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CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd Newsletter Edition 2018/17 Distributed: Friday 28 September 2018   

Owen nominates for STL director position 
Canegrowers Burdekin members who are G class shareholders of STL are 

encouraged to support and vote for Owen in his quest for the STL Grower Director 

position. 

Votes can be lodged by mail or fax. Assistance is available at the Canegrowers 

Burdekin office for shareholders to lodge or fax votes. 

Proxy votes must be received by STL no later than 48 hours before the AGM to be 

held at 10:00am on Wednesday 24th October; so this means no later than 10am 

on Monday 22nd October. 

The following is an extract from the information that Owen provided to STL and 

shareholders in support of his nomination: 

My name is Owen Menkens, I am a cane grower in the Burdekin district and have 

been operating the farm for 21 years; I have attained initial accreditation in the 

Smartcane Best Management Practice System. Prior to farming I worked as an 

accountant in Brisbane and London. 

I am currently Deputy Chair of Canegrowers Burdekin Ltd, a member of 

Canegrowers Qld Policy Council and a director of Qld Cane Growers Organisation 

where I am Chairman of the Audit and Risk Committee. I have been involved in 

industry directorships for over ten years through which I have an extensive knowledge of director’s duties and obligations. I have 

a Bachelor of Commerce Degree and I am a Graduate Member of the Australian Institute of Company Directors.  

I have nominated for a position of grower director on Sugar Terminals Ltd. STL is a very important component in the sugar 

industry as it handles 90% of the raw sugar produced. The terminal assets and infrastructure need to be appropriately maintained 

for the benefit of the industry for the long term. The business of STL must also remain sustainable to service these assets and 

provide reasonable returns to shareholders. STL needs to have stability in its long-term direction for both shareholders and the 

sugar industry as a whole. If you have any queries, please feel free to contact me on 0409 480 179 or 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com. 

STL released its annual results on 5th September declaring a higher net profit after tax of $25.7 million and an increased dividend 

of 6.5 cents per share. 

Key speaker to give insight into the 
world of VARIETIES, specifically 
sugar cane! 
Cane growers attending Canegrowers Burdekin Limited’s annual general meeting on Wednesday, 

November 21 will have the opportunity to hear from SRA Executive Manager Dr Jason Eglinton. Dr 

Eglinton is responsible for Cane Variety Development & Processing; Plant Breeding & release.  

He has over 20 years experience in applied R&D, variety development and commercialisation. Dr 

Eglinton was previously Professor of Plant Breeding at University of Adelaide and has held a range 

of leadership roles serving on Boards and committees ranging from academic to commercial and 

agribusiness settings. 

mailto:owen_menkens@hotmail.com
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Harvest management meeting update 
An update meeting attended by grower representatives and Wilmar managers was held on Tuesday. 

Meetings for 2018 are running much shorter similar to what the crushing season is given the great run there has been with 

weather so far and the forecasts going forward. 

Mills Production & Performance 

Wilmar Burdekin Operations Manager Paul Turnbull’s report provided an update as of 22nd September.  

The report indicated that all mills throughput is on or ahead of forecast budget and were either running to or crushing to HG pans 

& fugals capacity. 

Noted overall that CCS levels are high and will most likely continue to track high as the weather outlook remains favourable. 

A brief on major stops experienced since the last HMG meeting were: 

 Invicta – A Power blackout, Weighbridge load cell failure, Boiler 3 control, Tip spotter cable and delays in loading sugar train 

to port due to a collision with a vehicle. 

 Pioneer – Same blackout incident, Boiler 2 air fan drive, #1 mill outrigger bearing mount cracked. 

 Kalamia -  Broken shredder hammer and #5 mill turbine issue damage to electrical cables. 

 Inkerman – Stop required to attend to repairs on bagasse conveyor skirting and B1 mill primary gearbox. 

Harvest equity 

Each mill area logistics officers reported that currently there were no concerns with some minor management requirements for a 

couple of same harvester dual groups. 

Logistics officers have commenced preparations to initiate manual bin allocations in a few weeks time. 

They also expressed their appreciation for the help from contractors in identifying and notifying bins with burnt out bearings. 

Harvest & Transport safety   

Pleasingly the level of incidents in the reporting period is very low. 

