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CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd Newsletter Edition 2018/14 Distributed: Friday 17 August 2018   

Harvest Management Meeting Update 
Grower and Wilmar representatives met on Tuesday in what has become a three weekly cycle for meetings this season given the 

ideal conditions and fine weather that has been prevailing. 

Most of the meeting was taken up with reports on safety incidents since the last meeting and an update on the district’s mills 

performance and production. 

Safety incidents 

 The Hodel loco pulling loaded bins from Millaroo to Giru rolled over near Clare 8 resulting in damage to the loco and several 

bins being written off, fortunately no one was injured. 

 A tractor used for moving bins in the Invicta marshalling yard snapped in half when it collided with a rake on bins; again 

fortunately no one was injured. 

 The Carstairs inkerman loco collided with a haul out truck that had got stuck in the delivery pit in an offset position when 

attempting to move bins in the siding. 

 A RSU Pioneer loco operating into Corica road collided with a tractor. 

 Officers are still getting reports and have again requested that haul out vehicles not operate in sidings when the locos are 

shunting bins. 

Mills production & performance 

Wilmar Burdekin Operations Manager Paul Turnbull’s report provided an incomplete table that has omitted the forecast vs actual 

lost time information i.e. the scheduled & unscheduled and outside stops data. 

An extract from Paul’s report is included in the following information: 

Invicta                  Pioneer  

Total throughput – 88,000 tonnes ahead of budget      Total throughput – 30,000 tonnes ahead of budget 

Rate – 1021 tph season to date (1 tph ahead of budget; on target) Rate – 536 tph season to date (5 tph ahead of budget) 

Kalamia                 Inkerman 

Total throughput – 83,000 tonnes ahead of budget      Total throughput – 47,000 tonnes ahead of budget  

Rate - 499 tph season to date (15 tph ahead of budget)    Rate - 557 tph season to date (4 tph below budget) 

Rate limits – factories are close to being rate limited by sugar production on the high-grade pans and fugals. 

High CCS  - levels continue to rise as weather remains favourable. 

Scheduled cleans – Inkerman will be an extended stop of 18 hours or more as steam off is required to attend to a boiler repair. 

Locos - The Koolkuna loco is still out of service at Inkerman awaiting a software update; the Strathalbyn due to return to service 
at Kalamia on Friday and the Hodel will be out two weeks due to repairs required after an incident at Clare last week.  

Mill tours 
Tours of the following mills will be conducted by Wilmar on the days and times indicated; to reserve a place on the tour please 
phone your logistics officer to do so. 
Pioneer Mill  - Wednesday 5 September  |  4pm - 6pm 
Inkerman Mill - Wednesday 26 September  |  4pm - 6pm 

Last day over burning – Wilmar logistics officers reported that there has been a propensity for some harvest groups to over burn 
on the last day before they go on days off. The officers are requesting that growers be diligent and work with their harvest crews 
to ensure that this practice doesn’t occur as it can impact on other harvest groups and make the management of harvest equity 
very challenging and difficult. 
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Wilmar's sugar results 
helped by trading and 
refining operations 
Wilmar reported considerably lower losses in its sugar business 

in Q2 2018 (ended June 31) than a year earlier. The segment 

reported a smaller pretax loss of US$46.2 million in 2Q 2018 

due to an improved performance by the Group’s merchandising 

and processing operations. 

The company said that sales volume for Sugar (Milling) 

increased in 2Q18 due to the new Australian sugar marketing 

programme introduced in 2017, where certain proportion of 

sugar produced in 2017 were sold in the current quarter. 

However, lower sales activities in the merchandising and 

processing businesses saw overall sales volume for the 

segment decrease in 2Q18 and 1H18. 

The Singapore-listed commodity trader Wilmar International Ltd 

posted a five-fold rise in second-quarter net profit, helped by its 

oilseeds and grains segment that benefited from higher 

volumes and crush margins. The company, whose top 

shareholders include U.S. agricultural trader Archer Daniels 

Midland Co, reported a net profit of $316.4 million for the three 

months ended June, compared with $59 million a year earlier. 

Council rejects rates 
payment plan 
application 
Last month CANEGROWERS Burdekin wrote to the Burdekin 

Shire Council requesting that given the current poor economic 

conditions that growers are currently faced with that 

consideration be given for the payment of rates on an interest 

free payment plan. 

As can be seen in the letter containing the Council’s response 

the application has been rejected on the basis of equity. 

At a meeting of all Burdekin grower collective organisations 

yesterday it was agreed that an urgent meeting request be 

sent to the Mayor to discuss having the Council reconsider 

their position on the application. 

Sugar Code of Conduct 
Submissions close 22 
August 
Submissions on the Sugar Code of Conduct close next 

Wednesday 22nd August. 

The Department of Agriculture and Water Resources are 

currently reviewing Australia’s Sugar Code of Conduct and are 

seeking feedback from industry and community stakeholders. 

The purpose of this review is to determine the effectiveness of 

the existing Code and whether amendments are required. 

For further information click here. 

https://haveyoursay.agriculture.gov.au/sugar-code-of-conduct-review
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Scholarships for cane 
growers 
CANEGROWERS has six scholarships available to growers 

wanting to help build a strong and sustainable sugarcane 

farming future.  

The scholarships are for programs run by the Australian Rural 

Leadership Foundation (ARLF). They are being made available 

with assistance from the Federal Government’s Agricultural 

Industries Fund which supports national agricultural industry 

organisations to develop leadership capability.  

CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said the programs aim to 

develop courageous and influential grower leaders for the 

sugarcane industry.  

“These scholarships are an important investment in one of our 

industry’s most valuable resources – the men and women of 

Australia’s sugarcane industry,” Mr Galligan said.  

