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New Notification for safe and legal cane fires

A new Notification for Burning of Sugar Cane was published in the Queensland Government Gazette No 29 on 31 May 2019.
An extract of this gazette and an Information Sheet about the new Notification can be found at a new Cane Burning Notification
web page here.
The Cane Burning Notification gives cane growers the authority to burn sugar cane in accordance with the Fire and Emergency
Services Act 1990, provided minimum conditions are met.
Where cane can be burned under the Notification
The new Notification more clearly spells out that eligible land applies to parcels of land (effectively a cane farm) that produce
sugar cane under a supply contract and that parcel of land is either:

•
•
•

fully surrounded by other parcels of cane land

•

adjacent to parcels of land used for rural purposes other than the production of sugar provided there is written advice that
there is no objection from that land owner or occupier.

adjacent to a road reserve that may contain a local road but not a main road or highway with cane land on the other side
adjacent to a single parcel of land (no greater than 2,000 square metres) with the same ownership and with up to two
dwellings

Where cane cannot be burned under the Notification
It is also clear that cane cannot be burnt under this new Notification and a permit will be required if the parcel of cane land:

•

adjoins a road reserve that includes a highway or main road. These can be found at https://www.ruralfire.qld.gov.au/Pages/
fw_finder.aspx or https://qldglobe.information.qld.gov.au/

•

adjoins a parcel of land that is used for urban purposes or other intensive activities

Minimum conditions
There are also minimum conditions for weather, smoke hazard (signs), equipment
and persons. It is important for growers to be clear as to whether they can meet all
the conditions of the Cane Burning Notification. If all the conditions cannot be
met, then a permit will be required from the local Fire Warden.
Permits
It is also recommended that if there is any doubt or uncertainty around whether the
cane can be burnt legally under the Notification, or you want to remove all doubt,
then a permit should be obtained from the local Fire Warden and the conditions of
this permit followed. To find the local fire warden use the Fire Warden Finder
There is the opportunity to provide further feedback about early implementation of the
new Notification by 30 June 2019, so that experience can be used to inform future
improvements to the Notification process or guidelines. This can be done by following
this link: https://www.ruralfire.qld.gov.au/Pages/contact_us.aspx
If you require assistance to determine if your cane is covered under the notification
the staff at our office are available to assist. See pages 8 & 9 of the canenews for
an information sheet on the new notification.
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NQ Ag Market Study
Presentation

Affordable energy and
water key to ag sector
competitiveness and
growth

The Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) is urging the state
government to genuinely address electricity and water
affordability, and the productivity nexus between them ahead of
next week’s budget.
QFF President Stuart Armitage said the Queensland
Government was not providing essential and enabling services
such as electricity and water at a ‘fair cost’ for agriculture.
Dr Allan Dale JCU, Jed Matz CRCNA CEO, Robert Poole KPMG
Agribusiness, Michael McMillan Townsville Enterprise and Mayor
Lyn McLaughlin presented at the NQAMSCS

Burdekin Shire Council and Townsville Enterprise Ltd hosted a
presentation of the recently released NQ Agricultural Market
and Supply Chain Study at the Burdekin Theatre on Thursday.
The NQAMSCS is a demand-led study, which sought to
establish evidence-based recommendations that would assist
in harnessing export opportunities and support the long-term
agricultural development objectives of the Townsville North
Queensland region.
It has produced a holistic “development road map’ that seeks to
define key products, target markets and critical enablers
supportive of the region’s response to growing export demand.
Identified strategies from the study will be key drivers and a
catalyst for the future development and sustainability of
agriculture in the region.
A summary of the report can be read by clicking here