There was a report of a bin that dropped off the back of the haulout truck operating in paddock. 

Also there has been interference by a third party in several sets of turnouts on the Kalamia central cane rail line. 

Concerns were raised regarding a grower who was working paddock with tractor and had just missed a loco operating adjacent to 

the paddock.  

Anyone working near the cane rail corridor should notify the relevant mill site traffic office so that loco drivers can be made aware 

that machinery is operating in area. 

It was also noted that signage in the form of H boards is also available and recommended for harvesting contractors to use. 

Wilmar officers said the cane rail corridor should always be treated like a main road. Machinery should look before coming within 

three metres of the cane rail line. 

End of Season 

An analysis provided by Cane Supply Manager Peter Luke revealed that there is six to seven weeks to go and that Invicta, 

Pioneer & Kalamia may finish on 8th November and Inkerman on 11th November. 

Please note the dates are indicative only and the usual caveats of weather, mill performance and crop estimate apply. 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be conducted in three weeks’ time on Wednesday 17th October. 
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Councillors reject 
growers application 
The application submitted to Burdekin Shire Council by four of 

the Burdekin district grower organisations and collectives 

requesting consideration for all rate payers was rejected by 

Councillors at their meeting held on 11th September. 

The request submitted for the Councillors consideration was: 

 Extension of Payment Due Date 

 Allowing repayment of 2018/2019 rates over remaining 

period of council’s financial year 

 No interest applicable to extension/repayment program 

A copy of the response from Council is produced here. 

Cane burning change 
1st October 
As detailed in the cane supply agreement growers are 

requested to observe the reduction in burning for harvest 

allowance conditions that are effective as at 1st October.  

Growers and harvest contractors are also encouraged to 

conduct smaller burns that will assist in minimising stale cane 

and dextran levels going into the change to 1&1/2 day  burns 

that is effective of 1st October. 

Wilmar have reached the 70 per cent mark for the 2018 crush. 

As at 11am today, Wilmar's eight mills had crushed a total of 

10.88 million tonnes out of an estimated 15.52 million tonne 

crop. CCS levels have remained high across all regions. 

Proserpine is the standout this week with average CCS topping 

16 units.  

BURDEKIN 

• Average weekly CCS is 15.81 units, 0.71 units above 

budget 

• Isolated showers during September had little impact on 

harvesting operations and season-to-date throughput at 

our mills is ahead of forecast 

• Based on the estimated crop, with time allowed for wet 

weather, crushing is expected to finish at Invicta, Kalamia 

and Pioneer mills on 8 November. Inkerman is expected to 

finish on 11 November 

Drought program 
review - have your say 
The Queensland Government has committed to review drought 

programs in Queensland. An independent two member Panel 

has been appointed to conduct the Drought Program Review. 

The Panel will be holding regional forums and seeking written 

submissions from mid September.  To make a written 

submission, please click here.  

The Burdekin forum will be held Wednesday 3rd October, 

11.30am - 1.30pm at the Burdekin Theatre. 

https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/droughtprogramreview/submissions-form
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New permit allows 
Queensland 
sugarcane growers 
to control rats from 
the air 
Sugar Research Australia (SRA) and 

CANEGROWERS have worked together to help 

Queensland sugarcane growers control rat 

infestations. 

Working with the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 

Medicines Authority (APVMA), the organisations have 

secured a minor use permit to allow for aerial baiting 

of the rat poison RATTOFF® (zinc phosphide bait 

sachets) to control rats in lodged sugarcane crops. 

SRA Executive Manager for Biosecurity and 

Production, Dr Andrew Ward, said that the permit had 

previously only covered the Mackay and Herbert 

Regions, but now extended across Queensland.  

“SRA and CANEGROWERS have worked together 

over the last few months to develop this minor use 

permit for the industry, gaining an extension across 

Queensland to the existing permit held by 

CANEGROWERS,” Dr Ward said. “In essence, the 

permit will allow the application of baits by helicopters 

or drones in lodged cane only.” 

Dr Ward said that lodged cane was almost impossible 

to access to apply baits, so the aerial application 

granted by the APVMA was vital. 

