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CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd Newsletter Edition 2018/21 Distributed: Friday 16 November 2018   

Australia lodges a Counter-Notification Notice in 
the World Trade Organisation 
Following a significant and coordinated lobbying effort by CANEGROWERS and the ASMC, the Australian Government has 

lodged a Notice in the World Trade Organisation (WTO) increasing global pressure on India to bring its sugar industry subsidies 

back into compliance with WTO rules. 

This is a serious and important escalation of diplomatic steps to have India reconsider and revise its sugar policies. 

• The Notice is expected to be considered by the WTO Committee on Agriculture during its 26-27 November meeting in 

Geneva. 

• The Notice seeks further clarification from India of its domestic sugarcane policies and the accompanying diplomatic effort is 

directed to encourage India’s compliance with its international obligations. 

The Counter-Notification Notice covers subsidies paid by the Indian Government to its sugar industry between 2011-12 and 2016-

17 and clearly outlines the basis of Australia’s claims that India is breaching its WTO obligations. 

• WTO rules allow market price supports of up to 10% of the total value of production. 

• Since 2013-14, India’s supports have exceeded 90% of the value of its sugarcane production (see the table below) 

• The Notice is necessary because India is in breach of its WTO obligations and has not included, as required by WTO 

procedures, sugarcane products in any of its domestic support notifications since marketing year 1995-96. 

It is important to note that the Notice does not: 

• initiate a formal WTO dispute resolution process, 

• diminish the need to activate a WTO dispute against India in relation to its sugar subsidies, or 

• include either the production and price supports offered under India’s state-based programs or the support package offered 

by the Indian central government in October, both of which would significantly increase the market price supports on offer. 

In welcoming the Australian Government's leadership and collaboration on this important issue, CANEGROWERS is urging it to 

continue to act with the governments of other sugar exporting countries, to progress this as a matter of urgency.  
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CANEGROWERS goals are to assist in maximising grower efficiency and profitability, contribute to long-term industry efficiency, 

enhance organisation effectiveness, develop a positive external environment for cane growers, recognise and manage diverse 

grower needs while maintaining organisation unity and provide a foundation and structure for future industry development and 

planning; here are just some of the activities from the past fortnight that CANEGROWERS have been perusing to ensure a secure 

and profitable future for growers. 

Executive Comment 
✓ Meeting with Telstra regarding the opportunities for a sensor network to support farmers managing natural resources. 

✓ Development on partnerships to deliver the Blockchain project for a sustainably sourced supply chain. 

✓ Reef Regs update from State Office of the Great Barrier Reef (OGBR) – in conjunction with the CANEGROWERS 

Environment and Sustainability Committee.  

✓ Meeting with ASMC and Sugar Terminals Limited to discuss Industry Good Funding. 

✓ Met with consultants who specialise in strategic thinking and leadership at the industry scale and help organisations consider 

their capacity to assist the industry over the coming years. 

✓ Attended Reef Alliance Project Management Committee meeting, followed by a discussion regarding the Great Barrier Reef 

Foundation’s funding opportunities. 

✓ Ongoing work regarding Indian sugar subsidies and trade policy. 

✓ Attended a meeting organised by Queensland Farmers' Federation with Kate Jones MP to discuss the Advancing Regional 

Innovation Program (Advance Qld) to ensure it looks at sector wide issues such as water and energy. 

Reef Regulations 
✓  CANEGROWERS continues to liaise with the Queensland Government on the proposed expanded reef regulations affecting 

the sugarcane industry.  CANEGROWERS concerns remain around the introduction of sediment regulations and the 

regulation of nutrient management plans. This is on the agenda for Policy Council this week.  The Bill was due to be 

introduced into parliament this week.  CANEGROWERS has been advised by the Office of the Great Barrier Reef (OGBR) 

that the Bill for the expanded reef regs package has been deferred until next year.  

✓ CANEGROWERS continues to speak with the OGBR and Government representatives on the regulations.  Discussion with 

CANEGROWERS Districts, industry organisations and NRM also continues. 

✓ CANEGROWERS has also engaged with WWF and have made an offer to discuss their concerns and provide an update on 

the industry programs, project and progress.  

