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Primary Producer Recovery Grants

QRIDA Regional Manager Peter Crowley visited the office on Thursday to brief CBL staff on
the Primary Producer Recovery Grants and application process that is being administered
by QRIDA.
The grants are being made available to affected primary producers under the joint
Commonwealth-Queensland Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA) up to
$75,000.
If your primary production enterprise suffered direct damage as a result of the North and Far
North Queensland Monsoon Trough, grants are available from QRIDA to assist your
enterprise pay for costs of clean-up and reinstatement.
To be eligible for assistance you must own a primary production enterprise located in one of
the ‘defined disaster areas’ for the relevant disaster; the Burdekin Shire is within the defined
disaster area.

Peter Crowley QRIDA Regional
Manager updated CBL staff on the
disaster recovery grants

The assistance enables you to pay for costs associated with cleaning and reinstatement activities.
Examples of eligible activities:








hiring or leasing equipment or materials to; clean premises, property or equipment or to immediately resume farming activities
removing and disposing of debris, damaged goods and materials
repairing or replacing fencing on the property
purchasing fodder or salvaging crops or feed for stock
repairing or reconditioning essential plant or equipment
paying additional wages to an employee to assist with clean-up work

Crop loss or stunted growth/yield loss are NOT eligible.
However if you have experienced crop loss or yield loss it is likely that you have been impacted on your farm in another way that
will deem you eligible. A few Examples are:

 Washouts on headlands/roads
 Washouts in paddocks – laser levelling required
 Infrastructure damage – pumps underwater, tractors flooded etc
It is recommended that you take photos of the damage before commencing clean up.
The closing date for applications is 9 August 2019 .
The guidelines and grant application can be accessed by clicking here.
Should any grower have any queries in relation to the Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements 2019 please contact QRIDA on
Freecall 1800 623 946.
All CANEGROWERS Burdekin staff are available to assist growers with applications.
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Disaster recovery assistance activated

Disaster recovery grants have been activated for eligible primary producers in seven local government areas (LGAs) impacted by
the North and Far North Queensland Monsoon Trough, 25 January – 10 February 2019 event.
Affected cane growers and other primary producers in the Douglas, Hinchinbrook, Burdekin and Townsville LGAs will be eligible
for grants of up to $75,000 as well as other assistance to aid with recovery under the Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements
(DRFA) Category B and C assistance package. The assistance package also covers the primary producers in the non-cane
growing regions of Cloncurry, McKinlay and Richmond.
There is also a range financial assistance available for individuals and families who have been adversely impacted by this flooding
event.
Assistance for primary producers includes:
Special Disaster Assistance Recovery Grants - Primary Producers (up to $75,000)
These are grants for primary producers who have suffered direct damage. Grants are aimed at covering the cost of clean-up and
reinstatement. Grants are not designed to provide for compensation for losses. Be sure to take photos of the damage.
For further information contact the Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority on 1800 623 946 or visit
www.qrida.qld.gov.au
Assistance for individuals includes:
1. A Personal Hardship Assistance Scheme offering one-off financial assistance to eligible persons has also been activated.
Included in this scheme are:

•

Emergency Hardship Assistance Grant – this is a one-off payment of $180 per person, up to a maximum of $900 per family,
designed to help people meet their immediate essential needs for food, clothing, medical supplies or temporary
accommodation.

•

Essential Services Hardship Assistance – this is a one-off payment of $150 per person, up to a maximum of $750 per family,
designed to help eligible people meet their immediate needs where they have experienced the loss of 1 or more essential
services for more than 5 days. The grant is available for 7 days following the activation of the grant in your area.

•

Essential Household Contents Grant – this grant provides a contribution towards replacing or repairing essential household
contents, such as beds, linen and whitegoods that have been lost or damaged. Grants of up to $1,765 for single adults and
up to $5,300 for couples/families are available.

•

Structural Assistance Grant – this grant provides a contribution towards repairs or replacement of a dwelling damaged by an
eligible disaster, to return it to a safe, habitable and secure condition. Grants of up to $10,995 for single adults and up to
$14,685 for couples/families are available.

