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Reef Science 101

A
Harvest
Management
Meeting
was
held
last
Tuesday, 24th July with
CANEGROWERS
Burdekin
represented by Director Greg
Rossato and staff Michelle
Andrews.
The meeting began with
Wilmar Burdekin Operations
Manager
Paul
Turnball
providing an update on factory
performance and crush vs
budget. CCS has been high at
all the mills with the Burdekin
average CCS to date up 0.82
compared to budget. CCS is
expected to keep rising, putting more pressure on crush rates .
The regional mills performance indicates that the Burdekin overall is
ahead of the budget forecast on tonnes with the crushing rates for
the north bank mills being ahead whilst Inkerman are behind.
The mills have had some delayed stops with factory issues such as
a cracked diffuser kicker shaft at Invicta Mill recently. The lost
factory time at each mill except Kalamia is currently over budget.
Forecast season end dates has all mills finishing by the end of
November.
Paul’s presentation containing throughputs, crushing rates and
major stops of each mill in the Burdekin can be viewed and
analysed by clicking here.
Incidents were next on the agenda. There has been a few
derailments this year, mainly due to bin defects or operator error.
Siding induction audits have been taking place to ensure all siding
users have a current induction. The Burdekin Shire Council has
been concerned with the proper use of sidings, vehicles not using
the correct accesses to the sidings have been damaging the side of
the roads, drivers are reminded to use the designated siding
accesses.

Scientists l to r: John Pickering, Aaron Davis, Stephen Lewis,
Renee Gruber, Britta Schaffelke, Frederieke Kroon, Jane
Waterhouse and facilitator Professor Geoff Garrett

At last week’s QCGO Growers Policy Council meeting a
range of scientists that currently work in the Great
Barrier Reef space were assembled to assist in a
discussion with policy council members.
The discussion was facilitated by Professor Geoff
Garrett (ex CSIRO CEO and Qld Chief Scientist).
Each of the scientists were tasked By Prof Garrett to
present from their perspective on what we do know and
what we don’t (yet) know. Each scientist’s presentation
slides can be viewed by clicking here.
QCGO are in the process of forming a panel of reef
scientists that will engage with growers and Policy
Council members to understand and put reef water
quality science into a farming context.
The facilitated Reef Science Panel Discussion on Reef
Science issues brought about a new level of
engagement by the organisation with the reef science
community. This may be the beginning of a better
mutual appreciation of positions and approach to
farming in reef catchments.

The next meeting of the group will be held on Tuesday 14th August.
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Crushing Stats
2018

8,460,000

30%

CROP
CRUSHED
TO DATE

2,506,292

Week 7 as at 28/07/2018

estimate
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Sugarcane industry
mourns grower

Queensland’s sugarcane industry is saddened by the tragic
death of a CANEGROWERS member in the Herbert River
district.
The grower was badly injured in a controlled burn of cane trash
in a paddock that had been harvested at Coolbie near Crystal
Creek and he later passed away in the Townsville Hospital.
“Farming communities are close and there will be people
shocked and hurting across the sugarcane industry today,”
CANEGROWERS Herbert River Chairman Michael Pisano
said.
“Our condolences go especially to his family, friends and
neighbours and CANEGROWERS will provide whatever
support we can.”
The circumstances surrounding how the man became caught
up in the flames will be investigated by the appropriate
authorities.
“This is a tremendously sad and devastating event, reminding
us of some of the inherent risks we face in farming and that the
safety and welfare of our people is the highest priority at all
times,” Mr Pisano said.
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Code of Conduct
Review

The review was announced by
Federal Minister for Agriculture
David Littleproud earlier this
month.