✓ The State Government has determined that regulations will be implemented as part of its approach to securing the health of 

the Reef. 

✓ Regulations are currently part of the catchment areas in the Wet Tropics, Burdekin and Mackay Whitsunday’s, and proposed 

for the southern region (Bundaberg, Isis and Maryborough).   

✓ The Office of the Great Barrier Reef (OGBR) within the Dept of Environment & Science (DES) met with the E&S Committee 

and CANEGROWERS Environment & Sustainability Manager and CEO.  The E&S Committee asked questions, provided 

some feedback and expressed their frustration with the consultation process and policy. 

✓ Met with QFF to discuss reef regulations and industry repose to pending Bill and regulations. There is frustration from all 

affected agriculture sectors. 

Trade 
✓ Briefed the six recently appointed additional agricultural counsellors appointed by the Department of Agriculture and Water 

Supply on sugar market issues.  The appointments, announced in the 2018-19 federal budget, take the number of Australia’s 

in-market counsellors to 22, materially increasing Australia’s capacity to address trade barriers in key markets. 

✓ Briefed Diana Nelson, Australia’s Ambassador-designate to Peru on the prospects for sugar trade under the Peru-Australia 

FTA that is presently being reviewed by the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties. 

✓ Coordinating meeting with Thailand and Brazil, in relation to the likely next steps to be taken in the WTO to escalate 

international pressure on India opposing its sugar subsidies. 

✓ CANEGROWERS worked closely with DFAT and colleagues in the Brazil sugar industry in relation to India ’s compliance with 

its WTO obligations. 

✓ Preparations continue for the annual Global Sugar Alliance meeting at the end of November. 

Continues page 3 

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

Innovative Nitrogen Use in Sugarcane Forum 
 

✓ Just over 100 people attended the forum in Cairns on 7 and 8 November 2018. The two-day forum followed on from the 2014 
forum in Townsville and heard from researchers, scientists, extension professionals and growers on the research they are 
undertaking on the paddock, in the catchment and across the reef. 

✓ From the poll (n=67), 27% of the attendees were growers,a further 25% of attendees came from extension.  Research, 
agribusiness, industry organisations and WWF also attended. 51% of the attendees came from the Wet Tropics region, 25% 
from Brisbane with all other cane growing regions represented.   

✓ John Pickering provided the keynote speech which set the forum up for a positive interaction supported by good discussion, 
technology that captured questions and polling and a genuine willingness from the attendees to hear the science and 
understand where the industry is at and help set the direction for the next few years. 

✓ Highlight of the forum was Tony Rossi’s talk on his composting trials using funding from the Reef Trust phase IV reverse 
tender.  He gave a passionate and entertaining talk.  A grower panel was also put together which heard about the issues from 
their perspective and was very well received. 

✓ From the forum, most attendees either felt good or neutral about the research that had been presented and was 
underway.  When the forum reviewed the research questions and gaps from 2014, Enhanced Efficiency Fertilisers, climate 
forecasting, plant breeding for greater nitrogen uptake and precision agriculture were all needed.  The 2018 forum had 
research updates on all of these topics. 

✓ Key themes that came out of the forum included data needs and use in the industry, getting the research adopted through 
extension and behavioural science, focus on farming systems rather than specific nitrogen use efficiency, collaboration for 
research funding and leveraging investment, improve communication and inclusiveness – all parts of the sugarcane value 
chain from research, extension, growers, millers, industry organisations, agribusiness and government want to feel valued 
and help find a way to support the reef.  A report and the presentations will be made available in the coming weeks. 

✓ CANEGROWERS would like to thank the growers who attended, the QCGO, CANEGROWERS District and Smartcane BMP 
staff who attended, SRA and the presenters for their talks.  The event couldn’t have been made possible without funding from 
the Australian Government Reef Programme and the NESP Tropical Water Quality Hub and without the support from 
Sheriden Morris, Hulton King and the staff from RRRC. 

