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CANEGROWERS Burdekin
Directors & Staff
Wish you a very Merry
Christmas and a safe &
happy New Year
This is the final edition of canenews for 2018, the first
edition for 2019 will be published mid to late January

Office Closure
The Office of CANEGROWERS Burdekin will be
closed from midday
Monday 24th December
reopening on Wednesday 2nd January
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Code of Conduct
decision gives
growers
confidence

CANEGROWERS welcomes with relief the
announcement that the Federal Government has
accepted the recommendation of a review which
concluded the Sugar Code of Conduct should be
retained.
“Since April 2017, this Code has helped to
address the imbalance of power that exists when
growers and milling companies sit at the
negotiating table by laying out important
guidelines for the conduct of negotiations,”
CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri said.
“I thank every grower who participated in the
review process and made sure the panel clearly
understood how important the Code is for us.
“The distance between mills and the perishable
nature of sugarcane once it is cut means growers
cannot choose which milling company they
supply with their crop and this puts mills in a
powerful position.
“The Code sits as a safety net in the background
of our industry, preventing mills from abusing
their monopoly in any district.
“We thank the review panel and the Federal
Government for understanding this reality in our
industry.
“We note and thank also the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission for
emphasising the importance of the Code just as
we were grateful
for the unanimous
recommendation of the Senate Rural and
Regional Affairs and Transport References
Committee that a Code was required.
“No one in our industry should be fearful of this
Code - it requires that each party acts
reasonably,
fairly and honestly without
intimidation and provides for an arbitration
mechanism if there’s a deadlock.”
Working in parallel with the Queensland Sugar
Industry Act, the Code also supports competition
in the provision of sugar marketing services.
“The Code’s mechanisms for stability and
security underpin grower confidence to continue
to invest, to get on with the business of
producing high quality export sugar for the global
market and drive their regional economies,” Mr
Schembri said.

Final Harvest Management
Meeting for 2018
The final meeting was held on Wednesday where the Key Performance
Indicators for the season’s production and comparison to 2017 was
presented by Wilmar for review by the harvest management group.
CANEGROWERS members were represented by CBL Manager Wayne
Smith and Director Sib Torrisi. This was the last meeting for Sib as he has
sold his farm, in thanking everyone present Sib commented at the end of
the meeting that he has enjoyed being a part of the group and has found
the meetings very informative.
The season length was up to 14 days shorter than budgeted, this was
probably aided by a lot less wet weather than budgeted and a lower crop
than originally estimated. The level of time for unscheduled stops far
exceeded budget particularly at Invicta, Pioneer and Inkerman.
Tonnes per hectare yields were down on last year again indicative of the
dry weather experienced with Kalamia area the only one holding close to
budget plus a slight improvement on last year. The district yield was down
1.7% on last year with Pioneer recording the highest drop at 3.2%.
Pleasingly the CCS levels were much improved on last year in all mill
areas.
Crush rates were fairly static at Invicta and Pioneer; Kalamia improved 2%
on last year and Inkerman was down 2%. Kalamia was the only mill to
achieve budgeted availability which was also an improvement on last year.
Invicta, Pioneer and Inkerman were all under budget although Inkerman
did improve on last year.
Equity report yield
Act 2017

Bud 2018

Act 2018

Invicta

115.2

117.3

112.0

Pioneer

118.2

121.7

114.4

Kalamia

124.5

130.2

125.6

Inkerman

118.2

125.9

117.9

Burdekin

118.2

122.5

116.2

Availability
Act 2017

Bud 2018

Act 2018

Invicta

83

88

83

Pioneer

91

92

89

Kalamia

89

91

91

Inkerman

85

89

87

On the Harvest, Transport Safety front there were 3 significant incidents
reported during the season comprising derailments and collisions .
Workplace Safety Division officers who are interested in compliance have
observed delivery siding operations twice during the year when they were
passengers on Wilmar loco runs engaged in bin deliveries and collections.
CS&T Manager Peter Luke said that Wilmar will be paying closer attention
to Chain of Responsibility situations given the changes that came into
effect prior to October 2018 that align Chain of Responsibility more closely
with work health and safety laws.

