdekin held on Wednesday
20th November.
Marine Physicist Dr Peter Ridd addressed the members as
guest speaker at the AGM. Dr Ridd spoke on the reliability of
the evidence demonstrating the damage to the Great Barrier
Reef and the need for better quality control.
Matt Kealley, Member Engagement and Innovation Manager
also addressed the meeting. Updating members on the
activities being undertaken by Queensland CANEGROWERS
and the district offices.
In addition, the members present had the opportunity to
farewell General Manager Wayne Smith who announced his
retirement earlier this year and will be concluding his time with
CANEGROWERS after 15 years at Christmas.

Dr Peter Ridd, Chair Phil Marano & General Manager Wayne Smith

Wayne acknowledged and thanked the Directors, members
and staff who he worked with since beginning with
CANEGROWERS in 2004.
In recognition of his 15 years of service to growers and the
organisation CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited, Chair Phil
Marano presented Wayne with the suitably engraved prized
memento of a mounted silver cane knife.

Member Engagement & Innovation Manger, QCGO Matt Kealley
addressed the meeting

Dr Peter Ridd presenting at the Annual General Meeting

CANEGROWERS Burdekin General Manager Wayne Smith being
presented with a cane knife by Chair Phil Marano
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Wilmar International
profits rise in Q3

In an announcement last week agribusiness firm Wilmar
International saw its net profit rose 10% Year on Year to
US$447.1m in Q3 from US$405.9m in 2018, which was driven by
stronger performance from its tropical oils and consumer products
segments.

Farming in reef
catchments rebate
scheme

As a sugar cane grower in the Burdekin region you may
be eligible to claim the Farming in Reef Catchments
Rebate.

Wilmar posted gains from the disposal of its discontinued
operations in Brazil. Crushing operations also said to have
performed better than expected. Profit growth was partially offset
by lower contributions from associates and joint ventures.

To claim the rebate, you need to have sought
professional advice from an Accredited Agricultural
Adviser (AAA) for managing nutrient and sediment runoff on your primary production enterprise.

Overall sales volume inched up 6% YoY, whilst revenue dipped 2%
YoY to US$11.16b in Q3 from US$11.42b. The revenue slump was
blamed on lower commodity prices during the quarter.

Up to $1,000 reimbursement is available to eligible
primary producers to cover the costs of having sought
this professional advice.

As for the 9 month period, the group hit core net profit of
US$846.4m, down from US$968.5m in the corresponding 9 months
of 2018. Overall sales volume during the same period grew 5%,
whilst revenue slid 6% YoY to US$31.39b from US$33.31b.

To be eligible for a rebate, you must:

•

be a primary producer (sugarcane, bananas or
beef cattle).

Wilmar’s tropical oils segment reported the fastest growth in pretax profit at 24% YoY to US$193.2m in Q3, boosted by strong
performance from the manufacturing and merchandising business,
including oleochemicals. It also saw higher sales volume and
improved processing margins during the quarter, but was partially
offset by lower crude palm oil (CPO) prices and production yields,
reducing contributions from the plantations business.

•

be located in the Great Barrier Reef region
including Wet Tropics, Burdekin, Mackay
Whitsundays, Fitzroy and Burnett Mary according
to the Great Barrier Reef catchment and river
basins map

•

have sought advice from an AAA

The group’s sugar operations saw its pre-tax profit edge up 9%
year on year to US$80.1m in Q3, supported by its sugar refineries.
Sales volume for Milling increased 14% to 0.7 million MT in
3Q2019 (3Q2018: 0.6 million MT) due to higher contributions from
the Australian milling operations. Higher sales activities in
Merchandising and Refining in 3Q2019 resulted in a 36% increase
in overall sales volume to 3.3 million MT (3Q2018: 2.4 million MT).

•

not have received any financial assistance from
Australian or Queensland Government programs
around managing nutrient and sediment run-off on
your commercial agricultural property.

The oilseeds & grains registered a 1% YoY increase in pretax profit
to $410m (US$301.3m) over the same period, mainly due to good
performances by both manufacturing and consumer products.