“We thank the APVMA for their work on this issue for 

the industry, which will help the industry manage a 

significant productivity constraint across a widespread 

geographic area.” 

The permit covers an area of 10,000 hectares. 

Rats have caused major damage in parts of the 

Australian sugarcane industry in recent years, and 

their losses can range from 10-30 percent as a result 

of a combination of lost tonnes and reduced sugar 

content. 

The permit builds on previous work by SRA and 

CANEGROWERS, where the organisations 

demonstrated the need for the permit for lodged 

crops. These organisations also demonstrated that 

there were minimal risks to the environment and that 

the baits would not poison other species. The APVMA 

will soon advise of the formal timeframe for the 

permit, and growers should contact their local 

productivity services organisation for more 

information. 

India subsidy decision 
guts Aussie farmers 
An Indian government decision to help its sugar industry dump 5-

million tonnes of subsidised sugar onto the world market is 

devastating for Australia’s sugarcane farmers. 

CANEGROWERS says the Australian Government must now stand 

up and take the issue to the World Trade Organisation. 

“India is exporting its domestic problem of failed sugar policies 

which encouraged over-production,” CANEGROWERS Chairman 

Paul Schembri said. “Australian growers must not be left to bear 

the costs of India’s breach of international trade rules. 

“On the back of the news that India’s industry is getting the 

equivalent of a $850-million-dollar assistance package including 

help to export its subsidised sugar, the global price plunged below 

10 US cents/pound overnight. 

“The price was already below our costs of production, so this 

further drop is another hit to Australian cane growers and their rural 

communities.” 

In the past ten months, the sugar price had already fallen the 

equivalent of $156 Australian per tonne as a surplus market 

anticipated Indian subsidised exports. With the Indian government 

confirming the exports will take place, the market fell by a further 

$14 per tonne overnight to be just on $300 per tonne. 

“We don’t want subsidies or handouts,” Mr Schembri said. “We 

want the Australian Government to roll its sleeves up, partner with 

the other affected countries who are members of the Global Sugar 

Alliance and call India to account before the World Trade 

Organisation. 

“We’ve done some preliminary analysis which clearly indicates that 

India is in breach of WTO rules. 

“Our industry has been deregulated, throwing us to the mercies of 

the world market and completely exposing Australian growers to 

the movements of the world sugar price. 

“We work hard and are efficient producers of a top-quality export 

product. 

“Now is the time for the Australian Government to back us where it 

counts and insist that India stick to the rules and remove its trade 

distorting subsidies.” 

The New York sugar futures price (October ’18 raw sugar futures 

contract) on 27 November 2017 was 15.47 US c/lb. Overnight it fell 

to 9.9 US c/lb which represents a fall of 5.5 US c/lb in ten months. 

This equates to a fall of $122.8 US/tonne or $170.55 Australian.  
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Electricity 
account ‘non-
reversion’ policy 
removal misses mark  
Regional electricity customers will be able to return to Ergon 

after switching to another energy retailer following continued 

advocacy by the Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) and 

industry members. 

Legislation passed by the Queensland Government yesterday 

to remove the ‘non-reversion’ policy has been welcomed by 

QFF; however, with the change only extending to small 

customers (those under 100MW) it is unlikely to benefit the 

many agricultural businesses looking for energy price relief. 

QFF President Stuart Armitage said the removal of the ‘non-

reversion’ policy was the first step in securing affordable energy 

for farmers and regional businesses, with QFF renewing its call 

for the government to recognise modern agriculture and 

increase the small business customer threshold. 

“QFF has been advocating for the small business customer 

threshold to be increased from 100 MWh per year to 160 MWh 

per year for some time. Without this, not many agricultural 

businesses or other small customers are going to benefit from 

this regulatory amendment,” Mr Armitage said. 

“Currently small business customers consuming over 100MW 

are subjected to $/KW demand charges, significantly increasing 

electricity bills.” 

“They are also unable to access the Queensland Government’s 

Affordable Energy Plan which includes access to Ergon’s Easy 

Pay Rewards package of annual payments of $75 for residents 

and $120 for small businesses.” 

“Excluding many small farming and irrigation enterprises leaves 

them to struggle with high fixed costs and denies them access 

to any of the rewards packages on offer.” 