Continues next page
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Invicta
Estimated tonnes

Pioneer

Kalamia

Inkerman

Bud

Act

Bud

Act

Bud

Act

Bud

Act

3,243,000

3,011,843

1,770,000

1,693,838

1,587,000

1,586,337

1,860,000

1,731,597

1030

1010

534

520

489

490

550

539

15.5

21.5

9.4

13.54

10.6

11.88

14.4

15.88

4.2

4.0

3.0

3.58

3.0

1.83

4.3

4.33

14.5

1.29

14.7

0.08

14.5

0.38

15.8

2.54

Crush
Tones cane/hour
Stops (Days)
Unscheduled
Scheduled
Rain
Start Date

12 Jun

Finish Date

23 Nov

12 Jun
10 Nov

25 Nov

12 Jun
12 Nov

25 Nov

12 Jun
8 Nov

5 Dec

16 Nov

Wilmar logistics officers expressed their appreciation to growers and harvester crews in the reporting of faulty bins as they were
able to address these in a timely manner and avoid any safety issues and optimise bin availability and minimise downtime.
Mary Garzotto and Simon Kroelin are two new logistics officers who are graduates of a Wilmar program were introduced at the
meeting. Wilmar will be also be considering the appointment of replacements for the retiring Transport Operations Manager and
Senior Logistics Officer positions next year.
Major Capital & Maintenance
Wilmar Regional Operations Manager Paul Turnbull provided an overview of the $70 million capital and maintenance works
planned for the coming maintenance season.
Some of the progress on work already commenced by Wilmar for each site can be viewed by clicking here.
The Maintenance program is targeted at improving reliability in particular and includes addressing known issues and using past
experience to address other potential issues which may impact the site operations.
New capital is applied to improved designs, high efficiencies, increased capacity and plant replacement.
Paul also informed the meeting that the Asset Management Structure has been realigned into six strategy areas, rather than three
regional-focused teams. Each team will focus on a key area such as steam and power, or feed and crush. The change will ensure
Wilmar achieves standardised plant and processes across all of Wilmar’s eight mills. It will also allow teams to specialise in the
management of particular assets.
Grouping Process for 2019
The Grouping application forms have been modified to reflect the relevant dates in the 2019 calendar and are available by clicking
here or via the Wilmar grower web. The first meeting for the Harvest Management Group will be held after the February close of
2019 Grouping applications.
Crop and Start Date for 2019
There was no discussion or early estimate available for next year’s crop other than noting how well the crop had responded to the
recent rain.
As per Wilmar’s plans in past years all mills are currently planning works so that crushing can begin at the start of June if required
and Wilmar will wait for the estimate to be completed before consulting with grower representatives in April.
Season Review of the Group’s meetings and process
After each season a review is conducted where each attendee at the meeting were invited to provide comments based on what
went well and what didn’t go well in regards to the process, conduct or operation of the Harvest Management Group meetings and
also harvest operations. The review also highlights and notes any areas of improvement for future action. A revised meeting
ground rules for future meetings was also available for discussion and approval.
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AgBytes Chain of
Responsibility Master
Code online

Agsafe have developed online training as part of their AgBytes
training suite that will assist you in learning about Chain of
Responsibility requirements.
Due to the significant expansion of Chain of Responsibility
provisions within the Heavy Vehicle National Law and the associated
Master Code, Agsafe has prepared this short online course as an
introduction to the new Master Code.
The changes that came into effect prior to October 2018, align Chain
of Responsibility more closely with work health and safety laws.
Companies that operate, load, drives, sends or receives goods using
a heavy vehicle, need to make certain all reasonably practicable
steps are taken to ensure vehicles are properly loaded and goods
secured.
This training material has been prepared in consultation with the
Regulator of the Heavy Vehicle National Law and with assistance
from the Australian Trucking Association and the Australian Logistics
Council.
This online course is free. Steps for completing the Agsafe Chain of
Responsibility online training
1.

Click the link below to go to the registration page

2.

Enter your details and follow the prompts

3.

Check your email for your login details and click the link to go to
the course page

4.

