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Cane Changer comes to the Burdekin
Project Cane Changer is an initiative designed to recognise
Queensland’s sugar cane farmers for their positive farming
practices and their contribution to protecting the Great Barrier
Reef.
The Project is an initiative by the Queensland CANEGROWERS
Organisation, funded initially by the Queensland Government
Department of Environment and Science, and delivered by
Behaviour Innovation.
An announcement by the Federal Environment Minister Melissa
Price in March of $1.41m in funding provided by the partnership
between the Australian Government Reef Trust and the Great
Barrier Reef Foundation. The Great Barrier Reef Cane Changer
program will now be funded federally, and extended to the
Burdekin being one of three regions to be involved.

Toneya McIntosh and Sam Moore visited the Burdekin this week to
present the Cane Changer Project to Directors

BI team members and behavioral scientists Toneya McIntosh and Sam Moore visited the Burdekin this week to present the Cane
Changer Project to directors at their monthly CANEGROWERS Burdekin board meeting.
CANEGROWERS Burdekin recognises the Federal Government’s approach to the management of water quality and hence the
health of the Great Barrier Reef. It is well known that a collaborative approach with stakeholders will always win out at the end of
the day rather than a divisive set of regulations that only puts at risk the good work the industry has done thus far.
The Cane Changer project is to be introduced into the Burdekin after witnessing successes of the program in the wet tropics. The
wet tropics has seen more than 246 growers sign commitments, and put in writing their next steps to protect the Great Barrier
Reef. This has resulted in a resounding 300 per cent increase in take-up of the State Government-funded Smartcane Best
Management Practice program (BMP).
Established by CANEGROWERS and delivery partner Behaviour Innovation, with seed funding from the Queensland
Government, Cane Changer delivered more than 260 workshops and activities in two years in cane growing communities from
Mossman to the Herbert River.
The project was awarded the Bonsucro Inspire Award in Thailand last week, making it one of the most recognised effective
sustainability programs in any sugar industry worldwide. The industry-developed program will assist us in bringing stakeholders
together to better understand each other’s views on how our industry operates and its achievements in environmental
stewardship.
It is set to expand, while recognising sugarcane growers for rising to the challenge of improving water quality for the Great Barrier
Reef and encouraging and sharing further innovation on farms with the new funding arrangement. The industry- developed BMP
program is quickly gaining recognition globally as a guarantee of sustainability and has in excess of 70 per cent of the industry’s
land under cane involved. It is through positive engagement and programs such as Cane Changer and Smartcane BMP that we
can show the community and governments what is taking place in the industry and why increasing the burden of regulation is not
necessary.
CBL directors encourage growers in the Burdekin to get behind this project so that as part of the broader industry growers can
have the capacity to build on the already successful BMP program and to exhibit the endeavours and success stories of improving
water quality and showcase the stewardship for the environment to the general public and governments.
Further information and grower testimonials from the wet tropics on the Cane Changer initiative can be viewed by clicking here.
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Politicians urged to
follow the plan to
cheaper electricity

CANEGROWERS is seeking a 2019 Election commitment that a
blueprint laid out by Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission to fix electricity prices and restore Australia’s
competitive advantage will be implemented in full by the incoming
Federal Government.

Wilmar Online
Induction System
Goes Live

“The recommendations from the ACCC Retail Electricity Pricing
Inquiry have been languishing on a shelf for almost a year,”
CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said. “The 56
recommendations are directed at removing unnecessary costs for
electricity users – something CANEGROWERS members have
been crying out for.
“What we need to see and hear now is the political will to pull
electricity generators and networks into line.
“The cost of generating electricity is less than 8c/kWh and the
cost of delivering it through the powerline network is also less
than 8c/kWh – so prices for everyone should be capped at 16c/
kWh (cents per kilowatt hour)."
CANEGROWERS is also calling for the development of a Food
and Fibre tariff for agricultural electricity users to reflect the fact
that they are generally on uncongested parts of the network.
“CANEGROWERS objective is to ensure electricity prices are set
in a way that provides performance incentives for all in the supply
chain to efficiently and effectively deliver electricity to all
customers,” Mr Galligan said. “That is not happening now.