2. Australian Government Disaster Recovery Payment: This is a one-off payment of up to $1000 per adult and $400 per child
for people who have been affected by flood and storm-damage.
3. Australian Government Disaster Recovery Allowance: This is a short-term payment to help people who have suffered a
loss of income as a result of the Far North Queensland floods. Eligible applicants can access the allowance for a maximum of 13
weeks.
For further information contact the Department of Communities, Disability Services and Seniors on 1800 173 349 or visit https://
www.qld.gov.au/community/disasters-emergencies
Additional assistance for primary producers:
1. Disaster Assistance (Primary Producers) Loans
These are concessional interest rate loans designed to assist primary producers whose assets have been significantly damaged
by an eligible disaster, to recover and return to viable operations
For further information contact Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority on: 1800 623 946 or www.qrida.qld.gov.au

Continues next page
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Disaster recovery
assistance activated
continued

2. Disaster Assistance (Essential Working Capital) Loans
Scheme for Primary Producers
These are concessional interest rate loans available to primary
producers who have suffered a significant loss of income as a
result of an eligible disaster by providing the essential working
capital required to continue business operations.
For further information contact Queensland Rural and Industry
Development
Authority
on
1800
623
946
or
www.qrida.qld.gov.au
3. Freight Subsidies for Primary Producers
To assist impacted primary producers with the transport of
livestock, fodder or water for livestock, building, fencing
equipment or machinery to the primary producer’s home
property.

Mill Performance –
Benchmark Dry
Crushing Period 2018
Payment

Grower members who are a party to the CANEGROWERS
Burdekin Collective Cane Supply Agreement will qualify for a
payment from Wilmar due to the Benchmark Dry Crushing
Period for the 2018 crop not being achieved.
The first tranche representing 85% of the calculated amount
will be paid to grower members in next week’s Cane Pay with
the balance due in the final payment in July.
The Benchmark is designed to encourage growers to maintain
their Contract Area and Cane yields in order to deliver a Crop
to the Mill Owner that supports the maintenance of District
crushing capacity at or above the levels applicable at the
commencement of this Agreement; and the Mill Owner to
achieve a transport and crushing performance that enables the
Crushing Season to be completed within a reasonable
timeframe.

For further information contact the Department of Agriculture
and Fisheries on 3224 8832 or www.daf.qld.gov.au

Irrigation Pricing
Review 2020-24: QCA
Burdekin-Haughton
workshop new date
set

On 29 October 2018, the Queensland Competition Authority
received a referral notice from the Treasurer and Minister
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships
directing QCA to investigate pricing practices relating to the
monopoly business activities of SunWater undertaken for
irrigation services. The key objective of the investigation is
to recommend irrigation prices for the period 1 July 2020 to
30 June 2024.

CANEGROWERS
Burdekin Members
receive a 6%
discount

QCA is conducting regional workshops on the 2020-24
irrigation pricing review. The workshop for the Burdekin
Haughton Scheme that was to be held in early February
was postponed.
The new date for the Burdekin Haughton Scheme workshop
to be held in Clare is Tuesday 19th February commencing
at 2PM. Please make a note of the date and register if you
plan to attend.
If you are interested in attending the Burdekin workshop,
please register here.
The QCA has extended the submission deadline on
SunWater’s and Seqwater's submissions and the targeted
consultation paper on apportioning dam safety upgrade
costs to 8 March 2019.
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North Queensland Monsoon Trough - Giru
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International
Women’s Day
Morning Tea

Climate outlook for
Northern Australia

Women in Sugar Burdekin are hosting a morning tea
for international women’s day on Friday 8th March,
9am at the CANEGROWERS Building, 141 Young
Street, Ayr.
Come and celebrate the day with a morning tea and
guest speaker.
To register your attendance please
womeninsugarburdekin@hotmail.com

email

Women in Sugar Burdekin is a group of women who
meet regularly to increase their knowledge of the local
agricultural industry. It provides a network of support
for all women involved in the Sugar Cane community.
They meet the second Wednesday of every month,
and encourage interested women to come along. The
meetings provide a fun and friendly environment
where questions are encouraged, information is
shared and opinions valued.
For more information on Women In Sugar they can be
contacted at womeninsugarburdekin@hotmail.com

