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Cane growers hit airwaves in Reef Bill campaign
Queensland’s cane growers are taking to
television to tell the State Government its plan to
ramp up regulation on their farms is unnecessary,
dangerous and not going to guarantee any benefit
to the Great Barrier Reef.

“It’s important the Government and our
communities hear directly from growers that there
is no justification for more intrusive red tape,”
CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri said.
“The so-called Reef Bill currently before the
Queensland Parliament proposes an escalation of
bureaucratic interference in the sugarcane
industry. It is an affront to growers.
“We have been working under regulations designed to improve water quality for the Great Barrier Reef for a decade and the huge
investment by growers in changing farm practices has been acknowledged in government reports as having an impact.
“The industry has been innovative and cooperative and growers are taking responsibility for their impact on the environment.”
A television commercial is now being aired by CANEGROWERS across Queensland’s coastal regions accompanied by a longer
online video.
The video outlines some of the most disturbing aspects of the Bill for the sugarcane industry:

•

A data grab: The Queensland Government seeks the power to demand business information from any advisor or company
working with cane growers.

•

Shifting goalposts: The Queensland Government seeks the power to change the regulations applying to cane farms in the
future without sufficient consultation or accountability.

"This Bill will stifle expansion and innovation in our industry,” Mr Schembri said. “It will act as a disincentive to further investment
because it will leave us in a situation of uncertainty.
“The way forward is in continuing collaboration for the benefit of the environment, the economy and our communities.
“We need the government to allow us to forge ahead with the programs and projects already underway which are recognising and
valuing growers for what they have done and are continuing to do for improved water quality for the Reef.”
Watch the CANEGROWERS video here.

1

Special Disaster
Assistance Recovery
Grants closing date
extended

Great Barrier Reef
expert Dr Peter Ridd
joins farmers’ fight

The closing date for the Special Disaster Assistance Recovery
Grants for Primary Producers has been extended to 29
November 2019.
The Special Disaster Assistance Recovery Grants up to a
maximum of $75,000 are available to assist eligible primary
producers to assist with clean-up and reinstatement costs.
Eligible clean-up and reinstatement activities can include:

 Hiring or leasing equipment or materials to clean
premises, property or equipment;

 Removing and disposing of debris, damaged goods,
materials including injured or dead livestock;






Repairing or replacing fencing on the property;
Purchasing and transporting fodder or feed for livestock;
Replacing livestock;
Replacing lost or damaged plants, salvaging crops,
repairing or restoring fields;

 Repairing, reconditioning or replacing essential plant or
equipment;

 Maintaining the health of livestock;
 Paying additional wages to an employee to assist with
clean-up work.
Click here to download the application.
Industry Recovery & Resilience Officer Mindi Lennon is
available to assist with applications. Mindi is located in our Ayr
office and works Monday to Wednesday. To make an
appointment phone Mindi on 47903603.
Information required for the grant include:







Photos

World-renowned geophysicist Dr Peter Ridd is joining
Queensland armers, Graziers and Growers fighting for their
livelihoods in the face of increasing Palaszczuk Government
regulation around the Great Barrier Reef.
Dr Ridd will start a speaking tour in Bundaberg on 12 August
and continue up the coast ending in Cairns on 20 August,
providing expert evidence that further regulations to protect the
Reef are not needed.
The lecture is titled: “How reliable is the science demonstrating
damage to the Great Barrier Reef? The need for better quality
control.”
The speaking tour comes after the Palaszczuk Government
introduced the Environmental Protection (Great Barrier Reef
Protection Measures) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill
2019 into Parliament in ebruary this year. The proposed
stepping up of what has been branded unnecessary red tape
would hit farmers, graziers and growers across a wide range of
industries, including tourism and fishing, and in six Reef
catchment areas including, surprisingly the previously
excluded, Burnett Mary.
The free lecture, to be held at the Ayr Show Grounds on
Thursday the
th August at pm will lay out the evidence
around the continued health and ongoing growth of the Great
Barrier Reef.