The online induction system provided by Wilmar has been
reviewed and upgraded so as to simplify and streamline the
process for the 2019 season.
The Rapid system of seven discrete sections features new
images using drone technology to illustrate and demonstrate
the safety requirements and responsibilities around the
shared workplace for cane delivery sidings.
An induction key or password is required to access the
system so growers, operators and employees need to
contact their Wilmar logistics officer.

"If the system were efficient and effective, prices would be lower the ACCC recommendations are the road map to get us there.”
As well as calling for the implementation of the ACCC
recommendations, the National Farmers’ Federation 2019
Federal Election Priorities Unlocking Innovation platform asks for
a commitment to an annual review of how energy policy is
impacting on electricity prices and agricultural competitiveness.
“After seeing their electricity bills rise 130% over the past decade,
the cost of pumping irrigation water has become a serious burden
on the profitability of sugarcane farms that irrigate and intensive
agriculture across the country,” Mr Galligan said. “In turn that
impacts the viability of their local communities.
“What we are seeing now is our innovative and resilient growers
taking matters into their own hands and moving to self-generation
by installing solar arrays and diesel generators.“
As an NFF member, CANEGROWERS is backing its call for
government to support agriculture’s transition to renewables
through policy which supports decentralisation and off-grid
energy production.
“Farmers, like every valuable business in the economy, need
policy certainty and this election is the time for Australia to take
the step, use the plan that has been drawn up by the ACCC, and
ensure we have affordable, reliable and secure energy.”
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The letter to the editor is
reproduced from letter sent
to regional papers

FREE Chemical Accreditation Course

Burdekin Productivity Services are hosting a chemical accreditation course funded by Smartcane BMP, meaning no cost to
growers.
The course will be held on Wednesday 29th May 8:30am-4pm at the Ayr PCYC located on MacMillan Street. Food will be
provided.
If growers are interested please contact Terry (0437 553 149) or Jasmine (0438 934 601) as spaces are limited.
Note: to obtain Smartcane BMP accreditation, you must have completed this (or similar) certification.
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A message from the Ayr
Police Service
by Steve Barton

With the cane harvesting season not too far away, rural land holders should
review their security. In the past two weeks there have been two reported
thefts of fuel in the Burdekin, one around Barratta and one off Upper
Haughton Road, totalling approximately 3,500 litres if diesel. There has also
been three break and enters at the Council Depot and BSES where a
quantity of tools have been taken.
Review your security – this includes checking to ensure your present security
is working. For example, check that alarms do work, check your CCTV to
see where the cameras are facing, how clear the footage is, is the unit still
working.
If you don’t have CCTV or farm cameras, check them out on the internet and
consider investing in some. If you do, make sure they have the ability to
record good quality footage at night.
Some models have the capacity to send an instant time alarm to your mobile
phone that enables you to view the footage live (as well as recording) so you
can determine if it is a false alarm or alerting the Police if it is not.
Other actions people can take in protecting themselves with regards property
crime include:

•

CCTV system, some of which can be viewed on your mobile phone. If
you have such a system, it is advisable to regularly check your it to
ensure that
1) it is working,
2) that it is pointing in the desired direction. We have seen over recent
times the increase in the use of CCTV but unfortunately they are not
always working or not set up properly,
3) if the CCTV camera is NOT low light (night time/infra-red) capable,
ensure a senor light is lined up with the cameras field of view so anything
that is recorded at night time is illuminated by the light. Not doing so will
only show dark figures moving on the screen;

•

Install an alarm, this may be as simple as an inexpensive door/window
sensor that emits a loud piercing noise when a door or window is
opened to a more elaborate, expensive alarms;

•

Always switch them on as well………….