“Australia has gone from having a competitive advantage in
energy costs to being one of the most expensive countries in
the world, resulting in many irrigated and intensified farm
businesses losing their ability to compete globally, risking
significant job losses and lower levels of production,” Mr
Armitage said.
“The price of electricity has increased about 10 times the rate
of inflation over the last 10 years for Queensland farmers and
is now a major, and in some cases an unsustainable, cost for
many farm businesses.”
“Similarly, the price of water and the associated pumping costs
are becoming cost prohibitive, with over 1,000,000ML of
unutilised water sitting in existing public storages, very low take
-up of additional water releases and farmers reverting to lower
productivity dryland agriculture.”
Irrigated agriculture is the product quality and quantity engine
room for the sector and QFF is calling on the Queensland
Government to invest in actions to reduce the high cost of
electricity and water for farmers.
“Over time, there has been excessive investment in the state’s
transmission and distribution networks which has led to
unnecessarily higher electricity prices.”
“Independent analysis from the likes of the ACCC and the
Gratton Institute have confirmed what QFF and our members
have been saying for years about ‘gold plating’ and erroneous
congestion charges. It is time for the Queensland Government
to start the process of writing-down the regulated asset bases
of the transmission and distribution networks and efficiently
pricing electricity,” Mr Armitage said.
“Other measures including lifting the ‘small energy’ business
user category from 100MW to 160MW must also be factored
into the budget.”
“With network tariff structures and prices for the next five-year
regulatory period to be determined in the second half of this
year, the government must be prepared to make the right
policy decisions to ensure agriculture has access to reliable
and affordable energy and water so Queensland farmers can
continue producing world class food, fibre and foliage.”
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NOW AVAILABLE (once again)
for AERIAL SPRAYING in the
BURDEKIN SHIRE
SUGAR CANE * MANGOES * BEANS * FRUIT & VEG *
FALLOW * PASTURES * MORE

22 years experience flying & spraying in the Burdekin
Professional, prompt service

Don & Brooke Tudehope – 4782 9015 or 0419 825 665
www.dwyeraviation.com.au
www.facebook.com/dwyeraviation
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QFF calls for removal of QCA offers no light at
stamp duty to even the the end for farmers
The Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) is encouraging
playing field
farmers to review their electricity tariffs following the release of
Ahead of the 2019-20 State Budget next week, the Queensland
Farmers’ Federation (QFF) has renewed calls for the
government to remove stamp duty on agricultural insurance
and even the playing field for Queensland farmers.
While the Queensland Government continues to collect 9 per
cent on agricultural insurance premiums and the GST,
Queensland farmers are operating at a competitive
disadvantage to their counterparts in other states and
countries.
QFF President Stuart Armitage said other Australian states had
recognised the need to remove the tax and called on the
Queensland Government to deliver the same sensible reform.
“The Victorian, New South Wales and the South Australian
governments have all abolished this inefficient tax, leaving
Queensland farmers well behind,” Mr Armitage said.
“Agriculture operates in a global environment, so we are also in
direct competition with farmers from other countries, such as
the US, Canada and Europe, that service the same high-quality
markets that we do. These farmers receive very generous
agricultural insurance subsidies and benefits from other
business support policies.”
“According to a draft report by KPMG into the feasibility of
abolishing stamp duty on agricultural insurance products and
QFF’s own figures, the loss in tax revenue is minimal, but the
potential returns of developing the nascent insurance market in
Queensland could be substantial.”
“Queensland farmers need more targeted and affordable
insurance options. Abolishing this tax is another hurdle that
needs to be removed to realise this, which is why QFF and our
members have been advocating for its removal for years.”
“A more mature insurance market benefits industry and
government as it would help mitigate the financial impact of
extreme weather events on farm businesses and remove some
of the burden that falls to government.”