Rates Notice
ABN
Bank Details
Quotes

If you bring these items to your appointment with Mindi it will
speed up the process.

We are challenging the State Government to ensure legislation
and remediation funds are being most appropriately directed to
maximise the benefit for the Great Barrier Reef.

CANEGROWERS
mem ers

free call

or free advice on legal
issues contact
Canegrowers’ legal advisor
Chris Cooper
2

Crush stats
100%

2
estimate
,24 ,
tonnes

90%

Burdekin Tonnes Cut Per Week
Inkerman

Kalamia

Pioneer

Invicta
450,000

80%

372,685

400,000

389,309

368,080

354,713

350,000

70%
Tonnes

60%

50%

280,795

268,808

300,000
250,000
200,000

144,866

150,000
100,000

40%

67,907

50,000
2,24 ,2

30%

Crush Week

2 %

20%
10%

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Inkerman 22,017

73,521

82,047

75,376

57,715

31,438

77,155

79,273

Kalamia

75,110

72,443

71,201

60,442

24,013

80,602

48,905

Pioneer

40,168

73,301

82,886

55,611

43,448

81,948

84,008

Invicta

80,009

144,89

138,61

107,02

45,967

149,60

142,52

268,80

372,68

368,08

280,79

144,86

389,30

354,71

Tonnes

1
45,890

67,907

0%
Week 8
Series1

Series2

Burdekin CCS Per Week
16.50
15.50

CCS

14.50
13.50
12.50

11.50
10.50
Week

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

2018 13.40

1

13.82

13.91

13.82

14.30

14.50

14.66

14.85

15.08

15.05

15.22

15.16

15.27

15.57

15.50

15.85

15.90

15.84

15.50

15.47

15.56

15.65

2019 12.82

13.21

13.51

13.94

13.94

13.39

14.02

14.43

3

Inoculating legumes for
etter cane harvests

The Department of Agriculture and isheries (DA ) is hosting
an upcoming workshop in the Burdekin. The event has been
designed to inform growers and industry about the benefits of
inoculating legumes and the most effective ways to do it to get
the best results for future cane crops.
“We are inviting growers and industry to come along and find
out for themselves why we should inoculate legumes, as it’s
not something that we automatically think about,” said DA
extension officer Brock Dembowski.
“Nikki Seymour, Principal soil microbiologist with DA , is going
to be on hand to talk about how nitrogen fixation works and the
potential gains for farming systems, as well as best practices
for inoculation and handling and storing inoculum.
“Attendees will also learn about the differences in nitrogen
contribution to the soil from a harvested crop, versus green
manure.”
Date:

Thursday 8 August

Time:

10.30 - 12 noon (session for growers)
12 noon - 2pm (session for industry)

Location:

Kovacich arm, 828 Pelican Road, Clare

To find out more please contact Brock Dembowski at 0467 819
592. To register your interest in attending please SMS your
contact details with the word ‘legume’ to this number.
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Nuffield Conference: the
epicentre of agricultural
innovation

An iconic Queensland venue will become a focal point of
agribusiness activity from the 17 to 19 of September, as more than
300 of our nation’s best and brightest in farming come together for
the 2019 Nuffield Australia National Conference.
Early bird registrations have opened for Nuffield Australia’s flagship
event, which will be held at the Royal International Convention
Centre, the home of Brisbane’s EKKA precinct. This year’s theme is
based on the three key pillars of ‘Collaborate, Innovate and
Cultivate’.
The conference opens with the Awards Dinner, followed by two
days of informative seminars, networking events, trade exhibitions,
and a tour of Scholar’s farms and agribusinesses across the Darling
Downs region on riday 20 and Saturday 21 September.
Nuffield Australia Interim CEO and 2013 Queensland Scholar Jodie
Redcliffe said she was excited to be hosting the prestigious
conference on home soil, a state she believes is rich in diversity,
innovation and resilience, especially when it comes to agriculture.
“Our conference provides a meeting point to connect and exchange
knowledge within Australian agriculture, and as a state so focussed
on farming’s growth and prosperity, we cannot wait to welcome
attendees for three days of exciting sessions and speakers,” Ms
Redcliffe said.
“Attendees will have the opportunity to hear from returning Nuffield
Scholars, who will present the findings of their cutting edge global
research for the first time.
“This year, speakers will cover highly topical research areas, such
as business risk management in variable climates, effective
branding to attract premiums, facilitating the uptake of new farm
technologies, soil health and regeneration principles, among many
others.
“Other inspiring keynote speakers include former President of the
Australian Rugby Union and National armers ederation, David
Crombie AM, and Chairman of the Grains Research & Development
Corporation, John Woods.

