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CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd Newsletter Edition 2019/8 Distributed: Friday 3 May 2019  

New Board in place from 1st May 
Retiring director Sib Torrisi served two terms (six years) from May 2013; Sib didn’t nominate for the election as he no longer 

qualifies having recently sold his farm. 

In his role as director Sib represented CBL on the Burdekin Variety Adoption Committee and Harvest Management Group. Sib 

has also participated and contributed as a substitute member of the Qld Cane Growers Policy Council on several occasions. 

In his final board meeting last month Sib said that board participation has been a 

valuable experience and it has been a privilege and honor to serve and represent 

CANEGROWERS members. 

Glenn Betteridge was successful in the 

recent directors election; previous board 

members Phil Marano, Owen Menkens, 

Steve Pilla, Roger Piva and Greg Rossato 

were returned for another three year term. 

At a directors meeting held today Phil 

Marano was elected Chair with Owen 

Menkens as Deputy. 

Phil and Owen along with Steve Pilla and 

Roger Piva were also confirmed as 

members of the Qld Cane Growers Policy 

Council.  

The new board will meet in their first board meeting on Tuesday 14th May and will also attend a special induction event to be held 

in Cairns later this month. 

Retiring Director Sib Torrisi said it has been a 

privilege and honor to serve and represent 

CANEGROWERS members 

Deputation on Rates goes to Council 
Last week Burdekin Shire Councillors received a deputation from representatives of the Burdekin’s grower organisations.  

Due to the limitations of the Council’s deputation policy the each grower organisation had five minutes to speak on an aspect of 

the Council rates and upcoming budget. 

The deputation afforded the opportunity to place on record with Council the concerns of not only the ratepayers that contribute a 

significant level to the rates levied but also are members of the Shire community as well.  

CBL Chair Phil Marano addressed Councillors on the request for an interest free period for payment of rates that was 

unsuccessful last year. 

In appealing to Councillors to review last year’s decision Phil implored them to empathise with and show compassion toward the 

ratepayers of the Shire who do appeal for Council’s support and assistance by providing an interest free payment plan period to 

pay their rates should it be needed. 

A copy of the letter from Council acknowledging and responding to the deputation is available here. 

CBL Chair Phil Marano welcomes new 

Director Glenn Betteridge to the Board 

https://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2019/05/300419-letter-from-bsc.pdf
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Wilmar sets 2019 season start  
Wilmar Burdekin Managers met with Grower representatives yesterday to conduct the consultation required under Cane Supply 

Agreements to determine a start date for the 2019 season. 

This consultation meeting is required to be conducted before the end of April in any year. Dissatisfaction with the meeting not 

being held prior to the nominated time was expressed by the grower reps and noted by the Wilmar managers at the meeting. 

The 2019 season forecast data and season estimate of 8.24 million tonnes for harvesting in the Burdekin district was presented at 

the meeting can be viewed by clicking here. 

Wilmar informed the meeting that crushing operations at Kalamia and Inkerman will commence on Tuesday 4th June with Invicta 

to commence on 11th June; please note that the data indicates a 4th June start for Pioneer but Wilmar Burdekin Operations 

Manager informed the meeting that the start for Pioneer could be delayed by up to one week due mainly to adverse weather 

impacting the installation of the two new pans. Wilmar will update grower collectives on a weekly basis on the progress to season 

commencement at Pioneer. 

In relation to the 4th June start date, feedback to Wilmar was noted in that there is a preference for a commencement that is more 

in line with the traditional date being after the Queens Birthday public holiday which if still observed in June for Queensland would 

be the following week being 11th June. CBL negotiators have consistently informed Wilmar that earlier starts should be 

underpinned by any lower ccs as a result of an earlier season start. Any grower who is struggling to be ready for the earlier start 

date should inform their representative as soon as possible.  

Burdekin Operations Manager Paul Turnbull gave a presentation to the meeting of the maintenance and capital that is being 

carried out and nearing completion at each mill site. 

These works should address most of the issues identified during the previous season operations and improve on the availability 

as indicated in the crushing parameters provided in the data. 

Steam trials are scheduled to commence on the 8th May at Invicta and 28th May at Pioneer, 21st May at Kalamia and 23rd May 

at Inkerman mill.  

Forecast season finish dates that include up to 34 days for stops (be they unscheduled, scheduled or rain) for each mill indicate 

the 16th November for Invicta and Kalamia and Pioneer (dependent on the Pioneer commencement) and 23rd November for 

Inkerman. 