Professor Roger Stone and Dr Chelsea Jarvis have provided the
following overview. Click here for the full report.
Rainfall: In terms of three-month total rainfall, our key forecast system
utilising SOI phases suggests a continuation of seasonally averaged
falls over most of Queensland but not the Top End of NT. However,
there are higher probability values in Gulf County districts. Note that
these forecasts are for three-month totals, not daily or weekly totals.
Meanwhile, Bureau of Meteorology ACCESS model suggests below
median rainfall for the region between approx. Charters Towers and
Kingaroy in QLD and all of northern Western Australia. UK Met Office
and ECMWF seasonal forecasts for northern Australia are also shown
in the accompanying maps.
The Australian and international long-term dynamic climate models
that focus on forecasting central Pacific sea surface temperatures are
continuing to predict further development and ‘coupling’ of an Niño
system within the next few months (February to April 2019). Over the
past 3 to 6 months this El Niño development pattern has only been
apparent in sea-surface temperatures while the atmosphere has
remained fairly neutral.
Consequently, most rainfall forecasts for northern Australia, especially
north east Australia, currently indicate varying probability values of
exceeding the respective long-term median rainfall. The SOI has
fallen during January and the SOI phase-based forecast is indicating
close to average rainfall for the three-month period, relative to this
time of the year.
The average Southern Oscillation Index (SOI) value for the month of
January was close to minus 2.2 (-2.2).

Figure 1: Using the SOI phase system, the ‘probability of exceeding
median rainfall’ values for Australia for the overall period February to
April 2019 based on ‘rapidly falling’ SOI pattern during December and
January. Regions shaded blue have a 60%-70% probability of
exceeding median rainfall values. Regions shaded darker grey have a
50%-60% probability of exceeding median rainfall values and regions
shaded lighter grey have a 40% to 50% probability of exceeding
median rainfall values. Regions shaded yellow have a 30%-40%
probability of exceeding median rainfall values relative to this period.
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QFF welcomes
Banking Royal
Commission
recommendations

The Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) has
welcomed the Australian Government’s commitment
to establish a National Farm Debt Mediation Scheme
following recommendations made by the Banking
Royal Commission released yesterday.
The government has also agreed to recommendations
made by Royal Commissioner Justice Kenneth Hayne
to have 'specialised' agricultural bankers manage
distressed farm loans, prevent banks charging default
interest during drought or natural disasters and only
appoint receivers as a remedy of last resort.
QFF President Stuart Armitage said the government’s
commitment to act on the recommendations made by
the Royal Commission was a positive step in
improving financial services for Queensland farmers.
“Following continued advocacy by QFF, the
Queensland Government legislated to create a state
Farm Debt Mediation Scheme, recognising the
unequal playing field for farmers when negotiating with
the big banks,” Mr Armitage said.
“Prior to this, QFF facilitated a voluntary debt
mediation system – the Queensland Farm Finance
Strategy – on a pro bono basis for 20 years.
Legislating and properly resourcing a state
arrangement was the logical step towards nationally
consistent farm debt monitoring and mediation
processes.”
“Bankers move around and modern farming
businesses operate across state borders, so a
nationally consistent approach to this issue that takes
the best elements from each jurisdiction is likely to see
a greater chance of fair and equitable outcomes being
reached.”
“The requirement that banks not charge default
interest on agricultural loans where a national disaster
has been declared is timely as many farmers are
dealing with drought across 58 per cent of the state
and flooding rains in the north.”
In addition, the Australian Financial Complaints
Authority (ACFA) will now allow aggrieved farmers
seek redress from the banks for incidents stretching
back to 1 January 2008. Normally the right to seek
redress would end after six years.
“Farmers have 12 months to lodge complaints seeking
justice for incidents which occurred between 2008 and
2012. The maximum compensation farmers are able
to be seek through ACFA is $2 million,” Mr Armitage
said.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Executive Comment
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

✓

Regular monthly District Managers teleconference.
Meeting with Dept of Agriculture & Fisheries regarding the Advance QLD Program.
Teleconference regarding Indian sugar subsidies.
Policy Council teleconference to provide an update on Code of Conduct developments.
QCGO Audit Risk and Compliance Committee meeting prior to the Board meeting.
QCGO Board Meeting was held on 6 February.
The QCGO Chairman and CEO met with Joel Fitzgibbon MP and updated him on industry issues.
Attended the Rural Press Club Lunch where Minister Fitzgibbon was the guest speaker.
Catch up with Greg Beashel from QSL.
Meeting with SRA and ASMC to discuss various industry matters.
Attended Project Catalyst and sustainable sugar industry workshop in Sydney with Coca-Cola who has been supporting
Project Catalyst for 10years and is now working with the growers and project partner WWF to design the next phase.
AustSafe Insurance Management & Claims Committee meeting.
Attended 2019 Rural Press Club Program Launch. The Launch included an insightful presentation about the year ahead
politically as we head into a federal election, provided by former Federal MPs and SAS Group Directors, the Hon. Larry
Anthony and the Hon. Bernie Ripoll, together with Renee Viellaris, The Courier Mail’s Federal Political Editor.
Ongoing work on Social License to Operate and meetings with ASMC and Sugar Australia to determine how we collaborate
on sugar and nutrition issues particularly in the lead up to a national summit scheduled for mid-February.

