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CANEGROWERS Burdekin elections underway

My now members would have received their voting papers in the mail for the CANEGROWERS Burdekin 2019-2022 Director
elections. Seven nominations were received for the six positions. Voting in this election enables you to have your say who you
choose to represent you on the board.
The voting process is as per Schedule 2 of the District Constitution and it requires the formal process of a ballot, much like your
local council or state government election, to take place, and provides for the proper person to exercise their vote. I encourage
you therefore to complete the ballot paper enclosed and return to me to have your vote counted.
Instructions on how to vote have been printed on the back of the ballot, however, to recap you need to do the following:

•

Ensure the vote is completed by the member who is listed on the electoral roll.

 If you are a company, partnership, estate, joint venture – this will be the authorised representative.
•
•
•

Record your vote on the ballot paper provided
You may vote for up to, but no more than the six (6) directors required.
You must mark each box of your preferred candidate with the same type of mark. You can use numerals, ticks or crosses.

Once you have voted, fold your ballot paper and seal within the ballot paper reply paid envelope.
The last step is to ensure the member signs off on the voting declaration. The vote will be INVALID if this declaration is not
complete, or if it is signed by the wrong person. Refer to the specific instruction and detail contained on the back of the ballot
paper.
Ballots are to be received by 12th April, therefore we recommend that ballots be posted by Friday 5th April to ensure it
arrives on time.

Workshops provide valuable insight
More than fifty grower members and their advisors were in
attendance over the several workshop sessions held on Tuesday
and Wednesday.

Ex sugar trader and now Agri Solutions consultant Dougall Lodge
presented the workshops which have been produced in
conjunction with CANEGROWERS Economics Head Warren
Males.
The workshops were conducted in two different levels with the
fundamentals level focusing on building foundation knowledge of
how cane prices are set by the global sugar prices and various
other options; then the advanced level encompassed more detailed market information.
All attendees found the workshop valuable as they discovered new information and supported the continuity of the workshops and
a regular monthly update as well as insights from third party experts.
Of particular interest was the Volatility Clock that indicates the impact on pool results and prices that the typical phases of the
surplus/deficit cycle have and the usefulness this can have in optimising pricing.
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Reef bill is an alarming grab for Farmers silenced
power
in Reef
CANEGROWERS has told a Queensland Parliamentary committee that the State
regulations
Government’s proposed laws on farming in Great Barrier Reef catchments include a
massive power grab.
‘consultation’
CANEGROWERS was represented by Chairman Paul Schembri and CEO Dan
Galligan in Brisbane at Monday’s only scheduled hearing of the Innovation, Tourism
Development and Environment Committee into the Environmental Protection (Great
Barrier Reef Protection Measures) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019.
“Our submission highlights that this Bill would hand broad powers to the Department
of Environment and Science’s chief executive to change minimum cane farming
standards in any way at any time with no regard for the impacts on growers or their
communities,” Mr Galligan said after the hearing.
“There is no mechanism for challenge or review, no requirement for the changes to
be based on science or evidence.
“Essentially the government will hand bureaucrats in Brisbane the power to shift the
goal posts on cane growers again and again and again.
“This was never part of any consultations held with industry to date and puts
CANEGROWERS members in a dangerous and vulnerable position.”
Mr Schembri today told the Committee that most cane growers had been working
under reef water quality regulations since 2009 and there was no need for changes.
“We take our environmental responsibility seriously,” he said. “Australian cane
growers are recognised as world leaders in every international industry forum for
our innovation and sustainable practices – yet when we return home our credentials
are considered second-rate.”
In five years 70% of the cane industry’s land footprint has voluntarily become
involved in a program of best practice called Smartcane BMP which is supported by
the Queensland Government.
“This program is delivering environmental outcomes while also positioning us as
certified suppliers of sustainable sugar to a market that wants,” Mr Schembri said.
“We don’t need more bureaucratic interference when, as an industry, we are
achieving good progress with programs that acknowledge, respect and work with
us.
“The big risk with the government’s heavy-handed approach is that growers will
throw their hands up in the air and give up.”
Mr Schembri was one of only around six farmers in the Committee room at
Parliament House for the public hearing.
“This hearing in Brisbane was completely inadequate to explore the huge impacts
this Bill will have on farming in Queensland,” Mr Schembri said.
“Just 40 minutes of the Committee’s time had to be shared by CANEGROWERS,
AgForce and the Australian Sugar Milling Council.
“While we thank the Committee members for their interest and questions, it was
clear some of them had more to ask us when the time expired.
“This makes regional public hearings, that more farmers can attend, an absolute
priority and we urge the Committee to leave Brisbane and travel to the key farming
areas impacted by this Bill.”

The Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF)
has
questioned
the
Queensland
Government’s ability to represent all
Queenslanders after it cancelled public
hearings on the new reef catchment
regulations in the regions the legislation will
impact.
Despite being silenced in the consultation
process, the Environmental Protection (Great
Barrier Reef Protection Measures) and Other
Legislation Amendment Bill 2019 will see a
greater regulatory burden placed on
Queensland’s farmers while not guaranteeing
any benefits for the Great Barrier Reef.
QFF President Stuart Armitage said farmers
in the reef catchments affected by these
changes had a right to be heard and the
Queensland Government had a duty to listen.
“The Innovation, Tourism Development and
Environment Committee will only hold one
public hearing in Brisbane next week, but this
Bill applies to people in coastal regions
almost the entire length of the state,” Mr
Armitage said.
“QFF acknowledges the Office of the Great
Barrier Reef undertook an extended
consultation process through the Agricultural
Stakeholder Advisory Group, but some of the
more concerning elements of the proposed
regulations were included after this process.”
“Moreover, the issues raised by agricultural
stakeholders have not been reflected in the
Bill, so many have seen this process as a
‘presentation exercise’ rather than a
consultation process.”
“Clearly, the Committee would benefit from
regional hearings to engage directly with
those people the proposed regulations will
affect.”
Mr Armitage said the situation brought into
question whether the basic mechanics of our
Parliamentary process were fit for purpose.
“The committees are our ‘house of review’.
They must be able to genuinely review
legislation and put forward informed
recommendations to improve law making in
the interests of all Queenslanders,” Mr
Armitage said.

Read the CANEGROWERS submission to the Committee here.
2

Petition to register
farmer anger at
regulation

Farm groups have launched an online petition
against the Queensland Government’s tightening of
regulations on agriculture in Great Barrier Reef
catchments.
“Farmers take their environmental responsibilities
seriously,” CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul
Schembri said. “But the raft of provisions in the Bill
that’s before parliament dismisses all of the
voluntary and valuable work for improved reef water
quality underway across Queensland’s agricultural
industries.
“The #RejectTheRegs petition will give farmers,
their communities and everyone who supports
agriculture a vital voice because the Queensland
Government is refusing to hear us.
“The Parliamentary Committee’s review of the Bill
has not taken the opportunity to listen to anyone
outside of Brisbane – it has not travelled beyond
Parliament House.
“I urge every cane grower, every farmer, in
Queensland to sign this petition and encourage your
family and everyone you know to sign it also.”
The impact of Environmental Protection (Great
Barrier Reef Protection Measures) and Other
Legislation Amendment Bill will be far-reaching.
“If passed, the government will have the big brother
power to demand data on farm business
transactions and any advice given to farmers,” Mr
Schembri said. “We don’t need this sort of
interference in the day to day decisions of
Queensland farms and regional businesses.
“We already work under a raft of rules and
regulations and passing this Bill will leave us at risk
of the regulatory goal posts being shifted in any way
at any time with no regard to the impact of the
changes or any mechanism for review and appeal.
“This is an unacceptable way to treat a valuable
Queensland industry and we will make sure our
voices are heard.”
The petition can be signed here
farmers.org.au/campaign/rejecttheregs/

https://
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EEF60 Communique:
Edition 3,
March 2019
Get clicking and win
with ‘Sugar Snaps’