 

2,4-D 
✓ Over the past month, CANEGROWERS has been liaising with the districts and cane productivity service organisations to get 

further information on tank mixes and application techniques for 2,4-D to reduce the downwind mandatory spray zones 
implemented by the APVMA on 2,4-D. 

✓ CANEGROWERS has also been working with Aerial Application Association of Australia (AAAA) to support a permit to adjust 
the buffers when 2,4-D is applied in the cane industry.  This information has been provided to the APVMA to support a 
permit.   

✓ APVMA has responded with a draft permit that AAAA and CANEGROWERS are currently reviewing.  The initial view is that 
downwind mandatory spray zones for aerial application have been revised and nozzle selection needs to achieve very coarse 
droplets.  More information to follow. 

 

Environment & Sustainability Committee 
✓ The E&S Committee met in Brisbane on 30 October 2018. This was the 9th meeting of the E&S Committee under their 

current group.  The meeting focus was on reef regulations and developing a climate change policy.  The meeting also 
included discussions on:  

✓ Sustainable sugar 

✓ Funding for reef including the Great Barrier Reef Foundation and Reef Trust 

✓ Smartcane BMP progress and future delivery 

✓ Chemicals including 2,4-D, glyphosate and Rattoff 

✓ Sustainability report 

✓ Innovative Nitrogen Use in Sugarcane forum 
 

 
Reef Alliance 
✓ Attended the Reef Alliance and Reef Alliance Project meeting at QFF.  Discussions included project update, upcoming reef 

awards, engagement numbers and funding options for a new phase of Reef Alliance.  

✓ Earnst & Young Climate Workshop 

✓ Attended a climate workshop hosted by E&Y. Discussion focused on their findings to develop a position paper for adaption, 
mitigation and engagement opportunities for agriculture.  

 

Transport 
✓ The draft guideline and National Class 1 Agricultural Vehicle Exemption Notice have both now been received and 

CANEGROWERS is working through this to understand the detail. There are potential issues with towed mass ratios and the 
braking standards required by NHVR. 

 

Electricity 
✓ Participated in Energy Queensland’s Customer Council and Working Group Forum to provide feedback and receive an 

update on its draft  ‘Regulatory Proposal and Tariff Structure Statement – Our Draft Plans’. 
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Members only are invited to the 

 Annual 
General 
Meeting 

 

 

Wednesday  

21
st
 November 2018 

5.30pm 

CANEGROWERS Hall, 
Home Hill 

Followed by BBQ & drinks 

 

Guest Speaker 

 

Dr Jason Eglinton 
SRA Executive Manager 

Cane Variety 

Development & 

Processing, Plant 

Breeding & Release 

 

RSVP 

 to 47903600 or email 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au  
for catering purposes 

Smartcane BMP incentive 
payment expires next year 
As you may be aware, Wilmar is offering a one-off financial incentive to Burdekin 

growers who obtain their environmental accreditation. 

This incentive scheme was introduced last year to encourage grower uptake of the 

industry-run Smartcane BMP program. Time is running out to take advantage of 

the offer. 

How it works:  

 Wilmar will make a one-off payment of 15 cents per tonne of cane when you 

obtain Smartcane BMP accreditation for the three core modules. 

 The payment is capped at 25,000 tonnes per ABN. 

 If you have already got BMP accreditation, wilmar will make the payment 

retrospectively. 

 The offer ends with the finalisation of 2018 cane payments. 

For more information, please contact Grower Relations and Strategic Initiative 

Manager Steve Postma on 4722 1922 or by emailing steve.postma@au.wilmar-

intl.com. 

Queensland irrigators 
encouraged to have their say 
on water prices  
The Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) will hold workshops across the state 

to encourage and assist Queensland irrigators to make submissions to the 

Queensland Competition Authority’s (QCA) investigation into the state’s irrigation 

schemes. 

QFF President Stuart Armitage encouraged irrigators and interested parties to take 

the opportunity to have their positions heard and make a submission. 

“The QCA’s examination of water prices in SunWater and SEQWater irrigation 

schemes across the state will determine new prices for irrigators for the 2020-24 

period,” Mr Armitage said. 

“QFF is undertaking independent assessments of each bulk and distribution 

scheme’s costs and the pricing implications for Queensland’s irrigators.” 