NFF
✓
✓

Attended NFF Sustainable Development Committee in Canberra.
Agenda topics included NFF climate change policy; natural capital discussion which looks to leverage value and payment
mechanisms for management practices on the land that farmers manage; upcoming election policy which is based on NFF
2030 Roadmap; discussion on the Sustainable Development Committee work plan.

Sustainable Sugar
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Follow up with Bonsucro on the benchmarking and endorsement work between Smartcane BMP and Bonsucro and the
upcoming Bonsucro conference to be held in Thailand in March.
Follow up with Czarnikow on the benchmarking work between Vive and Smartcane BMP.
Follow up with ProTerra on the benchmarking work between the ProTerra standard and Smartcane BMP.
Follow up with Coca Cola on Smartcane BMP accredited sugar to meet their sustainability needs for sustainably sourced
sugar.
Follow up with Coca Cola in recent meeting in Sydney in Project Catalyst.

Membership Engagement
✓
✓

Discussion with Policy Unit team on impacts on flooding in Burdekin, Herbert River and Mossman
Follow up calls from growers on flood damage to creeks and local drainage infrastructure.

Reef Regulations
✓
✓

✓
✓
✓

Discussion with DES and OGBR on reef regulations including proposed timing for introduction of Bill to parliament and
engagement in the upcoming cane working group meeting.
CANEGROWERS organised a meeting with ASMC and ACFA to discuss and agree on an industry position for reef
regulations. CANEGROWERS has an endorsed position on reef regulations, however the Queensland sugarcane industry
needs a united which should then be referred to at all meetings, consultation and industry communications around reef
regulations.
The position should also be provided to industry extension, NRM, working groups such as WTSIP and stakeholders so a
united and consistent position is promoted across the industry.
CANEGROWERS, ACFA and ASMC have agreed to work together on this and will review the current regulations and meet
again in the next 1 to 2 weeks.
A specific Reef Regulation Information update is being finalised to provide a more detailed briefing on the proposal by the
Queensland Government.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Reef
✓
✓
✓

Discussion with QFF team on milestone reporting for Reef Alliance Project.
Follow up discussions with QFF on funding proposal for GBRF funding.
Drafting of final milestone report for Reef Programme funding.

Biosecurity, Pests and Chemicals
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Follow up discussions with PHA, DAF and Biosecurity Queensland on Red Witchweed eradication and funding options.
Discussion with SRA for upcoming Biosecurity training to be held in Townsville in May.
Discussion with SRA on Soldier Fly management and options for chemical control.
Discussion on rat management and damage mitigation permits.
Discussion on 2,4-D spray drift and preparation for upcoming National Working Party On Pesticide Application (NWPPA)
meeting to be held in Canberra on 15 March 2019.

Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) R&D investment Panel
✓

CANEGROWERS was part of a DAF panel to advise on the RD&E investment in SRA projects. The final decision is made by
DAF.

Rural Jobs and Skills Alliance (RJSA)
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

CANEGROWERS is a member of the RJSA and the following issues were discussed:
The development of an RJSA project for a TAFE training course on the Emerging Digital Disruption in the Agriculture Sector
Project.
The Regional Skills Investment Strategy and Rural Support Training Program which was mainly operating through local
governments and aimed at regions severely affected by drought.
An RJSA proposal for schools/Industry partnerships to connect the worlds of agriculture, learning and work in Queensland.
The Agriculture Extension Work Placement Program which selects six graduates and provides them with a traineeship in
extension type organisations. Four of these are sugarcane related organisations SRA, 2 Productivity Services and a firm of
consultants.

Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (formerly known as NDRAA)
✓
✓
✓
✓

CANEGROWERS has attended two Agricultural Coordination Group meetings for the North Queensland weather event and
provided the sugarcane industry updates.
The relief measures were declared rapidly to Category D with the severity of the disaster being clearly apparent.
This mean a range of hardship assistance for individuals and lower interest loans and a grant of up to $75,000 for primary
producers.
There may be additional benefits in Category D which are not currently known.

Electricity
✓

CANEGROWERS participated in Energy Queensland’s (EQ) Regulatory Proposals and Tariff Structure Statements (RP-TSS)
Working Group Forum in which Energy Queensland provided a high level overview of the submission it made to the Australian
Energy Regulator on the future structure of network tariffs in Queensland. Unfortunately, EQ provided on detail on whether its
future network tariffs would support irrigation tariffs or on what the level of re network tariffs might be.