Budding sugarcane industry photographers are invited to share
their best pictures as part of a new competition showcasing the
beauty of the Australian sugarcane industry.
Both amateur and professional photographers are encouraged
to submit their sugarcane industry photographs to the ‘Sugar
Snaps’ competition, where they will have the chance to win
prizes and see their work published in a 2020 shed calendar.
The purpose of this competition is to highlight pictures that
illustrate the hard work, beauty, landscape and the contribution
of the Australian sugarcane industry.
Farmacist Regional Manager, Mr Jayson Dowie, said the
competition was seeking photographs capturing all aspects of
the sugar industry from people to harvesting to farming
systems to transport and milling.
“There are some amazing images out there that celebrate this
amazing industry. We would like everyone to get their cameras
or smartphones out and send us their best snaps,” Mr Dowie
said. “Through this competition, we would love to see a range
of pictures revealing the depth and breadth of the Australian
cane industry and showcase them in a sugar industry
calendar.”
SRA Executive Manager, Communications, Mr Brad Pfeffer,
said the winning entries would be featured in the 2020 shed
calendar and also be in the running for other prizes.
“The 2020 shed calendar will be produced as part of a series of
‘RP161’ Nutrient Management projects which are currently
being delivered in the Burdekin, Mackay Whitsunday and the
Herbert regions,” Mr Pfeffer said.
The RP161 Nutrient Management projects are delivered by
Farmacist, Mackay Area Productivity Services, and Herbert
Cane Productivity Services Limited (HCPSL) and funded by the
Queensland Government Reef Water Quality Program and
Australian Government Reef Trust.

Click here for the latest EEF60
Communique which is designed to
keep you updated on the latest
developments and progress of this
three-year
trial
of
enhanced
efficiency fertilisers on Queensland
cane farms.

We hope you will find this
communique useful and informative
about what’s happening and who’s
who in the EEF60 project.

National Landcare
Program: Smart
Farming Partnerships
Round 2

The National Landcare Program: Smart Farming Partnerships
Round 2 opened 19 March 2019 and will close 17 May 2019.
Smart Farming Partnerships is an open, competitive, grant
opportunity to support substantial, complex projects that are to
be delivered in consortium partnerships to trial, develop and
implement innovative tools and practices. These grants will
deliver against the Australian Government’s policy of using
innovation to cultivate more sustainable, productive and
profitable agriculture, forestry, fishing and aquaculture
industries; protect Australia’s biodiversity; protect and improve
the condition of natural resources (in particular on-farm soils,
water and vegetation); and assist Australia to meet its national
and international obligations.
Grant applications should demonstrate delivery against either
or both of the outcomes described below:
•Outcome 1 – Innovation in sustainable resource management
practice •Outcome 2 – Innovation in capacity building and
promotion of sustainable resource management practice
Grant applications are to be between $250,000 and up to $4m
GST exc. $32.6M is available for Round 2.
All details can be found here.

Entries close September 27, 2019. To submit your entry and
for more information visit, https://sugarresearch.com.au/srainformation/sugar-snaps/

WANTED
Looking for someone to plant
cane in Millaroo 4 Ha +
seedcane. Ph 47849151
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Farmers support recognition of their role in
managing the environment

The National Farmers’ Federation says a Government initiative to financially reward farmers for their role in managing the
environment was sensible and welcomed planned investment in a ‘sustainability certification’ for Australian farm products.
"Farmers are the custodians of about half of Australia’s landmass," NFF President Fiona Simson said.
"The NFF has long called for farmers to be recognised fiscally for the environmental benefits they deliver, every day on behalf of
all Australians.
"Over many years the concept has been supported, in one shape or another, by both Coalition and Labor Governments.
"We therefore support the current Government’s decision to establish a $30 million pilot Agriculture Biodiversity Stewardship
Program which will see farmers paid for improving biodiversity and for sequesting carbon."
Ms Simson said currently, farmers bore the considerable burden of protecting ‘matters of national environmental significance’ as
determined by the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, for example certain native grasses.
"By legislation farmers are compelled to carry out protective works at their own expense. A failure to protect required assets puts
farmers at risk of breaching the Act, which is by and large legislation that is poorly designed, communicated and understood."
Ms Simson said the Agriculture Biodiversity Stewardship Program would enable farmers to contribute further to positive
environmental outcomes and importantly, cash payments would provide the resources farmers needed to invest in droughtproofing measures.
"The result is a win for farmers and the environment."
Rewarding farmers for their management of the natural environment is a key element of the NFF’s plan for agriculture to achieve
farm gate output of $100 billion by 2030. The NFF 2030 Roadmap has bipartisan support.
"With our members, we are already working with a number of research programs to develop the science to underpin such a
program.
"More needs to be done and this funding will be of great assistance," Ms Simson said.
The NFF also welcomed the announcement of $4 million to investigate and develop an industry-led initiative to demonstrate, and
as appropriate, certify Australian agriculture’s sustainability credentials.
"Australian agricultural produce is renowned across the world as clean, green and safe.
"Australian farmers export 70 per cent of what we produce. We compete in a highly competitive international environment.
"A scheme that certifies and differentiates Australian agriculture from our competitors and which helps to attract a premium for our
farmers is welcomed."
Ms Simson said the NFF stood ready to provide leadership on both the Agriculture Biodiversity Stewardship Program and a
sustainability certification scheme.
"We commend the Government for progressing these important initiatives.
"Farmers’ role in protecting and managing the environment is a matter of national importance and warrants committed bi-partisan
support.
"We look forward to working with the Parliament on seeing both projects to fruition," Ms Simson said.