Are you covered
under the cane
urning notification?

The Cane Burning Notification gives cane growers the
authority to burn sugar cane in accordance with the ire
and Emergency Services Act 1990 without a Permit to
Light
ire, provided that all requirements of the
Notification are met.
A compliance check list is available here.
Growers must comply with all requirements of the
Notification if they wish to burn cane under the authority of
the Notification.
A grower must apply for a Permit to Light ire if they
cannot meet all requirements of the Notification or they
believe they are unable to meet all requirements.
Click here to apply for a Permit to Light ire.

“Our conference is led by scholars and enjoyed by the entire sector.
Whether you’re a primary producer, an agribusiness consultant or a
policy maker, access to fresh insights across a range of topics and
the connections you make along the way, means the Nuffield
Conference is an unmissable event.
Ms Redcliffe encourages potential attendees to secure the
competitive early bird rate, so as not to miss important highlights
like the announcement of the 2020 Nuffield Scholarship recipients
at the distinguished Awards Dinner.
“The announcement of new scholars provides a first insight into the
study topics that will sow the seeds of change for their respective
industries. The conference is an unrivalled opportunity to meet and
network with the Nuffield Scholar alumni from across the country,
and to make sure your finger is on the pulse in Australian farming,”
she said.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Executive Comment
✓
✓

✓

Attended and presented at the International Sugar Organisation (ISO) Conference, held in Cairns. The ISO is a government
to government forum of 86 member countries and represents over 90% of the world's sugar supply.
CANEGROWERS supported the organising and production of this event to showcase the Australian industry as the
Australian Government prepares to take on the role as chair of the group. An excellent field trip was conducted across the
Mulgrave and Tableland districts. At the forum a presentation from Chair (closing) and CEO (forging the future of the industry)
was provided. urther information below.
A number of other meetings were organised to coincide with the ISO Conference including the Global Sugar Alliance (focus
on trade) and Australian Sugar Alliance (ASA) Board meeting focusing on social licence issues. The ASA Board were hosted
by SRA Research Station in Meringa.

Environment and Sustaina ility
✓

✓

✓

CANEGROWERS participated in a Stakeholder Consultation for SRA’s R&D investment strategy for nutrient
management. Results from the consultation will identify the highest priority R&D needs. This will inform SRA’s new
approach of making targeted calls for R&D projects rather than one open call. A focus of the discussion was the need to
ensure RD&E addressed management of all nutrient and other productivity constraints, to balance the narrow research and
management focus on nitrogen required by reef-funded RD&E projects.
CANEGROWERS met with staff of the Office of the Great Barrier Reef (OGBR) to raise both ongoing and new concerns
about the proposed minimum standard for cane farming which will take effect should the Reef Bill be passed by the
Queensland Parliament. OGBR staff have taken heed of much of the comments from both growers and industry reps, which
will hopefully minimise the complexity and confusion around any new compliance process. CANEGROWERS maintains that
there is no evidence-based case for any changes to the existing regulations for cane farming, and that the proposed changes
will be a waste of both grower and taxpayer resources. However, a ‘no change’ scenario is not a political option for the
current Qld Government.
CANEGROWERS is seeking clarity about the farm practice framework used by the Paddock to Reef program to assess the
industry’s risk to water quality. However, there has been no response to date. We are concerned that the P2R framework
continues to rely on the concept of block yield potential, which assumes that optimal N rate is related mainly to crop
yield. This latter assumption is not supported by the weight of experimental evidence. It therefore appears that the P2R
framework has not provided a fair and reasonable assessment of growers’ practices in relation to water quality risk, and we
want this to be both acknowledged and rectified.