Current Accredited Agricultural Advisers for sugar cane
in the Burdekin listed on the QRIDA website include:

On the other hand, the others segment recorded a pre-tax loss of
US$20.7m in Q3, no thanks to mark-to-market losses from the
group’s investment portfolio and corporate costs.
Wilmar’s joint ventures & associates also posted lower
contributions at US$24.8 from US$66.4m because of weaker
performance from the group’s investments in Africa, India and
Vietnam.
Chairman and CEO Mr. Kuok Khoon Hong said, “Despite the
challenging operating environment, Wilmar performed well
because of the integrated and diversified business model. The
operations in most countries also did well in 3Q2019. Barring
unforeseen circumstances, we expect to do reasonably well in
4Q2019.”

For more information about the eligibility criteria, please
refer to the guidelines .

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Peter Spies
Claire Bailey
Terry Granshaw
Don Pollock
Jasmine Connolly
Marian Davis
Rob Milla
Donald Lindsay
Robert Stewart
Cherrie Johnson
Brent Wilson
Peter Becke
Gurtej Sidhu
Damian Baxter

Highlights of Wilmar’s third quarter 2019 results by business
segment (including the sugar division) can be viewed by clicking
here.
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Declared State of Fire Emergency Declaration
lifted in the Burdekin, Local Fire Ban in place

The State of Fire Emergency Declaration imposed on a slew of local government
areas in early November has been partially wound back as fire conditions ease.
Acting Queensland Fire and Emergency Services (QFES) Commissioner Mike
Wassing said the Declaration would be lifted from 36 of 42 local government areas.
The far-reaching Declaration was imposed across a large stretch of the state on
November 9 to ban activities that could cause fires to ignite, including the use of
power tools, barbecues and naked flames outdoors.
The move was in response to an escalating bushfire risk gripping parts of
Queensland.
"The State of Fire Emergency Declaration now applies only to Toowoomba, Lockyer
Valley, Somerset, Ipswich, Southern Downs and Scenic Rim local government
areas," Mr Wassing said.
"Significant blazes continue to burn in these areas and the bushfire risk remains
high, which is why the Declaration will continue until further notice.
"The Declaration has been cancelled in areas where the bushfire danger has fallen."

Mr Wassing said residents in the 36 local government areas where the Declaration had been lifted might still be under local fire
bans.
"Local Fire Bans have been re-introduced in many local government areas that were covered by the Declaration," he said.
There is currently a Local Fire Ban in the Burdekin which began on Thursday 21 November and ends midnight Wednesday 4
December. The local fire ban declaration is available here.
The following exemption applies to the local fire ban:
Fires lit for the purpose of burning tops and trash between the hours of 1800hrs and 0900hrs (6.00pm and 9.00am) once a permi t
to burn has been obtained from the local fire warden for those blocks of cane that require a permit to burn.
Mr Wassing said all Queenslanders should remain vigilant and take proactive measures to prepare their loved ones and
properties to withstand bushfires.
"Queensland is in the midst of a prolonged and intense bushfire season, so the threat of fires is far from over," he said.
"Preparing a Bushfire Survival Plan and clearing flammable materials from properties all contribute to reducing the bushfire risk
and assisting our crews on the ground."

National Landcare Program:
Smart Farms Small Grants

A third round of this program is open for applications for amounts $5,000 $50,000 until 19 December 2019. The purpose of these grants is to support
land manager practice change that will deliver more sustainable, productive
and profitable food, fibre and forestry business while protecting Australia’s
biodiversity; protecting and improving the condition of natural resources;
and assisting Australia meet its international obligations. Projects should
aim to achieve one of these outcomes:
Increased adoption of best practice sustainable agriculture

Next Crop

This is a Sugar Research Australia professional
and personal development program for growers,
designed to create a network of confident and
committed future leaders for the industry. It is
seeking nominations from growers who are
keen to build their leadership skills by
participating in its second course between
February and May 2020. There is no age limit
and a group of 10-15 will be selected. There is a
$750 fee but beyond that all travel and
accommodation costs are covered by SRA.

Increase the capacity of land managers to adopt best practice sustainable
agriculture

Nominations close on 29 November 2019.

For more information visit the relevant Federal Government’s Community
Grants page.

For more information visit the Next Crop
Leaders web page.
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Ever wondered
what it takes to
build a
bioreactor?

Agronomists & economists
share skills and knowledge
at legume roadshow

A team of agronomic, economic and extension staff from the Department of
Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) recently contributed to a legume agronomy
roadshow in the Burdekin.
The roadshow was designed to assist sugarcane growers considering
introducing legume crops into their existing farming systems. Organised
through the Herbert and Burdekin Soil Health project, the roadshow covered
four different locations and attracted around 185 growers and other
interested parties.

