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CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd Newsletter Edition 2018/16 Distributed: Thursday 13 September 2018   

ACCC Support for Sugar Code 
The national competition watchdog has indicated strengthening 

of the Sugar Code of Conduct is required. 

In its submission to the Federal Government’s review the ACCC 

has recommended keeping the code and also that it be 

compulsory for millers to provide growers with Grower Choice 

and to introduce fines for breaching the Code. 

The ACCC also said that it has dealt with eight sugar industry 

related complaints since the code came into being in 2017. Every 

complainant has alleged that a miller has breached the code and 

two of the complaints are being investigated separately. 

The number of complaints is an increase from the 21 received 

between the de-regulation in 2006 and the introduction of the 

code last year. 

CANEGROWERS Qld Chair Paul Schembri said the ACCC’s 

support for the code was very significant and an important point that the ACCC believes there is a need for the code, we ’ve now 

got the ACCC supporting the growers’ position and that is we need to keep the code. This is a game changer because hopefully 

this now sets aside the view of the Productivity Commission that there was no need for it. 

The ACCC submission can be viewed by clicking here. 

Pricing deadlines in sight 
Cane growers managing their sugar pricing with Queensland Sugar Limited (QSL) have some important deadlines in 

the coming week. 

Growers in QSL’s Individual Futures Contract Pool have until 3pm this Friday 14 September to finalise unfilled orders for the 

October 2018 sugar contract. After this time, any unfilled orders will be priced by QSL at the next market opportunity. 

Growers in QSL’s Target Price Pool are also reminded that any unfilled orders for the 2018 Season remaining after 3pm next 

Thursday 20 October will be rolled forward to the March 2019 contract and costs may apply. 

QSL Finance Manager Supplier Relations Bryce Wenham said that while the previous QSL Target Price Pool roll cost was only 

$1.49/tonne of sugar, current prices indicated the next roll could cost over $12/tonne. 

“To avoid these additional rolling costs, growers must ensure that any remaining 2018-Season tonnage for this pool has been 

priced by the 20 September deadline,” Mr Wenham said.  

Growers seeking more information about QSL’s grower-managed pricing options and the deadlines involved should read the 

relevant Pricing Pool Terms (available on the QSL website - www.qsl.com.au) or should contact their local QSL representative: 

Herbert River & Burdekin:    Greg Watson  0411 230 800 

Burdekin:                              Rebecca Love  0429 054 330 

The Sugar Code of Conduct was a hot topic when Federal Agricultural 

Minister, David Littleproud visited the Burdekin earlier this year 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/accc%20(1).pdf
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Sweet research partnership driving the future of 
Australian sugarcane 
Sugar Research Australia (SRA) has today hosted the Commonwealth Minister for Agriculture, David Littleproud, at its Mackay 

research station. 

The visit was an opportunity to show the Minister, for the first time, the innovative research, development and adoption activities 

being delivered for Australian sugarcane growers and millers through SRA.  

SRA CEO Mr Neil Fisher said that the Commonwealth Government’s partnership with SRA included investment of $6.7 million in 

2017/18 through co-investment with the statutory levy paid by sugarcane growers and millers. 

In addition, the Commonwealth Government is also investing in SRA through a range of external grants programs such as Rural 

R&D for Profit and Reef Trust. 

“The partnership between the Commonwealth Government, Queensland Government, and SRA is supporting vital activities that 

drive the profitability of the sugar industry in Queensland and NSW,” Mr Fisher said.  

“Locally at Mackay, this includes developing new varieties through the plant breeding program, improving productivity through 

R&D in agronomy and farming systems, plant genetics and entomology, and the transfer of technology to the farm and to the mill.” 

Mr Fisher said a flagship program currently underway through the Rural R&D for Profit program was improving harvest efficiency 

and putting revenue into the pockets of the value chain. 

“This project includes practical in-field demonstrations that work collaboratively with growers and harvester operators to better 

understand where sugar and cane loss is occurring,” Mr Fisher said. “By understanding these losses, and what improvements can 

be made to harvesting parameters, this project is delivering practical, tangible outcomes. 

“From trial results in 2017, the project identified that the industry has the potential to obtain a 5.5 percent increase in harvested 

tonnes with no cane land increase and a $74 million increase in shared industry revenue if operating at harvesting best practice 

recommendations. 

