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Blaming farmers is wrong tactic for reef 
Sugarcane growers say the Reef Bill passed by State Parliament proves that politics is at the heart of environmental policy in 

Queensland, not what’s in the best interest of the state’s natural assets and its agricultural industries. 

“We are extremely disappointed that the Queensland Government is again wielding the big stick of legislation and regulation 

against sugarcane growers,” CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri said. “Despite hundreds of farmers attending regional 

hearings and thousands signing petitions not one single change is being made to the Bill – this is not genuine consultation. 

“State Parliament has given the government significant additional powers over our industry which is already working under water 

quality-related regulations and achieving results. 

“The Bill includes the power to demand farm data and information from agricultural advisers and suppliers and allow a bureaucrat 

to set and change farming standards in the future. 

“It is more about political points for the Palaszczuk Government and to satisfy green-leaning voters than it is about coastal 

agriculture and securing a sustainable future alongside the Great Barrier Reef. 

“CANEGROWERS and its members accept that any risk to water quality for the Reef must be managed but the best way to 

accelerate that action is through collaboration and support, not legislation, vilification and blame.” 

CANEGROWERS will continue to stand up for Queensland’s sugarcane growers as the regulations, including any concessions 

indicated by the Government, under this new legislation are finalised.  

Reef Ag Wars – The Govt Regulates 
Growers, banana farmers and graziers will be forced to meet minimum standards to slash sediment and nutrient run-off into the 

Great Barrier Reef after controversial laws passed the state parliament. 

The following comments from some of the MPs have been noted from media reports. 

Independent Noosa MP Sandy Bolton who voted with the government to pass the legislation made the following comments that 

have been reported by media “Questions are being asked why it is only the farming community being targeted.” 

“The scientific consensus report concluded it was a combination including coastal developments such as housing as well as dirt 

roads, gullies and erosion on state owned lands.” 

“There is also discontent in that we have been repeatedly told that the greatest challenge to the reef is extreme weather events 

and warming of waters.” 

“If we subscribe to the beliefs surrounding the contributors to climate change, we need to be consistent in our efforts to avoid 

being labelled as hypocrites.” 

David Crisafulli the LNP Shadow Minister for Environment accused the government of cutting short debate on the controversial 

legislation, preventing it from introducing planned amendments and silencing some MPs. 

“Labor’s five-year reef law concession is a complete con with details of the new farm regulations still under lock and key.” 

Burdekin MP Dale Last contributed strongly and passionately to the debate at the second reading stage of the bill. Dale ’s address 

to Parliament can be read by clicking here. 

https://www.facebook.com/DaleLastLNP/videos/497972047708485/?t=48
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Senate Initiates Reef 
Inquiry 
The motion for an inquiry was moved by Qld senators Susan 

McDonald and James McGrath on Tuesday and passed 33-30 

through crossbench support. 

The following matter has been referred to the Rural and 

Regional Affairs and Transport References Committee for 

inquiry and report by 1 October 2020. 

The Terms of reference for the inquiry are as follows. 

The identification of leading practices in ensuring evidence-

based regulation of farm practices that impact water quality 

outcomes in the Great Barrier Reef, with particular reference to: 

a) the existing evidence-base on the impact of farm water 

runoff on the health of the Great Barrier Reef and 

catchment areas; 

b) the connectivity of farm practices throughout the Great 

Barrier Reef catchment areas to water quality outcomes in 

the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park; 

c) relevant legislation and regulation, including in relation to 

impacts of water quality, farm management and soil runoff; 

d) proposed changes to regulations that would impact on farm 

productivity and the potential benefits and costs of such 

proposed regulation; 

e) the wider economic and social impact of proposed 

regulations to restrict farm practices; and 

f) any related matters. 

Submissions close on 8 November 2019. 

CANEGROWERS will be making a submission to the Senate 

Inquiry. 

Further details in the inquiry you can go to https://

www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/

Rural_and_Regional_Affairs_and_Transport/GreatBarrierReef . 

The Rural & Regional Affairs Senate Committee consists of the 

following senators.  

Chair  

Senator Susan McDonald - The Nationals, QLD  

Deputy Chair 

Senator Glenn Sterle  - Australian Labor Party, WA  

Members  

Senator Alex Antic -Liberal Party of Australia, SA  

Senator Gerard Rennick - Liberal Party of Australia, QLD  

Senator Janet Rice - Australian Greens, VIC  

Senator Murray Watt - Australian Labor Party, QLD  

Independent scientist Peter Ridd has said in news reports that 

he would be making a submission. “It is exactly what we were 

hoping the Federal Government would do he said.” 