the Queensland Competition Authority’s (QCA) final
determination on 2019-20 regulated retail electricity prices for
regional Queensland today.
In its determination, the QCA has made the final decision to
close transitional and obsolete tariffs to new customers from 1
July 2019, thereby removing the opportunity for farmers and
businesses to access these tariffs after this time.
Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) President Stuart
Armitage said that while the determination included some good
news for regional households who would see typical bills fall by
4.4 per cent, and small businesses on tariff 20 who will see a
5.8 per cent decrease, there was no price relief for farming
businesses on transitional and obsolete tariffs.
“While the reductions for regional households and some small
businesses are welcome, they are too little too late for some
farmers and businesses,” Mr Armitage said.
“And it is very disappointing that the QCA has maintained price
levels for transitional and obsolete tariffs for the second year in
a row, with many regional customers facing further bill
increases in excess of 50 per cent when they are forced on to
standard tariffs mid-2020.”
“The removal of transitional and obsolete tariffs from July 2020
coincides with the network revenue proposal for the Ergon and
Energex networks, which is now well behind schedule in
Queensland, creating significant risk and uncertainty for the
agricultural sector.”
“The current lack of clarity on what tariffs would be suitable for
irrigation and other agricultural-specific operations, and the
significant bill increases some farmers will face moving from
transitional tariffs to standard business demand-based tariffs is
unacceptable.”
“For the future productivity of the sector, the Australian Energy
Regulator must ensure appropriate tariff structures and enforce
meaningful pricing reform for Queensland’s electricity networks
which are materially inefficient.”
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Water Act amendments

Changes to the Water Act 2000 came into effect on Friday 24
May 2019 via the Natural Resources and Other Legislation
Amendment (NROLA) Act 2019. The NROLA Act amends
water legislation to:

•

Burdekin Show cane
entries

strengthen
including:

compliance

and

enforcement

provisions



a new separate offence provision (section 808A) for
take of water that is in excess of the volume or rate of
take authorised under the water entitlement



a greater penalty for failing to comply with a
compliance notice (a multiplier of 1.5 times the penalty
for the original offence)



clarity of responsibility for water use through the use of
common meters and jointly-held water entitlements

•

ensure consistency with local government infrastructure
charging notices

•

facilitate balanced gender representation on category 2
water authority boards and modernise the selection and
appointment process for directors

•

clarify the application of a number of provisions applying to
category 1 and category 2 water authority boards; and

•

clarify a number of water licence provisions including
section 112 regarding the availability of water licence
application information on the department’s website or
Queensland Government business and industry portal.

You can view the NROLA Act 2019 and explanatory notes
here.

Burdekin cane growers are encouraged to enter their cane into
the upcoming Burdekin show on June 26.
Categories include longest stick, heaviest stick, CCS and three
best sticks with prize money of $150 up for grabs in the
champion awards.
Entries close on June 21 at 4pm. For more information visit the
show website.

The CANEGROWERS Burdekin Office &
Solaris Insurance Brokers will be closed
Wednesday 26 June for the Show Holiday
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Executive Comment
✓

Attendance at World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) Conference 2019 in Ribeirao Preto, Brazil.
There are 36 grower organisation members of the WABCG and this year we welcomed for the first time a delegation from
India. CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri was elected Senior Vice President and an Brazilian farmer was elected
President.
The Conference covered a range of topics focusing on:

•

Comprehensive updates on the crop, sugar/ethanol production issues, prospects and future opportunities in Brazil. NB:
Brazil put about 65% of its 600 million tonnes of cane towards ethanol production.

•

Each country, including Australia, provided a report on local conditions and issues. Our Australian report touched on:






•

Seasonal conditions and crop prospects
Impact of low world prices and our efforts to bring the Indian case before the WTO
Production limitations from high input costs (electricity and water)
Political climate in Australia

Other countries touched on very similar issues with dominance of concerns of prices and regulations of the access to
necessary farm pesticides.

•

Other presentations and discussions during two days of farm and technical visits included:








✓
✓
✓
✓

Environmental regulations and grower actions

Indian investigations into sugar beet production
The use of inter row cropping and crop rotations to improve soil health
Integrated biogas and the use of trash for energy generation at the farm level
The future of milling and the need for diversity in mill operations
Cane variety selection and the search for “energy” canes
Sustainability frameworks in South America and market recognition
Plant breeding and propagation technologies – seedlings and direct seeding

Participated in a CANEGROWERS/DFAT teleconference to discuss Trade and Sustainable Development Charter.
Attendance at Sunsuper’s first Rural & Regional Advisory Committee Meeting.
Ongoing work regarding securing funding for biosecurity issues and in particular for Red Witchweed eradication.
Attendance at the Australian Rural Leadership Foundation graduation event for the Agribusiness Leadership
Program. CANEGROWERS sponsored three grower attendees and travelled to Orange NSW to present them with their
graduation certificates.