Staff from DAF and QUT building a bioreactor on a
cane farm in the lower Burdekin

DAF and the Queensland University of
Technology are working with canegrowers to
trial the use of denitrifying bioreactors to
reduce nitrate-nitrogen losses from cane farms
in the lower Burdekin.
The team have installed three bed-style
bioreactors in the lower Burdekin and are
monitoring them to assess their treatment
performance to determine what role they play
in improving water quality in the Great Barrier
Reef.
Carla Wegscheidl, DAF Project Leader said
that bioreactors are a relatively new idea in
north Queensland.
“They have attracted a lot of attention as a
relatively cheap system for treating nitrate
leaving crops,” she said.
“Trials in south-east Queensland have
demonstrated that bioreactors are effective in
removing nitrate from groundwater near a
pineapple crop. We are working to understand
if they are also a practical option for reducing
nitrate levels in cane production systems in
north Queensland.”
Watch this short timelapse video to see the
construction of an off-line bed-style bioreactor
near Home Hill. The bioreactor took two days
to build and contained 40m3 of woodchip.
“The aim of this video is to show what a bedstyle bioreactor looks like and how one is built,
to show people who may be interested in the
use of this technology.”
Interim guidelines on the design, operation and
monitoring of bioreactors have also been
developed and are available here.

DAF Coastal farming systems team leader Neil Halpin presented on the
benefits of adding legume crops in the sugarcane farming system and the
importance of understanding your soil.
“Legumes can improve soil biology, which is important for the ongoing
viability of your farm. Field trials conducted over many years have
demonstrated significant cane yield responses to legume rotations, when
compared to the monoculture” Mr Halpin said.
“Proper legume inoculation and fertilising with a program based on soil
nutrient tests and agronomic advice can help to increase your potential grain
yields and cash crop income.
“Additionally, having an understanding of how best to manage legume
residues can help synchronise the release of nitrogen to the next cane crop
by better matching nitrogen released from the legumes to when the
sugarcane crop needs it. This maximises opportunities to lower inorganic
fertiliser in plant cane. Equally, it is important to understand how the weather
scenarios interact with that process.”
Agricultural Economist Caleb Connolly, provided practical examples of the
economic benefits of growing a soybean or mung bean cash crop during
times when growers traditionally follow a bare fallow.
“We looked at a number of examples in the Burdekin and different prices and
yields. Each analyses indicated a financial benefit for the grower. Although
the legume cash crops can obviously take more effort than having a bare
fallow, they can contribute positively to a farm’s overall operating return,”
said Mr Connolly.
“DAF has developed a free online tool, the Farm Economic Analysis Tool
(FEAT). This was used to analyse these examples and can be freely used
by growers to consider breakeven yields and prices for a legume crop by
inputting information from individual farms.
“FEAT can also be used by growers to consider what might happen if yields
or prices for a legume cash crop change. By tabulating various scenarios, it
can be used to consider risks and allow growers to make more informed
decisions. As every farm is different growers need to factor in their own
circumstances and seek farm-specific agronomic advice.”
For more information on FEAT, please visit the DAF website and search for
the Farm Economic Analysis Tool (Australian cane growers can register for
the tool for free).
The Herbert and Burdekin Soil Health Project is supported with funding or in
kind support by Sugar Research Australia, Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries (DAF), University of Queensland, University of Southern
Queensland, Burdekin Productivity Services, Herbert Cane Productivity
Services Limited and Wilmar.
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QFF appoints new CEO & President

The
Special
Disaster
Assistance
Recovery
Grant
QFF new CEO Dr Georgina Davis with new QFF President Alan Dingle