Qld GBR Minister
Enoch addresses
Policy Council

As many growers would be
aware, the purpose of the Code
is to regulate the conduct of
growers, millers and marketers
of grower economic interest
sugar (GEI) in relation to
contracts or agreements for the
supply of cane or the on-supply
of sugar.
This includes establishing a process of contractual arbitration
where the parties fail to agree to terms of contracts or
agreements.
From CANEGROWERS perspective it is obvious this important
mandatory Code and its mechanisms is working as issues in
the previously hotly contested marketing arena have subsided.
At last week’s CANEGROWERS Policy Council meetings a
session was devoted to developing a submission to the Review
of the Sugar Code of Conduct and to working collaboratively
with others and consultants to ensure a strong and clear
message is delivered to the reviewers. The closing date for
submissions is 22nd August 2018. Apart from a strong
collaborative submission there will be an opportunity for
individual submissions from growers as well. More info on how
to provide a submission or comment to the review will follow.

Minister for Environment, and the Great Barrier Reef and
Minister for Science and the Arts, Hon. Leanne Enoch MP
addressed the meeting and fielded comments from those in
attendance.
The Minister was made aware that for every $1 government
programs have contributed to Reef projects on farms; farmers
themselves have put in $1.62of their own money.
Minister Enoch spoke encouragingly about the work being
done by cane farmers who have engaged with the reef Rescue
program and more recently with the Smartcane BMP program.
She reiterated that in the government’s view more still needs
to be done to ensure the longevity of this Australian icon with
the eyes of the world upon us.

The following appeared in the 25th July edition of The Burdekin Advocate.

Call for action on cost of power
It’s not generally polite to say ‘I told you so’ but in this case.. we did tell you so!

Canegrowers has been campaigning on the cost of electricity for almost a decade, trying to get government, electricity companies
and regulators alike to listen to the facts which point to a broken power pricing system. Canegrowers has shown in countless
submissions that prices could be cut by around 30 per cent if some fundamental flaws in the pricing mechanisms were fixed.
These are fixes that wouldn’t put anyone in the electricity game out of business but would save the budgets of countless
Queensland small businesses, farms included, who are struggling.
So the release of an Australian Competition and Consumer Commission report into electricity pricing was bittersweet.
The ACCC said, “The national electricity market is largely broken and needs to be reset.”
It has put forward 56 recommendations which, it says, could cut electricity bills by 25pc.
So with the vindication of the ACCC report behind us, Canegrowers calls on the Queensland Government to:

•
•

Voluntarily write down the value of the state’s overvalued electricity networks, and
Have Energy Queensland design modern, efficient network tariffs that reflect the real cost of supplying electricity to users,
including irrigators, on non-congested parts of the network.

It’s time for action. We will be watching closely for the fixes, for action on the ACCC recommendations, when the Council of
Australian Governments meets next month.
- Canegrowers CEO, Dan Galligan
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Alternative farming practice can sweeten soil
health
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF) economists are working with the
sugarcane industry to identify profitable farming practices that also improve long
term soil health.

DAF agricultural economist Caleb Connolly said three different treatments for
the fallow period (when the land is rested from growing sugarcane) were
analysed at a Sugar Research Australia (SRA) Soil Health Project trial site in the
Burdekin.
“The most economical treatment at fallow stage included permanent beds with
minimal tillage, controlled traffic and legumes,” Mr Connolly said.
“After accounting for income from legumes sales, this alternative farming system
was also found to be the least expensive of the three treatments.
“The other two treatments included a bare fallow system with narrow rows,
heavy tillage and no legumes and a system with a mixture of heavy tillage
practices and practices such as controlled traffic and legumes.
“Future work in the trial will consider further stages of the production cycle and
encourage growers to master soil health for long term profitability.”
Mr Connolly said the practices examined were recommended by the Sugarcane
Yield Decline Joint Venture (SYDJV) after earlier research indicated that
conventional sugarcane growing practices may result in poor soil health and a
decline in sugarcane yields.