LNP Agricultural Council
✓

CANEGROWERS participated in the state opposition’s agricultural council meeting. Several issues including the future of
agricultural education, electricity tariffs, water pricing, feral pests and biosecurity, and vegetation management and reef
regulations were discussed.

Electricity
✓

CANEGROWERS prepared a submission to the AER in response to the Energy Queensland regulatory proposal and
proposed tariff structure statement for its next regulatory period.

•
•

Energy Queensland’s proposal will form the basis of retail electricity prices in regional Queensland for 2020-25.
CANEGROWERS recommended the AER reject the Energy Queensland’s proposal.

Trade
✓
✓

✓

CANEGROWERS briefed DFAT officials ahead of their preparation of submission to the WTO formally requesting the
establishment of a panel to review and rule on India’s sugar subsidies. The briefing process is ongoing.
CANEGROWERS participated in the Department of Agriculture’s Non-Tariff Measures working group meeting. For sugar,
Japan’s application and interpretation of international standards for pol measurement is an important issue to be resolved in
the implementation of the JA-EPA and CP-TPP agreements.
CANEGROWERS participated in DFAT’s Trade Agreement Negotiations and Implementation meeting of peak
organisations. This meeting provided updates on Australia’s extensive portfolio of trade agreements that have been
completed, those in negotiation, those for which negotiations are yet to commence, those in which there are implementation
issues and on trade disputes, including sugar with India. This meeting provided opportunity to ensure sugar issues are given
prominence in Australia’s trade agenda.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Environment and Sustainability
✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓
✓

✓

CANEGROWERS met with Dept of Environment and Science staff to assess progress in their revision of the proposed new
minimum standard for cane farming, as well as the state of any guidance material being produced to clarify what is required. A
revised Standard is still being finalised. However, the guidance material is close to being ready for review. CANEGROWERS
again expressed concerns with elements of the proposed minimum standard, in particular the logistic problems in having all
growers meeting the new standard within the planned 2-year transition period.
CANEGROWERS joined a teleconference of NFF members to discuss recent Australian media coverage of claims that use of
glyphosate causes cancer. It was important to get the message out that farmers trust the scientific and regulatory process
underpinning the safe and responsible use of farm chemicals.
Smartcane BMP facilitators presented at recent meetings of reef compliance staff of the Dept of Environment and Science,
held in Cairns, Townsville and Mackay, to explain the role and function of Smartcane BMP. This was an important opportunity
to ensure compliance staff understand the Smartcane BMP process and the way Smartcane BMP facilitators work with
growers to improve their nutrient management.
The NFF Sustainable Development Committee met in Brisbane last week and discussed recent developments in Native Title,
an evaluation of farmer interactions with the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act (being done in
preparation for a review of this Act during 2019), funding for NFF to pilot a biodiversity stewardship program for farmers, and
the role of this stewardship program in realising NFF’s policy objectives for some form of reward to farmers who manage and
improve the natural capital of their farms.
A scheme for Reef Credits is being developed by Terrain NRM, NQ Dry Tropics, and a company called GreenCollar. Its first
methodology has been released for comment - Accounting for Reductions in Nutrient Run-off through Managed Fertilizer
Application.
CANEGROWERS will coordinate a response to this methodology. Reef Credits plan to work like a Carbon Credits scheme,
with farmers implementing practices that meet a specific and approved methodology, and being paid for doing so.
Growers seeking training in chemical use should ensure the provider covers off on the three competencies required for
Smartcane BMP accreditation: AHCPMG301 Control weeds; AHCCHM303 Prepare and apply chemicals; AHCCHM304
Transport and store chemicals. Note that several changes in the code names given to these units have occurred but that
previously used unit codes are deemed to be equivalent. It is also important to remember that the achieved competencies do
not expire. So, growers who have achieved the 3 competencies in the past do not need to re-do the course, as long as they
have been practicing chemical weed control on a regular basis and are keeping up with changes in products and spray
technologies.
CANEGROWERS participated in the 6-monthly meeting of Plant Health Australia, which included industry and government
parties to the Emergency Pest Plant Response Deed (EPPRD). The meetings covered: traceability, training, research
partnerships, debriefs from recent pest incursions, and issues related to the EPPRD (review of partner normal commitments,
options for improving categorisation of pests with respect to industry versus public benefits, owner reimbursement costs).