“Workshops are planned in a number of locations across Queensland over the 

coming weeks to present the cost analysis of each scheme to help irrigators 

prepare their submissions to the QCA.”  

“It is essential that the QCA listens to and considers the concerns of Queensland 

irrigators’ regarding significant water price increases and contributing to dam safety 

infrastructure and flood management and monitoring services.” 

A meeting is being held in the Burdekin on Wednesday 28th 

November, 10.30am at the BRIA Office in Ayr. 

Submissions to the QCA as part of the irrigation price review close Friday 22 

February 2019 and can be made here: www.qca.org.au/submissions.  

mailto:steve.postma@au.wilmar-intl.com
mailto:steve.postma@au.wilmar-intl.com
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Irrigation tariff trial extended to wide 
group of farmers 
In the previous edition of canenews (November 2, page 3) we reported on the welcome step of 

Ergon irrigation tariff trial.  To participate in the initiative growers are to complete an online 

expression of interest form at ergon.com.au/agtariffs.  Before going online you will need: 

 your account number; 

 NMI; and 

 a photo of our meter box / switchboard. 

As part of the application process, Ergon will provide advice on: 

 The suitability of Tariff 33 for your farming needs  

 Compliance of your meter box and switchboard  

 How Tariff 33 timing is generally managed in  your area. 

If your application is successful and you would like to proceed, you should then contact your electricity retailer to follow their 

standard tariff change process. Ergon would also like to understand your experiences during this process and may request your 

feedback through an email survey. 

For more information on the tariff initiative for irrigators click here. 

National Agriculture Day 
National Agriculture Day is next Wednesday 21st November.  There are many ways to celebrate the 

day, check out www.agday.org.au.  One of the ways is a photo competition highlighting how 

agriculture is making the world a little better each year. 

Capture and share what makes you feel good about agriculture.  Simply upload your image here, and 

you'll be in the running to win $500 courtesy of Harvest Tyres. Runners up will also receive an AgDay 

prize pack. 

http://www.ergon.com.au/agtariffs
https://www.bdbcanegrowers.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Tariff-Initiative-for-Irrigators-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.bdbcanegrowers.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Tariff-Initiative-for-Irrigators-fact-sheet.pdf
https://www.irrigationaustralia.com.au/events/event/certificate-iii-in-irrigation-home-hill-qld-block-1-of-2
https://www.agday.org.au/photo-competition
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Wilmar posts jump in Q3 profit 
 

Wilmar reported third quarter results this week with a 35% increase in core net profit to US$434.7 million for the quarter ended 

September 30, 2018 (“3Q2018”) (3Q2017: US$321.7 million).  The stronger performance was driven by better results in Tropical 

Oils and Oilseeds & Grains. This was further supported by higher share of results of affiliates and a slight improvement in Sugar. 

Overall net profit improved by 11% to US$407.4 million (3Q2017: US$368.1 million) due to losses recorded by the Group ’s 

discontinued operations in Brazil. The discontinued operations are part of the newly acquired Sugar subsidiary in India.  

Revenue for the quarter increased 4% to US$11.61 billion (3Q2017: US$ 11.13 billion), supported by higher sales volumes across 

all of the Group’s businesses.   

Together with a strong set of results in the first half of 2018, the Group achieved a 49% increase in core net profit to US$970.1 

million for the nine months ended September 30, 2018 (“9M2018”) (9M2017: US$650.8 million). Overall net profit increased 21% 

to US$927.1 million (9M2017: US$769.0 million) while revenue grew 4% to US$33.57 billion (9M2017: US$32.30 billion).    

The Sugar Division (Milling, Merchandising, Refining & Consumer Products) reported a 2% increase in pretax profit to US$76.4 

million in 3Q2018 (3Q2017: US$75.2 million). The improvement was driven by stronger performance in the merchandising 

business, partially offset by losses incurred by the Group’s newly acquired subsidiary, Shree Renuka Sugars Limited.  