DAF agricultural economist Caleb Connolly

“Understandably, the sugar industry has a strong interest in soil health,” Mr Connolly said.
“The SRA Soil Health Project provides opportunities to measure changes in soil health and consider economic outcomes after
adopting alternative practices.
“As economists, we contribute to this project by working with industry and growers to improve profitability and sustainability and to
evaluate the economics of improved practices and technologies.
“Soil health is a complex matter and the project team hopes to identify a suite of measures that could form a Soil Health Toolbox
and encourage the adoption of improved practices.”
SRA’s Soil Health Project is funded by SRA and DAF. Partners also include Burdekin Productivity Services, Herbert Cane
Productivity Services Limited, Wilmar, the University of Queensland, and the University of Southern Queensland.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Executive Comment
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Participated in external review of the performance of the Qld Natural Resource Management Group.
Meeting with Ben Stockwin, CEO, Primary Industries Education Foundation (PIEF) Australia to discuss ways in which
CANEGROWERS can work more closely with PIEF. The Foundation works to ensure agriculture is included in school-based
curriculum programs and supports associated resources.
Discussion with national management and leadership consultant to discuss industry capacity building programs.
Ongoing work on Sugar Code of Conduct review to ensure the project around District engagement and submission
development is progressing.
Teleconference with other industry groups to finalise our collective response to the proposed Terms of Reference for the
Agriculture Ministerial Advisory Council.
NFF teleconference to discuss feedback at the end of their “Talking 2030” agricultural development framework which is
proposing a plan to build the National Ag Sector to $100bn by 2030.
Attendance at the inaugural Qld State Government Agricultural Ministerial Advisory Council “AgMac” meeting. The meeting
was predominantly to set the 2018-19 program and included addresses from Minister Furner and Dr Beth Woods the Director
General of the Department of Agriculture. Permanent members of AgMac will be confined to the Qld Farmers Federation and
Agforce with CANEGROWERS attending with QFF when relevant. While not immediately apparent in the draft terms of
reference the Agriculture Minister has confirmed that he will engage other Ministers in other relevant portfolios to attend
meetings when required.

Trade
✓
✓

Pursuing improved market access for Australian sugar, CANEGROWERS engaged in meetings with Australian government
officials in London, Geneva and Brussels. In London this included meeting Trade Minister Ciobo.
In Geneva, CANEGROWERS coordinated and managed a meeting of the Global Sugar Alliance Taskforce in which the sugar
subsidies offered by India, Pakistan and the EU and the extent to which they contravene WTO rules were the focal point of
the meeting. The meeting concluded with members unanimously calling on their governments to take all necessary steps to
ensure Pakistan and India comply with their WTO obligations.

Electricity
✓
✓

CANEGROWERS is continuing its work with the AER rate of return Consumer Reference Group. The group is reviewing the
AER’s draft rate of return guideline.
CANEGROWERS is working closely with Energy Queensland to develop electricity tariffs for longer term use in food and fibre
production.

Great Barrier Reef Restoration Symposium
✓

Attended the symposium in Cairns to listen to science ideas and projects on restoring the reef.

 Biggest challenge to reef is climate change and the restoration approach is looking to support crucial areas such as
tourism spots or diving reefs in light of coral bleaching.

 The view from the science community attending the forum is the reef is not dead and the local and international media
✓
✓

portraying this is both irresponsible and damaging.
CANEGROWERS presented a 10-minute overview of the activities and programs it has been involved in over the past 10
years. The talk was well received and created positive feedback and social media.
Networking with reef scientists, AIMS and GBRMPA, CSIRO and government.

Fibre Quality Measurement (FQM)
✓

CANEGROWERS attended a FQM workshop organised to assist SRA plant breeders to develop possible benchmarks so
that clones with unmillable fibre quality are discovered earlier in the selection process. The following issues were of interest:
 There have been recent varieties released which are on the border of the current fibre quality limits of shear strength and
impact resistance.
 Trials have shown that these varieties (soft canes) have unacceptable milling characteristics with current mill systems.
 The parents used in the breeding program indicate that it is likely that there will be an increasing number of soft canes in
the plant breeding pipeline.
 The current measurement of fibre quality is too expensive and cumbersome to allow the determination of fibre quality with
more clones at an earlier stage in the selection process.
 Further development NIR measurements with SpectraCane could be an option for early fibre quality measurement.
 There seemed to be some correlation between maturity (moisture) and fibre quality.
 The dilemma is not to cull clones which provide an overall industry benefit if the fibre quality issues could be economically
managed with agronomic or processing changes.
 Further research on early measurement methods and fibre quality measurement will be considered.