Watch each section (audio is required) and answer the quiz that
follows

Course Login

CANEGROWERS
2019 Election dates
set

The timetable has been set for the 2019 CANEGROWERS Election process. Held every three years, the elections are an opportunity for all members to elect Directors to sit on the board of their local CANEGROWERS
district.
Both men and women of all ages are encouraged to
nominate as candidates for these important CANEGROWERS elected positions.
These local boards then nominate representatives to sit
on the CANEGROWERS Queensland Policy Council
which elects the new CANEGROWERS Queensland
Board.
Members wishing to nominate for a district board position have until 5pm on Monday 18 February to act.
Each CANEGROWERS directors’ election is a democratic process which seeks to have the best candidates
nominate based on merit. The election process will be
finalised by Monday 15 April and the new directors will
take on their official duties from Wednesday 1 May.
CANEGROWERS Queensland will be conducting the
Burdekin elections, with Jodie Mittelheuser, CANEGROWERS Chief Financial Officer as the returning officer for the 2019 Election process and is working with
each local company for the preparation of the official
roll.
Nominations open Monday January 28 2019. Members
are urged to ensure that their membership records are
up to date. The official roll for each election is to be finalised by 5pm on Monday 18 February 2019.
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AER Review

CANEGROWERS actively participated as a
member of the Consumer Reference Group
providing input to the AER review of its rate of
return (RoR) methodology. This morning the
AER released its final rate of return
instrument. This will be binding on all future
AER regulatory determinations. The rate of
return available to the electricity networks
under the new guideline will be 5.36%,
modestly lower than the 5.76% that was
available under the previous methodology.
The Decision is a step in the right direction
and is acceptable as long as it is part of a
downward process which corrects previous
(2013) settings which were overly generous
to networks.
With this incremental review completed,
CANEGROWERS is calling for a more
comprehensive review of the RoR Guideline
that is informed by actual returns data, a
more rigorous reporting regime that
compares allowed with actual returns and a
greater emphasis on consumer impacts.

Ergon reduces
costs

Ergon is applying a retail exemption allowing
the Control Load tariff (T33) to operate as a
standalone primary tariff for up to 150 sites
(or up to 3 NMIs for 50 customers). This is
expected to reduce the cost of meter box
upgrades.

Market Update

This is the last CANEGROWERS market update for 2018. As we know, the
year saw record production, record surpluses and raw sugar prices falling to
their lowest level in more than a decade. In a price sense it will be a good year
to put behind us.
The outlook for 2019 is a little brighter

•

Most market analysts are suggesting the cycle will turn once the large
northern hemisphere crop has been harvested.

•

Many expect that for 2019-20, world sugar production and consumption will
be in closer balance, before being in deficit in the following year.

•

The predicted change in fortunes is linked to expected smaller crops in
many of the world’s major sugar producing regions. Higher prices will be
required to encourage additional production.

•

There is also a consumption effect, for example in Europe lower prices
have seen a switch of consumption from iso-glucose towards sugar.

Of course there are risks to this assessment

•

This year, in response to low sugar prices, there was a record switch away
from sugar to ethanol production in Brazil.

•

Oil prices are now much lower than the were just six weeks ago. This
could influence the sugar/ethanol mix in next year’s CS-Brazil harvest as
Brazil’s producers look to optimise their returns.

All in all, sugar price volatility seems set to continue in to 2019 providing
opportunity for those agile enough to take advantage of changing market
conditions.
Download an initial CANEGROWERS Marketing Information Service In-the-Raw
Fundamentals Sugar Price update here.
NB: This update contains basic general comments only and not financial advice. Marketing and pricing
decisions should not be based on these comments. Readers should consider their own circumstances
and take their own financial, legal and accounting advice as required.

 Ergon has introduced a new ‘irrigation’
control channel for electricity supply to
the registered meters. Meaning these
meters will be the last to have power
turned off and the first to have power
restored on those occasions load
shedding is required.

 We continue to encourage members to
participate in the trial the tariff to see if it
meets your circumstances. For those
who express an interest, Ergon will
assess your power use, review your
meter arrangements and advise any
changes that may be required, assist
with a tariff comparison to inform a farm
business decision as to whether the
change and including the cost of a meter
upgrade is worthwhile.