Lowes petroleum
service BP offer

Local fuel service distributor and servo
operator Lowes has come up with a special
offer for CANEGROWERS members.
The Lowes BP+ Card for members has the
following benefits for fuel purchased at the BP
Ayr Service Station:

•

6 cents per litre discount off the board
price at the BP Ayr Servo

•
•
•
•
•

24 hour Outdoor Card Payment Terminal
No monthly fees
No transaction fees
One itemized monthly statement
Online Card portal

If any member wishes to discuss the offer
further please phone the Ayr Depot Manager
Judy Betteridge on 4783 2466.

However always remember the following:

•
•

Do NOT leave valuables in the vehicle;
Do NOT leave spare keys in or around the vehicle – the crooks know
about this too;
Always be aware of unusual activity in your neighbourhood.
Don’t let yourself become a victim of crime – Lock it or Lose it

If you have any information about crime or illicit drugs, phone crime
stoppers on 1800 333 000. The more detailed the information you give,
the better it will be for all concerned.
Remember to secure your property – “lock it or lose it”.
You wouldn’t leave a dish containing thousands of dollars sitting on your
bench or sitting out in the open, so why do this with your car keys

CANEGROWERS
Burdekin Members
receive a 6% discount

Remember it’s your livelihood you are protecting.
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Women In Sugar Australia Conference
Eleven ladies from Women In Sugar Burdekin (WISB) attended
the Women In Sugar Australia (WISA) Conference 2019 held in
Ingham on Monday April 29 and Tuesday April 30. It was an
opportunity to meet up with Women In Sugar members from
other growing regions and learn about current issues in
agriculture.

The theme of 'The Challenge of Change' allowed the conference
presentations to focus not only on the changes in agriculture, but
on the changes in the political and social landscape affecting our
farmers.
Conference delegates were welcomed by The Hinchinbrook
Women In Sugar Burdekin attend the WISA Conference held in Ingham
Shire Mayor, Cr Ramon Jayo, who attended the first day of the
conference. He noted that with the current government and media attention being focused on the reef, that the challenge we face
is telling our story that addresses the concerns of others.
Speakers on the first day of the conference included Michael Pisano from Canegrowers Herbert River, Caroline Coppo from
Sugar Research Australia (SRA) and Leanne Carr from Herbert Cane Productivity Services Ltd (HCPSL). Productivity, profitability
and sustainability were identified as key elements in successfully farming today and into the future. The importance of nutrient,
sediment and pesticide management, nitrogen efficiency and water quality were discussed.
Guest Speaker Liz Schmidt entertained the audience with her talk on how she went from pregnant schoolgirl to Charters Towers
Mayor. Her serious message was that we each need to be an "advocate for your industry". She left us with a quote to hang in our
work space, "Leadership is not about being the best. Leadership is about making others better."
During the afternoon, Neroli Roocke from CANEGROWERS spoke about the sugar industries' social licence to operate. She
presented information on surveys which had been done on people's perceptions regarding the sugar industry. One of the things
her graphs showed was that older people identify the sugar industry as farmers, whereas younger people tend to see it as being
the food and beverage manufacturers.
The guest speaker at the conference dinner was the 2018 National Rural Woman of the Year, Krista Watkins. She spoke about
how she co-founded a business producing green banana flour, and how this led to other innovations using previously wasted
agricultural produce.
On the second day of the conference, delegates headed out and around the Ingham district on a bus tour. The group first visited
Bruno Fighera's orchid farm and learned about the intricacies of orchid plant propagation.
After morning tea, hosted by Liquaforce, the group toured the fertiliser plant and learned about liquid fertiliser composition and
application. The benefits of liquid fertiliser were discussed.
The tour moved on and were welcomed onto Bellasato Farm. For bio-security reasons the group was unable to tour the
operations of the farm. However, the work involved in diversifying into chicken production, using the cane farm's fallow rotation,
became obvious. Leanne and Dan Cordner were generous with information on how they operate, and how they produce and use
bio fertilizer on their farm.
The bus tour of the district finished in the afternoon with a delicious hot lunch from JK's Deli with the delegates seated in Mercer's
Lane.
WISB member Kimberley Mallon updated WISB's Facebook page with photos of conference activities. Kimberley said, "I have
been attending Women in Sugar conferences for quite a few years now and each time I come away with better knowledge and
understanding of our industry. I love being able to capture the friendships that have been built between members from all our
networks throughout the state. We pack so much into our two days with both speakers and field trips, it is always a rewarding and
inspiring time together."
WISB member, Margaret Linton said, "There is always something new to learn and see when we attend the different regions'
conferences. With a different theme each year the conferences are well worth attending."
WISB Secretary Wendy Zandonadi said that being part of Women in Sugar Burdekin and attending the annual conferences gives
the members opportunities they wouldn't otherwise have. "We have the opportunity to listen to speakers and meet people who are
the leaders in their field. We get to visit places many people don't get to visit. How good is that!"
The ladies are looking forward to the next WISA Conference to be held in Mackay in 2020. Women in Sugar Burdekin Inc meet
regularly on the second Wednesday of the month.
5