Rural Fire Services Queensland (RFSQ)
✓

RFSQ have contacted CANEGROWERS to start discussions on reviewing the current Commissioners Notice for cane
burning.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Smartcane BMP
✓

The graph below shows the trend in accredited cane area for four regions – Wet Tropics, Burdekin, Mackay-Whitsunday, and
Burnett-Mary.

Transport
✓

Attended a National Farmers Federation (NFF) transport
subcommittee meeting the following topics were discussed: OSOM Inquiry - Minister McCormack has established an
independent review of the regulatory framework around permits
for OSOM vehicle movements with a specific focus on delays for
granting permits.
 CANEGROWERS attended a NFF meeting with Pascal
Felix who is coordinating the inquiry.
 NFF NHVR Safety Project - NFF will draft a tender proposal
for the communications stage of the safety campaign.

Economics & Trade Committee
✓

✓
✓
✓

Meeting in Mareeba, CANEGROWERS Economics and
Trade Committee had an opportunity to gain an understanding of
local issues in the Tableland district, in preparation for next
week’s Policy Council.
✓ With electricity being such an important input for irrigators in
the region and across the State, the Committee visited MSF Sugar’s Tableland mill and received a briefing on the
cogeneration facility presently under construction. It also received a briefing on the Mount Emerald Wind Farm and inspected
the Mareeba-Dimbulah Irrigation Area.
These briefings informed the Committee’s meeting which dealt with a broad range of issues associated with electricity and
irrigation water prices.
The agricultural electricity tariff trials funded by the Queensland Government and implemented by Ergon Network and Ergon
Retail, in partnership with CANEGROWERS, QFF and
Cotton Australian is delivering results.
The Committee also considered CANEGROWERS
marketing information service, trade and market access
issues and issues associated with the forthcoming QCA
review of irrigation water pricing.

8

Pricing information
2018 Season Advances
Schedule
As at 29 June 2018

Default Advances

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Jun -17
19 Jul 18

65%
65%

246.26
246.26

16 Aug 18
20 Sep 18
18 Oct 18
15 Nov 18
20 Dec 18
17 Jan 19
21 Feb 19
21 Mar 19
18 Apr 19

65%
65%
70%
70%
75%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%

246.26
246.26
265.20
265.20
284.15
303.09
322.03
331.51
340.98

16 May 19

95%

359.92

20 Jun 19
Jul -19

97.5%
100%

369.39
378.86

Default

Confirmed
Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports,
Allocation Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge
via the reporting page of the Pricing and Payments
section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also available in the
Pricing & Payments section.

2018 Season Advances Schedule
As at 15 June 2018

Applicable from

Default Pools %
Rate

Default Pricing
Indicative price

60%
65%
70%
72.5%
75%
80%
82.5%
87.5%
90%
92.5%
95%
100%

217.95
223.48
240.67
249.27
257.86
275.06
283.65
300.84
309.44
318.03
326.63
343.82

Initial
23 Aug 18
18 Oct 18
22 Nov 18
13 Dec 18
24 Jan 19
21 Feb 19
21 Mar 19
18 Apr 19
16 May 19
20 Jun 19
July 19

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board
The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment
by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change
during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price
and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any
pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments.

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 31 July 2018
Crop Year

Indicative Price

Movement

2019 Season

332.87
370.59

-1.65
-1.66

2020 Season

391.45

-2.15

2018 Season

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and
prevailing AUD/USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing
Information and trends

Estimated Wilmar 2018 Pool Prices
As at 29 June 2018
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)
Wilmar Production Risk Pool

$377

Wilmar Managed Pool

$362

Wilmar US Quota Pool

$655

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at
the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.
Allocation Account Amounts begin the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on
a monthly basis as actual premiums and costs are known.
For the 2018 Season Production Risk Pool we forecast that the quantity of sugar in the Pool
exceeds the downside risk to the crop (i.e. at the commencement of the Season, the Pool is
greater than 30% of total estimated PPA sugar). Accordingly the Pool Manager has
commenced pricing that portion of the Pool that exceeds this downside risk to the crop.
The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date
and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include
Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may
differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’
Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments
resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements. For more information, view the
latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

Estimated QSL 2018 Pool Prices
As at 13 July 2018
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)
QSL Harvest Pool

$339

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$335

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool

$341

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$333

QSL US Quota Pool

$555

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$379

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.
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1.