 Most of the Ergon network has dynamic
load control, meaning that power is not
switched off every day and when it is the
down periods are usually short. Load
shedding is closely managed and
experience of those currently on the trial
is that the interruptions to irrigation
pumping have been minimal.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Executive Comment
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Meeting with Dr Nora Galway Counsellor Agriculture at the Australian High Commission in New Delhi to discuss trade policy
issues with India and the next steps following Australia lodgement of the counter notification to the WTO.
Meeting with Fiona Simson and Tony Mahar from NFF to discuss year end wrap up and priorities of next year.
Meeting with Stephen Tait, the CEO of Chamber of Commerce & Industry Queensland to discuss ways in which the Chamber
and CANEGROWERS can work closely together on issues of mutual interest.
Australian Sugar Alliance (ASA) Board Meeting. The last meeting of the year welcomed Don Murday (ACFA Chair) as a
newly appointed Director of ASA. The meeting focused on trade issues from both a strategic planning and advocacy
perspective.
Preparations are underway for the upcoming triennial elections.
Promotional push to the districts seeking further applications for three scholarships available to attend the Rural leadership
foundations Agri Business Leadership course.
Attended an information briefing by Robert Crossley (Agtrix), who presented his findings and recommendations to the Office
of the Great Barrier Reef with regards to reducing nutrient runoff.
NFF Commodity Group teleconference to discuss the vision for the future of Australia's agricultural innovation system.
Briefing Reef Credit Scheme in preparation for the Great Barrier Reef application by a proponent.
Catch-up with the CEO from Primary Industries Education Foundation Australia (PIEFA).
Catch-up with the CEO from ASMC to prepare for upcoming ASA Board Meeting, being held on 17 December.
Attended AustSafe Insurance Management & Claims Committee Meeting.
Attended Ministerial Roundtable – Our Innovation Future with the Hon Kate Jones MP – Minister for Innovation and Tourism
Industry Development.

Trade
It’s been a very full couple of weeks preparing for and participating in trade meetings in Geneva and London to build support for
Australia’s counter-notification in the World Trade Organisation Committee on Agriculture (CoA) and ongoing action against
India’s illegal sugar supports.
In Geneva CANEGROWERS met with:
• the WTO’s Chef de Cabinet and Principal Advisor to the WTO Director-General

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Australia’s Ambassador to the WTO
Brazil’s Ambassador to the WTO
the Chairman of the WTO’s Committee on Agriculture, the Ambassador for Guyana
UNICA’s (Brazil) trade lawyers at Sidley Austin in relation to India’s sugar supports and China’s safeguard duties
Geneva-based representatives of Global Sugar Alliance member countries – Brazil, Thailand, Guatemala and Colombia
Senior officials from the WTO’s Agricultural Secretariat

Senior Geneva-based agricultural negotiators of the US and EU.
Australia’s counter-notification was supported by 13 WTO member countries, including the US, EU, Mexico, Russia, Paraguay
and El Salvador in addition to Global Sugar Alliance members. NoTO member spoke in support of India’s position.
The counter-notification increases global pressure on India to bring its sugar policies back into line with WTO rules but does not
initiate a WTO legal process that will require India to change its sugar policies. At a meeting in London just two days after the
WTO CoA, the Global Sugar Alliance called on our governments to take the next step and commence formal action in the WTO
against the Indian sugar subsidies.
In London we also attended the World Association of Beet and Cane Growers and International Sugar Organisation conferences.
We discussed Brexit and the opportunities it represents for future Australian sugar trade to the UK with Australia’s High
Commissioner to the UK, former Queensland Senator George Brandis, officials from the UK Department of International Trade,
the Department of Agriculture (DEFRA) and Tate & Lyle Sugar.
✓ Attended DFAT’s trade & investment law outreach event (WTO reform and dispute settlement in the modern international
trade system), CANEGROWERS took advantage of the opportunity to brief senior DFAT officials and Trade Minister
Birmingham’s senior trade advisor on the outcome of the Global Sugar Alliance meeting and the importance of moving
forward expeditiously with formal WTO processes to challenge India’s illegal sugar supports.
✓ CANEGROWERS briefed Australia’s New Delhi based Counsellor Agriculture on India’s sugar subsidies and surplus
production.
✓ Following the Australia’s counter-notification of India’s sugar subsides, the Brazil government has decided to seek
consultations with India. This is the first step in launching a formal action in the WTO against India’s subsidies
 Global Sugar Alliance members are actively urging their governments to support this escalation in the WTO.