Trade
✓
✓
✓
✓

Meeting in Cairns, all Global Sugar Alliance members strongly supported Australia, Brazil and Guatemala’s escalation of
WTO action against India’s harmful sugar subsidies.
The message was reinforced by Green Pool Commodities at the ISO conference, ‘Trade action one of the few tools for
efficient producers and related governments to use to reduce trade distortions’.
The ASA Board strongly endorsed the continuing work combating Indian sugar subsidies as the industry’s highest priority
trade issue. This message will be reinforced with Trade Minister Birmingham and senior D AT officials.
Supported D AT and coordinated with Brazil and Guatemala ahead of the three countries lodging documents with the WTO
in Geneva calling for a Panel to rule on India’s sugar subsidies.

Electricity
✓

Provided further briefing to the AER for consideration ahead of its draft decision on Energy Queensland’s network tariff
proposal. CANEGROWERS has recommended the AER reject the EQ tariff proposal.

Cane Burning
✓

CANEGROWERS met with Queensland ire and Emergency Service to discuss a draft cane burning notice for the 2020
season. The objective is to make the notice more widely applicable with some form of self-assessment process to reduce
risk.

Smartcane BMP
✓

Last week the number of Smartcane BMP accredited growers surpassed 400 and the area of land under accreditation now
accounts for almost one in every four hectares of all cane growing land in Queensland.

6

Pricing information 2019
2

Season Advances
Schedule
As at 2 June 2

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun -19
18 Jul 19

65%
65%

267.34
268.79

15 Aug 19
19 Sep 19
17 Oct 19
21 Nov 19
19 Dec 19
16 Jan 20
20 eb 20
19 Mar 20
16 Apr 20

65%
65%
70%
70%
75%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%

21 May 20
18 Jun 20
July 20

Default

2

Season Advances Schedule
As at 2 July 2

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun -19
18 Jul 19

65%
65%

255.34
255.92

268.79
268.79
289.47
289.47
310.15
330.82
351.50
361.84
372.18

15 Aug 19
19 Sep 19
17 Oct 19
21 Nov 19
12 Dec 19
23 Jan 20
20 eb 20
19 Mar 20
16 Apr 20

65%
65%
70%
70%
75%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%

255.92
255.92
275.61
285.45
295.29
314.98
324.82
344.51
354.35

95%

392.85

14 May 20

95%

364.19

97.5%
100%

403.19
413.53

18 Jun 20
July 20

97.5%
100%

374.04
393.72

Confirmed

Default

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
or more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation
Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance inance Charge via the reporting page
of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also
available in the Pricing & Payments section.

QSL Indicative ICE

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 2 August 2
Crop Year

Indicative Price

Day Movement

2019 Season

404.53

0.50

2020 Season

439.32

1.16

2021 Season

452.81

1.58

2022 Season

454.85

2.19

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/
USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends

Estimated Wilmar 2
Pool Prices
As at 2 June 2
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)
Wilmar Production Risk Pool

2

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment
by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change
during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price
and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any
pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments.

$411

Wilmar Managed Pool 1

$391

Wilmar US Quota Pool

$683

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage. Allocation Account Amounts begin
the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual
premiums and costs are known.
1. Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide added
tonnage. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price as growers.
The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis.
2. or the 2019 Season Production Risk Pool we currently forecast that the quantity of sugar in
the pool exceeds the downside risk to the crop (i.e. at 28 June 2019, the pool is greater than
30% of total estimated PPA sugar related to the Production Risk Pool). Accordingly the Pool
Manager has commenced pricing that portion of the pool that exceeds this downside risk to the
crop.
The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web

prices

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date
and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include
Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may
differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’
Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments
resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements. or more information, view the
latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

Estimated QSL 2
Pool Prices
As at 2 July 2
Net pool Percentage Priced
price ($/
Tonne IPS)

Sugar

Currency

QSL Harvest Pool

$389

27%

29%

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$387

19%

28%

QSL Early Start Actively
Managed Pool

$395

36%

41%

QSL Guaranteed loor Pool

$379

100%

100%

QSL US Quota Pool

$625

23%

13%

QSL 2-season orward Pool

$392

48%

74%

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the
QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense
of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.
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1.