“There’s certainly no doubt in my mind the Queensland 

government is rushing before they are actually sure of the 

evidence they have got for the regulations they are going to 

introduce. We will see what they recommend in terms of 

whether or not there will be a need for more thorough auditing 

of the evidence used to create the new reef regulations” 

Blaming farmers is 
wrong tactic for reef 
continued 
“With a quarter of Queensland’s sugarcane area accredited 

under the industry’s voluntary best management practice 

program in just four years, we are very proud of the efforts of 

growers to work towards both productivity and sustainability 

outcomes,” Mr Schembri said. 

“The State Government however continues to disenfranchise 

rural and agricultural communities through unfair laws driven 

by political motivations.  

“While this Bill feels like a kick in the guts, I urge 

CANEGROWERS members to remain proud of their industry. 

“Away from Queensland’s state political stage, 

CANEGROWERS work in the international market has shown 

that our practices align to the most stringent sustainability 

standards and our sugar is keenly sought by buyers.” 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Rural_and_Regional_Affairs_and_Transport/GreatBarrierReef
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Rural_and_Regional_Affairs_and_Transport/GreatBarrierReef
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Rural_and_Regional_Affairs_and_Transport/GreatBarrierReef
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Regulating ag not the solution for the Reef  
The Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) and industry members are frustrated and disappointed following the passing of 

legislation that will see a greater regulatory burden placed on Queensland’s farmers while not guaranteeing any benefits for the 

Great Barrier Reef. 

The Environmental Protection (Great Barrier Reef Protection Measures) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019 places yet 

another layer of responsibility onto farmers and will stifle much needed flexibility and sustainable growth in several establ ished 

agricultural industries and communities across the Reef catchments. 

QFF President Stuart Armitage said while no one is questioning the value of the Great Barrier Reef or that we must do what we 

can to extend its adaptation window in the face of climate change, which is its greatest threat, it was unfortunate that the 

government viewed regulation as a cheap and effective option for such a complex problem. 

“The Reef is one of the most spectacular and complex natural systems on earth. Couple that with complex farming systems and 

the changing climate, we need collaborative partnerships that deliver a sophisticated and properly resourced response if we want 

to improve the quality of water entering the Reef lagoon,” Mr Armitage said. 

“The 2017 Scientific Consensus Statement for the Great Barrier Reef, which underpins the Reef 2050 Water Quality Improvement 

Plan, emphasises finding collaborative solutions for farmers, industry and scientists.” 

“The government’s blunt regulatory strategy is eroding the spirit of cooperation the Consensus Statement focused on when 

defining the best path to accelerated adoption of best practice and the resulting impact on improved water quality. 

Understandably, many farmers will be disillusioned and deflated by the approach the government is taking.” 

“We acknowledge the government has addressed some of our concerns with the Bill and is proposing to incorporate amendments 

to the regulations that sit under it. However, with the head of power remaining in the Bill, the regulations can be amended by the 

Environment Minister at any time so does not provide adequate certainty for farmers.” 

“We also understand the LNP Opposition was prevented from putting forward sensible amendments to the Bill that addressed our 

concerns.” 

“Agriculture has been and remains committed to doing its bit for the Reef. Over the past few years there has been an exponential 

increase of farmer participation in Best Management Practice and other voluntary practice improvement programs, and for every 

dollar government invests, farmers on average are investing about $1.60.” 

“We remain firmly of the view that applying a blanket approach to regulating agricultural activities across all six Reef regions at the 

expense of true practice change will not realise the best environmental, social and economic outcomes for the Reef, farmers or 

Reef catchment communities.” 
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Wilmar hosts mid-crush tours for growers  
 Wilmar has kicked off its annual mill tours for Burdekin growers, 

with the first events held at Inkerman and Pioneer mills.  

Fourteen people attended the Inkerman Mill tour and barbecue 

last Wednesday evening (11 September), and 10 turned out to 

the Pioneer Mill tour this Wednesday (18 September).  

Burdekin Regional Operations Manager Paul Turnbull said the 

mid-season tours were an opportunity for growers to see the 

whole manufacturing process – from bins of cane coming into the 

tippler through to raw sugar travelling up the belt and into storage.  

Growers were also taken through the cane payment lab to see 

how CCS is determined.  

“Some of the growers hadn’t been through the factory before, or 

hadn’t been for many years, so it was great for them to see the 

process first-hand,” Mr Turnbull said.  