Wilmar Cane Supply Manager Peter Luke informed the meeting that there will be several changes for 2019 to logistics officers at 

each of the mill sites; at the time of publication the changes had not been released by Wilmar. 

Some of the changes have been bought about by the retirement of Ray Reid and Bob Trindle and the promotion of Warren 

McDonald to Transport Operations Manager. 

* 

https://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2019/05/2019-start-date-data.pdf
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Anger and frustration greet Reef 
Bill report 
Queensland sugarcane growers have reacted with anger and frustration to a report 

on a bill which will impose unworkable and insulting regulation on agriculture along the 

east coast of the state. 

“This report has exposed the recent regional public hearings into the Reef Bill as an 

expensive farce,” CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri said. 

“We attended in good faith, invited to put our concerns and issues to the committee as 

it reviewed the Queensland Government’s Bill, but we have been completely ignored.” 

Hundreds of growers attended the hearings of the Innovation, Tourism Development 

and Environment Committee in Cairns, Townsville, Mackay and Bundaberg as it 

investigated the Environmental Protection (Great Barrier Reef Protection Measures) 

and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019. 

“The 100-page report released late on Friday by the Labor-led Committee contains 

just one recommendation, that the Bill be passed without change,” Mr Schembri said. 

“That there is no recommendation for any amendments to the most dangerous 

elements of the Bill means the whole consultation process was a box-ticking exercise 

for a foregone political outcome – it was a sham. 

“While the committee sat politely and listened, even asking questions of the growers 

who took time from their farms to detail the many practical ways they work for Great 

Barrier Reef water quality every day, the majority of the MPs did not actually hear us 

and their report is an insult. 

“The Committee has ignored the decades of work and the commitment of sugarcane 

growers towards sustainability and instead says we should face regulatory 

goalposts  that can shift with the whim of a government which can demand details of 

our business transactions – it is an outrage. 

“The carefully-argued concerns and recommendations put forward by 

CANEGROWERS were either not considered or were given a superficial mention in 

the Committee’s report. Its default position on all issues was to defer to the 

government’s line. 

“We do welcome, however, the Statement of Reservation included in the report by the 

two LNP committee members, Jon Krause and Mark Boothman, and their criticism of 

the Bill and the Queensland Government’s intentions.” 

CANEGROWERS will continue to express its concerns to all parliamentarians in the 

hope that real, workable amendments will be embraced by the State Government as it 

prepares to bring the legislation to the Queensland Parliament for a vote.  

Ag Taskforce 
outlines 
energy 
solutions  
The Queensland Farmers’ Federation 

(QFF) is calling on all political parties 

to end the decade of energy and 

climate wars that has resulted in poor 

policies that are crippling parts of 

agriculture, and adopt the solutions 

put forward by the Agricultural 

Industries Energy Taskforce this 

federal election. 

QFF President Stuart Armitage said 

Australia had gone from having a 

competitive advantage in energy costs 

to being one of the most expensive 

countries in the world, resulting in 

many irrigated and intensified farm 

businesses losing their ability to 

compete globally, significant job 

losses and lower levels of production. 

“The price of electricity has increased 

about 10 times the rate of inflation 

over the last 10 years for Queensland 

farmers,” Mr Armitage said. 

“As trade-exposed price takers, 

farmers have virtually no ability to 

offset these costs, which is seriously 

impacting their ability to produce food, 

fibre, foliage and renewable fuel for 

Australians and the world.” 

“For a country with so many natural 

advantages in energy and agriculture, 

the current state of affairs is totally 

unacceptable and must be fixed.” 

“The comprehensive package of 

solutions put forward by the Taskforce 

would see the electricity market work 

like a market; eliminate the excessive 

profit margins that are costing 

Australia jobs and production; and 

support farmers moving to renewable 

power with storage.” 

The Ag Energy Taskforce is an 

informal group of peak national, state, 

regional, commodity and irrigator 

organisations focussed on finding 

energy policy solutions for agriculture 

and is convened by the National 

Irrigators’ Council. The Taskforce’s 

election policy package is available 

HERE  

Applications open for the 2020 
Nuffield Scholarships 
Applications for the 2020 Nuffield Scholarships: Global research program for 

Australian Primary Producers are now open.  

There are more than 25 Nuffield Scholarships on offer, each valued at $30,000. The 

application period will run from 1 April - 14 June and focus on the 2019 theme 

of Collaborate, Innovate and Cultivate.  