CANEGROWERS
members

free call

1 00 1

159

For free advice on legal
issues contact
Canegrowers’ legal advisor
Chris Cooper
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SRA welcomes Mr
Matt Schembri and
Mr Peter Verwey to
Adoption Group

SRA has appointed new staff to its Adoption
Group, marking another step forward in the
delivery of the industry-led Adoption Strategy.
Mr Matt Schembri and Mr Peter Verwey have
joined SRA as Adoption Officers, working in the
Central and Burdekin regions respectively.
SRA Executive Manager, Regional Delivery, Mr
Ian McBean, said that Matt and Peter would work
closely with SRA adoption and research staff,
growers, millers, and other service providers to
help industry improve productivity, profitability and
sustainability. The Adoption Group provides a vital
conduit between research and growers and
millers, assisting industry to adopt practices and
technology that improve their bottom line.

March 2019 edition of Prime
Focus
The latest edition of QRIDA’s newsletter Prime Focus is now available.
The edition’s feature stories include:

•

Over $20 million in grants paid to flood
affected producers Read about the Disaster Recovery Assistance available for those
impacted by the recent North Queensland
flooding disaster.

•

From the CEO's desk
CEO, Cameron MacMillan gives an update
on our response to the North Queensland
flooding as well as comments on our clients'
use of First Start and Sustainability Loans.

Click here to read the newsletter.

Matt Schembri comes to the role from recent work
with Natural Resource Management (NRM)
organisations in Central Queensland, working with
farmers and graziers on Best Management
Practice (BMP) programs and practice change. He
is a former Research Engineer with the Sugar
Research Institute and also has 10 years of
experience growing sugarcane.
Peter Verwey comes to the role from work within
agriculture in the Murray-Darling Basin, in
particular working with farmers on irrigation
infrastructure system upgrades. He is experienced
in agricultural extension through BMP programs
such as the cotton industry’s myBMP. He has also
worked in North and Central Queensland in
previous roles.
“Matt and Peter offer valuable skills and
knowledge for the Australian sugarcane industry,”
Mr McBean said. “They are looking forward to
working with the local industry in their regions and
delivering outcomes for growers and millers.”
Mr McBean added that SRA was well-advanced in
delivering the industry-wide strategy for adoption
services.
“Our SRA Regional Coordinators have established
regional adoption advisory committees in each of
the six regions to formulate and discuss local
priorities. We are also soon to have our first
meeting of the Industry Adoption Advisory
Committee. Through this industry consultation, we
will resource adoption activities that best fit the
requirements of the region.”
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Executive Comment
✓

Attended the Thai-Australia Sugar Industry Dialogue in Chiang Rai, Thailand. CANEGROWERS presented on our industry outlook, World
Trade Organisation – trade policy issues, research and development initiatives and sustainable sugar supply chain work.

✓
✓
✓
✓

Preparation for presentation to the State Parliamentary Committee inquiring into the Reef Regulations Bill.

✓

ASA Trade Committee Meeting – focused on preparations to support the World Trade Organisation case against India, preparations for the
Thai – Australia dialogue and trade strategy review.

✓

CANEGROWERS hosted a meeting in Brisbane with Senator Simon Birmingham (Trade Minister) and Susan McDonald (LNP Senate
candidate) where trade was the focus of discussions.

AustSafe Super Board meeting.
Meeting with the General Manager – Growth & Development of SunSuper in preparation for the execution of the AustSafe Super transfer.
Australian Sugar Industry Alliance (ASA) Board Meeting – focused on progress with social licence to operate project and preparation for the
ISO Conference in July.