“And based on current state government policy and tariff 

offerings, many agricultural businesses face further bill 

increases in excess of 50% when they are forced on to 

standard business demand-based tariffs in less than two 

years.” 

“If action is not taken, unsustainable electricity price increases 

and lagging productivity will result in more expensive food and 

fibre and a loss of international competitiveness.” 

Canefields Ephemera 

Grower Gavin Falco has been 

awarded the Judges Prize in the 

Ephemera Exhibition that is conducted 

in conjunction with the annual Home 

Hill Harvest Festival which kicked off 

last Friday. 

Gavin’s piece titled Tri Ballz featured spheres of barbed wire; 

plough discs and metal hoops all items that are a depiction in 

and around Burdekin cane fields in either the past or the 

present. 

2018 QSL Annual 
General Meeting  
Queensland Sugar Limited has announced that its 2018 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held at 10am on 

Thursday 25 October 2018 at the Christie Conference Centre, 

320 Adelaide Street, Brisbane. 

QSL Chairman Guy Cowan and QSL Managing Director and 

CEO Greg Beashel will both address the meeting. 

The minutes from the 2017 QSL AGM are available by clicking 

here. 

QSL’s 2017/2018 Annual Report will be available prior to the 

AGM via the QSL website. 

http://www.qsl.com.au/sites/default/files/2017QSLAGMMinutes.pdf
http://www.qsl.com.au/sites/default/files/2017QSLAGMMinutes.pdf
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Energy audits and 
grants for large Ergon 
customers  

The government is still seeking registrations of interest for the 

Large Customer Adjustment Program for Queensland 

businesses that use more than 100MWh/year of electricity. 

Successful applicants will receive an energy audit funded by 

the Queensland Government as well as up to $250,000 as a co

-contribution to assist with implementation.   

READ FULL ARTICLE HERE  

Energy and water 
productivity in cotton 
and cane  

Two Western Downs cotton farms and a Mareeba cane farm 

have shown that irrigation energy efficiency has more benefits 

than just the power bill savings. Following detailed 

pump energy audits as part of the Energy Savers Plus 

Program, all three farms have implemented projects that are 

saving on power bills.  

DETAILS HERE  

Check out our Events page for more information about 

upcoming workshops and information sessions!  

ENERGY SAVERS EVENTS  

Energy Savers Events  

https://www.qff.org.au/blog/business-energy-savers-program/
https://www.qff.org.au/blog/business-energy-savers-program/
https://www.qff.org.au/blog/energy-water-productivity-cotton-cane/
https://www.qff.org.au/blog/business-energy-savers-program/
https://www.qff.org.au/events/
https://www.qff.org.au/events/
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

Executive Comment 
✓ Along with the Chairman and Vice Chairman, attended industry biosecurity awareness training with the Australian Sugar 

Milling Council, SRA and Plant Health Australia. 

✓ QCGO Audit Risk & Compliance Committee meeting. 

✓ QCGO Board Meeting. The Code of Conduct Review Team were in attendance and summarised their recent workshops 
around the districts. 

✓ Attended AustSafe Risk, Audit & Compliance Committee meeting. 

✓ Ongoing work on Code of Conduct review, end of year accounts and trade and competition policy work. 

✓ District Managers catch-up teleconference to discuss current and future operational issues. 

✓ Planning for the 2019 ISO Conference to be held in Australia. 

✓ NFF Trade Committee meeting and NFF briefing on risks to Glyphosate 

✓ Briefed for the Dept of Agriculture regarding Social License to Operate project. 

✓ Attended the  Energy Consumers Australia Forum in Bundaberg. 

✓ Sugar Industry Nutrition Roundtable teleconference to discuss outcomes of senate inquiry and related public commentary on 
nutrition. 

✓ Attended Drought Program Review and teleconference. 

✓ Ongoing work on CANEGROWERS market information services project. 
 

Legal 
✓ Advising district regarding entitlement of grower to supply cane to drought affected graziers rather than to the mill. 

✓ Participating in Code review submissions. 
 

Trade 
✓ Briefed the CEO of Trade and Investment Queensland on the impact of Indian and Pakistani sugar subsidies on the world 

market, the federal government’s escalation of the issue in the WTO and with India and Pakistan bilaterally and 
CANEGROWERS efforts to secure coordinated action between Australia, Thailand and Brazil to bring the issue to resolution.  