Find out more about how to apply by clicking here. 

https://www.irrigators.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/NIC_federal_election_2019_ENERGY.pdf
https://nuffield.com.au/global-research-program-to-launch-next-gen-of-agriculture-leaders/
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Election call for 
environmental 
stewardship fund 
Queensland’s sugarcane growers say this Federal Election 

is the perfect time to abandon the regulatory big stick 

approach to managing agriculture and the environment and 

move with the market for a sustainable future for both. 

CANEGROWERS, along with other key farming industries 

within the National Farmers’ Federation, is urging an 

incoming Australian Government to invest $1 billion to 

develop market-based instruments which work to protect 

the country’s natural assets while allowing agriculture to 

continue grow. 

“This shift is already happening for sugar – buyers are 

demanding a sustainable product and Queensland growers 

are responding through the industry’s Best Management 

Practice program (Smartcane BMP) which is aligned to and 

accepted by international standards for sustainable sugar,” 

CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said. 

“Growers have spent the past two decades improving farm 

layouts to include wetlands and other barriers to reduce 

agricultural runoff and adopting innovations in farming 

practices. 

“As well as protecting the Great Barrier Reef through 

improved water quality and continuing to be productive 

cane producers, our farms are providing important wildlife 

habitats. 

“All of this work is giving Queensland sugar an edge in a 

market where food manufacturers, pushed by consumers, 

are wanting to prove the sustainability credentials of their 

products. 

”This message of sustainability aligning to market forces 

was strongly delivered by sugarcane growers recently at 

four regional public hearings into the Queensland 

Government’s Reef Bill which is currently before State 

Parliament. 

“We don’t need more regulation on our industry,“ Mr 

Galligan said. “It is insulting, inefficient and diverts attention 

from continual innovation and improvement. 

“An incoming Australian Government has the opportunity to 

work with us to harness market forces for change and urge 

the Queensland Government to abandon its regulatory 

approach.  ”Along with other members of the National 

Farmers’ Federation, CANEGROWERS is calling on the 

campaigning parties to commit to: 

“Establish an Environmental Stewardship Fund with an 

initial investment of $1 billion to facilitate the development 

of market-based instruments for biophysical assets (natural 

capital) that includes a focus on listed threatened species 

and communities.” 

This is a key platform of the National Farmers’ Federation 

2019 Federal Election Priorities.  

Growers urge 
candidates to talk trade 
during the campaign 
CANEGROWERS is calling on the campaigning political parties 

to commit to continuing World Trade Organisation action against 

Indian sugar subsidies after the 18 May Federal Election. 

“Formal consultations between Australia and India in Geneva this 

week as part of the WTO process are not expected to convince 

India to review its policies and halt the export of subsidised sugar 

onto the world market and that means no immediate relief for the 

world sugar price,” CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri 

said. 

“We will be relying on the incoming Australian Government to 

continue this process – so that we can allow market forces free of 

policy distortion to determine the world price and to serve as a 

warning to other nations not to flood the world market with 

surpluses of subsidised sugar. 

“CANEGROWERS is urging both sides of politics to commit to 

taking Australia to the next step in the WTO dispute settlement 

process which involves taking our complaint to a WTO panel, 

akin to a tribunal, for formal review and assessment.” 

Australia contends that India’s sugar subsidies are in breach of its 

international commitments and that these excessive subsidies 

are having a devastating impact on the global sugar price. Brazil 

and Guatemala have also begun formal proceedings against 

India. 

“We are an industry dependent on export markets and wholly 

linked to the world price – this is an election issue for every 

sugarcane grower. Because of India’s actions, they are currently 

facing returns well below their cost of production,” Mr Schembri 

said.  “Australia exports up to 3.4 million tonnes of sugar each 

year injecting $2.5 billion into the economy. The industry is the 

life blood of many of Queensland’s coastal communities.” 

The National Farmers’ Federation 2019 Federal Election 

Priorities highlights an ambitious global trade agenda as a priority 

for agriculture – it is an imperative for the Australian sugar 

industry. 

“As NFF members, and along with our colleagues in other export-

focussed industries, CANEGROWERS is urging the two major 

political parties to retain the bipartisan approach that has existed 

with trade in the past and commit to a range of measures to give 

a fairer trading environment for Australian farmers,” Mr Schembri 

said. 

“As well as our industry-specific issue with India, priority actions 

for an incoming government include fast-tracking the ratification 

of the negotiated free trade agreements with Indonesia and Peru. 