Parametric Insurance
✓

The parametric insurance project, run through QFF, has developed an example discretionary mutual fund for
CANEGROWERS based on the cyclone parametric insurance model. This is work in progress and further options and detail
will be discussed.

Electrical Safety Board
✓

CANEGROWERS attended the Electrical Safety Board workshop to update on the five-year Electrical Safety Plan for
Queensland 2018-22. Striking overhead powerlines was one of the issues in the plan with particular relevance to the
sugarcane industry.

Cane Analysis Auditors Workshop
✓

CANEGROWERS held a workshop for cane analysis auditors. A wide range of auditing issues were covered with a
presentation on the National Measurement Institute’s role and SRA work using NIR. Eleven people attended.

Transport
✓

CANEGROWERS met with Transport and Main Roads to discuss the coming season and to progress some issues with the
Queensland conditions in the Agricultural Vehicle National Notice.
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Queensland Fire and Emergency Services

INFORMATION SHEET

Cane Burning Notification
The Cane Burning Notification gives cane growers
the authority to burn sugar cane in accordance
with the Fire and Emergency Services Act 1990,
provided minimum conditions are met.

•

Case 2. The parcel of cane land is adjacent to a
road reserve that may contain a local road but not a
main road or highway (Clause 12 a ii).

PARCEL OF
CANE LAND
LOCAL ROAD

What the Cane Burning Notification is used for
The Cane Burning Notification is one of two
mechanisms available to cane growers to ensure that
burning of sugar cane is authorised in accordance with
the Fire and Emergency Services Act 1990.
The Notification issued in the Queensland Government
Gazette on 31 May 2019, sets out minimum conditions
for the burning of sugar cane and replaces previous
versions released in 2004 and 2010.

•

Click here to obtain the Cane Burning Notification.

LOCAL ROAD

Any cane grower can still apply to burn cane
under the authority of a Permit to Light Fire.

Case 3. The parcel of cane land is adjacent to a
single parcel of land (no greater than 2,000 square
metres) with up to two dwellings (Clause 12 a iii).
LOC AL ROA
D

When should cane growers apply for a Permit

SMALL PARCEL
OF LAND
WITH UP TO 2
DWELLINGS

Any cane grower can apply for a Permit to Light Fire,
regardless of whether their land is eligible for burning
under the Notification.
Cane growers must apply for a Permit to Light Fire if
they cannot meet conditions of the Notification or if they
believe that they are unable to meet these conditions.

PARCEL OF
CANE LAND

Click here to apply for a Permit to Light Fire.

Land eligible under the Notification
•

The Notification applies to parcels of land that are
used to produce sugar cane under a supply contract
with a sugar mill.
Four cases define if an area of cane is eligible for
burning under the Notification. These are:
• Case 1. The parcel of cane land (i.e. Lot) is fully
surrounded by other parcels of cane land (see
Clause 12 a i)
PARCEL OF CANE LAND

PARCEL OF
CANE LAND

PARCEL OF
CANE LAND

Case 4. The parcel of cane land is adjacent to
parcels of land used for rural purposes other
than the production of sugar (Clause 12 a iv),
provided that:
»» the area of cane to be burned is separated from
any flammable material, buildings or other
property on the adjoining parcel of land by an
area no less than 10 metres wide that is clear of
flammable material, and
»» the owner or occupier of the adjoining parcel of
land has provided written advice that they do
not object to the proposed lighting of fire.