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Executive Comment
✓ Regular District Managers teleconference to discuss operational issues and provide updates from the districts. The progress

✓

✓
✓
✓

with the Federal election campaign and impact of the recent discussions around the confidentiality of BMP data were topics
of deeper discussion.
Attended Plant Health Australia Biosecurity Training Workshop in Townsville. The workshop was attended by several
industry representatives from Milling Council, milling companies, SRA, productivity services companies and
CANEGROWERS Districts.
Meeting of QFF member CEOs to set strategic priorities for QFF. Responding to water and electricity price reviews, reef
regulations, Murray Darling basin and animal activist policies have all been issues of relevance for QFF.
Guest speaker and attendance at the ASSCT Conference in Toowoomba. A presentation was provided on how
CANEGROWERS is working with growers, in line with the conference theme of Broadening our Horizons.
Attended a two-day Reef 2050 Plan Program Logic Working Group Meeting in Brisbane. The current intergovernmental
(signed by Federal and State Governments) Reef 2050 Sustainability Plan is coming to an end. A new plan is being
negotiated and it is important that it takes account of the actions growers are taking and balances their responsibilities for reef
sustainability against the broader community.

Environment
✓ In addition to negotiations on the wording of the new standard for sugarcane, that will become regulation if/when the new
Reef Bill is passed, CANEGROWERS continues to lobby the Department of Environment and Science (DES) on their twoyear timeline for growers to meet the specific requirements for nutrient management. These requirements include:
✓ an annual farm-level reconciliation (or budget) of N and P applied against the amounts of N and P recommended through
Six Easy Steps, including planning of N and P rates for all blocks for the following 12 months.
✓ analysis of opportunities (e.g. block and crop factors) to overcome yield constraints and/or modify the amounts of N and P
applied.
✓ These requirements are most easily met with a nutrient management plan, similar to those being currently offered by district
advisors with funding support from the Australian and Queensland Governments. Having such nutrient management plans in
place for all growers in every reef catchment within 2 years is not possible. Further, the requirement for each plan to then be
reviewed and updated every 12 months will place additional and unrealistic demands on district advisors.
✓ We see this causing a major headache for both growers and district service providers.

✓
✓

✓

The logistical issues have been acknowledged by DES but there has been no movement in timelines or any substantive
discussion about how this demand for assistance will be met.
The new Reef Bill includes provision to legally recognise accreditation programs, such as Smartcane BMP, as a pathway to
meeting the regulated minimum standard. CANEGROWERS met with DES staff to discuss the draft criteria for recognition,
which covered governance and data management, accreditation processes and procedures, program evaluation and review,
and documentation of the program’s ownership, operation and management.
CANEGROWERS is preparing another round of feedback to the Department of Environment and Science on the latest
version of the new minimum standard proposed for sugarcane. This will form the basis of a new regulated standard soon
after the new Reef Bill passes, assuming it does so. If a new set of regulations is inevitable, CANEGROWERS is determined
to ensure they do not compromise productivity, and that the requirements are clear and concise, so as to avoid confusion and
make for as efficient a process as possible.