 Initial meetings were held this week in Geneva between officials from the Australian, Brazilian and the Global Sugar
Alliance missions and their legal teams to coordinate activity. Brazil says it will be ready to proceed by the end of January.
Continues page 6-7
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
✓

CANEGROWERS participated in the NFF Trade Committee teleconference which focussed on:

 Delays in finalising the Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive Economic Partnership agreement and implementation of the
Peru-Australia FTA.
 The NFF trade mission to UK and EU

 The establishment of an EU FTA Working Group of which CANEGROWERS will be a member.
✓

CANEGROWERS briefed DFAT officials on issues in relation to the:

 Implementation of the TPP-11 agreement, which enters into force on 30 December 2018.
 The Pacific Alliance (Mexico, Colombia, Chile and Peru) trade agreement negotiations presently underway.

Water
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

QFF has held several workshops to inform its submission to the QCA review of irrigation water prices 2020-24. Issues
identified include:
A significant jump in the renewals annuity
Rising insurance costs
The impact of electricity costs, particularly for distribution schemes
Dam safety costs
The calculation and treatment of distribution losses.

Transport
✓

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

CANEGROWERS attended an NFF transport sub-committee meeting. The National Class 1 agricultural Vehicle notice has
been agreed in principle by all the state bodies and the process of getting approval from the local government areas has
started. NFF is pushing for a decision tool to be developed for growers to enter their vehicle dimensions and the roads to
travel on and get feedback as to whether travel is under normal regulation or a Notice or if they need a permit. If the travel is
under a Notice then the conditions of travel will be provided and if a permit is required then a link to the application process
will be provided.
Further discussions have been held separately with Transport and Main Roads and the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator
mostly in relation to maintaining the mass limit specific to sugarcane haul outs of 28 tonnes with certain tyre sizes and the
towed mass ratio.
CANEGROWERS attended the Queensland Ministerial Freight Council - Operations Industry Sub-committee meeting (OISC).
The main issues discussed were:
The proposed Queensland Freight Strategy which among other issues emphasised the push toward greater use of rail
The Transport and Main Roads (TMR) response to three recent reviews – the NHVR over size over mass review (with some
emphasis on reducing the number of permits required), the Vehicle Limits Manual review and the Queensland Bridges
review.
The Agricultural Vehicle National Notice which has been agreed to in principle by all State jurisdictions and will now proceed
to local governments for approval. CANEGROWERS (and NFF) is yet to see the latest draft.

Biosecurity Roundtable
✓
✓
✓
✓

CANEGROWERS attended the National Biosecurity Forum in Canberra on Thursday 29 November 2018. The forum was run
by the Department of Agriculture and Water Resources and the National Biosecurity Committee.
The forum learned about two recent pest incursions and the experiences from industry in managing the pests. Citrus
Australia discussed citrus canker and believed engaging with growers early is important. Growers and industry leaders
should know about the Deed and its process so that decisions can be made early and quickly.
Other presentations and discussions included outcomes from biosecurity Roundtable held across the country, biosecurity
issues and policy, responses to incursions and Red Imported Fire Ants. Senior Australian Government representatives
outlined government policy, programs and initiatives on biosecurity.
CANEGROWERS took the opportunity to network with DAF Queensland on Red Witchweed and Fire Ants as well as other
attendees on biosecurity issues.

Great Barrier Reef Foundation
✓
✓
✓

The GBRF has $20m of funding available through a grant process that closes on 10 December 2018.
CANEGROWERS is working on two submissions. One with Behaviour Innovation to continue the Cane Changer Project and
the other with QFF to continue the Reef Alliance program.
The Cane Changer project is seeking funding to continue the work in the Wet Tropics and develop the project in the other
cane growing regions.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
✓
✓

The Reef Alliance project is seeking funding to maintain extension capacity across the regions.
Proposals closed on 10 December.

Reef Credits
✓

Participated in a phone hook-up to be briefed on Reef Credits by Terrain NRM and Green Collar.

Smartcane BMP
✓

Chaired Smartcane BMP program coordination committee meeting.This was first meeting with DAF and DES for phase 3 of
the program.