CSIRO Nitrogen Insurance Project
✓

Meeting with QFF, CSIRO and Willis Towers Watson on an update on a Nitrogen insurance project being managed by CSIRO.

Sustainable Sugar
✓

Meeting with QSL to discuss sustainable sugar needs for the Queensland industry and to respond to requests being made to QSL by buyers
of sugar.

✓
✓

Video conference with Czarnikow and AB Sustain to discuss the further alignment of Smartcane BMP and Czarnikow’s Vive program.
Smartcane BMP will provide examples of evidence such as nutrient management plans and chemical record keeping to support the Vive
sustainable sugar claims.

Biosecurity Queensland
✓

Phone conference with other agriculture organisations and Biosecurity Queensland on their Biosecurity planning and strategy.

PHA
✓

PHA phone conference with SRA to discuss and finalise the upcoming EPPRD training session in Townsville in May.

2,4-D
✓

Meeting with the CEO from Aerial Applicators Association of Australia (AAAA) to discuss 2,4-D, spray drift and aerial application of
herbicides.

Reef
✓
✓

Phone conference with QFF on the Reef Alliance Project internal evaluation conducted by Jeff Coutts.
CANEGROWERS made a submission to the Innovation, Tourism Development and Environment Committee in relation to the Environmental
Protection (Great Barrier Reef Protection Measures) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019. This was done with input from District
CANEGROWERS organisations and following liaison with ASMC, AgForce and QFF. We urged the Committee to act on a number of
recommendations to address serious flaws in the Bill.

GBRF
✓

Discussions with GBRF and Behaviour Innovation to finalise contracting for funding from GBRF for the Cane Changer program.

Queensland Ministerial Freight Council – Operating Industry Sub-Committee (OISC)
✓

CANEGROWERS attended the OISC meeting. The main issues of interest to agriculture were:

✓

Primary Production Concessional Registration where clarity was sought for the legality of transporting goods for inter-connected family
businesses.

✓

National Class 1 Agricultural Notice which Transport and Main Roads reported as being close to finalisation from their perspective.

Agricultural Electrical Risk Forum
✓

CANEGROWERS attended the above forum. Five people have lost their lives to electrical incidents on Queensland farms over the last three
years, with over 50% of the hospitalisations for electrical related injuries coming from regional or remote locations. The objective of the forum
was to discuss why these electrical incidents continue to happen and what can be done to prevent them. Simple actions to improve safety
were:

✓
✓

Moving irrigation pipes, machinery and other large items away from overhead electricity lines.
Asking Ergon Energy for free safety advice about electricity lines and poles on the farm. Ergon Energy can provide free ‘Look up and live’
advice and products, prices for line markers and their installation, advice on painting power poles and stays, and property maps showing
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
electrical infrastructure.

✓
✓
✓

Checking electrical equipment before use and disposing of defective items.
Checking power cords and where there are signs of damage, disposing of them after cutting off the plug.
Employing an electrician to inspect their home and farm and asking them to install safety switches on all circuits.

Rural RD&E - industry positioning discussion
✓

CANEGROWERS participated in a National Farmers Federation hook-up to discuss and industry position on the EY report Agricultural
Innovation — A National Approach to Grow Australia’s Future. The full report is expected to be released in the next week.

✓

Overall the report recommendations provided in the summary were considered positive, however there could be issues with funding which
may affect SRA and these needed to be clarified.

Cane Burning
✓

A final consultation workshop to review the Commissioners Notice which allows cane burning without a permit was held in Rocky Point.

Smartcane BMP
✓

Met with QSL to report progress in aligning BMP with sustainable sugar standards of Coca-Cola and those of international standards such as
Proterra and Vive.

✓

Discussions with the Board of CANEGROWERS Cairns Region on Smartcane BMP, the proposed new Reef Bill, and the new regulations
which will follow the passing of this Bill. The same topics were also the focus of meetings with growers in the Mulgrave and Babinda districts.

✓

Discussions with Herbert growers around Smartcane BMP, and how their nutrient management may be compromised by the requirements of
both existing regulations and the proposed new regulations.