Biosecurity
✓ A biosecurity training day for industry staff was held on 8 May in Townsville, hosted by Plant Health Australia (PHA), SRA

✓

✓
✓

✓

and CANEGROWERS. The participants (from grower organisations, productivity services, SRA, Biosecurity Queensland
(BQ), and the milling sector) worked through a scenario in which an exotic stem borer was found on a farm, and they had to
engage in the decisions and responses that occurred as a result.
There was plenty of discussion about how the pest incursion is reported and assessed, and how the steps of investigation,
quarantine, surveillance, and control are undertaken. The compensation scheme for growers and the cost-sharing
arrangement between government and industry was also discussed.
CANEGROWERS is the industry’s signatory to the Emergency Plant Response Deed which covers the cost-sharing
arrangement, decision-making during a pest incursion, and owner reimbursement costs.
CANEGROWERS attended the inaugural meeting of the Plant Biosecurity Liaison Group, a newly created forum for
discussing biosecurity and market access issues and involving Biosecurity Queensland, Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries and plant and associated industries. It will focus on issues common to all or most of the various plant industries
(including grain cropping, horticulture crops, cotton, sugarcane, nurseries, timber).
The group will influence policy to improve the performance of the biosecurity system, especially through advice to the new
Ministerial Advisory Committee for Queensland Biosecurity. Issues may include traceability, quarantine, surveillance,
6
movement of plants and plant products.

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Cane Burning Notice
✓ CANEGROWERS is still working with Queensland Fire and Emergency Services to finalise an improved Notice for burning of
cane for the 2019 season. It is planned that a full revision will continue for the 2020 season.

Trade
✓ CANEGROWERS responded to a draft review of India’s cane and sugar policies and assessment of a possible way forward
✓

which could be used to support the WTO actions.
Preparations for the July Global Sugar Alliance Task Group meeting.

ASSCT
✓ Atended ASSCT conference in Toowoomba. There were some good papers and presentations on EEF’s, Nitrogen and
✓
✓
✓

✓

chemicals.
Facilitated sugar Tuesday session on the adoption topic of “Wy are no brainers not adopted”.
The session heard from speakers John Pickering from Behaviour Innovation and Warwick Waters from Cotton RDC about
their insight and experience in cane and cotton.
A panel discussion with the speakers and representatives from SRA, DAF, extension and growers provided some great
questions and discussion. Take away message “finding the individual’s motivation is important, however people are irrational
so facts and reason can’t be relied upon, incentives including money are helpful but don’t always work, technology may be a
driver, however time and engagement are essential”.
The ASSCT conference in Toowoomba is considered to have been successful from an attendance and content point of view.
The change in strategic direction to include Sugar Tuesday sessions (even if some were on Wednesday) and the young
graduates and professionals forum have enhanced the conference. The next ASSCT conference will be in Bundaberg.

Water
✓ CANEGROWERS attended a DNRME forum on optimising utilisation of water allocations. Facilitated by Marsden Jacob the

✓
✓

✓
✓
✓

workshop sought to obtain feedback on why Queensland’s water resources were being underused. Deemed to be outside the
scope of activity, the price of water was not considered.
Issues identified included, amongst others:
The water allocation process – water allocations are usually set at less than 100% at the commencement of each year for
scheme management, rather than crop management reasons. Resulting in ‘water banking’. This results in users seeking
larger allocations than required to manage their supply risk.
High transaction costs – water trading costs in Queensland are high and the trading scheme is opaque.o Land use – land use
(crops under cultivation) is changing faster than regulations.
Cash flow – the billing cycle (water and electricity) is out of synchronisation with cash flow from crop sales.
CANEGROWERS provided feedback to QFF and SunWater in relation to the proposed introduction of a water access charge
in those schemes where there is not presently such a charge.