✓ Updated Tate & Lyle Sugars on issues relating to the Australia-EU FTA and received a briefing from them on developments 
in relation to BREXIT. 

✓ Liaison with ASMC over the structure of the forthcoming ASA trade strategy session. 

✓ Preparations for the November Global Sugar Alliance meeting. 

✓ Participating in the Organising Committee for Australia hosting the ISO 2019 mid-year conference in Cairns. 
 

Electricity 
✓ Participated in a stakeholder forum hosted by QCOSS to consider a response to the Energy Queensland draft Regulatory 

Proposal and TSS. 

✓ Provided input to the AER Customer Reference Group’s response to the draft AER Rate of Return Guideline. 
 

Marketing 
✓ Planning for the continuing roll out of CANEGROWERS marketing information service. 

✓ Teleconference finalising modelling for the Code review. 

✓ The ACCC advises it is presently finalising follow up enquiries to ensure their understanding of all circumstances leading up 
to the harbour dues issue is correct.  They hope to have these enquiries completed in the next month. 

 

Data 61 
✓ CANGROWERS attended part of the CSIRO Data 61 conference in Brisbane. The research work on providing real time data 

on water quality which is directly relevant to a grower was of interest. This could be a useful tool for growers to get feedback 
on the water quality effects of their farming practices and weather events. 

 

Rural Jobs and Skills Alliance (RJSA) 
✓ The RJSA is being funded for another 3 years and has approved a strategic plan. There was discussion on a Women in 

Business project run by Growcom, support to continue the School to Industry Partnership Program (SIPP) which currently 
has no funding, options for monitoring the quality of registered training organisations and the continuation of the Agricultural 
Capacity Building Program which placed graduates in extension trainee positions. 

 

Reef Science and Regulations Meeting – Southern Region 
✓ CANEGROWERS attended the reef science and regulation meeting in Bundaberg.  The meeting was set-up by the 

CANEGROWER Districts in the southern region to discuss the science informing the reef regulations.  A series of 
presentations and a tour of the Bundaberg districts formed the agenda for the day. 

✓ Queensland Government provided an overview of the reef science policy, strategy, targets and reef report cards.  Discussion 
on targets, area of cane, the influence of other land uses, land use changes from cane to macadamias and sweet potatoes. 

✓ The Paddock to Reef modelling was outlined and the data that forms the modelled outcomes explained.  Discussion on data 
validity, privacy, accuracy and results of the model informing the report card. 

✓ The water quality monitoring was outlined.  Sample sites, the timeframe of monitored data informing the models (10 years), 
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

the quality of data and how the data informed the models was discussed.  There was strong debate on monitoring sites and 
duration of monitored data.  More monitoring sites have been added however the regions believe more sites are required. 

✓ The catchment loads and priority areas were outlined for the southern region.  DIN is considered low risk and there in no risk 
from sediment from cane.  Chemicals including metalaclor (dual gold), diuron and imidacloprid (cane grub control) are being 
found in monitoring and are outlined as a risk. 

✓ A tour of the Bundaberg district was organised showing land use change from cane to macadamia and sweet potatoes.  The 
growers considered this as a greater risk to water quality than cane, due to the lack of ground cover from trash, the practices 
of tillage and scale of operations. 

 

Reef Science Presentation – Peter Ridd 
✓ CANEGROWERS attended a presentation on reef science by Peter Ridd hosted by Bundaberg Sugar Services. 

✓ The meeting was attended by approximately 25 people including growers, CANEGROWERS Bundaberg / Bundaberg Sugar 
Services staff, industry and media. 

✓ Peter Ridd outlined his concerns on the reef science that informs the government policy.  He provided examples of a number 
of papers which he considered had flawed science.  He outlined his idea of establishing an Institute of Policy Science and 
Quality Assurance and recommended that 1% of the Great Barrier Reef Foundation funding (approximately $5M) go towards 
the institute.  