Plant Health Australia
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

CANEGROWERS attended the Plant Health Australia Plant Industry Forum, PHA Members Forum, Emergency Plant Pest
Response Deed signatories meeting and PHA AGM and meeting in Canberra on 27 and 28 November 2018.
The Plant Industry Forum is an opportunity for PHA members to engage, discuss issues in biosecurity and provide feedback
to the CEO, Board and staff of PHA. This was the last meeting chaired by Matt Kealley who has been part of the executive
committee for the past 6 years and chair for 5 years.
The forum discussed the use of PHA and EPPR levy options to manage biosecurity issues. Greg Fraser CEO of PHA
provided an opportunity for the members to discuss the future format of the forum. New executive committee members were
appointed. The members thanked Matt for his service over the last 5 years.
EPPRD Signatories meeting discussed policy and issues on the Emergency Plant Pest Response Deed including a workshop
in Deed issues and interpretation.
PHA AGM was held with the members supporting an increase in directors fees and membership to support CPI inflation.
A joint industry forum was held between Plant Health Australia and Animal Health Australia. The joint forum provided an
opportunity for members to discuss issues and experiences relevant to animal and plant industries. The National Biosecurity
Committee (made up of government representatives from the commonwealth and all states and territories) held a panel
session and fielded questions from the floor.

QFF Council Meeting
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

CANEGROWERS attended the QFF Council meeting and the following were the main issues:Rural irrigation pricing review 2020-24 with a presentation from Ian Johnstone and Geoff Kavanagh detailing the issues and
areas of concern. This was followed by a presentation from DNRME on dam safety requirements.
Biosecurity and the introduction of the new biosecurity liaison officer.
Innovation with the Queensland Governments increased interest in promoting innovation in agriculture and the opportunities
this may create.
Drought review and submissions made by QFF.
Land use planning and the protection of agricultural land.
The removal of stamp duty on farm insurance and the QFF engagement with the KPMG review.

Crossing License and Interface Agreement for Managing of Road/Rail interface risks
✓

CANEGROWERS met with a representative from Queensland Rail (QR) with regard to the above agreements which are
being rolled out to growers with rail crossings. There is a requirement for QR to have these agreements to manage risk at
crossings.

Energy Saver Plus Program Extension
QFF was successful in winning the tender to roll out the Energy Savers Plus Program Extension.
✓ CANEGROWERS will sub-contract to QFF to complete approximately 40 cane grower energy audits. This will enable
growers who have been selected by DNRME to apply for a grant of up to $20,000 to make changes to improve their energy
efficiency.
✓ QCGO is in discussion with Tablelands, Burdekin, Mackay and Isis to contract local input into the project.
✓ Training in the standard for energy audits and a project meeting have been attended by CANEGROWERS and some relevant
Productivity Services.
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Growing the ‘Next
Crop’ of leaders in
the Australian
sugarcane industry

Australian sugarcane growers are invited to stand up
and nominate themselves, or their peers, to
participate in a brand new leadership development
program.
Called Next Crop, the program is an investment by
Sugar Research Australia (SRA).
SRA CEO Mr Neil Fisher said that developing future
industry leadership has been identified as a priority
through SRA’s five-year strategic plan and via
ongoing engagement between SRA and the
industry.
“To continue to grow and prosper, our industry
needs to increase our leadership capacity. This is
more important than ever as the industry faces
headwinds from depressed global sugar prices and
other challenges,” Mr Fisher said.
He said Next Crop is specific for the Australian
sugar industry and will help emerging leaders build
their skills and contribute to future leadership roles,
delivering a benefit for the whole industry.
In its first year, the program is being targeted at
sugarcane growers, following industry consultation
that there is a priority need to further build skills
within this sector of the industry.
“The future of our industry relies on ensuring we
continue to develop and encourage new leaders to
participate, collaborate, and have their voices heard.
We want to increase the pool of people who are just
as comfortable in meetings at local, regional or
industry levels as they are in their own shed,” Mr
Fisher said.
The program is calling on growers of
backgrounds, ages and gender to nominate.