“We also provided an overview of the season to date and a 

preview of some of the capital and maintenance works planned 

for 2020.”  

Mr Turnbull told participants at the Inkerman Mill tour that Wilmar 

was continuing to invest in its mills despite the current downturn 

in world sugar prices.  

“Wilmar takes a long-term view of the industry and is committed 

to maintaining and improving its milling assets,” he said.  

“Wilmar is injecting $70 million into the Burdekin region again 

next year and we’re already well advanced in the planning of our 

works programs for the upcoming non-crush period.”  

Wilmar is holding two more grower tours in the Burdekin: Invicta 

Mill on Wednesday 25 September and Kalamia Mill on 

Wednesday 2 October. Both tours kick off at 5pm and are 

followed by drinks and nibbles.  

RSVP through Chris Winship on 0437 669 118 or Yolanda 

Hansen on 0437 669 118.  

All participants must wear long pants, long-sleeved shirts and 

closed-in shoes.  

Pictured at the Inkerman Mill tour are Rhonda Mann, Assistant Production 

Superintendent David Marino, Grower Marketing Consultant Yolanda Hansen, 

Sam Marano, Anthony Sturiale and Caroline Sturiale. 

Inkerman Mill Work Execution Superintendent Justin Cursio with Tracey 

McCubben, Doug McCubben, Karen Marano and Paul Marano. 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin staff Michelle Andrews and Tiffany Giardina 
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From Where I Sit 
By Senior Sergeant Steve Barton 
A number of offences have been committed in the Burdekin over the past couple of weeks at rural locations. 

Over the weekend of 13 to 16 September, approx. 1,000 litres of diesel were stolen from two tractors from a property on Hughes 

Road, Barratta.   

On the night of 9 September, two council yards on Bojack Road, Home Hill were also entered and tools of substantial value were 

stolen from vehicles. 

Generally speaking, it goes without saying that farms and other business sheds and yards contain a host of tools, fuel, quad bikes 

and similar equipment that make them attractive targets for criminals.  In many cases these items are easy to ‘move on’ by 

offenders and hard for owners to positively identify.   

One aspect that Police must be able to prove when recovering property is ownership of that property.  A serial number, engraving 

or uniquely distinctive mark is essential.   

Review what security you currently have in place.  Have you got ‘CCTV in Use’ signs in plain view.  Check out the internet for 

Farm cameras.  They are a discreet and  inexpensive method of security to place around assets that are left in paddocks or sheds 

where no one is residing near.  They are also portable and can provide good footage. 

If you do have alarms, security lights or a CCTV system, make sure it works properly.  For example, check that alarms do work, 

check your CCTV to see where the cameras are facing, how clear the footage is, is the unit still working.   

Finally, make sure you switch them on.  

Some models have the capacity to send an instant time alarm to your mobile phone that enables you to view the footage live (as 

well as recording) so you can determine if it is a false alarm or alerting the Police if it is not. 

However always remember the following:    

• Do NOT leave valuables in the vehicle; 

• Do NOT leave spare keys in or around the vehicle – the 

crooks know about this too; 

• Always lock your vehicles.  The vast majority of vehicles that 

are unlawfully entered in Ayr Division are on private property 

and unlocked.  Ayr Police PLO’s do regular ‘lock it or lose it’ 

checks of vehicles parked in public place and find high 90% 

compliance in that cars are locked and valuables are not in 

sight. 

Always be aware of unusual activity in your area. 

Don’t let yourself become a victim of crime – Lock it or Lose 

it 

If you have any information about crime or illicit drugs, 

phone crime stoppers on 1800 333 000.  The more detailed 

the information you give, the better it will be for all 

concerned. 

Remember to secure your property – “lock it or lose it”. 

You wouldn’t leave a dish containing thousands of dollars sitting 

on your bench or sitting out in the open, so why do this with your 

car keys 

Remember it’s your livelihood you are protecting. 
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Parents urged to talk to 
kids about cane train 
safety  

With the school holidays looming, Wilmar Sugar Australia 

wants parents and guardians to talk to their children about the 

dangers of playing near cane rail tracks.  

Wilmar – Australia’s largest manufacturer of raw sugar – is 

urging parents and guardians to sit down with kids and discuss 

the importance of using their ‘train brain’.  

Cane Supply General Manager Paul Giordani said children 

needed to keep well away from cane railway lines during the 

school holidays.  

“Kids and trains don’t mix. We need parents and guardians to 

help us spread the message to children to keep well away from 

the tracks, points, locos and cane bins,” Mr Giordani said.  