✓

Met with Tim Farry of Biosecurity Queensland regarding his project work on invasive ants, and the potential for CANEGROWERS and BMP to
assist with increasing awareness of the threat and the resources available to manage any outbreaks. Working through QATC, BQ will
support grower training in chemical use, and this will include a component that covers the threat of invasive ants. We may be asked to inform
QATC of districts with demand/need for training in the chemical use competencies.

✓

Meeting with staff from the Paddock to Reef program to discuss the use of BMP practice data to better inform practice standards and practice
changes in each district. The process for prioritising and providing deidentified data (where the grower has provided permission to do so) was
agreed.

Thai-Australia Sugar Industry Dialogue
✓

CANEGROWERS participated in the 10th Thai-Australia Sugar Industry Dialogue held in Chiang Rai, Thailand. The impact of low world sugar
prices flowing from India’s sugar subsidies were the focal point of discussions.

✓
✓
✓

✓

Australian industry representatives were joined by the Deputy Head of Mission and First Secretary (Trade) from Australia’s Embassy in
Thailand.

During the meeting Thai officials announced that Thailand was seeking to join Australia, Brazil and Guatemala in consultations in the WTO
India in relation to its excessive sugar subsidies.

✓
✓

The 28 strong Thai delegation included officials from the Thai government’s Department of Trade Negotiations.

Separately the EU and Costa Rica have also sought to join the consultations.

In 2017/18, 134.98 million tonnes of cane was cut in Thailand to a produce 14.7 million tonnes of sugar due to the supportive weather. 2018
was a dry year in Thailand and the 2018/19 harvest which is currently drawing to a close is expected to see the cane harvest fall to an
estimated 126-128 million tonnes. The Thai delegates expect that approximately 13 million tonnes of sugar will be made, around half of which
will be raw sugar and half white sugar.
Other agenda items included:

✓

Market developments in both ethanol and cogeneration.

✓
✓

Research and development

✓
✓

It is clear that the Thai industry enjoys a more supportive regulatory structure for these products than the Australian industry.
Besides variety development, sugarcane white leaf disease and pest control are the focal points of their cane R&D activities.

Sugar health and nutrition

✓

Thailand introduced a sugar tax on sweetened beverages on 16 September 2017. The tax is based on the quantity of sugar in the
beverage and commences when the concentration of sugar exceeds 6 grams/ 100 ml.

✓

The rate of tax increases as the concentration of sugar increases and increases on 1 October 2019, 1 October 2021 and 1 October
2024.
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Pricing information
201 Season Advances
Schedule
As at 2 February 2019

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun -17
19 Jul 18

65%
65%

246.26
246.26

16 Aug 18
20 Sep 18
18 Oct 18
15 Nov 18
20 Dec 18
17 Jan 19
21 Feb 19
21 Mar 19
18 Apr 19

65%
65%
70%
70%
75%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%

225.42
225.42
248.09
277.56
297.38
300.63
329.91
344.93
354.79

16 May 19

95%

374.50

20 Jun 19
July 19

97.5%
100%

384.35
394.21

Default

Confirmed
Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation
Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page
of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also
available in the Pricing & Payments section.

201 Season Advances Schedule
As at 22 February 2019

Applicable from

Default Pools %
Rate

Default Pricing
Indicative price

60%
65%
70%
72.5%
75%
80%
82.5%
87.5%
90%
92.5%
95%
100%

217.95
224.97
240.34
275.23
274.82
294.43
303.88
327.54
336.89
346.25
355.61
374.33

Initial
23 Aug 18
18 Oct 18
22 Nov 18
13 Dec 18
24 Jan 19
21 Feb 19
21 Mar 19
18 Apr 19
16 May 19
20 Jun 19
July 19

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board
The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment
by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change
during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price
and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any
pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments.