 

Smartcane BMP 
✓ A modified approach to assessing practice standards is being implemented for the core modules.  Rather than simply 

deciding if a grower meets, or does not meet, a broad practice standard, the modified approach will record how closely the 
grower meets each standard.  This will be done by assessing each element of a standard separately.  This will improve the 
value of practice assessments, both for recognising where a grower sits in relation to each industry and above industry 
standard, and for identifying actions required to reach a particular practice standard. 

✓ Discussions continue with the Dept of Environment and Science on the need for better information on social factors that 
affect the success of reef programs, and other initiatives, that promote and support farm practice improvement.  We are some 
way from seeing the benefits of additional data, not to mention the methods and resources required to collect reliable and 
informative data.  

 
 

Sustainable Sugar 
Czarnikow 

✓ QCGO held a phone conference with Czarnikow and AB Sustain on their Vive sustainability framework and linkages with 
Smartcane BMP.  Next steps include a benchmark exercise to evaluate the two programs to be concluded by the end of the 
year. 

✓ Depending on the outcome of the benchmark evaluation, other opportunities include discussion on the supply of raws to Asia 
through Czarnikow via the Vive framework. 

✓ QCGO also outlined the blockchain project to Czarnikow who were interested in the concept.   
Coke 

✓ QCGO provided follow-up information to Coca-Cola’s global procurement team which was to be discussed at their 
procurement meeting.  This provides further opportunities for Smartcane BMP meeting Coca-Cola’s sustainable sourcing 
needs for 2020.   

ProTerra 

✓ QCGO has been working with ProTerra and American Sugar Refinery to evaluate Smartcane BMP against the ProTerra 
sustainability framework.  A Social Verification audit is scheduled for the week of 25 September 2018.  This will include 
Wilmar mills in Invicta and Pioneer and six growers (small, medium and large) in the Burdekin. 

✓ QCGO has been working with Terry Granshaw, Smartcane BMP facilitator in the Burdekin to arrange six growers for 
ProTerra Social Verification audits.  The audits will identify alignment and gaps in the Queensland cane industry against the 
ProTerra standard. 

✓ QCGO will be attending one of the audits to get a better understanding of the process. 
 

Biosecurity 
✓ CANEGROWERS with SRA held a biosecurity training workshop facilitated by Plant Health Australia with SRA, QCGO, 

ASMC, ACFA and DAF in attendance.  The meeting was about preparedness of the cane industry to manage a pest 
incursion. The industry has the structures and information in place, but if there was a biosecurity outbreak how would the 
industry handle it?  

✓ The industry has the EPPRD, knowledge of potential biosecurity threats, well-developed draft incursion management plans 
and an updated industry Biosecurity Manual.  There is a lack of general industry knowledge and understanding of what would 
happen if an incursion occurred and how things would play out. 

✓ The training consisted of an overview of the EPPRD, defining an Emergency Plant Pest, and information on categorising, 
communication, owner reimbursement costs and managing the emergency response.   

✓ A follow-up meeting is planned in the new year and will consist of a one-day scenario-based biosecurity workshop targeting 
specific aspects of incursion management relevant to the sugar industry. This workshop would include a larger group of up to 
30 industry participants.  
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices published on the 

QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and provides a sense 

of how the QSL-managed pools are performing over the current season.   

Crop Year  Indicative Price Movement  

2018 Season 316.75 1.93 

2019 Season 355.68 1.25 

2020 Season 383.27 2.91 

2021 Season 388.09 4.09 

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and prevailing AUD/

USD exchange rates 

Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing Information and trends 

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

QSL Harvest Pool $350 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $346 

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool $350 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $334 

QSL US Quota Pool $620 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $382 

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price. 

For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, Allocation 

Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge via the reporting page 

of the Pricing and Payments 

section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also available in the Pricing & 

Payments section.  

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun -17 65% 246.26 

19 Jul 18 65% 246.26 

16 Aug 18 65% 225.42 

20 Sep 18 65% 225.42 

18 Oct 18 70% 247.08 

15 Nov 18 70% 247.08 

20 Dec 18 75% 264.73 

17 Jan 19 80% 282.38 

21 Feb 19 85% 300.03 

21 Mar 19 87.5% 308.85 

18 Apr 19 90% 317.68 

16 May 19 95% 335.33 

20 Jun 19 97.5% 344.15 

Jul -19 100% 352.97 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 28 September 2018 

2018 Season Advances Schedule 

As at 14 September 2018 

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices 

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date 

and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include 

Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may 

differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ 

Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments 

resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements.  For more information, view the 

latest QSL Market Snapshot here. 