Leading Queensland’s intensive, semi-intensive and irrigated agriculture industries into a
sustainable, productive and profitable future will be the focus of the Queensland Farmers’
Federation’s (QFF) new leadership team.
Dr Georgina Davis has been appointed Chief Executive Officer (CEO) as outgoing CEO Travis
Tobin moves onto new challenges with the Cattle Council of Australia in Canberra. While Allan
Dingle has transitioned from his current role as QFF Vice President and taken over the reins
from President Stuart Armitage who is returning to his cotton farm on the Darling Downs.
Beginning her new role as QFF CEO today, Dr Georgina Davis brings 25 years of experience to
the position.
“Advocating on behalf of and representing QFF’s more than 13,000 primary producers across
Queensland is a significant responsibility as farmers face the cumulative effects of significant
impacts on their businesses,” Dr Davis said.
“I look forward to supporting and striving for a better deal for Queensland’s farmers and
highlighting the exceptional quality of the food, fibre and foliage they produce and the amenity
they provide.”
The QFF Presidency is another feather in the cap for Allan Dingle who farms sugarcane,
soybeans and fodder crops on his 230 hectare irrigated property at Bundaberg.
Allan was appointed a Director of QFF in 2014 and has been the Vice President since 2017.
Allan has also served on several other regional and state level boards including
CANEGROWERS, Bundaberg Regional Irrigators Group, the Bundaberg Grain and Cane Co-op,
and the Bundaberg District Groundwater Advisory Committee.
“Queensland’s farmers have a lot to be proud of as they provide the highest quality produce for
people at home in Australia and many more around the world,” Mr Dingle said.

Closes on Friday the
29th of November.
Have you harvested/
burnt and found newly
discovered flood
damage?
Remember you can
lodge a second claim
if needed.
It’s not too late to
apply!

Contact
Mindi
Monday to
Wednesday
on
47903603

“I appreciate this opportunity to further represent my fellow farmers as QFF collaborates with
industry, government and the community to overcome existing challenges and realise the
opportunities for the future of the state’s agriculture sector.”
The new leadership team thanked Mr Tobin and Mr Armitage for their expertise, commitment
and valuable contributions to the success of QFF during their time as CEO and President
respectively.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Executive Comment
✓

✓
✓
✓
✓

✓
✓
✓

A range of industry relevant Annual General Meetings were conducted during the week including the Australian Sugar
Alliance, Qld Cane Growers Organisation, Australian Cane Growers Council, Cane Industry Union of Employers and the
Queensland Farmers Federation.
The Australian Sugar Alliance Trade Committee also met to discuss trade related activities especially in relation to the India
and trade strategy development.
The Australian Sugar Alliance Board also met with social licence to operate, trade policy and research and development /
adoption updates all discussed.
A range of media interviews were held to discuss progress with the WTO and in country discussions relating to India sugar
policies.
The final 2019 CANEGROWERS Policy Council meeting was held. President of the National Farmers Federation (NFF)
Fiona Simson was a guest as was Ben Stockwin - the CEO of the Primary Industries Education
Foundation. CANEGROWERS has strong linkages with both organisations. Committee reports were provided by the
Environment and Sustainability, Economics and Trade and Farm Inputs and Research Committees, with the Council passing
relevant policy resolutions put forward by each committee.
Following the Policy Council meeting a Managers meeting was held to discuss relevant operational issues. A range of topics
on transport, workplace health and safety, cane burning notice were covered.
The Qld Farmers Federation Council met last week. Water and energy pricing, reef policy / regulations, water metering,
inland rail project development were all topics of importance discussed at the meeting.
Attended 10th Annual Asia Sugar & Ethanol Conference in New Delhi, India. The trip to India was coordinated as part of a
delegation within the Global Sugar Alliance. Delegates from Australia were joined by representatives from the sugar
industries in Brazil and Thailand. This important collaboration has come as a result of a desire to talk directly to the Indian
industry to describe the different pathways by which our countries have already or are evolving to have our production and
payment process reflective on the world sugar market. Equally for Brazil to share the enormous reform of their industry to
become a dominant force in ethanol production. While there are over 500 sugar mills in India and around 50 million farm
reliant workers and farmers, the drivers for sugar policy reform are complex but necessary where the considerations of the
impact of existing policies are considered. Outside of the attendance at the conference discussions were held with the
Australian High Commission, local media outlets, local experts and advisors on Indian sugar policy and an embassy
roundtable with the Australian High Commission, Brazilian and Thai Embassies.

Environment and Sustainability
✓

CANEGROWERS lodged a submission to the Senate Inquiry on ‘Identification of leading practices in ensuring evidencebased regulation of farm practices that impact water quality outcomes in the Great Barrier Reef’. Four main issues were
highlighted:
✓ Regulations are not an effective driver of practice change in farming systems.

✓
✓
✓
✓

Ignoring uncertainty in science is counter-productive to effective policy.
The targets for water quality (catchment load reductions) are unrealistic.
Flawed methods for assessing industry progress towards water quality targets.