“Looking to the future, CANEGROWERS seeks commitments to 

improve our access to Japan by the removal of non-tariff barriers, 

enhanced trading relations with China through the inclusion of 

sugar in a comprehensive review of the existing free trade 

agreement, a free trade agreement with the European Union, 

and, following Brexit, new negotiations with the United Kingdom.” 

https://farmers.org.au/campaign/election2019/?_cldee=d2F5bmVfc21pdGhAY2FuZWdyb3dlcnMuY29tLmF1&recipientid=contact-cb8e084ac15be31190dd00155d283d08-ac207bd724804e238cb183d2ea0815d7&esid=4a1a9a6e-9e67-e911-a859-000d3ae0a6cf
https://farmers.org.au/campaign/election2019/?_cldee=d2F5bmVfc21pdGhAY2FuZWdyb3dlcnMuY29tLmF1&recipientid=contact-cb8e084ac15be31190dd00155d283d08-ac207bd724804e238cb183d2ea0815d7&esid=4a1a9a6e-9e67-e911-a859-000d3ae0a6cf
https://farmers.org.au/campaign/election2019/?_cldee=d2F5bmVfc21pdGhAY2FuZWdyb3dlcnMuY29tLmF1&recipientid=contact-cb8e084ac15be31190dd00155d283d08-ac207bd724804e238cb183d2ea0815d7&esid=4a1a9a6e-9e67-e911-a859-000d3ae0a6cf
https://farmers.org.au/campaign/election2019/?_cldee=d2F5bmVfc21pdGhAY2FuZWdyb3dlcnMuY29tLmF1&recipientid=contact-cb8e084ac15be31190dd00155d283d08-ac207bd724804e238cb183d2ea0815d7&esid=4a1a9a6e-9e67-e911-a859-000d3ae0a6cf
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Adapting Renewable 
Energy Project Field 
Day 
You are invited to the Field Day for the "Adapting Renewable 

Energy Project' at Bundaberg from 11am-2pm on May 15, 

2019.  

The Field Day is being held at the project site just outside 

Bundaberg, and courtesy transport is available to take you 

there and back. 

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT: This project has national, and 

potentially global, benefits for any farming or other operation 

reliant on pumping megalitres of water.  

IT IS REDUCING THE COST OF PUMPING WATER FROM 

$116 PER MEGALITRE TO JUST $23 PER MEGALITRE. 

Don't miss this opportunity. RSVP now to 

Dale_Holliss@bdbcanegrowers.com.au or call 0417 009 236 

Find out more at https://www.facebook.com/BRIG 

mailto:Dale_Holliss@bdbcanegrowers.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/BRIG-405149216702305/
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Confidentiality of Smartcane 
BMP information 
Growers may have seen recent news reports regarding AgForce’s decision 

to delete its members’ Best Management Practice records in advance of 

the Queensland Government considering new legislation to parliament. 

This legislation, if passed, could force organisations to provide information 

related to: 

• the sale of a fertiliser product or agricultural chemical; 

• the application of a fertiliser product or agricultural chemical; 

• soil tests; or 

• crop yields. 

Reports of this action by AgForce have the potential to cause alarm 

amongst CANEGROWERS members, particularly those growers who are 

accredited or registered with the Smartcane BMP program. 

We want to allay any concerns you have by explaining what information is 

collected and stored by CANEGROWERS and Smartcane BMP. 

• The CANEGROWERS membership database and the Smartcane 

BMP database are two completely separate and unrelated entities. 

• Neither the CANEGROWERS membership database nor the 

Smartcane BMP database records any individual farming data, such 

as:  

• Fertiliser application rates 

• Chemical application rates 

• The Smartcane BMP database holds no information whatsoever on 

farming businesses not registered with the program. 

• Farming businesses registered with the program are recorded on the 

Smartcane BMP database as operating at, below or above industry 

standard only. 

• All records on fertiliser sales and rates used are held by the individual 

farming business and/or any advisory firms or resellers engaged by 

the grower. Smartcane BMP facilitators and auditors may view this 

information, but no copies are taken or stored. 

• CANEGROWERS and Smartcane BMP are committed to keeping all 

grower data confidential. 

The data being targeted by the State Government’s proposed 

Environmental Protection (Great Barrier Reef Protection Measures) and 

Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019 is that information being held by 

farming businesses, advisory firms, resellers, and mills - particularly in 

relation to fertiliser application rates and yield. 