It follows an incident recently where a small motorbike was left 

lying near one of our railway lines.  

“One of our locos clipped the motorbike. Fortunately the child 

wasn’t near it at the time.”  

Mr Giordani said it was important for all road users to keep 

their ‘train brains’ switched on.  

“Our loco drivers have reported near-hits where motorists, 

pedestrians and cyclists have rushed through a crossing to 

beat the train.  

“These people are putting their lives and the lives of our loco 

drivers at risk. They need to obey the law and wait those few 

minutes for the train to pass,” Mr Giordani said.  

Wilmar owns and operates Queensland’s third largest rail 

network, with1600km of track across its Herbert, Burdekin, 

Proserpine and Plane Creek milling regions.  

Cane trains will continue to operate day and night in all of 

these regions until around mid-November.  

Wilmar Sugar Australia is urging everyone to be alert, obey all 

signs and signals at cane railway crossings, always give way to 

cane trains and stay clear of its locos and cane railway tracks.  

Irrigation Pricing 
Review 2020-24: 
schedule for 
workshops on draft 
report  
The Qld Competition Authority has finalised the schedule for 

regional workshops on their draft report. 

The workshop schedule for Burdekin Haughton and Giru 

Benefitted Area to be held on Monday 23rd September is as 

following: 

 

10:30am to 12:30pm  CWA Hall, 9 Carey Street, 

Giru  

2pm to 4pm  Clare Sports and Recreation 

Club, Evans Road, Clare  



 

 8 

Executive Comment 
✓ Meeting with Queensland Farmers' Federation (QFF) to discuss progress with discussions with Government around the Reef 

Bill. 

✓ The President and CEO met with the Minister for Environment, Science and the Great Barrier Reef – the Hon. Leeanne 

Enoch. The discussion focused on our opposition to the Reef Bill and our well known platform of concerns as first laid out in 

our submission to the Parliamentary enquiry. 

✓ Attended the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade Global Heads of Mission Reception in Canberra. All trade 

ambassadors from across the globe were in attendance and it was a good opportunity to again emphasise the need to press 

on with our World Trade Organisation dispute with India. 

✓ Meeting with WWF CEO. The WWF was publicly very critical of CANEGROWERS over our position on the Reef Bill and this 

was an opportunity to make our position clear in our primary role to stand up for the interests of growers in these discussions. 

✓ Meeting with Reef Trust Partnership regarding their 5-year plan to again make our position clear in our role for representing 

the interests of growers in Reef policy discussions and Reef programs. 

✓ QFF cyclone insurance meeting. QFF has been leading the development of a project to look at the potential of an insurance 

mutual fund to cover cyclone risk. It would require significant government support. The project is nearing completion and 

ready for any discussion that may occur with government. 

✓ India Stakeholder Engagement Strategy meeting to discuss cross industry and Global Sugar Alliance efforts ahead of the 

WTO panel investigation into Indian Sugar Subsidies. 

✓ Global Sugar Alliance teleconference to discuss strategy to engage with India and progress WTO actions. 

 

Smartcane BMP 
✓ CANEGROWERS, through a project called The Sustainable Sugar Project, is investigating how to use blockchain technology 

to show sugar buyers the provenance of sugarcane, and to test the possibility of premium payment for fully traceable sugar. 

✓ DES meeting last Wednesday following the online release of the draft standards for the proposed Reef Regulations (view 

here: www.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/107566/draft-sugarcane-era-standard.pdf) to discuss the standards and 

how they relate – separately to the Smartcane BMP standards.  

 

Water 
✓ Provided Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy (DNRME) Deputy Director-General with update on sugar 

market conditions and engaged in a strategic discussion regarding the challenges confronting sugarcane irrigators and 

irrigation communities more widely given the prospect of further increases in irrigation water prices. Subsequently, briefed 

senior officials in the DNRME Water Supply Branch on these issues. DNRME has shown interest in a taking a closer look at 

the strategic challenges facing the Pioneer and Lower Mary Schemes. 

✓ Met with SunWater to understand the electricity pass through and minimum access charge mechanisms they are proposing 

as part of the QCA water review. 

 

Trade 
✓ Convened the regular teleconference with Global Sugar Alliance members coordinating industry activity in support of the 

India case. 

✓ Minister Birmingham met Indian Commerce Minister Goyal, impressing the need for India to comply with it international 

obligations. 

✓ CANEGROWERS provided a pre-posting brief to Emma Hatcher, Australia’s incoming Minister-Counsellor Agriculture to our 

embassy in South Korea. 