Market Update
✓ In what has become a speculators selling frenzy sugar prices moved lower during the week, with the July-19 contract settling
✓
✓

✓
✓

at US11.72c/lb.
The latest commitment of traders report showed that speculators added a further 47,000 contacts to their net short
position. That equivalent to selling more than 2.3 million tonnes of sugar, in the hope that prices will move lower.
The latest harvest report from Brazil shows that this year’s CS-Brazil harvest has been slow to start. o The cane crush is
16.5% behind last year.o With a focus on ethanol production, the sugar output is 1.04 million tonnes 32.68% behind last
year’s production at the same stage of the season.
As one commentator writes, these to pieces of news ‘confirm that the recent flat price weakness has been a 100% speculative
event, and that commercials (producers) are neither driving nor chasing the market lower’.
Reflecting the market movement, gross prices currently available are:

✓
✓
✓
✓

Season 2019: A$390/t
Season 2020: A$425/t

Season 2021: A$440/t
For daily price updates and forward price indications, please contact your preferred marketer.

NB: This update contains basic general comments only and not financial advice. Marketing and pricing decisions should not be based on these comments. Readers
should consider their own circumstances and take their own financial, legal and accounting advice as required.
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Pricing information
2018 Season Advances
Schedule
As at 30 April 2019

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun -17
19 Jul 18

65%
65%

246.26
246.26

16 Aug 18
20 Sep 18
18 Oct 18
15 Nov 18
20 Dec 18
17 Jan 19
21 Feb 19
21 Mar 19
18 Apr 19

65%
65%
70%
70%
75%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%

225.42
225.42
248.09
277.56
297.38
300.63
329.91
344.93
348.90

16 May 19

95%

364.92

20 Jun 19
July 19

97.5%
100%

374.52
384.12

Default

Confirmed
Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation
Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page
of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also
available in the Pricing & Payments section.

2018 Season Advances Schedule
As at 26 April 2019

Applicable from

Default Pools %
Rate

Default Pricing
Indicative price

60%
65%
70%
72.5%
75%
80%
82.5%
87.5%
92.5%
95%
97.5%
100%

217.95
224.97
240.34
275.23
274.82
294.43
303.88
326.19
344.83
354.63
363.96
373.30

Initial
23 Aug 18
18 Oct 18
22 Nov 18
13 Dec 18
24 Jan 19
21 Feb 19
21 Mar 19
18 Apr 19
16 May 19
20 Jun 19
July 19

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board
The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment
by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change
during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price
and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any
pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments.

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 17 May 2019
Crop Year

Indicative Price

Day Movement

2019 Season

397.21

0.59

2020 Season

432.11

0.50

2021 Season

444.97

0.89

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/
USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends

Estimated Wilmar 2018 Pool Prices
As at 30 April 2019
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)
Wilmar Production Risk Pool

$382

Wilmar Managed Pool

$355

Wilmar US Quota Pool

$664

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.
Allocation Account Amounts begin the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on
a monthly basis as actual premiums and costs are known.
Key points to note regarding the way Wilmar is reporting sugar sales into the USA:• The US Quota Pool will only include sales made against the specific Certificates of Quota
Eligibility (CQEs) allocated to Wilmar by the US Government and those which Wilmar is
entitled to market by virtue of its share of MEI/GEI marketing tonnage.
• The tonnage and net returns resulting from the US Quota CQEs purchased from other
Queensland marketers and sold onto the USA are not allocated to the US Quota Pool and will
be ascribed to the Production Risk Pool.
The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date
and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include
Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may
differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’
Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments
resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements. For more information, view the
latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

Estimated QSL 2018 Pool Prices
As at 26 April 2019
Net pool Percentage Priced
price ($/
Tonne IPS)

Sugar

Currency

QSL Harvest Pool

$368

99%

97%

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$368

100%

96%

QSL Early Start Actively
Managed Pool

$370

100%

97%

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$343

100%

100%

QSL US Quota Pool

$640

100%

85%

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$397

96%

97%

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the
QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense
of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.
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1.