CANEGROWERS is seeking legal advice in relation to the proposed Bill 

and any impact it may have on individual growers and the industry more 

widely. 

The Smartcane BMP program is designed to engage and assist growers in 

improving their on-farm practices in a way that not only reduces their 

environmental footprint, but also boosts efficiency, productivity and 

profitability. 

CANEGROWERS is very proud of the achievements of our growers. 

Queensland’s cane growers are some of the world’s most innovative and 

sustainable farmers and Smartcane BMP is the mechanism through which 

we can share and celebrate this story, setting the record straight and 

ultimately convince the community that regulations are unnecessary.  

CANEGROWERS 

Burdekin Members 

receive a 6% discount 
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What is an energy audit? 

An Energy Audit is an assessment of a site’s energy consumption and provides recommendations on how energy use can be 

reduced or improved that fit within your budget, timelines and business objectives. There are three types of audits with clear 

attributes so you can determine which type is best suited to you and the needs of your farm.   

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/ij-lCK1qK0Tr0Wzh70zLF?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://www.qff.org.au/participant-information/
https://www.qff.org.au/projects/renewable-energy-on-farm/
https://www.qff.org.au/newsroom/case-studies/clare-horticulture-cane/
https://www.qff.org.au/events/
https://www.qff.org.au/newsroom/case-studies/
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Executive Comment 

✓ Attended Industry Revitalisation Concept Meeting to consider a joint project between ASMC and CANEGROWERS. 

✓ QCGO Board Meeting which focused on the 19/20 budget and associated risk reviews. The Board also received a 

presentation from Professor Peter Ridd to discuss reef science. 

✓ AustSafe Superannuation Board Meeting. 

✓ Finalisation of the responses to the Qld Parliamentary Committee reviewing the reef protection Bill. 

✓ Finalisation of the CANEGROWERS election results. 

✓ Work with National Farmers' Federation on the federal election campaign. 

✓ Responding to the release of the parliamentary committee report on Reef Regulations. 

 

Sustainable Sugar - Bonsucro 
✓ The benchmark work between Smartcane BMP and Bonsucro has concluded. The benchmark result showed that indicators 

used by Smartcane BMP at farm level demonstrates comprehensive alignment with the Bonsucro Production Standard. The 

minimum level of assurance required by Smartcane BMP is third party. 

✓ Benchmarking is the process used to compare the Bonsucro Production Standard with any tool, scheme or standard that 

improves and validates the performance of sugarcane producers. It identifies the level of alignment between them and 

indicates the mechanism used to verify (or assure) performance. 

✓ The status of a Benchmarked Scheme is valid for a maximum of three years. After this period, another Benchmark 

Assessment is required to regain the status of Benchmarked Scheme. Benchmarked Schemes are required to report 

changes to their tool, scheme or standard to Bonsucro. This can lead to a reassessment of the alignment level within the 

three-year period depending on the materiality of the change. 

✓ Discussions with Bonsucro on the next steps for the Smartcane BMP and Bonsucro benchmarking are ongoing. 

 

Monsoon Trough Recovery 

✓ CANEGROWERS briefed the team from the Department of the Prime Minister & Cabinet managing the federal government’s 

services and support arrangements to help regional communities recover and rebuild following the Monsoon Trough which 

devastated the North, Far North and Western Queensland regions in early 2019. 

 The government is expected to announce further details of the arrangements in the first half of May. 

✓ The program includes: 

 Grants for restocking, replanting and on-farm infrastructure: Eligible primary producers can receive up to $400,000 

(matched by a 50% co-contribution). The Australian and Queensland government are finalising details - more information 

will be available as part of the May announcement. 

 Special Disaster Assistance Recovery Grants (Primary Producers): Up to $75,000 to assist with a range of clean-up and 

reinstatement activities. You need to apply by 11 August. 

 This may include assistance for cane field repairs and re-planting. 

 Special Disaster Assistance Recovery Grants (Small Businesses and Not-For-Profits): Up to $50,000 to assist small 

businesses and not-for-profit organisations with a range of clean-up and reinstatement activities. 

 Disaster Assistance Loans (Primary Producer): Up to $250,000 for primary producers and small businesses whose assets 

have been significantly damaged. Similar loans (up to $100,000) are available to not-for-profit organisations. 

 Low Interest Disaster Assistance Loans (Essential Working Capital): Up to $100,000 for primary producers, small 

businesses and not-for-profit organisations that have suffered significant loss of income as a result of the event. 