Q
industry member, CANEGROWERS has united
behind the government’s escalation of action against
illegal Indian sugar subsidies by joining with Brazil and
Guatemala to lodge a joint request with the World Trade
Organisation’s Dispute Settlement Body. Details HERE.

2.

This week is National arm Safety Week designed to
raise awareness of farm safety issues and highlight
practical steps farmers can take to improve work health
and safety on farms. See details on how you can get
involved and manage your farm safely HERE.

3.

Women & Leadership Australia have released another
round of scholarship funding for farming women.The
initiative is providing women with grants of between
$3,000 and $7,000 to enable participation in one of three
leadership programs. Expressions of Interest are being
sought until 13 September HERE.

Terry Granshaw
0437 553 149
tgranshaw@bps.net.au

Jasmine Connolly
0438 934 601
jconnolly@bps.net.au

Smartcane BMP selfassessment workshops

BMP self-assessment workshop will be held on Monday 15th
July (9 –11 am).

4.

As farmers are called on to increase production while
reducing their ecological footprint and input resources
such as water and chemicals, research outcomes and
technology that can deliver real solutions are becoming
increasingly important. Read Q ’s QCL column HERE.

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP
accreditation.
Growers who have completed the selfassessment and would like to continue on to accreditation
should also contact Terry or Jasmine.

5.

The latest Rural Jobs and Skills Alliance e-newsletter is
now available! Read about the latest news and events
including 14 new extension trainees working on the Great
Barrier Reef and agriculture workforce visas. Check it out
HERE.

Please RSVP to:
Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149
Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601

6.

Marine scientist Dr Peter Ridd is joining Queensland
farmers fighting increasing state government Reef
regulations. Dr Ridd will present at a public event in
Bundaberg on 12 August, providing expert evidence that
further Reef regulations are not needed. Tickets are free,
book yours HERE.

7.

The current trespass law does not meet the expectations
of farmers and the community in punishing and preventing
animal activist invasions and does not reflect the
economic and social risks to farming businesses and their
families. Read Q 's QCL column HERE.

8.

Join Nuffield Australia for their National Conference in
Brisbane from 17-21 September. The event will showcase
the 2018 Scholars’ ability to learn from farmers around the
globe and sow the seeds of change that see individuals,
businesses and wider industry flourish. Details HERE.

9.

Rates, fees and services now account for about three
quarters of total local government revenue, with farm
businesses facing significant rates increases to make up
the shortfall in rural and regional areas. Read Q ’s QCL
column HERE.

10. New laws have been introduced in the state and federal
governments to protect farmer’s privacy and prevent
animal activists trespassing on their land. armers and
agricultural businesses are encouraged to have their say
on the Queensland Bill by 12pm today HERE and ederal
Bill by 6 September HERE.

IrrigWe workshops

IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday
mornings (9 - 11 am).
Workshops will cover: setting up a farm and paddocks;
determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation
information.
You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet. Phones are
suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too
small for the initial setup. If you don’t have a laptop or tablet
please let us know so we can organise one.
Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079.
The next IrrigWe workshop will e held on Thursday
August starting at am and running through to around
am at the BPS office.
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
ri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600
CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill

Published ortnightly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited

Wayne Smith

General Manager

Michelle Andrews

Manager: inance & Admin

4790 3602

ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
acsimile:
Email:

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

0428 834 802
4790 3604

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Mindi Lennon

Industry Recovery & Resilience
Officer

4790 3603
0436 921 711

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Glenn Betteridge

Glenn_betteridge@outlook.com

0407 169 273

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Pioneer

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Kalamia

Sue Wright

sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