“This project represents a major cash investment of $5.5 million in our industry over the life of the project, plus in-kind 

contributions from our collaborators.” 

Mr Fisher said that the Commonwealth Government partnership with SRA was vital to delivering profitability, productivity and 

sustainability outcomes for the industry. 

“This includes our Mackay research station, where we have 19 permanent staff, and are in close contact with the needs of the 

Central Region,” he said. 

“On behalf of all SRA investors, I thank the Commonwealth Government for their commitment to sugarcane research, 

development and adoption.” 
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Outstanding land managers, extension officers, organisations 

and members of the community working to reduce their impact 

on the iconic Great Barrier Reef will have more time to apply 

for the 2018 Reef Champion Awards. 

Nominations for the Awards, run by the Reef Alliance with 

support from the Australian and Queensland governments, 

have now been extended until 20 September 2018. 

Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) CEO Travis Tobin said 

the new closing date ensures busy individuals and 

organisations excelling in their efforts to help safeguard the 

Reef had a bit more time to be recognised and encouraged 

them to apply. 

“We have received some excellent nominations from those 

working to improve land management practices, and we would 

like to give more potential applicants the opportunity to be 

acknowledged.” 

“Farmers, with the support of extension officers and their 

communities, play an essential role as land managers and it is 

important to acknowledge and celebrate those who are 

excelling in their role as environmental stewards,” Mr Tobin 

said. 

The full list of awards is: 

Prince of Wales Environmental Leadership –  Reef 

Sustainability Award 

Reef Nutrient Champion Award 

Reef Sediment Champion Award 

Reef Pesticide Champion Award 

Reef Conservation Champion Award 

Reef Extension Officer Champion Award 

Reef Community Champion Award 

Reef Youth Champion Award 

The Reef Champion Awards are supported by the ‘Reef Trust: 

Reef Alliance – Growing a Great Barrier Reef’ project, which is 

funded by the Australian Government’s Reef Trust, and the 

Queensland Government’s Reef Water Quality Program. 

For more information about the Awards, the prize, previous 

winners or to apply, visit www.qff.org.au/projects/reef-alliance/

awards.  

Grants available to 
boost agriculture  
Do you have an idea or project that could boost our agricultur-

al industries and help create jobs? 

 

Grants of up to $250,000 are currently available for agricultural 

projects that add value to existing projects, develop new mar-

kets or expand job opportunities in regional areas. 

Expressions of interest are now open and close on October 26.  

Eligible projects include those which: 

• implement new technologies and innovations that enhance 

productivity 

• add value to agricultural products, including developing 

new markets for value-added products 

• assist with business development and expansion 

• work to achieve economies of scale 

• enable businesses to become investment and export ready 

• improve energy use efficiencies, including transition to 

renewable energy sources. 

For more information please click here.   

https://www.qff.org.au/projects/reef-alliance/prince-wales-environment-leadership-reef-sustainability-award/
https://www.qff.org.au/projects/reef-alliance/prince-wales-environment-leadership-reef-sustainability-award/
https://www.qff.org.au/projects/reef-alliance/reef-nutrient-management-award/
https://www.qff.org.au/projects/reef-alliance/reef-sediment-management-award/
https://www.qff.org.au/projects/reef-alliance/prince-wales-environment-leadership-reef-sustainability-award/
https://www.qff.org.au/projects/reef-alliance/reef-conservation-award/
https://www.qff.org.au/projects/reef-alliance/reef-extension-officers-award/
https://www.qff.org.au/projects/reef-alliance/reef-community-champion-award/
https://www.qff.org.au/projects/reef-alliance/reef-youth-champion-award/
http://www.qff.org.au/projects/reef-alliance/awards
http://www.qff.org.au/projects/reef-alliance/awards
http://www.qrida.qld.gov.au/current-programs/redgrants
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A message from the 
Ayr Police Service  
by Steve Barton 

An unusually high number of older people have been victims of 

home break ins in Ayr over the past couple of months.  

Unfortunately this trend is continuing.  These break ins occur 

just after dark till about 10pm and are “sneak breaks”.  These 

types of break ins are when offenders enter your home 

generally via an unsecured door or window while you are at 

home, rummage through a drawer or take easily accessible 

items like wallets or phones from the kitchen bench or table. 