The Environment and Sustainability Committee of CANEGROWERS met prior to Policy Council. It discussed:
✓ Prioritisation of issues for the work plan, including tasks related to reef water quality, chemical use, and biosecurity.

✓

✓
✓
✓

The method used by Paddock to Reef to assess the risk to water quality from a grower’s nitrogen management – the N
surplus per ha (N applied per ha minus N taken up by the crop per ha) is positively correlated with the risk of N losses to
the environment. Risk categories are bounded by NUE thresholds and by rates of N applied relative to the standard
recommendations from Six Easy Steps. To be classed as moderate to low risk for water quality, growers must either
apply 6ES rates and consistently achieve above-average yields, or reduce N rates by 15-30% below 6ES. The latter
option creates a high risk of reduced productivity and profits.
The problems emerging from unjustified generalisations about the health of the reef, water quality, and the influence of
farm-sourced N.
The need to address exceedances of imidacloprid in certain waterways, through proper placement of the
product.o Progress in BMP uptake and planning for its long-term delivery.
Organisation and funding of biosecurity measures to deal with any incursions by exotic pests or diseases of cane.
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CANEGROWERS
Queensland … taking
up the fight on all
issues affecting cane
farmers
Smartcane BMP
✓

✓

An update on the Smartcane BMP program was presented
to the Environment and Sustainability committee, ahead of
the Policy Council in Brisbane last week. Following the
presentation, the group discussed the project’s alignment
to sustainable sugar and considered future models and
funding sources for the project at the end of the current
phase.
Michael Pisano was presented with a plaque, recognising
his achievement as the first Smartcane BMP accredited
grower to be re-accredited after 5 consecutive years of
accreditation and honoring his ongoing commitment to
leadership within the industry.

Sustainable Sugar
✓

✓
✓

✓

Czarnikow Vive skype meeting to discuss the ongoing
benchmarking work. CANEGROWERS has provided Vive
with information to complete their online assessment.
Further clarity around the auditing and evidence
information was requested. The discussion provided this
clarity and Czarnikow will follow-up by the end of
November.
Follow-up work with ProTerra after discussion on
benchmarking last week.
ProTerra and American Sugar Refiners have provided
reports on the FoodChain ID Certification with the
ProTerra social verification audits that took place in Tully
and the Burdekin in August 2019. CANEGROWERS will
review and provide feedback.
Bonsucro are in the process of reviewing their Bonsucro
sustainable framework. CANEGROWERS has been
discussing elements of this with Bonsucro members and
the Queensland sugar industry.

Trade
✓

Preparations for trade meetings in the WTO in relation to
the challenge against Indian sugar subsidies, in Brussels
in relation to the Australia-EU FTA and Global Sugar
Alliance members meeting.

CANEGROWERS
members

free call

00 77

9

For free advice on legal
issues contact
Canegrowers’ legal advisor
Chris Cooper
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Pricing information
20 9 Season Advances
Schedule
As at 3 October 20 9

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun -19
18 Jul 19

65%
65%

267.34
268.79

15 Aug 19
19 Sep 19
17 Oct 19
21 Nov 19
19 Dec 19
16 Jan 20
20 Feb 20
19 Mar 20
16 Apr 20
21 May 20
18 Jun 20
July 20

65%
65%
70%
70%
75%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%
95%
97.5%
100%

268.72
257.28
283
275
295
314
334
344
353
373
383
393

Default

20 9 Season Advances Schedule
As at 2 October 20 9

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun -19
18 Jul 19

65%
65%

255.34
255.92

15 Aug 19
19 Sep 19
17 Oct 19
21 Nov 19
12 Dec 19
23 Jan 20
20 Feb 20
19 Mar 20
16 Apr 20

65%
65%
70%
72.5%
77.5%
80%
82.5%
87.5%
90%

255.34
245.50
270
275
294
304
313
332
342

14 May 20

92.5%

351

18 Jun 20

95%

361

July 20

100%

380

Default

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board

Confirmed
Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation
Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page
of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also
available in the Pricing & Payments section.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 26 November 20 9
Crop Year

396.16

2020 Season

427.80
438.38
441.18

2021 Season
2022 Season

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/
USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends

Estimated Wilmar 20 9 Pool Prices
As at 3 October 20 9
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)
Wilmar Production Risk Pool

Wilmar US Quota Pool

QSL Indicative ICE

prices

Indicative Price

2019 Season

Wilmar Managed Pool

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment
by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change
during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price
and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any
pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments.