Sales volume for the segment increased 47% to 4.5 million MT in 3Q2018 (3Q2107: 3.1 million MT). The higher sales by the 

milling business was attributed to the change in the Australian sugar marketing programme in 2017 which resulted in a portion of 

sugar produced in 2017 being sold in the current year.  

The Others segment recorded a pretax loss of US$7.4 million (3Q2017: US$56.5 million gain), mainly due to the weaker 

performance by the Fertiliser business and lower investment income from the Group’s investment portfolio.   
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Queensland 
farmers 
encouraged to 
attend GFIA in 
Focus  
Queensland farmers are encouraged to 

attend the Global Forum for Innovations 

in Agriculture (GFIA) In Focus Australia 

event on 27-28 November at the 

Brisbane Convention and Exhibition 

Centre. 

Designed to support the ambition for 

Australian agriculture to become a $100 

billion industry by 2030, the event will 

showcase the latest innovations and 

technologies for smart food production.   

Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) 

President Stuart Armitage said the event 

would help drive the sector forward to 

capitalise on the opportunities that exist, 

which benefits all Queenslanders.  

“GFIA in Focus is a forum to bring 

farmers, agribusiness executives, 

innovators, scientists, investors and 

development experts together to share 

innovative ways to respond to some of 

the big challenges in the sector to drive 

sustainable agriculture for increased 

productivity and food security,” Mr 

Armitage said. 

“More than 2,000 visitors are expected 

from across Australia and the Asia 

Pacific for the two-day exhibition and 

conference.” 

“The event will showcase hundreds of 

innovations in sustainable ag-tech and 

new opportunities for suppliers, 

investors and food producers.” 

2,000 free tickets are available to food 

producers, policy makers, scientists and 

investors interested in attending. To 

register your attendance or to find out 

more, visit www.gfiaaustralia.com. 

Event details: 

GFIA In Focus Australia 

27 November 2018: 09.00 – 18.00 

28 November 2018: 09.00 – 16.00 

Brisbane Convention and Exhibition 

Centre  

Top five irrigation efficiency tips  

The Energy Savers energy efficiency audits of 130 Queensland farms, have 

helped farmers identify where they can make energy savings and other efficiency 

improvements. The final audit reports included a list of recommendations with 

costings that the farmers could use to make investment and management decisions.   

Video case study - Lower 
Burdekin Water   

Lower Burdekin Water have achieved 58,000kWh in annual energy savings, with a 40 

per cent cost saving and a payback period of less than two years with a pump 

efficiency upgrade after an Energy Savers audit. They’re so happy with the savings 

on their 130kW pump, they’re rolling it out to all their 16 other pump stations!  

For more information and related news on energy savers click here. 

https://www.qff.org.au/projects/energy-savers/
https://www.qff.org.au/blog/five-top-irrigation-energy-efficiency-tips/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_z25A1jBSYQ
https://www.qff.org.au/newsroom/case-studies/lower-burdekin-water/
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Crushing Stats 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

2014 12.81 12.41 12.52 13.17 13.78 14.16 14.24 14.38 14.50 14.75 14.83 15.21 14.82 15.07 15.19 15.27 14.90 15.12 15.22 15.47 15.45 15.29

2015 12.39 12.84 13.35 13.66 13.91 14.28 14.37 14.58 14.76 14.94 15.08 15.13 15.28 15.47 15.68 15.84 16.00 16.04 15.90 15.76 15.92 15.89

2016 11.87 12.22 10.94 12.12 12.57 12.64 12.11 12.74 13.20 13.45 13.43 13.78 14.27 14.38 14.58 14.74 14.47 14.76 14.44 14.63 14.82

2017 11.88 12.30 12.67 12.84 13.37 13.67 13.97 14.23 14.37 14.47 14.75 14.78 14.96 15.07 14.87 15.06 14.98 15.02 14.61 12.93 13.05

2018 13.40 13.82 13.91 13.82 14.30 14.50 14.66 14.85 15.08 15.05 15.22 15.16 15.27 15.57 15.50 15.85 15.90 15.84 15.50 15.47 15.56 15.65
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Invicta Pioneer Kalamia Inkerman

Season finish 
Wilmar have advised the last bin of cane was tipped at 

Inkerman Mill about 1.50am today, bringing the 2018 Burdekin 

crush to an end. 