Many people living on farms don’t usually lock up the house or 

car and leave keys in vehicles and unfortunately when they 

move into town, find it difficult to break these habits.   

If your parents or grandparents have moved into Ayr, I would 

suggest that you have a discussion with them about security 

around the home and check that they are locking up and 

keeping their belongings safe.   

There are some simple guidelines to make it difficult for 

someone to walk onto your property and take your belongings: 

• place items such as car keys, cash, wallets, laptops and 

mobile phones in cupboards and drawers to make it hard 

for the thieves to find; 

• ensure screen doors, front and rear doors and garages are 

locked using the key, or a suitable security door fitted while 

you are home; 

• do not leave external doors open when out in the yard or in 

a back room of your house; 

• always lock accessible garage doors and windows even if 

you’re just going out for a few minutes; 

• store ladders and wheelie bins securely away from 

windows; and 

• install sensor lighting that turn on automatically when 

someone approaches. 

Always be aware of unusual activity in your neighbourhood.   

Don’t let yourself become a victim of crime – Lock it or 

Lose it 

If you have any information about crime or illicit drugs, 

phone crime stoppers on 1800 333 000.  The more detailed 

the information you give, the better it will be for all 

concerned. 

Remember to secure your property – “lock it or lose it”. 

You wouldn’t leave a dish containing thousands of dollars 

sitting on your bench or sitting out in the open, so why do this 

with your car keys 

2019 Science and 
Innovation Awards 
Applications are now open for the 2019 Science and 

Innovation Awards.  If you’re 18-35, this is your chance to 

apply for a grant of up to $22,000 (inc GST) to fund your 

project on an innovative or emerging scientific issue that will 

benefit Australia’s primary industries.  

There's 13 industry award categories available in the 2019 

round – cotton; dairy; eggs and poultry (layers); established, 

new and emerging rural industries; fisheries and aquaculture; 

forest and wood products; grains; health and biosecurity; 

meat and livestock; pork; red meat processing; viticulture 

and oenology; and wool. 

An eligible project is defined as a specific body of work, 

which is an innovative scientific or technological innovation 

or process and: 

is related to a significant, long standing or emerging issue in 

an agriculture, fisheries or forestry related industry 

demonstrates dedication to the future of rural and regional 

industries with a commitment to promoting science and 

innovation as an integral part of that future. 

Applicants must submit a written proposal to undertake a 

specific project, for a period of up to 12 months. Full details 

of the proposed project should be set out in the application 

form, available from www.agriculture.gov.au/scienceawards 

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/scienceawards
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Burdekin gets its first 
bioreactor 

The Department of Agriculture 

and Fisheries (DAF) has 

installed the first denitrifying 

bioreactor in the Burdekin. 

The bioreactor is part of the 

Bioreactors for the GBR 

project co-funded through the 

Great Barrier Reef Innovation 

Fund, which is trialling bioreactor systems in the Burdekin and 

Wet Tropics and will share information around the technology 

for broader application across Reef regions. 

Bioreactors are a relatively simple and low cost water 

treatment system used to treat nitrogen in surface and 

groundwater by enhancing the natural process of 

denitrification. In their simplest form, they can be a trench filled 

with woodchips and when water containing nitrogen saturates 

the woodchip, microbes in the bioreactor facilitate the 

conversion of nitrates to nitrogen gas, thereby removing 

nitrogen from the water. 

As part of the project, DAF has developed interim guidelines 

outlining key aspects for the design, construction and 

monitoring of denitrification bioreactor trials, to ensure 

consistency so that results from all the trials can be compared 

to evaluate the efficacy of bioreactors in a range of production 

systems and climatic regions in Queensland.  

CaneClip: CaneStalker 
harvester fronts  
EHS Manufacturing has developed an innovation in cane 

harvesting called the CaneStalker, which is a new design with 

three crop lifters on each side of the cane row and has the aim 

of improving cane feeding through the machine. You can read 

more about the CaneStalker in the coming edition of 

CaneConnection, and see the video by clicking here. 

Webinar recording: Energy 
solutions in sugarcane 
In this webinar, SRA-funded research economists Janine 

Powell and Jon Welsh (AgEcon) provide an insight into their 

recently completed case study analyses in three separate grid-

connected irrigation settings: 55kW bore and big guns, 75, 45 

and 55kW centre pivot pumps and 18 and 15kW shallow well 

pumps servicing flood irrigation.  