Genetically modified crops provide greater opportunities to
grow more on less land, increase crop yields, enhance
international competitiveness and reduce agriculture’s
impact on the environment. Read the QFF QCL column
HERE.

2.

The latest Energy Savers e-newsletter is now available!
Stay up-to-date with the latest news and events including
applications fully subscribed for the next round of Energy
Savers audits and stories about dairy hot water and
refrigeration efficiency HERE.

3.

The revised Reef 2050 Plan and Reef 2050 Water Quality
Improvement Plan were released today identifying new
actions to protect the Great Barrier Reef. Queensland
agriculture through the QFF-led Reef Alliance is leading
the way with innovative farming practices - a win for
farmers and the reef!

4.

5.

6.

The $4 billion Regional Investment Corporation is open for
business with low-interest loans for Aussie farmers and co
-finance for state/territory water projects. You can find out
more information about your eligibility and the loan terms
HERE.
Australia is fighting a war against waste and plastics are
the enemy. Plastic contamination has become insidious,
posing significant risks to agricultural soils, wildlife and
cattle through ingestion. QFF’s QCL column HERE.
Queensland farmers and their communities are one step
closer to achieving a vision for the future of agriculture in
the state following the inaugural meeting of the
Agricultural Ministerial Advisory Council (AgMAC) in
Brisbane this week. Read QFF’s media statement HERE
and listen to QFF President Stuart Armitage’s chat with
Western Life News HERE.

7.

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission
(ACCC) released its final report into the retail electricity
pricing inquiry this week again highlighting a broken
energy system. Read QFF’s media statement HERE and
listen to QFF’s Dr Georgina Davis’ chat with Queensland
Country Hour HERE.

8.

QFF industry member CANEGROWERS is celebrating
the commitment of its members to innovative and
progressive farming practices which safeguard the Great
Barrier Reef with Cane to Coast. Check out their
remarkable stories HERE.

9.

This week is National Farm Safety Week designed to
raise awareness of farm safety issues and highlight
practical steps farmers can take to improve work health
and safety on farms. See details on how you can get
involved and manage your farm safely HERE.

10. Under and over-nourishment are key health issues we
need to address with agricultural development. The 2018
Crawford Fund Conference discusses how we can feed
our growing population sustainably for good health,
register now HERE.
QFF is a federation that represents the interests of peak and
national agriculture industry organisations which in turn
represent more than 13,000 primary producers across the state.
CANEGROWERS is a major commodity member of QFF.

Terry Granshaw
0437 553 149
tgranshaw@bps.net.au

Jasmine Connolly
0438 934 601
jconnolly@bps.net.au

Smartcane BMP selfassessment workshops

BMP self-assessment workshops will be held fortnightly on
Monday mornings (9 –11 am) with the next meeting scheduled
August 13.
The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP
accreditation.
Growers who have completed the selfassessment and would like to continue on to accreditation
should also contact Terry or Jasmine.
Please RSVP to:
Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149
Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601

IrrigWeb workshops

IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday
mornings (9 - 11 am) with the next meeting scheduled Aug 2.
Workshops will cover: setting up a farm and paddocks;
determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation
information.
You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet. Phones are
suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too
small for the initial setup. If you don’t have a laptop or tablet
please let us know so we can organise one.
Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079.
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Wayne Smith

General Manager

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

0428 834 802
4790 3604
4790 3602

4790 3601

Published Fortnightly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Disclaimer

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au

DIRECTORS

Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Kalamia

Geraldine Cantarella

geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Pioneer

Sue Wright

sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