8.02 million tonnes of cane was crushed across the four mills 

and the region's average CCS was 15 units.  This CCS is the 

highest in the Australian sugar industry for 2018.  

Burdekin Regional Operations Manager Paul Turnbull said this 

year’s average CCS was also the highest recorded for the 

Burdekin in about 15 years.  

Mill totals were:  

Invicta - 3.01 million tonnes 

Pioneer - 1.69 million tonnes 

Kalamia - 1.59 million tonnes 

Inkerman - 1.73  million tonnes 

For Inkerman Mill Production Superintendent Glen Griggs 

(pictured left with incoming Production Superintendent Stephen 

Eastment), the 2018 season has been a sweet end to a 40-

year career in the industry, as he heads into retirement.  

“Inkerman Mill has book-ended my career, as I started at this 

mill as an assistant sugar boiler in 1978 and I’m finishing up 

here as the production superintendent,” Mr Griggs said.  
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the 

QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense 

of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.   

Crop Year  Indicative Price Movement  

2018 Season 365.52 -3.94 

2019 Season 396.92 -2.85 

2020 Season 407.46 -2.48 

2021 Season 404.41 -1.91 

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/

USD exchange rates 

Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends 

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

QSL Harvest Pool $364 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $361 

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool $368 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $341 

QSL US Quota Pool $621 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $389 

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price. 

For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation 

Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page 

of the Pricing and Payments section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also 

available in the Pricing & Payments section.  

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun -17 65% 246.26 

19 Jul 18 65% 246.26 

16 Aug 18 65% 225.42 

20 Sep 18 65% 225.42 

18 Oct 18 70% 248.09 

15 Nov 18 70% 277.56 

20 Dec 18 75% 297.38 

17 Jan 19 80% 317.21 

21 Feb 19 85% 337.03 

21 Mar 19 87.5% 346.95 

18 Apr 19 90% 356.86 

16 May 19 95% 376.68 

20 Jun 19 97.5% 386.60 

Jul -19 100% 396.51 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 16 November 2018 

2018 Season Advances Schedule 

As at 9 November 2018 

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices 

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date 

and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include 

Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may 

differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ 

Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments 

resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements.  For more information, view the 

latest QSL Market Snapshot here. 

Estimated QSL 2018 Pool Prices 

As at 9 November 2018 

2018 Season Advances 

Schedule 

As at 31 October 2018 

 

Applicable from 
Default Pools % 

Rate 

Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Initial 60% 217.95 

23 Aug 18 65% 224.97 

18 Oct 18 70% 240.34 

22 Nov 18 72.5% 267.39 

13 Dec 18 75% 276.61 

24 Jan 19 80% 295.05 

21 Feb 19 82.5% 304.27 

21 Mar 19 87.5% 322.71 

18 Apr 19 90% 331.93 

16 May 19 92.5% 341.15 

20 Jun 19 95% 350.37 

July 19 100% 368.81 

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board 

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment 

by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change 

during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price 

and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any 

pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

Confirmed 

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

Wilmar Production Risk Pool $391 

Wilmar Managed Pool $358 

Wilmar US Quota Pool $661 

Estimated Wilmar 2018 Pool Prices 

As at 31 October 2018 

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at 

the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage. 

Allocation Account Amounts begin the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on 

a monthly basis as actual premiums and costs are known. 

For the 2018 Season Production Risk Pool we forecast that the quantity of sugar in the Pool 

exceeds the downside risk to the crop (i.e. at the commencement of the Season, the Pool is 

greater than 30% of total estimated PPA sugar). Accordingly the Pool Manager has 

commenced pricing that portion of the Pool that exceeds this downside risk to the crop. 

Key points to note regarding the way Wilmar is reporting sugar sales into the USA:- 

• The US Quota Pool will only include sales made against the specific Certificates of Quota 

Eligibility (CQEs) allocated to Wilmar by the US Government and those which Wilmar is 

entitled to market by virtue of its share of MEI/GEI marketing tonnage. 