✓ CANEGROWERS briefed DFAT officials and Trade Minister Birmingham’s sugar trade adviser on the market impact of the 

last Indian sugar export subsidies ahead of the Minister’s visit to Thailand and meeting with Indian Commerce Minister Goyal. 

✓ CANEGROWERS briefed a delegation of French farmers visiting Australia to learn about our agricultural sector, including 

sugar as part of Australia’s advocacy efforts to promote ambitious outcomes from the Australia-EU Free Trade Agreement 

negotiations. 

 

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  
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CANEGROWERS 

Burdekin members 

receive a 6% discount 
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the 

QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense 

of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.   

Crop Year  Indicative Price 

2019 Season 369.72 

2020 Season 407.24 

2021 Season 421.79 

2022 Season 423.45 

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/

USD exchange rates 

Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends 

Net pool 

price ($/

Tonne IPS)  

Percentage Priced  

Sugar Currency 

QSL Harvest Pool $371 28% 57% 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $366 33% 67% 

QSL Early Start Actively 

Managed Pool 

$374 33% 65% 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $377 100% 100% 

QSL US Quota Pool $633 81% 23% 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $381 54% 65% 

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price. 

For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation 

Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page 

of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also 

available in the Pricing & Payments section.  

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun -19 65% 267.34 

18 Jul 19 65% 268.79 

15 Aug 19 65% 268.72 

19 Sep 19 65% 257.28 

17 Oct 19 70% 277.07 

21 Nov 19 70% 277.07 

19 Dec 19 75% 296.87 

16 Jan 20 80% 316.66 

20 Feb 20 85% 336.45 

19 Mar 20 87.5% 346.34 

16 Apr 20 90% 356.24 

21 May 20 95% 376.03 

18 Jun 20 97.5% 385.92 

July 20 100% 395.82 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 20 September 2019 

2019 Season Advances Schedule 

As at 30 August 2019 

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices 

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date 

and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include 

Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may 

differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ 

Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments 

resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements.  For more information, view the 

latest QSL Market Snapshot here. 

Estimated QSL 2019 Pool Prices 

As at 30 August 2019 

2019 Season Advances 

Schedule 

As at 30 August 2019 

 

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board 

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment 

by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change 

during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price 

and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any 

pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

Confirmed 

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

Wilmar Production Risk Pool 2 $391 

Wilmar Managed Pool 1 $388 

Wilmar US Quota Pool  $705 

Estimated Wilmar 2019 Pool Prices 

As at 30 August 2019 

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at 

the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.  Allocation Account Amounts begin 

the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual 

premiums and costs are known. 

1. Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide added 

tonnage. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price as growers. 

The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis. 

2. For the 2019 Season Production Risk Pool we currently forecast that the quantity of sugar in 

the pool exceeds the downside risk to the crop (i.e. at 31 July 2019, the pool is greater than 

30% of total estimated PPA sugar related to the Production Risk Pool). Accordingly the Pool 

Manager has commenced pricing that portion of the pool that exceeds this downside risk to the 

crop. 

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web 

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun -19 65% 255.34 

18 Jul 19 65% 255.92 

15 Aug 19 65% 255.34 

19 Sep 19 65% 245.50 

17 Oct 19 70% 264.39 

21 Nov 19 72.5% 273.83 

12 Dec 19 75% 283.27 

23 Jan 20 80% 302.16 

20 Feb 20 82.5% 311.60 

19 Mar 20 87.5% 330.49 

16 Apr 20 90% 339.93 

14 May 20 92.5% 349.37 

18 Jun 20 95% 358.81 

July 20 100% 377.70 

 

https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzhJ5wQsCzAQsTjd7a9EVdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCVssUCZsSHaNfPP_5twx7P50lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISVpAwUUqen-LPbb0VBZPHTbFIzzhPPXXzP2t-EyCJtdmUVPBgY-F6lK1FJUSyOrKrKr01yR3-rEDNYGjbGX3ifEYLAUXoHBzVmaACPAnn44T4ZjttI-g7441
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1. QFF has welcomed the passing of the Criminal Code 
Amendment (Agricultural Protection) Bill 2019 by the 
Federal Parliament recently, which criminalises the 
publication of material, via a carriage service, with intent 
to incite trespass, property damage and theft on 
agricultural land. Read the media release HERE.  

2. This past week has been a turning point in realising 
greater legal protections for farmers, and more 
appropriate punishments and deterrents for the disruptive 
and extreme actions we have seen from animal activists 
over the past couple of years. Read QFF's QCL column 
HERE.  