Click here to read the entire newsletter. 

New soil maps set to 
improve sugarcane 
productivity and water 
quality 

A new soil constraints mapping project (RP155C) that identifies 

soil features such as acidity, salinity and rockiness is helping 

cane growers in Reef catchments to develop practices that 

reduce fertiliser application and improve productivity as well as 

water quality in waterways that flow to the Reef. 

Working with Farmacist, the project developed fine-scale web-

based soil maps for key cropping areas in the Reef catchments 

using improved digital soil mapping techniques applied to the 

latest data from field surveys and remote sensing. Environmen-

tal characteristics reports are available for each Reef catch-

ment from QSpatial. Have a question or want to know more 

about the mapping data available, contact the team at 

soils@qld.gov.au  

Updated land use map-
ping for the Burdekin 

A much more detailed picture of land use in the Burdekin 

Natural Resource Management (NRM) region is now available 

with land use mapping updated to 2016. Remote sensing 

scientists from the Queensland Land Use Mapping Program 

(QLUMP) have updated mapping for the region as well as the 

state-wide ‘current’ land use layer. You can access the 

updated spatial data via QSpatial or for the Burdekin region 

through a new Land Use Summary app, which allows you to 

view the data on any device, smartphone, tablet or computer 

https://goo.gl/N1bB5U. 

This data is used by the Paddock to Reef Monitoring, 

Modelling and Reporting Program to model land management 

impacts on water quality and monitor progress on achieving 

Reef water quality targets. QLUMP is now updating mapping 

for the Burnett Mary and Fitzroy NRM regions to 2017.  

https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/coasts-waterways/reef-program/innovation-fund
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/coasts-waterways/reef-program/innovation-fund
https://publications.qld.gov.au/dataset/best-management-practices-for-sugarcane/resource/4b01501e-901c-4138-b329-319e2ff0ecac
https://sugarresearch.com.au/caneclip/ehs-harvester-fronts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQw-KxJRVzg
http://email.sugarresearch.com.au/acton/rif/15991/s-0130-1808/-/l-dyn-ldc-0067:942/l-dyn-ldc-0067/showPreparedMessage?sid=TV2:LiperEisr
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/agriculture/sustainable-farming/reef-projects-current#RP155C
http://qldspatial.information.qld.gov.au/catalogue/custom/index.page
mailto:soils@qld.gov.au
http://qldspatial.information.qld.gov.au/catalogue/custom/index.page
https://goo.gl/N1bB5U
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

CANEGROWERS 

members 

free call  

1800 177 159 

For free advice on legal 

issues contact  

Canegrowers’ legal advisor  

Chris Cooper  

Executive 
✓ Meeting with Department of Ag and Water Resources Canberra to discuss non-tariff measures (NTM) with respect to trade 

barriers 

✓ Workshop with the Australian National University and University of Qld – Understanding discussing EU Trade arrangements 
and opportunities for agriculture 

✓ Project Cane Changer project development and strategic planning meeting 

✓ Gas Mining in the Wide Bay Grower & Community Awareness session in Bundaberg as part of the release of a report 
commissioned by CANEGROWERS, Bundaberg Fruit and Vegetable and Qld Farmers’ Federation.  The report and 
presentation outlined the risks of unconventional gas development in the Wide Bay area. 

 

Transport 
✓ CANEGROWERS met with the NFF transport sub-committee.  The main issue was NFF making representation to the 

Minister to speed up the harmonised national Notice development and to put some pressure on States to genuinely 
harmonise.  From a cane grower’s perspective this was mostly around police escorts (which no other State has for 
agriculture) and piloting in general for over dimension agricultural vehicles.  There will be a review of the Heavy Vehicle 
National Law which is an opportunity for NFF to push for some positive changes. NFF also have a grant to develop 
communications around the change in chain of responsibility laws which are coming into effect in October 2018.  

 

Rural Water Use Efficiency (RWUE) 
✓ The well-known RWUE program has been changed to Farm Water Futures and CANEGROWERS has met with DNRME to 

determine their expectations of a significantly reduced grant available over the next three years. 
 