Estimated QSL 2018 Pool Prices 

As at 14 September 2018 

2018 Season Advances 

Schedule 

As at 31 August 2018 

 

Applicable from 
Default Pools % 

Rate 

Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Initial 60% 217.95 

23 Aug 18 65% 224.97 

18 Oct 18 70% 248.31 

22 Nov 18 72.5% 257.18 

13 Dec 18 75% 266.05 

24 Jan 19 80% 283.79 

21 Feb 19 82.5% 292.66 

21 Mar 19 87.5% 310.39 

18 Apr 19 90% 319.26 

16 May 19 92.5% 328.13 

20 Jun 19 95% 337.00 

July 19 100% 354.73 

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board 

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment 

by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change 

during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price 

and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any 

pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

Confirmed 

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

Wilmar Production Risk Pool $348 

Wilmar Managed Pool $351 

Wilmar US Quota Pool $542 

Estimated Wilmar 2018 Pool Prices 

As at 31 August 2018 

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at 
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage. Allocation Account Amounts begin 

the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual 
premiums and costs are known.  For the 2018 Season Production Risk Pool Wilmar forecast 

that the quantity of sugar in the Pool exceeds the downside risk to the crop (i.e. at the 
commencement of the Season, the Pool is greater than 30% of total estimated PPA sugar). 
Accordingly the Pool Manager has commenced pricing that portion of the Pool that exceeds 
this downside risk to the crop.  Wilmar has altered its reporting format for the US Quota Pool 
since the July 2018 pool report was issued. The costs associated with delivering US Quota 

sugar into a customer's warehouse (as specified by the terms of the No.16 contract) have been 
removed from the US Quota Gross Pool Price and are now included in the US Quota Pool 
Allocation Account Amount. Growers should also note that in addition to the Certificates of 

Quota Eligibility (CQEs) allocated to Wilmar, Wilmar also purchased CQEs from other 
Queensland marketers to make further sugar sales to the USA. At the time this “trading” 

opportunity was undertaken, it enabled Wilmar to earn greater returns on sugar sales to the 
USA relative to making NY#11-based sales into Asia. Wilmar have chosen to report the two 

components of the pool separately in order to provide transparency. The weighted average of 
the two components gives a US Quota Net Pool Price outcome of $541.77/t IPS and the 

forecast percentage of your tonnage covered under the US Quota Pool has increased from 
1.77% at the end of July to 2.74% at the end of August. 

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web 

 

https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzhJ5wQsCzAQsTjd7a9EVdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCVssUCZsSHaNfPP_5twx7P50lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISVpAwUUqen-LPbb0VBZPHTbFIzzhPPXXzP2t-EyCJtdmUVPBgY-F6lK1FJUSyOrKrKr01yR3-rEDNYGjbGX3ifEYLAUXoHBzVmaACPAnn44T4ZjttI-g7441
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1. To meet the growing demand for food while conserving 
biodiversity, recent international studies have suggested 
that intensive, high-yielding agriculture may be the best 
way forward. QFF’s QCL column HERE.  

2. Legislation passed by the Queensland Government to 
remove the ‘non-reversion’ policy has been welcomed by 
QFF; however, with the change only extending to small 
customers (those under 100MW), it is unlikely to benefit 
many agricultural businesses. Media Statement HERE.  

3. QFF President Stuart Armitage recently spoke to Rural 
Queensland Today about how different agriculture is in 
other parts of the world following his recent travels 
through Europe. Listen to the conversation HERE.  

4. Regional forums will be held from late September through 
to October as part of the Queensland Government's 
commitment to review drought programs in Queensland. 
Community members are invited to attend to have their 
say. Details HERE.  

5. Are you a farmer wanting to understand what’s really 
happening on your farm? The QFF-led Rural Jobs and 
Skills Alliance and CQUniversity are holding Data Driven 
Decisions Workshops in Dalby, Bundaberg, Emerald and 
Ayr. Register Now!  