3. Financial assistance and support services are now 
available to residents in parts of Noosa and the Sunshine 
Coast in addition to the Scenic Rim and Southern Downs 
who have been directly affected by bushfires over recent 
days. For more information, click HERE.  

4. Category B disaster assistance has been activated for 
bushfire affected primary producers, small businesses and 
not-for-profit organisations in Southern Downs Regional 
Council and Scenic Rim Council areas. For more 
information, click HERE.  

5. If you would like to give a helping hand to those impacted 
by the recent severe bushfires in South East Queensland, 
find out how to donate money, goods and services or your 
time on the Farmer Disaster Support website HERE.  

6. The latest Reef Alliance ‘Reliable 5’ is now available! Stay 
up-to-date with the latest reef news and events including 
the launch of the 2019 Reef Champion Awards and the 
release of the 2019 Reef Outlook Report and the Reef 
Water Quality Report Card for 2017 and 2018. Read it 
now HERE.  

7. Following a recommendation by the local drought 
committee, the North Burnett Regional Council area has 
been drought declared, bringing the total area of 
Queensland that is drought declared to 66.1 per cent. For 
information on drought assistance click HERE or call 13 
25 23  

8. The Queensland Competition Authority intends to conduct 
regional workshops following the release of their draft 
report on its investigation into rural irrigation prices for 
2020-24. Check out the tentative workshop schedule 
HERE and register HERE to ensure a workshop is held in 
your area.  

9. Did you know that more than 70 Queenslanders have 
been killed using quad bikes since 2001? Have your say 
about quad bike safety by completing WorkSafe 
Queensland's confidential 15 minute survey by Tuesday 
24 September. Get involved HERE.  

10. Bioenergy Australia is holding their annual conference 
Bioenergy STRONG 2019 at the State Library of 
Queensland 12-15 November. The conference will be held 
during Bio Innovation week and includes two days of 
conference and several keynote speakers. Details HERE.  

Smartcane BMP self-
assessment workshops 
BMP self-assessment workshop will be held fortnightly on 

Monday mornings (9 –11 am). 

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP 

accreditation.  Growers who have completed the self-

assessment and would like to continue on to accreditation 

should also contact Terry or Jasmine. 

Please RSVP to: 

Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149 

Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601 

The next Smartcane BMP workshop is being held Monday 

23rd September from 9am-11am 

Terry Granshaw 
0437 553 149 

tgranshaw@bps.net.au 

IrrigWeb workshops 
IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday 

mornings (9 - 11 am). 

Workshops will cover:  setting up a farm and paddocks; 

determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation 

information. 

You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet.  Phones are 

suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too 

small for the initial setup.  If you don’t have a laptop or tablet 

please let us know so we can organise one. 

Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079. 

 

Jasmine Connolly 
0438 934 601 

jconnolly@bps.net.au 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Ym33CGvmyDuO34RHjjs7A?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/nUM8CJypGJtA9wvfPL6cq?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/dXFVCK1qK0TM7WNfq7qsm?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/F_aQCL7rMLswB9rHWnx72?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/YmuQCMwvOMtkB31tLAx0P?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/GTbrCNLwQNcPk38t2Mlwg?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/3_feCOMxVOTZ1xjiGjeL-?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/klvmCP7yXPsNzXRU5jVxi?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/X3mPCQnzZQslvPpsmsDIc?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/VFTTCROA2Rs04W1iw1IS-?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/NGzKCVAGgYHkqy6twXams?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/OkGCCWLJkZcXrqKI3OUEO?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Rcf_CXLKm1cDEKRfJosrv?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/YPCLCYWLo2TpVlqTpEi26?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Gb1iCZYMq3c8KgLFB2HAK?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Gb1iCZYMq3c8KgLFB2HAK?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/UApZC1WZx2TBJGoF7qfHP?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/pcHmC2xZz3TZ53XigJfcd?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/FrXZC3Q8B4U9DKlSK-WLZ?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Q_CMC4QZE5U945OS06qVT?domain=qff.us6.list-manage.com


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

CANEGROWERS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Wayne Smith General Manager 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3606 

0408 638 518 

Mindi Lennon Industry Recovery & Resilience 

Officer 

4790 3603 

0436 921 711 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Glenn Betteridge Glenn_betteridge@outlook.com 0407 169 273 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Fortnightly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Invicta Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 

Pioneer Vicki Lewis vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Kalamia Sue Wright sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319  

Inkerman Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 