✓ The federal team is encouraging people not to decide for themselves whether or not they’re eligible, but rather call the 

relevant department, visit their website, or speak to a Rural Financial Counsellor. 

✓ Further details can be found at: www.pmc.gov.au/domestic-policy/north-queensland-livestock-industry-recovery-agency. 

 

Electricity 

✓ Engaging with QCA and AER in relation to their separate investigations into electricity prices. 

 QCA is in the process of determining retail electricity prices for regional Queensland to take effect from 1 July. 

 AER is reviewing Energy Qld’s proposed network tariff structure to take effect from 1 July 2020. 

✓ CANEGROWERS has engaged the Sapere Research Group to assist in the preparation of responses. 

 

NIR Pattern Approval 
✓ CANEGROWERS attended the ASMC Technical Committee meeting to receive a brief from the National Measurement 

Institute on the consultation for NIR pattern approval. Effectively the NIR instruments can be pattern approved against 

photometric standards (grey scale) to ensure they are measuring accurately however it is currently not possible to get a 

stable certified reference material for Pol, Brix and Fibre. The deadline for submissions is now 24 May 2019. 

 

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

Economic Contribution 

✓ QEAS has commenced its assessment of 'The economic contribution of the Sugarcane Industry to Queensland and its 

regional economies’. 

✓ This report will capture the sizeable economic, employment and other contributions that the sector makes to the Queensland 

economy and local communities, including: 

 The contribution that the sugarcane industry and its supply chain makes to the economy; 

 The number of direct and indirect jobs created by cane growing; 

 The value of Government taxes contributed by the industry; 

 An overview of the sugarcane industry supply chain and how this benefits local communities; and 

 Case studies on individual businesses and the outputs, jobs and local spend they provide.  

 

Environment and Sustainability 

✓ The Innovation, Tourism Development and Environment Committee has released its report on the Environmental Protection 

(Great Barrier Reef Protection Measures) Bill which was introduced recently to Parliament by the Queensland 

Government. Despite many submissions and representations by CANEGROWERS staff and members, the committee has 

recommended the Bill be passed as is. We will continue to push for amendments based on our analysis of serious flaws in the 

Bill. Departmental responses to issues were included in the report, and these were largely based on the reef water quality 

practice framework. The Department argued that this framework proved that growers would actually be better off with the new 

regulations. They provide no evidence for this and we believe there is a lack of transparency in the assumptions used in the 

framework, especially in relation to nutrient management and productivity.  An independent review of this framework to 

establish its reliability and assess its relevance for grower profitability is urgently required. The Committee and the 

Department have ignored many other concerns, including the impact of greater regulation on grower engagement in reef-

related projects. 

✓ DAF has a new project  for improving understanding and compliance of growers with their legal obligations for chemical 

use. Dan Stampa leads the project and will likely have two additional people on the project during the next few months. This 

team will focus primarily on ensuring that chemicals used are registered for the purpose, that usage is in line with label (or 

permit) requirements, record keeping, and any specific state regulations that apply (E.g. for those active ingredients listed as 

Prescribed agricultural ERA products under the Chemical Usage (Agricultural and Veterinary) Control Regulation 2017). The 

project will target all regions except southern Queensland. CANEGROWERS will meet with the project leader in the near 

future to discuss how the project will be implemented including its approach with BMP growers. 

✓ A progress report on the Smartcane BMP project is being prepared for submission to DES early this week. This will include a 

full report on the support provided to growers for both BMP evidence requirements and practice improvement from 1 July 

2018 to 31 March 2019. 

  

Rural Jobs and Skills Alliance (RJSA) 

✓ CANEGROWERS attended the RJSA meeting. The issues discussed were: 

 The transition arrangements for the Queensland Agricultural Training Colleges and the RJSA involvement in this process. 

 Industry updates. 

 Updates on Gateway Schools, QAWN and the Agricultural Extension Work Placement Program. 

 Update on the Primary Industries Education Foundation Australia progress towards a Queensland teachers workshop on 

7 November. 

  

Transport 

✓ CANEGROWERS attended an NFF transport sub-committee hook. The following points are of interest: 

 All regional councils in cane growing areas had approved the National Agricultural Notice. Some had conditions. 

 The Notice was expected to be gazetted on 30 April 2019. 

 The committee was pushing NHVR to provide plans for communicating new notice to farmers. 

 There was discussion on how industry can best support implementation. 