all

“If you’ve ever wanted to step up to a leadership
role, and believe you have the potential to do so, this
is an opportunity to learn more about what makes
you tick as a leader.”
Next Crop is now open. SRA is seeking nominations
from growers who are keen to build their leadership
skills and take part in this innovative initiative. To
learn more, visit www.nextcropleaders.com.
Applications close on January 31.
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QSL December
Advances payment

Growers who chose QSL as their marketer received their QSL
Advances payment last week. This payment incorporated a
2.5% rate increase to 75% for Standard Advances and 90% for
Accelerated Advances based on indicative pool values as of 30
November
2018.
Due to volatility in sugar prices during recent weeks, the
indicative value of the 2018 QSL Harvest Pool since
September has moved from $339/tonne of sugar Gross IPS up
to $376 and back to $363 at the end of November. This pricing
variation of up to 10% has been reflected in our Advances
program, with indicative pool prices declining during
November. This means that despite the percentage increase
for the December payment, the actual payment made in
December may have been lower than that received in
November, depending on your pricing and payment choices.
This is illustrated in the graph below, where you can see that
despite the percentage increase in Advances rates for the
season to date following a steady pattern of gradual increases
of between 2.5% to 5% each month, payments have been
amplified or offset by the impact of the Harvest Pool price
valuations used for payment.

Scholarships for cane
growers
CANEGROWERS has three scholarships available to growers
wanting to help build a strong and sustainable sugarcane
farming future.
The scholarships are for programs run by the Australian Rural
Leadership Foundation (ARLF). They are being made available
with assistance from the Federal Government’s Agricultural
Industries Fund which supports national agricultural industry
organisations to develop leadership capability.
CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said the programs aim to
develop courageous and influential grower leaders for the
sugarcane industry.
“These scholarships are an important investment in one of our
industry’s most valuable resources – the men and women of
Australia’s sugarcane industry,” Mr Galligan said.
Three scholarships are available for the Agribusiness
Leadership Program which will take place in 2019, with two
sessions over a 12-week period including two face-to-face
sessions and one online.
Applications close Friday 4th
January.
“The programs are fantastic opportunities for our next leaders
to grow and learn, and then bring that knowledge and expertise
back to their communities and local industries in order to build
a stronger and more sustainable farming future for all of us,” Mr
Galligan said.
More information and a link to the application form is in the
Latest News section on the CANEGROWERS website here.

While the QSL advances program is a function of the available
borrowing capacity, estimated pool values and the timing of
shipments to customers, our guiding principle is to always
advance as much as possible, as early as possible. While this
can be challenging in a volatile market, we believe these funds
are best in your bank account rather than in ours in order to
support your cash flow, as was the case with the higher-thanexpected Advances payment made in November.
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Pricing information
2018 Season Advances
Schedule
As at 30 November 2018

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun -17
19 Jul 18

65%
65%

246.26
246.26

16 Aug 18
20 Sep 18
18 Oct 18
15 Nov 18
20 Dec 18
17 Jan 19
21 Feb 19
21 Mar 19
18 Apr 19

65%
65%
70%
70%
75%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%

225.42
225.42
248.09
277.56
285.84
304.89
323.95
333.48
343.01

16 May 19

95%

362.06

20 Jun 19
Jul -19

97.5%
100%

371.59
381.12

Default

Confirmed
Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation
Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page
of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also
available in the Pricing & Payments section.

2018 Season Advances Schedule
As at 30 November 2018

Default Pools %
Rate

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Initial
23 Aug 18
18 Oct 18
22 Nov 18
13 Dec 18

60%
65%
70%
72.5%
75%

217.95
224.97
240.34
275.23
274.82

24 Jan 19

80%

294.37

21 Feb 19
21 Mar 19
18 Apr 19
16 May 19
20 Jun 19
July 19

82.5%
87.5%
90%
92.5%
95%
100%

303.57
321.97
331.17
340.36
349.56
367.96

Applicable from

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board
The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment
by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change
during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price
and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any
pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments.