Industry Recover and Resilience Officers (IRRO’s) Funding 
✓ Application to extend the period of activity for the IRRO in Mackay has been made and additional funding through 

Queensland Farmers Federation is being sought to further the potential use of index based insurance. 
 

Sustainable sugar 
✓ Met with the Coca-Cola global procurement director in Sydney. 

✓ Provided update on Smartcane BMP activities and discussed Coke’s sustainability needs. 

✓ Discussion also focused on Bonsucro, engagement by growers in programs to support the reef and market needs. 

✓ Coke continue to support and recognise Smartcane BMP as meeting their sustainably produced sugar targets. 
 

Reef Regulations 
✓ Met with policy advisors to Deb Frecklington on reef regulations. Discussion focused on CANEGROWERS position on the 

proposed new reef regulations, engagement by growers in Smartcane BMP, engagement by growers in reef programs, and 
the positive messaging showing what the industry is doing. 

✓ Preparation for meeting with DES to discuss nutrient management plans. 

✓ Preparation for meeting with CANEGROWERS Bundaberg, Isis and Maryborough to discuss reef regulations and nitrogen 
road map. 

 

Nitrogen workshop 
✓ A workshop on nitrogen R&D focusing on sugarcane productivity and reef water quality is to be held at the Pullman Reef 

Hotel & Casino in Cairns, Queensland on 7 & 8 November 2018. 

✓ The event will include engaging updates, discussion and application of the research: 1. in the cane paddock -  including 
Enhanced Efficiency Fertiliser trials, variety selection and nutrient refinement; 2. the catchment - including grower lead water 
quality monitoring and climate forecasting; 3. the estuary and the Great Barrier Reef – reef restoration and how integrated 
pest management is being used for Crown of Thorn Starfish control; 4. barriers and enablers for change – learnings from 
behavioural science and incentive programs. 

✓ The 2 day workshop will include a mix of cane and reef science research presentations, panel sessions, forums and 
networking events. 

✓ Places are limited.  Please add this to your calendar and more information will be available soon  
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

Crop Year  Indicative Price Movement  

2018 Season 364.50 8.22 

2019 Season 394.37 2.14 

2020 Season 414.59 1.69 

2021 Season 418.00 -1.03 

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and 

prevailing AUD/USD exchange rates 

Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing 

Information and trends 

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

QSL Harvest Pool $337 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $338 

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool $343 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $333 

QSL US Quota Pool $615 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $352 

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price. 

For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, 

Allocation Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge 

via the reporting page of the Pricing and Payments 

section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also available in the 

Pricing & Payments section.  

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun -17 65% 246.26 

19 Jul 18 65% 246.26 

16 Aug 18 65% 225.42 

20 Sep 18 65% 225.42 

18 Oct 18 70% 242.76 

15 Nov 18 70% 242.76 

20 Dec 18 75% 260.10 

17 Jan 19 80% 277.44 

21 Feb 19 85% 294.78 

21 Mar 19 87.5% 303.45 

18 Apr 19 90% 312.12 

16 May 19 95% 329.46 

20 Jun 19 97.5% 338.13 

Jul -19 100% 346.80 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 13 September 2018 

2018 Season Advances Schedule 

As at 31 August 2018 

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices 

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date 

and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include 

Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may 

differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ 

Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments 

resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements.  For more information, view the 

latest QSL Market Snapshot here. 

Estimated QSL 2018 Pool Prices 

As at 31 August 2018 

2018 Season Advances 

Schedule 

As at 31 July2018 

 

Applicable from 
Default Pools % 

Rate 

Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Initial 60% 217.95 

23 Aug 18 65% 224.97 

18 Oct 18 70% 239.33 

22 Nov 18 72.5% 247.88 

13 Dec 18 75% 256.42 

24 Jan 19 80% 273.52 

21 Feb 19 82.5% 282.06 

21 Mar 19 87.5% 299.16 

18 Apr 19 90% 307.71 

16 May 19 92.5% 316.25 

20 Jun 19 95% 324.80 

July 19 100% 341.90 

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board 

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment 

by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change 

during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price 

and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any 

pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

Confirmed 

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

Wilmar Production Risk Pool $341 

Wilmar Managed Pool $337 

Wilmar US Quota Pool $644 

Estimated Wilmar 2018 Pool Prices 

As at 31 July 2018 

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at 

the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.  Allocation Account Amounts begin 

the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual 

premiums and costs are known. 