 

Trade 

✓ CANEGROWERS coordinated a Global Sugar Alliance teleconference in relation to the WTO challenge against India. 

✓ The first stage of the challenge will be separate consultations between Brazil and India on Monday 15 April and then between 

Australia and India on Tuesday 16 April. 

 The Guatemala-India consultations will be held later in the month. 

✓ Expectation is a flat bat response from India. If this occurs, we will be urging the government to escalate the case to a WTO 

Panel – the next step in the process. 
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the 

QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense 

of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.   

Crop Year  Indicative Price Day Movement  

2019 Season 404.19 0.76 

2020 Season 435.41 1.18 

2021 Season 446.08 1.55 

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/

USD exchange rates 

Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends 

Net pool 

price ($/

Percentage Priced  

Sugar Currency 

QSL Harvest Pool $368 91% 93% 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $368 95% 94% 

QSL Early Start Actively 

Managed Pool 

$370 96% 94% 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $343 100% 100% 

QSL US Quota Pool $638 100% 82% 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $397 96% 97% 

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price. 

For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation 

Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page 

of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also 

available in the Pricing & Payments section.  

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun -17 65% 246.26 

19 Jul 18 65% 246.26 

16 Aug 18 65% 225.42 

20 Sep 18 65% 225.42 

18 Oct 18 70% 248.09 

15 Nov 18 70% 277.56 

20 Dec 18 75% 297.38 

17 Jan 19 80% 300.63 

21 Feb 19 85% 329.91 

21 Mar 19 87.5% 344.93 

18 Apr 19 90% 348.90 

16 May 19 95% 368.29 

20 Jun 19 97.5% 377.98 

July 19 100% 387.67 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 3 May 2019 

2018 Season Advances Schedule 

As at 29 March 2019 

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices 

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date 

and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include 

Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may 

differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ 

Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments 

resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements.  For more information, view the 

latest QSL Market Snapshot here. 

Estimated QSL 2018 Pool Prices 

As at 29 March 2019 

2018 Season Advances 

Schedule 

As at 29 March 2019 

 

Applicable from 
Default Pools % 

Rate 

Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Initial 60% 217.95 

23 Aug 18 65% 224.97 

18 Oct 18 70% 240.34 

22 Nov 18 72.5% 275.23 

13 Dec 18 75% 274.82 

24 Jan 19 80% 294.43 

21 Feb 19 82.5% 303.88 

21 Mar 19 87.5% 326.19 

18 Apr 19 92.5% 345.27 

16 May 19 95% 354.61 

20 Jun 19 97.5% 363.94 

July 19 100% 373.27 

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board 

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment 

by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change 

during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price 

and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any 

pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

Confirmed 

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

Wilmar Production Risk Pool $386 

Wilmar Managed Pool $359 

Wilmar US Quota Pool $663 

Estimated Wilmar 2018 Pool Prices 

As at 29 March 2019 

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at 

the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage. 

Allocation Account Amounts begin the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on 

a monthly basis as actual premiums and costs are known. 

Key points to note regarding the way Wilmar is reporting sugar sales into the USA:- 

• The US Quota Pool will only include sales made against the specific Certificates of Quota 

Eligibility (CQEs) allocated to Wilmar by the US Government and those which Wilmar is 

entitled to market by virtue of its share of MEI/GEI marketing tonnage. 

• The tonnage and net returns resulting from the US Quota CQEs purchased from other 

Queensland marketers and sold onto the USA are not allocated to the US Quota Pool and will 

be ascribed to the Production Risk Pool. 

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web 

 

https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzhJ5wQsCzAQsTjd7a9EVdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCVssUCZsSHaNfPP_5twx7P50lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISVpAwUUqen-LPbb0VBZPHTbFIzzhPPXXzP2t-EyCJtdmUVPBgY-F6lK1FJUSyOrKrKr01yR3-rEDNYGjbGX3ifEYLAUXoHBzVmaACPAnn44T4ZjttI-g7441
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1. QFF and industry members have condemned a 
Parliamentary Committee recommendation that a Bill 
enabling restrictive Reef catchment regulations should be 
enacted into law without changes. Read the media 
statement HERE.   

2. If the proposed reef regulations endorsed by the Tourism 
Development and Environment Committee are passed by 
government, a greater regulatory burden will be placed on 
Queensland's farmers while not guaranteeing any real 
benefits for the Reef. QFF’s QCL column HERE.  