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 24 December 2018
Crop Year

Indicative Price

Movement

2018 Season
2019 Season

368.44
403.55

0.01
1.56

2020 Season

419.24

2.54

2021 Season

422.16

4.03

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/
USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends

Estimated Wilmar 2018 Pool Prices
As at 30 November 2018
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)
Wilmar Production Risk Pool

$379

Wilmar Managed Pool

$353

Wilmar US Quota Pool

$655

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.
Allocation Account Amounts begin the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on
a monthly basis as actual premiums and costs are known.
Key points to note regarding the way Wilmar is reporting sugar sales into the USA:• The US Quota Pool will only include sales made against the specific Certificates of Quota
Eligibility (CQEs) allocated to Wilmar by the US Government and those which Wilmar is
entitled to market by virtue of its share of MEI/GEI marketing tonnage.
• The tonnage and net returns resulting from the US Quota CQEs purchased from other
Queensland marketers and sold onto the USA are not allocated to the US Quota Pool and will
be ascribed to the Production Risk Pool.

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date
and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include
Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may
differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’
Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments
resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements. For more information, view the
latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

Estimated QSL 2018 Pool Prices
As at 30 November 2018
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)
QSL Harvest Pool

$363

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$361

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool

$362

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$342

QSL US Quota Pool

$629

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$389

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the
QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense
of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web
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1.

Queensland farmers are encouraged to take advantage of
an opportunity to recycle their used oil after waste
management company J.J. Richards & Sons added a new
location for free oil collections. QFF media statement
HERE.

2.

When it comes to extreme weather events in Queensland,
it’s not a matter of if but when. With fires, a heatwave, an
ex-tropical cyclone and a protracted drought all last week,
farmers can never be too prepared. QFF QCL column
HERE.

3.

Are you passionate about agriculture and making a
difference for the Great Barrier Reef? This is your
opportunity to be mentored by experts to gain skills and
support farmers to improve their land management
practices. Apply now HERE.

4.

The latest Reef Alliance ‘Reliable 5’ is now available! Stay
up-to-date with the latest reef news and events including
the 2018 Reef Champion Awards winners, the Reef
Credits Scheme and a coral IVF project HERE.

5.

The Federal Government has released its national
response to the independent review of the
Intergovernmental Agreement on Biosecurity. The
response represents a commitment by all governments to
build a stronger national biosecurity system. Details HERE

6.

New grants of up to $1 million are on offer for bright
sparks with innovative ideas to improve and protect
Queensland’s soil, vegetation or waterways and the Great
Barrier Reef. Applications and close 12 February 2019,
submit your ideas HERE.

7.

The Queensland Government will invest $2.2 million in
Rural Support Training Programs for farmers and
communities affected by drought. The Programs will assist
farmers and communities with skills and training to
increase business opportunities. More HERE.

8.

When identifying fire ants, look for a 2-6mm, coppery
brown ant with a darker abdomen and no obvious entry or
exit holes in the nest. If you see any suspect ants or
nests, please take a photograph and submit via
Biosecurity Queensland’s online report form HERE or call
13 25 23.

9.

The cost of energy has become one of the biggest
challenges for farming businesses, therefore we must be
able to unlock new technology and innovate to improve
energy efficiency and demand management to enhance
profitability. QFF’s QCL column HERE.

10. Farmers looking to save money on their energy bill are
encouraged to get involved with an Ergon Energy trial of
load control Tariff 33. It offers price cuts of between 15
and 25c/kWh for peak periods to growers who agree to
have their supply interrupted to manage load on the
network. Details HERE.

Terry Granshaw
0437 553 149
tgranshaw@bps.net.au

Jasmine Connolly
0438 934 601
jconnolly@bps.net.au

Smartcane BMP selfassessment workshops

BMP self-assessment workshops will be held fortnightly on
Monday mornings (9 –11 am) .
The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP
accreditation.
Growers who have completed the selfassessment and would like to continue on to accreditation
should also contact Terry or Jasmine.
Please RSVP to:
Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149
Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601

IrrigWeb workshops

IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday
mornings (9 - 11 am) .
Workshops will cover: setting up a farm and paddocks;
determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation
information.
You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet. Phones are
suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too
small for the initial setup. If you don’t have a laptop or tablet
please let us know so we can organise one.
Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079.
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Wayne Smith

General Manager

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

0428 834 802
4790 3604
4790 3602

4790 3601

Published Fortnightly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Disclaimer

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au

DIRECTORS

Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Kalamia

Geraldine Cantarella

geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Pioneer

Sue Wright

sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