PARCEL OF
CANE LAND

PARCEL OF
CANE LAND
PARCEL OF OTHER
RURAL LAND

PARCEL OF CANE LAND
© State of Queensland (Queensland Fire and
Emergency Services, Rural Fire Service) 2019

VER 06/2019

Land NOT eligible under the Notification

•

If the parcel of cane land adjoins a small single
parcel of land (less than or equal to 2,000 square
metres) owned or occupied by the grower with no
less than two residential dwellings, the residential
dwellings must be separated from the area of cane
to be burned by an area clear of flammable material
no less than 10 metres wide (Clause 12 a iii).

•

If the parcel of cane land adjoins parcels of
land used for other rural purposes, the area of
cane to be burned must be separated from any
flammable material, buildings or other property
on the adjoining parcel of land by an area clear of
flammable material that is no less than 10 metres
wide (Clause 12 a iv).

There are two cases where land is not eligible for
authorised burning under the Notification. These are:
•

Case 5. The parcel of cane land adjoins a road
reserve that includes a highway or main road
(See Clause 12 b i).

M

AI

N

RO
AD

PARCEL OF
CANE LAND

•

Case 6. The parcel of cane land adjoins a parcel
of land that is used for urban purposes or other
intensive activities (Clause 12 b ii).
PARCELS OF
URBAN LAND

Minimum conditions: Weather
No burning is to be conducted under the Notification:
•

If a Local Fire Ban has been declared (Clause 6).

•

Between 10 o’clock in the morning and 2 o’clock in
the afternoon (Clause 13 a).

•

If the forecast wind speed from the Bureau of
Meteorology exceeds 24 kph (Clause 13 b).

•

If the wind direction is likely to cause smoke from
the fire to become a hazard on a local road, main
road or highway (Clause 13 c).

Minimum conditions: Smoke hazard signs
•
PARCEL OF
CANE LAND

Compliance with other law
•

•

•

The notification does not exempt the owner or
occupier from complying with other legislation,
laws, regulations or policies (Clause 7).
The lighting of fire must conform with any Local
Law administered by a Local Government and
provisions of the Environmental Protection Act
1994 (Clause 9).
Where the area to be burned is within 25 metres
of a high voltage transmission line, the owner
or occupier must comply with requirements of
Powerlink Queensland (Clause 17).

Minimum conditions: Separation
•

•

The area of cane to be burned must be separated
from any flammable material on adjoining
parcels by a vehicular access track that is clear of
flammable material (Clause 10).

Where the area to be
burnt adjoins or is within
100 metres of a local
road, highway, or main
road, a smoke hazard
sign must be erected
(Clause 14).

Minimum conditions: Equipment and persons
The following minimum precautions must be in place
while the fire is active:
•

at least three persons must be on site who are
mentally and physically capable of undertaking
fire-fighting (Clause 15 a).

•

all persons and vehicles on site must have
communications equipment (Clause 15 b).

•

at least one vehicle must be on site fitted with
a water tank, able to access and extinguish fire
(Clause 15 c).

•

at least one vehicle or equipment capable of
creating a bare earth firebreak must be available
(Clause 15 d).

Once the fire is no longer active, the perimeter of the
burnt area must be patrolled (Clause 16).

Further information

Contact your local Fire Warden or Rural Fire Service
Any residual tops or trash to be burned must be
Area Office. For contact details visit the Rural Fire
at least 10m from any headland and from all other
Service website.
flammable material (Clause 11).
www.ruralfire.qld.gov.au
© State of Queensland (Queensland Fire and
Emergency Services, Rural Fire Service) 2019

CANEGROWERS
Burdekin members
receive a 6% discount
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Pricing information
2018 Season Advances
Schedule
As at 30 April 2019

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun -17
19 Jul 18

65%
65%

246.26
246.26

16 Aug 18
20 Sep 18
18 Oct 18
15 Nov 18
20 Dec 18
17 Jan 19
21 Feb 19
21 Mar 19
18 Apr 19

65%
65%
70%
70%
75%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%

225.42
225.42
248.09
277.56
297.38
300.63
329.91
344.93
348.90

16 May 19

95%

364.92

20 Jun 19
July 19

97.5%
100%

374.52
384.12

Default

2018 Season Advances Schedule
As at 17 May 2019

Applicable from

Default Pools %
Rate

Default Pricing
Indicative price

60%
65%
70%
72.5%
75%
80%
82.5%
87.5%
92.5%
95%
97.5%
100%

217.95
224.97
240.34
275.23
274.82
294.43
303.88
326.19
344.83
354.66
364.00
373.33