3. QFF is looking for an extension officer to join our team. 
The new position will be accountable for the extension 
activities for the Energy Savers Program to benefit our 
member industries and the wider intensive agricultural 
sector. For more details or to apply, click HERE.  

4. Regulations are now in effect allowing Queensland Police 
Service and biosecurity officers to immediately fine people 
who put on-farm biosecurity at risk. People who enter onto 
farms without authorisation now face fines of 
$652.75. Details HERE and QFF President Stuart 
Armitage's reaction HERE.   

5. QFF is calling on all political parties to end the decade of 
energy and climate wars that are crippling parts of 
agriculture, and adopt the solutions put forward by the 
Agricultural Industries Energy Taskforce this federal 
election. Read the media statement HERE.  

6. Australia has gone from having a competitive advantage 
in energy costs to being one of the most expensive 
countries in the world. For Queensland farmers, the price 
of electricity has increased about 10 times the rate of 
inflation in the last decade. QFF’s QCL column HERE.  

7. Looking to start your career in Agriculture? QFF is again 
seeking applications for the Agricultural Extension Work 
Placement Program. There are seven positions to choose 
from across the Great Barrier Reef catchments, click 
HERE to find out more.  

8. There is still a 70 per cent chance of an El Niño 
developing in the coming months, around triple the normal 
likelihood. But if it does develop it's likely to be short-lived 
and weak. Read the Bureau of Meteorology’s ENSO 
outlook HERE.  

9. QFF is looking for action from both sides of politics on 
increasing input costs this election. Rising energy, water, 
regulatory and labour costs are affecting our 
competitiveness internationally. Listen to QFF Deputy 
CEO, Dr Georgina Davis talk to Rural Queensland Today 
about the implications of the budget and upcoming 
election HERE.   

10. There was plenty of support for agriculture in the budget, 
but solutions were lacking. Read QFF CEO, Travis 
Tobin's take in the Queensland Country Life column 
HERE.   

Smartcane BMP self-
assessment workshops 
BMP self-assessment workshops will be held fortnightly on 

Monday mornings (9 –11 am). 

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP 

accreditation.  Growers who have completed the self-

assessment and would like to continue on to accreditation 

should also contact Terry or Jasmine. 

Please RSVP to: 

Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149 

Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601 

Terry Granshaw 
0437 553 149 

tgranshaw@bps.net.au 

IrrigWeb workshops 
IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday 

mornings (9 - 11 am). 

Workshops will cover:  setting up a farm and paddocks; 

determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation 

information. 

You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet.  Phones are 

suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too 

small for the initial setup.  If you don’t have a laptop or tablet 

please let us know so we can organise one. 

Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079. 

Jasmine Connolly 
0438 934 601 

jconnolly@bps.net.au 

BMP IrrigWeb 

6-May 9-May 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/HSICCvl0KNTyYXxtNYexH?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/si3GCwVLMOsRqpKTnzTP8?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/si3GCwVLMOsRqpKTnzTP8?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/ohJwCxnMOPsQ7OkS6UHhw?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/ZKHmCyoNQ0Iy8nZtmM7ab?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/T2IqCzvOVRumkL6CLdIFv?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/zeXICANZjwu1wY4tW90-Q?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/0UnLCK1qK0TrXJOU9h5pI?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/0UnLCK1qK0TrXJOU9h5pI?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/R7lfCL7rMLsYGvKt7pbyd?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/eGCACMwvOMt6wlXCp8MW-?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/vQ2LCnxynBT60rKFGRkI_?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/lMRKCoVzpDsKN6Bsgsb5x?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/obrXCp8ArETxrpvfjUeB1?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/1xx6Cq7BwGs7AJzsy_0cF?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/kz-1CwVLMOsRMgASOWb1j?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/kz-1CwVLMOsRMgASOWb1j?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/KLncCxnMOPsQ6P9c186JB?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/f1yGCNLwQNcMKwEumNWlc4?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/X9miCOMxVOT2VE0hEE4C5j?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/8X3NCmOxlAsRXpOfXYP2j?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/E-TeCnxynBT6wX8hQL-me?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/NRLHCjZr7xTyEYWi6PJU6?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/XozOCk8v9yTqlkxfLYzUi?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/4AbbClxwjzTzG1QSXMwQb?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

CANEGROWERS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Wayne Smith General Manager 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3606 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Glenn Betteridge Glenn_betteridge@outlook.com 0407 169 273 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Fortnightly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Invicta Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 

Kalamia Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Sue Wright sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Inkerman Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 