• The tonnage and net returns resulting from the US Quota CQEs purchased from other 

Queensland marketers and sold onto the USA are not allocated to the US Quota Pool and will 

be ascribed to the Production Risk Pool. 

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web 

 

https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzhJ5wQsCzAQsTjd7a9EVdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCVssUCZsSHaNfPP_5twx7P50lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISVpAwUUqen-LPbb0VBZPHTbFIzzhPPXXzP2t-EyCJtdmUVPBgY-F6lK1FJUSyOrKrKr01yR3-rEDNYGjbGX3ifEYLAUXoHBzVmaACPAnn44T4ZjttI-g7441


 

 10 

1. QFF has called the referral notice, handed down last week 
by the Queensland Government directing the Queensland 
Competition Authority to investigate the state’s irrigation 
schemes, a ‘mixed bag’ for Queensland’s irrigators. QFF 
media statement HERE and QCL story HERE.  

2. The Queensland Competition Authority has begun a 
review into irrigation prices for SunWater and Seqwater’s 
water supply schemes for 2020 – 2024. Workshops will be 
held in areas where there is sufficient interest, please 
register HERE.  

3. QFF Project Manager Ross Henry spoke to RN Breakfast 
about a QFF project developing insurance products for 
farmers to protect them against the impacts of natural 
disasters as cyclone season begins. Take a listen HERE 
and for more information click HERE.  

4. QFF is encouraging Queensland farmers to attend the 
Global Forum for Innovations in Agriculture (GFIA) In 
Focus Australia event on 27-28 November at the Brisbane 
Convention and Exhibition Centre. QFF media statement 
HERE.  

5. QFF industry member CANEGROWERS has welcomed 
the Australian Government’s commitment to a bold, green 
and grower-led future for Queensland northernmost sugar 
mill. Details HERE.  

6. Dam safety is a community benefit and the upgrades 
provide no additional benefit to irrigators, therefore they 
should not be expected to contribute to the dam safety 
upgrade capital expenditure. QFF’s QCL column HERE.  

7. The latest Energy Savers e-newsletter is now available. 
Stay up-to-date with the latest news including irrigation 
energy efficiency tips and subsidised energy management 
training run by the Energy Efficiency Council HERE.  

8. Are you passionate about agriculture and making a 
difference for the Great Barrier Reef? This is your 
opportunity to be mentored by experienced experts to gain 
skills and support primary producers located throughout 
the Reef catchments. Details HERE.  

9. The Queensland Government is investing millions of 
dollars to help producers better manage drought and 
climate events with new tools including more reliable 
forecasting, insurance products and customised climate 
information. More HERE.  

10. The theme for Australian Food Safety Week (10-17 
November 2018) is ‘Food Poisoning – take it seriously!’ 
Make sure you’re washing your hands properly, using a 
thermometer for safe cooking and know at what 
temperature your food should be stored HERE.  

Smartcane BMP self-
assessment workshops 
BMP self-assessment workshops will be held fortnightly on 

Monday mornings (9 –11 am) with the next meeting scheduled 

November 19. 

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP 

accreditation.  Growers who have completed the self-

assessment and would like to continue on to accreditation 

should also contact Terry or Jasmine. 

Please RSVP to: 

Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149 

Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601 

Terry Granshaw 
0437 553 149 

tgranshaw@bps.net.au 

IrrigWeb workshops 
IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday 

mornings (9 - 11 am) with the next meeting scheduled Nov 22. 

Workshops will cover:  setting up a farm and paddocks; 

determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation 

information. 

You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet.  Phones are 

suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too 

small for the initial setup.  If you don’t have a laptop or tablet 

please let us know so we can organise one. 

Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079. 

Jasmine Connolly 
0438 934 601 

jconnolly@bps.net.au 

 

QFF is a federation that represents the interests of peak and 

national agriculture industry organisations which in turn 

represent more than 13,000 primary producers across the state. 

CANEGROWERS is a major commodity member of QFF. 
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Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

CANEGROWERS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Wayne Smith General Manager 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3606 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Fortnightly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Invicta Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 

Kalamia Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Sue Wright sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Inkerman Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 