For the 2018 Season Production Risk Pool we forecast that the quantity of sugar in the Pool 

exceeds the downside risk to the crop (i.e. at the commencement  of the Season, the Pool is 

greater than 30% of total estimated PPA sugar). Accordingly the Pool Manager has 

commenced pricing that portion of the Pool that exceeds this downside risk to the crop. 

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web 

 

https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzhJ5wQsCzAQsTjd7a9EVdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCVssUCZsSHaNfPP_5twx7P50lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISVpAwUUqen-LPbb0VBZPHTbFIzzhPPXXzP2t-EyCJtdmUVPBgY-F6lK1FJUSyOrKrKr01yR3-rEDNYGjbGX3ifEYLAUXoHBzVmaACPAnn44T4ZjttI-g7441
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1. QFF’s Ross Henry has been working with Willis Towers 
Watson and the University of Southern Queensland to 
develop insurance products for farmers to protect against 
the potential impacts of extreme weather events. Listen to 
his conversation with Rural Queensland Today HERE, 
read Insurance Business Australia’s article HERE and find 
more information HERE.  

2. Grants of up to $250,000 are on the table for projects that 
support Queensland agriculture and create regional jobs 
as part of the Rural Economic Development Grants 
Program. Expressions of interest close 26 October, more 
information HERE.  

3. Small businesses wanting to boost their business and 
increase their digital and online presence can apply for 
Small Business Digital grant of up to $10,000. For more 
information or to apply, click HERE.  

4. Applications for the Large Customer Adjustment Program 
have been extended! Queensland businesses using more 
than 100MWh/year of electricity could receive an energy 
audit and up to $250,000 as a co-contribution to assist 
with implementing the recommendations. Apply HERE.  

5. Workplace Health and Safety Queensland are currently 
developing strategies for six priority industries including 
agriculture. Stakeholders within the industry are invited to 
provide feedback via an online survey. Have your say 
HERE.  

6. In light of the disappointing Federal Government decision 
on the National Energy Guarantee, QFF has joined with 
consumer groups to hold state and federal governments 
accountable on achieving price reductions for reliable 
electricity across the nation. Details HERE.  

7. Like drought, cyclones are part of the farming landscape 
in Queensland. While insuring crops against cyclones has 
long been viewed as fantasy by the industry, a lot of work 
has been done to make the idea a reality. Read QFF’s 
QCL column HERE.  

8. The latest Reef Alliance: ‘Reliable Five’ is now available! 
Stay up-to-date with the latest reef news and events 
including the 2018 Reef Champion Awards, advanced 
livestock management courses and National Science 
Week. Details HERE.  

9. The Australian Farm Institute has released a report 
estimating the overall cost of energy to agriculture and 
created the Energy Cost Calculator which can be used to 
model the impact of energy price changes on Australian 
agriculture. More information HERE.  

10. The Australasia-Pacific Extension Network Roadshow will 
be stopping in Townsville to share their tips, tricks and a 
little bit of extension magic. Find more information about 
the workshops HERE and register to attend HERE.  

Smartcane BMP self-
assessment workshops 
BMP self-assessment workshops will be held fortnightly on 

Monday mornings (9 –11 am) with the next meeting scheduled 

September 24. 

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP 

accreditation.  Growers who have completed the self-

assessment and would like to continue on to accreditation 

should also contact Terry or Jasmine. 

Please RSVP to: 

Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149 

Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601 

Terry Granshaw 
0437 553 149 

tgranshaw@bps.net.au 

QFF is a federation that represents the interests of peak and 

national agriculture industry organisations which in turn 

represent more than 13,000 primary producers across the state. 

CANEGROWERS is a major commodity member of QFF. 

IrrigWeb workshops 
IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday 

mornings (9 - 11 am) with the next meeting scheduled Sep 27. 

Workshops will cover:  setting up a farm and paddocks; 

determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation 

information. 

You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet.  Phones are 

suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too 

small for the initial setup.  If you don’t have a laptop or tablet 

please let us know so we can organise one. 

Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079. 

Jasmine Connolly 
0438 934 601 

jconnolly@bps.net.au 
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Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

CANEGROWERS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Wayne Smith General Manager 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3606 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Fortnightly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Invicta Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 

Kalamia Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Sue Wright sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Inkerman Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 