Economics and Trade Committee
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

CANEGROWERS Economics and Trade Committee held its last meeting of the present Policy Council. Key issues on the
agenda included:
Trade – updating the possible challenge in the WTO against India’s sugar subsidies and preparations for the forthcoming ASA
trade strategy review
Marketing – the government’s announced continuation of the sugar Code and progress on implementation of
CANEGROWERS marketing information service
Water – QCA’s irrigation water pricing review
Electricity – the EQ submission to AER and control load trial
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
✓

Reviewing its activities over the past three years, the Committee noted that while there remains a significant amount of work
in progress, a lot had been achieved in the past three years including: implementation of grower choice in marketing,
implementation and review of the sugar Code of Conduct, success in electricity tariffs for irrigation being extended and price
increases moderated the ACCC has reflected CANEGROWERS arguments in its electricity report, access to Indonesia for
Australian raw sugar had been restored, the terms of access to Japan for Australian sugar has been improved and Indian
sugar subsidies are under close scrutiny.

NFF Trade Committee
✓

Participating in the NFF Trade Committee meeting, CANEGROWERS ensures NFF fully reflects sugar issues in its advocacy
on trade issues.

Transport
✓
✓

CANEGROWERS attended a meeting of the NFF transport sub-committee to discuss the latest version (24/01/19) of the
Class 1 Agricultural Vehicle National Notice and Guideline.
The towed mass ratio and cane harvester rear overhang are issues still to be clarified.

Project Catalyst
✓

CANEGROWERS attended a Project Catalyst workshop in Sydney with sugar industry stakeholders to discuss what Project
Catalyst looks like into the future. Coca Cola South Pacific (CCSP) and WWF-Australia were interested to identify ways to
accelerate the adoption of best practices, including those evaluated by Project Catalyst, and increase the number of growers
using the outputs.

Trade
✓
✓

✓
✓
✓

CANEGROWERS managed a Global Sugar Alliance Task group teleconference in relation to India’s sugar subsidies. Key
points:
Brazil’s trade lawyers Sidley Austin are continuing to prepare the consultation documents to commence formal consultations
with India, the first stage in the WTO dispute settlement process. The target completion date for this work is the first week in
February.
While the Australian government is yet to formally decide to join, preparatory work is continuing with CANEGROWERS full
support. A formal decision is expected mid-February.
Guatemala has engaged the Advisory Centre on WTO Law to assist its preparations and is expected to join the case.
The Thai industry is fully supportive. A formal Thai government decision is likely to be delayed until after the 24 March Thai
election. CANEGROWERS has briefed the Thai Trade Centre (Sydney) on the case. They have undertaken to inform the
Thai Department of Trade Negotiation, Ministry of Commerce.

Water
✓

The QCA irrigation price review 2020-24 is underway, CANEGROWERS participated in the first QCA workshop with further
workshops planned across a number of districts over coming weeks.o The consultations are being held ahead of the 22
February deadline for submissions. Key issues include the level of the new water prices, the associated tariff structures (fixed
and variable), the treatment of electricity and the impact of a new price path on affordability for irrigators and their local
communities.

CANEGROWERS
members

free call

1800 177 159

For free advice on legal
issues contact
Canegrowers’ legal advisor
Chris Cooper
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Pricing information
2018 Season Advances
Schedule
As at 31 January 2019

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun -17
19 Jul 18

65%
65%

246.26
246.26

16 Aug 18
20 Sep 18
18 Oct 18
15 Nov 18
20 Dec 18
17 Jan 19
21 Feb 19
21 Mar 19
18 Apr 19

65%
65%
70%
70%
75%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%

225.42
225.42
248.09
277.56
297.38
300.63
329.91
339.61
349.31

16 May 19

95%

368.72

20 Jun 19
July 19

97.5%
100%

378.42
388.13

Default

Confirmed
Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation
Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page
of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also
available in the Pricing & Payments section.

2018 Season Advances Schedule
As at 25 January 2019

Applicable from

Default Pools %
Rate

Default Pricing
Indicative price

60%
65%
70%
72.5%
75%
80%
82.5%
87.5%
90%
92.5%
95%
100%

217.95
224.97
240.34
275.23
274.82
294.43
307.10
322.30
331.51
340.71
349.92
368.34

Initial
23 Aug 18
18 Oct 18
22 Nov 18
13 Dec 18
24 Jan 19
21 Feb 19
21 Mar 19
18 Apr 19
16 May 19
20 Jun 19
July 19

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board
The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment
by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change
during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price
and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any
pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments.