Governments have an obligation to ensure people living in
country areas are equally connected to the modern
economy and are able to take advantage of the digital
innovations and opportunities it enables. Read QFF’s QCL
column HERE.

2.

Are you passionate about policy and the role it can play in
advancing agriculture? QFF is looking for a Water Policy
Adviser to join our team to advance water reforms as they
affect QFF member industries and the intensive
agricultural sector. Apply HERE.

3.

The latest Reef Alliance ‘Reliable 5’ is now available! Stay
up-to-date with the latest reef news and events including a
project collecting water quality data at the paddock and
David Attenborough's interactive journey across the reef
HERE

4.

5.

Queensland students are encouraged to sharpen their
pencils, unpack their paints and get set to enter the 2020
Farm Safety calendar competition! 12 winning entrants will
each receive a $250 voucher and $500 for their school.
Details HERE.
Volume II of The Australian Farmer is now live! Chock full
of info on agtech, automation and machinery, women in
ag, animal and plant health and much more. Read it for
free now HERE

Terry Granshaw
0437 553 149
tgranshaw@bps.net.au

Jasmine Connolly
0438 934 601
jconnolly@bps.net.au

Smartcane BMP selfassessment workshops

BMP self-assessment workshops will be held fortnightly on
Monday mornings (9 –11 am).
The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP
accreditation.
Growers who have completed the selfassessment and would like to continue on to accreditation
should also contact Terry or Jasmine.
Please RSVP to:
Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149
Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601

6.

Queensland's first May cyclone in 12 years is moving
towards the coast as a category 2 system. Tropical
Cyclone Ann is not expected to directly impact
Queensland but may bring strong winds along the coast
and increased shower and rain activity early this week.
Details HERE.

7.

Are you a farmer wanting to understand what’s really
happening on your farm? The Rural Jobs and Skills
Alliance and TAFE Queensland are holding Embracing
Digital Innovation in the Agricultural Sector workshops in
Townsville, Mackay, Emerald, Bundaberg and Dalby in
the coming months. Register now!

8.

QFF corporate partner Telstra has commissioned a
survey to understand farming challenges to help shape
and develop better Internet of Things solutions. Telstra will
donate $5 to the Salvation Army for each person who
completes the survey. Participate HERE.

IrrigWeb workshops

A new Notice is in place across large parts of regional
Australia, removing the need to apply for permits to move
many agricultural combinations on public roads. Farmers
should check the Operator’s Guide and online maps to
see whether they still require a permit to move a vehicle.

Workshops will cover: setting up a farm and paddocks;
determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation
information.

9.

10. Play the new Ride ready game for your chance to win 1 of
50 quad bike helmets! Download the Workplace Health
and Safety Queensland Ride ready game app, answer the
questions, and conquer all three challenges to be at the
top of the leader board. Hone your quad bike safety skills
HERE.

The next self-assessment workshop will be held on the
20th May

IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday
mornings (9 - 11 am).

You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet. Phones are
suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too
small for the initial setup. If you don’t have a laptop or tablet
please let us know so we can organise one.
Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079.
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Wayne Smith

General Manager

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

0428 834 802
4790 3604
4790 3602

4790 3601

Published Fortnightly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Disclaimer

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au

DIRECTORS

Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Glenn Betteridge

Glenn_betteridge@outlook.com

0407 169 273

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Kalamia

Geraldine Cantarella

geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Pioneer

Sue Wright

sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