6. The 2018 Farmsafe Conference will bring people together 
in Townsville from October 3-5 to discuss policy, practice 
and research, and look at ways to improve safety on 
Australian farms. Register now HERE.  

7. We often hear about how different agriculture is in other 
parts of the world and as Australian farmers, it’s important 
to keep an eye on the bigger global picture as we plan for 
our businesses into the future. QFF’s QCL column HERE.  

8. QFF’s Ross Henry has been working with Willis Towers 
Watson and the University of Southern Queensland to 
develop insurance products for farmers to protect against 
the potential impacts of extreme weather events. Listen to 
his conversation with Western Life News HERE and find 
more information HERE.  

9. Go west, stay a night and spend a dollar to help support 
drought-affected farmers and rural communities with the 
Queensland Government’s new outback tourism 
campaign. Take the adventure of a lifetime and discover 
everything outback Queensland has to offer HERE.  

10. Landholders and resource companies have a new avenue 
to resolve disputes over conduct and compensation 
agreements and make new agreements with the 
appointment of Queensland’s first Land Access 
Ombudsman. More information HERE.  

Smartcane BMP self-
assessment workshops 
BMP self-assessment workshops will be held fortnightly on 

Monday mornings (9 –11 am) with the next meeting scheduled 

October 8. 

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP 

accreditation.  Growers who have completed the self-

assessment and would like to continue on to accreditation 

should also contact Terry or Jasmine. 

Please RSVP to: 

Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149 

Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601 

Terry Granshaw 
0437 553 149 

tgranshaw@bps.net.au 

IrrigWeb workshops 
IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday 

mornings (9 - 11 am) with the next meeting scheduled Oct 11. 

Workshops will cover:  setting up a farm and paddocks; 

determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation 

information. 

You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet.  Phones are 

suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too 

small for the initial setup.  If you don’t have a laptop or tablet 

please let us know so we can organise one. 

Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079. 

Jasmine Connolly 
0438 934 601 

jconnolly@bps.net.au 

 

QFF is a federation that represents the interests of peak and 

national agriculture industry organisations which in turn 

represent more than 13,000 primary producers across the state. 

CANEGROWERS is a major commodity member of QFF. 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/3vhQCjZr7xTYKp9ivIuDh?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/jjojCk8v9yTk8mNCq7mAx?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/bjQBCnxynBTXAM5HDr4E1?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/QwsZCp8ArET91XDHNVmhN?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/QwsZCp8ArET91XDHNVmhN?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/z85yCq7BwGs1KmWt87_Wd?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/OdgSCzvOVRuGQJLt44OUWn?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/QIDkCANZjwuZL7YTG8q4p6?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/epMZCGvmyDuBKjgtK03XF0?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/epMZCGvmyDuBKjgtK03XF0?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/pw7MCJypGJtB30XtVpS4gy?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/3Z6lCK1qK0TDz3JIMnGmn8?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/li_QCL7rMLskyEvCB1Gl_x?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/wmF8CMwvOMt2MElswRit4a?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/sBMmCNLwQNcZDvRTm95chv?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/tRsKCOMxVOTNzqGUEJp8sF?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/KenBCP7yXPs08yltzVyIPd?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/XQ-4COMxVOTNkBjhGArQg?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/TAnlCP7yXPs0nLRi5jEQU?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/0-f9CWLJkZc68nKU3m4DC?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/0-f9CWLJkZc68nKU3m4DC?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/y1NGCXLKm1c4ZLRUJUZiI?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/kpLUCYWLo2TDXyqSpaDfm?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/L2Z5CZYMq3c7YWLiB1ZrZ?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Xs5dC1WZx2T6XQoU79j1e?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/_r4YCgZo1rTqJzRtN76Mzh?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/_r4YCgZo1rTqJzRtN76Mzh?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/3wvDCjZr7xTY0xXUWjUnO_?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/zh3nCk8v9yTkvJji2Nobq3?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/zh3nCk8v9yTkvJji2Nobq3?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/VUfeClxwjzT1lY8fGjAokb?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

CANEGROWERS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Wayne Smith General Manager 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3606 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Fortnightly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Invicta Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 

Kalamia Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Sue Wright sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Inkerman Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 