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 29 March 2019
Crop Year

Indicative Price

Movement

2019 Season

409.20

-0.84

2020 Season

436.17

-1.70

2021 Season

446.63

-3.23

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/
USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends

Estimated Wilmar 201 Pool Prices
As at 2 February 2019
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)
Wilmar Production Risk Pool

$389

Wilmar Managed Pool

$361

Wilmar US Quota Pool

$662

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.
Allocation Account Amounts begin the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on
a monthly basis as actual premiums and costs are known.
Key points to note regarding the way Wilmar is reporting sugar sales into the USA:• The US Quota Pool will only include sales made against the specific Certificates of Quota
Eligibility (CQEs) allocated to Wilmar by the US Government and those which Wilmar is
entitled to market by virtue of its share of MEI/GEI marketing tonnage.
• The tonnage and net returns resulting from the US Quota CQEs purchased from other
Queensland marketers and sold onto the USA are not allocated to the US Quota Pool and will
be ascribed to the Production Risk Pool.
The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date
and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include
Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may
differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’
Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments
resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements. For more information, view the
latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

Estimated QSL 201 Pool Prices
As at 22 February 2019
Net pool Percentage Priced
price ($/
Tonne IPS)

Sugar

Currency

QSL Harvest Pool

$369

93%

90%

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$368

97%

93%

QSL Early Start Actively
Managed Pool

$369

97%

95%

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$343

100%

100%

QSL US Quota Pool

$636

100%

82%

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$397

87%

97%

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the
QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense
of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.
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1.

QFF has questioned the Queensland Government’s ability
to represent all Queenslanders after it cancelled public
hearings on the new reef catchment regulations in the
regions the legislation will impact. Read the media release
HERE.

2.

Farmers continue to see opportunities in the renewable
energy sector - all that is needed now is for the regulatory
and policy setting to be an enabler and not a constrainer.
Read QFF’s QCL column HERE.

3.

The latest Reef Alliance ‘Reliable 5’ is now available! Stay
up-to-date with the latest reef news and events including
the recipients of reef water quality grants and a project to
compost problem weeds for use on farm HERE.

Terry Granshaw
0437 553 149
tgranshaw@bps.net.au

Jasmine Connolly
0438 934 601
jconnolly@bps.net.au

Smartcane BMP selfassessment workshops

BMP self-assessment workshops will be held fortnightly on
Monday mornings (9 –11 am).

4.

Grants between $250,000 and $4 million are now
available for farmers to fund substantial projects that
improve the sustainability of Australian agriculture. For
more information or to apply for a Smart Farming
Partnership grant click HERE.

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP
accreditation.
Growers who have completed the selfassessment and would like to continue on to accreditation
should also contact Terry or Jasmine.

5.

The Bureau of Meteorology has revised its ENSO Outlook
to "El Niño Alert" meaning the chance of an El Niño
forming during Autumn is now 70 per cent or roughly three
times the normal risk. Check out the Farmer Disaster
Support website HERE for more information.

Please RSVP to:
Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149
Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601

6.

QFF will partner with the Great Barrier Reef Foundation to
deliver two new water quality projects that will support the
efforts of farmers and others working with the agricultural
sector to safeguard the future of the Reef. QFF’s media
statement HERE.

7.

Regulation is a high cost, simplistic instrument that
supports minimum standards of compliance at the
expense of true practice change. It does not encourage a
culture of innovation and excellence, which for the Reef’s
sake, is what we need. Read QFF's QCL column HERE.

8.

9.

Are you passionate about policy and the role it can play in
advancing agriculture? QFF is looking for a Water Policy
Adviser to join our team to advance water reforms as they
affect QFF member industries and the intensive
agricultural sector. Apply HERE.
Congratulations
to
QFF
industry
member
CANEGROWERS who recently won the Excellence in
Sugarcane Sustainability Communications Award at the
2019 Bonsucro Inspire Awards for their Cane to Coast
feature which shares stories about their dedicated and
innovative members.

10. The state government has released the Queensland
Freight Strategy – Advancing Freight in Queensland which
sets a vision for Queensland’s freight system, guiding
policy, planning and investment decision making for the
next ten years. Read the Strategy HERE.

IrrigWeb workshops

IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday
mornings (9 - 11 am).
Workshops will cover: setting up a farm and paddocks;
determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation
information.
You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet. Phones are
suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too
small for the initial setup. If you don’t have a laptop or tablet
please let us know so we can organise one.
Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079.
BMP

IrrigWeb

8-Apr

11-Apr

Easter Monday

Anzac day

6-May

9-May
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Wayne Smith

General Manager

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

0428 834 802
4790 3604
4790 3602

4790 3601

Published Fortnightly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Disclaimer

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au

DIRECTORS

Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Kalamia

Geraldine Cantarella

geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Pioneer

Sue Wright

sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