1

2

$388

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date
and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include
Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may
differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’
Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments
resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements. For more information, view the
latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

Estimated QSL 20 9 Pool Prices
As at
November 20 9
Net pool Percentage Priced
price ($/

$384
$701

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage. Allocation Account Amounts begin
the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual
premiums and costs are known.
1. Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide added
tonnage. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price as growers.
The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis.
2. For the 2019 Season Production Risk Pool we currently forecast that the quantity of sugar in
the pool exceeds the downside risk to the crop (i.e. at 31 July 2019, the pool is greater than
30% of total estimated PPA sugar related to the Production Risk Pool). Accordingly the Pool
Manager has commenced pricing that portion of the pool that exceeds this downside risk to the
crop.
The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web

Tonne IPS)

Sugar

Currency

QSL Harvest Pool

$383

45%

65%

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$377

68%

94%

QSL Early Start Actively
Managed Pool

$383

77%

97%

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$380

100%

100%

QSL US Quota Pool

$594

100%

53%

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$384

88%

99%

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the
QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense
of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.
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1.

Leading Queensland’s intensive, semi-intensive and
irrigated agriculture industries into a sustainable,
productive and profitable future will be the focus of QFF's
new leadership team. Meet CEO Dr Georgina Davis and
President Allan Dingle HERE.

2.

The Queensland agriculture sector came together to
celebrate the valuable contributions of outgoing QFF CEO
Travis Tobin and President Stuart Armitage last week.
QFF thanks them for their expertise and commitment and
wish them the very best as they move onto new
challenges. Check out the photo gallery HERE.

3.

QFF recently headed north to Ayr Townsville and Ingham
with DTN and the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries
to share climate and weather information about the
season ahead and how farmers can access forecasting
tools to make more informed decisions on farm. Check out
the 7NEWS story HERE.

4.

Grants of up to $10,000 are available to small business
owners to stay up to date with technologies and embrace
online opportunities. Apply for a Small Business Digital
Grant before 10 December 2019. For more information,
click HERE.

5.

What do you do with your empty IBCs? Agsafe’s
drumMUSTER program is conducting a survey of farmers
to gauge the use of IBCs and how empty containers are
handled. Your input will be of great value in providing a
future direction for IBC return programs and sustainable
farming practices. Have your say HERE.

6.

From July 2020, the Future Drought Fund will allocate
$100 million each year for projects that strengthen drought
resilience, preparedness and response. Have your say on
how the Fund could help farm businesses and
communities by making a submission HERE.

7.

Last chance for primary producers and small businesses
impacted by the North and Far North Queensland
Monsoon Trough earlier this year to apply for QRIDA
recovery grants. The grants, close on Friday 29 November
2019. For more information, click HERE.

8.

Despite significant opposition from the agriculture sector,
the Queensland Government’s Reef protection regulations
were passed by Parliament, with the new regulations
proposed to start on 1 December 2019. Producers are
invited to attend drop-in sessions in impacted Reef
catchments, more information HERE.

9.

The Queensland Land Use Mapping team are seeking
your input through the land use information survey so that
they can better understand the requirements of users and
applications for the data and information they provide.
Complete the survey HERE.

10. The latest Reef Alliance ‘Reliable 5’ is now available! Stay
up to date with the latest reef news and events including
the finalists of the 2019 Reef Champion Awards and
funding available for water quality improvement projects.
Read it now HERE.

Terry Granshaw
0437 553 149
tgranshaw@bps.net.au

Jasmine Connolly
0438 934 601
jconnolly@bps.net.au

Smartcane BMP selfassessment workshops

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP
accreditation.
Growers who have completed the selfassessment and would like to continue on to accreditation
should also contact Terry or Jasmine.
Please RSVP to:
Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149
Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601

IrrigWeb workshops

IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday
mornings (9 - 11 am).
Workshops will cover: setting up a farm and paddocks;
determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation
information.
You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet. Phones are
suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too
small for the initial setup. If you don’t have a laptop or tablet
please let us know so we can organise one.
Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079.
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600
CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill

Published Fortnightly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited

Wayne Smith

General Manager

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

0428 834 802
4790 3604

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Mindi Lennon

Industry Recovery & Resilience
Officer

4790 3603
0436 921 711

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Glenn Betteridge

glenn_betteridge@outlook.com

0407 169 273

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Pioneer

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Kalamia

Sue Wright

sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