Initial
23 Aug 18
18 Oct 18
22 Nov 18
13 Dec 18
24 Jan 19
21 Feb 19
21 Mar 19
18 Apr 19
16 May 19
20 Jun 19
July 19

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board
The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment
by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change
during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price
and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any
pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments.

Confirmed
Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation
Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page
of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also
available in the Pricing & Payments section.

Estimated Wilmar 2018 Pool Prices
As at 30 April 2019

Estimated QSL 2018 Pool Prices
As at 31 May 2019
Net pool Percentage Priced
price ($/

Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)
Wilmar Production Risk Pool

$382

Wilmar Managed Pool

$355

Wilmar US Quota Pool

$664

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.
Allocation Account Amounts begin the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on
a monthly basis as actual premiums and costs are known.
Key points to note regarding the way Wilmar is reporting sugar sales into the USA:• The US Quota Pool will only include sales made against the specific Certificates of Quota
Eligibility (CQEs) allocated to Wilmar by the US Government and those which Wilmar is
entitled to market by virtue of its share of MEI/GEI marketing tonnage.
• The tonnage and net returns resulting from the US Quota CQEs purchased from other
Queensland marketers and sold onto the USA are not allocated to the US Quota Pool and will
be ascribed to the Production Risk Pool.

Tonne IPS)

Sugar

Currency

QSL Harvest Pool

$368

100%

100%

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$368

100%

100%

QSL Early Start Actively
Managed Pool

$370

100%

100%

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$343

100%

100%

QSL US Quota Pool

$641

100%

100%

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$396

100%

100%

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the
QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense
of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web

CANEGROWERS
members

free call

1800 177 1 9

For free advice on legal
issues contact
Canegrowers’ legal advisor
Chris Cooper
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Pricing information 2019
2019 Season Advances
Schedule
As at 31 May 2019

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun -19
18 Jul 19

65%
65%

267.34
267.34

15 Aug 19
19 Sep 19
17 Oct 19
21 Nov 19
19 Dec 19
16 Jan 20
20 Feb 20
19 Mar 20
16 Apr 20

65%
65%
70%
70%
75%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%

21 May 20
18 Jun 20
July 20

Default

2019 Season Advances Schedule
As at 17 May 2019

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun -19
18 Jul 19

65%
65%

255.34
255.34

267.34
267.34
287.90
287.90
308.46
329.03
349.59
359.87
370.16

15 Aug 19
19 Sep 19
17 Oct 19
21 Nov 19
12 Dec 19
23 Jan 20
20 Feb 20
19 Mar 20
16 Apr 20

65%
65%
70%
70%
75%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%

255.34
255.34
273.54
283.31
293.07
312.61
322.38
341.92
351.69

95%

390.72

14 May 20

95%

361.46

97.5%
100%

401.00
411.29

18 Jun 20
July 20

97.5%
100%

371.23
390.77

Confirmed

Default

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation
Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page
of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also
available in the Pricing & Payments section.

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment
by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change
during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price
and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any
pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 14 June 2019

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices

Crop Year

Indicative Price

Day Movement

2019 Season

418.68

2.90

2020 Season

444.39

4.47

2021 Season

449.27

2.54

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/
USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends

Estimated Wilmar 2019 Pool Prices
As at 31 May 2019
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)
Wilmar Production Risk Pool

2

$408

Wilmar Managed Pool 1

$390

Wilmar US Quota Pool

$735

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage. Allocation Account Amounts begin
the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual
premiums and costs are known.
1. Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide added
tonnage. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price as growers.
The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis.
2. As of the 31st of May Wilmar does not currently have a component which is required to be
sold or priced in order to manage storage constraints in the sugar terminals. The Gross Pool
Price is currently a marked-to-market price for the March 2020 and May 2020 ICE #11 futures
positions, which is consistent with the current expected sales program.
The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date
and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include
Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may
differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’
Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments
resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements. For more information, view the
latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