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 15 February 2019
Crop Year

Indicative Price

Movement

2018 Season
2019 Season

373.11
408.55

-4.87
-3.91

2020 Season

433.19

-2.76

2021 Season

438.58

-2.66

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/
USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends

Estimated Wilmar 2018 Pool Prices
As at 31 January 2019
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)
Wilmar Production Risk Pool

$383

Wilmar Managed Pool

$356

Wilmar US Quota Pool

$658

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.
Allocation Account Amounts begin the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on
a monthly basis as actual premiums and costs are known.
Key points to note regarding the way Wilmar is reporting sugar sales into the USA:• The US Quota Pool will only include sales made against the specific Certificates of Quota
Eligibility (CQEs) allocated to Wilmar by the US Government and those which Wilmar is
entitled to market by virtue of its share of MEI/GEI marketing tonnage.
• The tonnage and net returns resulting from the US Quota CQEs purchased from other
Queensland marketers and sold onto the USA are not allocated to the US Quota Pool and will
be ascribed to the Production Risk Pool.
The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date
and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include
Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may
differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’
Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments
resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements. For more information, view the
latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

Estimated QSL 2018 Pool Prices
As at 25 January 2019
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)
QSL Harvest Pool

$365

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$365

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool

$367

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$342

QSL US Quota Pool

$637

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$394

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the
QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense
of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.
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1.

QFF has welcomed the activation of financial assistance
for farmers beginning the recovery process following
damage caused by widespread flooding in the north of the
state. Read the QFF media statement HERE.

2.

As Queensland farmers begin the recovery process
following widespread flooding in the north of the state, the
QFF has renewed calls for a ‘shovel ready’ agriculture
recovery program to provide immediate on farm
assistance to those affected. QFF media release HERE.

3.

Farmers in the Burdekin, Cloncurry, Douglas, Flinders,
Hinchinbrook, McKinlay, Richmond and Winton council
areas have access to a range of disaster assistance
including loans, freight subsidies and recovery grants.
Check the Farmer Disaster Support website HERE for
more information and contact details.

4.

Financial assistance and support services are also
available to individuals, small businesses, not for profit
organisations and state and local governments. for more
information about disaster assistance and community
recovery efforts, click HERE.

Terry Granshaw
0437 553 149
tgranshaw@bps.net.au

Jasmine Connolly
0438 934 601
jconnolly@bps.net.au

Smartcane BMP selfassessment workshops

BMP self-assessment workshops will be held fortnightly on
Monday mornings (9 –11 am).

5.

Community recovery hubs are now open in Townsville
where community recovery workers will be able to assist
community members to meet their immediate personal
needs, including applying for grants and accessing
emotional support. Locations and opening times HERE.

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP
accreditation.
Growers who have completed the selfassessment and would like to continue on to accreditation
should also contact Terry or Jasmine.

6.

From drought to flooding rains, the recent widespread
flooding in north Queensland has been a difficult time for
many but help is available. The journey to recovery is not
one taken alone, if you’re struggling with your mental
health be sure to check the Farmer Disaster Support
website HERE.

Please RSVP to:
Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149
Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601

7.

If you would like to give a helping hand to those residents
affected by flooding, make a donation through The
Australian Red Cross Society, UnitingCare, Salvation
Army, St Vincent de Paul Society Queensland and GIVIT
HERE.

8.

QFF has welcomed the Australian Government’s
commitment to establish a National Farm Debt Mediation
Scheme following recommendations made by the Banking
Royal Commission released yesterday. Read the QFF
media statement HERE.

9.

The 24-hour news cycle and the rise of social media has
increased the opportunities for politicians to be heard and
amplify their messages. But what effect is this having on
the prosperity of our state and nation? Read QFF's QCL
column HERE.

10. The Queensland Competition Authority will conduct
regional workshops on the 2020-24 irrigation pricing
review in various locations throughout Queensland this
month.
The
finalised
workshop
schedule
is
available HERE.

IrrigWeb workshops

IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday
mornings (9 - 11 am).
Workshops will cover: setting up a farm and paddocks;
determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation
information.
You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet. Phones are
suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too
small for the initial setup. If you don’t have a laptop or tablet
please let us know so we can organise one.
Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079.
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Wayne Smith

General Manager

Michelle Andrews
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DIRECTORS

Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Kalamia

Geraldine Cantarella

geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Pioneer

Sue Wright

sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