Estimated QSL 2019 Pool Prices
As at 31 May 2019
Net pool Percentage Priced
price ($/
Tonne IPS)

Sugar

Currency

QSL Harvest Pool

$384

19%

23%

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$390

6%

15%

QSL Early Start Actively
Managed Pool

$395

17%

34%

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$380

100%

100%

QSL US Quota Pool

$636

0%

15%

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$393

44%

65%

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the
QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense
of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.
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1.

The Rural Jobs and Skills Alliance are answering your big
questions about the many and varied career opportunities
offered by the agriculture sector. "What are the
opportunities in the agriculture sector?", we hear you ask.
Find out HERE and share with those considering their
future.

2.

Under recent changes to Queensland’s biosecurity laws,
police and biosecurity officers can issue fines to anyone
who doesn’t comply with a Biosecurity Management Plan
on a farm. Find out what you can do to support the
enforcement of the new laws on your farm HERE.

3.

The Queensland and Northern Australia Drought and
Climate Adaptation Program (DCAP) is inviting producers
and advisors to participate in a survey about their
approach to decision making and planning for climate
variability. Complete the survey HERE.

Terry Granshaw
0437 553 149
tgranshaw@bps.net.au

Jasmine Connolly
0438 934 601
jconnolly@bps.net.au

Smartcane BMP selfassessment workshops

BMP self-assessment workshops will be held fortnightly on
Monday mornings (9 –11 am).

4.

Volume II of The Australian Farmer is now live! Chock full
of info on agtech, automation and machinery, women in
ag, animal and plant health and much more. Read it for
free now HERE.

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP
accreditation.
Growers who have completed the selfassessment and would like to continue on to accreditation
should also contact Terry or Jasmine.

5.

QFF is encouraging farmers to review their electricity
tariffs following the release of the Queensland
Competition Authority’s final determination on 2019-20
regulated retail electricity prices for regional Queensland.
Read the media statement HERE.

Please RSVP to:
Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149
Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601

6.

Farmers throughout Queensland’s Great Barrier Reef
Catchments will benefit from six new extension trainees
who have recently begun work with various NRM and
agricultural advisory groups through the Agriculture
Extension Work Placement Program. Details HERE.

7.

A suitable deterrent must be realised to stop 'professional
protesters' from unjustifiably interrupting legitimate
Queensland business activities. Read QFF's QCL column
HERE.

8.

Farming groups across Queensland, including QFF
industry member CANEGROWERS, have launched an
online petition against the Queensland Government’s
tightening of regulations on agriculture in Great Barrier
Reef catchments. Click HERE for more information and
sign the petition HERE.

9.

The ATO is reminding those impacted by the North
Queensland floods that deferred lodgments and payments
were due on 31 May 2019. If you were not able to meet
this due date, call the ATO on 1800 806 218 or speak with
your registered tax professional. More information HERE.

10. visitors to do their part to protect Australia from the
biosecurity risk of pest and disease. ‘Country–Handle with
Care’ shows that we all have a role to play, watch the web
series HERE.

The next self-assessment workshop will be held on the
17th June.

IrrigWeb workshops

IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday
mornings (9 - 11 am).
Workshops will cover: setting up a farm and paddocks;
determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation
information.
You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet. Phones are
suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too
small for the initial setup. If you don’t have a laptop or tablet
please let us know so we can organise one.
Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079.
The next self-assessment workshop will be held on the
27th June.
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600
CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill

Published Fortnightly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited

Wayne Smith

General Manager

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

0428 834 802
4790 3604

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Mindi Lennon

Industry Recovery & Resilience
Officer

4790 3603
0436 921 711

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Glenn Betteridge

Glenn_betteridge@outlook.com

0407 169 273

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Pioneer

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Kalamia

Sue Wright

sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