Three scholarships are available for the Training Rural 

Australians in Leadership (TRAIL) program which runs from 7 

to 15 October in Canberra. Applications close Friday 31 

August.   

Three scholarships are also available for the Agribusiness 

Leadership Program which will take place in 2019, with three 

sessions over a 12-week period including two face-to-face 

sessions and one online.  

“Both programs are fantastic opportunities for our next leaders 

to grow and learn, and then bring that knowledge and expertise 

back to their communities and local industries in order to build 

a stronger and more sustainable farming future for all of us,” Mr 

Galligan said. 

More information and a link to the application form is in the 

Latest News section on the CANEGROWERS website  here. 

New rules, new grower guide for vegetation 
management 
A vote of the Queensland Parliament in May this year means the rules governing the 

management and clearing of vegetation on sugarcane farms has changed. 

CANEGROWERS has developed a guide to step members through the process of determining 

what permissions are needed for any activity that is planned. 

A Vegetation Management guide for Queensland sugarcane farms is now available on the 

Member Resources page of the CANEGROWERS website click here. 

Please use your CANEGROWERS membership number and district name when prompted on 

the screen to access the guide. 

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/media/latest-news/scholarships-for-cane-growers
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/membership/member-resources
mailto:croberts@qccu.com.au?subject=My%20Friend%20Referred%20Me!
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Collaborative effort 
delivers new sugar-
cane variety for 
Burdekin region  

A new sugarcane variety approved for growers in the Burdekin region has 

been named after its joint developers – Wilmar Sugar and Sugar Research 

Australia (SRA).  

The new variety is called WSRA17 and it is the first to carry the ‘WSRA’ prefix 

since the naming convention for new sugarcane varieties changed in 2015.  

The W signifies Wilmar’s contribution to the variety through its early-stage 

breeding program. Wilmar’s work synchronises with SRA’s breeding program 

as potential new varieties make their way toward the Final Assessment Trial 

(FAT) stage.  

SRA Variety Officer for the Burdekin, Ms Catherine Kettle, said WSRA17 

produced good tonnes per hectare when compared to standard commercial 

varieties in trials (Q183A, Q208A and KQ228A). Its commercial cane sugar 

(CCS) was slightly lower than comparison varieties in trials, it was resistant to 

leaf scald, and was intermediate/susceptible to sugarcane smut.  

Burdekin Productivity Services Manager Mr Rob Milla said from the data seen 

to date, the variety had good commercial prospects due to its yield 

performance and leaf scald resistance.  

Mr Milla added that local industry would continue to keep a close eye on 

WSRA17’s response to smut in the Burdekin, which so far had been 

reasonable. This local response has seen the Burdekin Regional Variety 

Committee approve the release of the variety, while also noting the importance 

of continuing to monitor its response to smut.  

According to Wilmar Sugar Technical Field Officer Mr Terry Morgan, the 

variety has shown promise in field trials and through its development, and was 

special because both parents were commercial varieties that had been 

created in the Burdekin.  

WSRA17’s parents are Q208A and TellusA. Q208A was the most popular 

Australian variety in 2017 and represented 30 percent of the entire Australian 

sugarcane crop.  

“WSRA17 is unusual because it came from a cross that occurred under field 

conditions in a block of commercial cane,” Mr Morgan said. “We really mined 

that cross. We grew in excess of 3000 seedlings from the cross, and that is 

where this new variety came from.”  

Greg joins the 
QSL team 

The QSL Grower Services Team has welcomed 

a new member, with Greg Watson joining the 

business as Grower Relationship Manager for 

QSL’s Burdekin and Herbert River offices.  

Greg, pictured right, has strong roots in the 

sugar industry and originally hails from Home 

Hill where his family were cane harvesting 

contractors.  

He is a qualified Certified Practising Accountant 

(CPA) and most recently was a partner and 

Financial Planner with Carey Financial in 

Ingham and Townsville.  

Prior to this he held various agribusiness 

banking roles with the Queensland Industry 

Development Corporation (QIDC) and ANZ, and 

was Executive Officer of the Cooperative 

Research Centre for Sustainable Sugar 

Production for three years. 

Greg said he was looking forward to catching up 

with some familiar faces from his previous work 

with North Queensland’s farming communities. 

“It’s great to be back working with growers and I 

think my previous experience is a great fit for the 

challenges of my new role,” he said. 

Greg will be based in QSL’s Ayr and Ingham 

offices, and can be contacted on 0409 372 305 

or email Gregory.Watson@qsl.com.au. 
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The outstanding achievements of individuals and organisations working to improve the quality of water entering the iconic Great 

Barrier Reef will be recognised through the 2018 Reef Champion Awards run by the Reef Alliance with support from the 

Australian and Queensland governments. 

Nominations are sought from or on behalf of exceptional land managers, extension officers, industry and members of the 

community who are working to reduce their impact on the Reef, with entries open until Friday 14 September 2018. 

Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) CEO Travis Tobin said it was important to acknowledge the continued commitment and 

efforts of farmers and others working with the agricultural sector to safeguard the future of the Reef. 

“In the International Year of the Reef, the awards provide industry and the broader community with the opportunity to celebrate 

farmers, extension officers and community members who are working to improve land management practices,” Mr Tobin said. 

“Farmers continue to improve farming and environmental management practices and upgrade on-farm infrastructure, often 

supported by their communities and extension officers, to reduce run-off.” 

“These important actions are making huge improvements to the quality of the water leaving the farm and significantly 

contributing to the health of the Reef.” 

“The Australian Government’s Reef Trust and Reef Program, and the Queensland Government’s Reef Water Quality Program 

have been very successful in supporting and delivering mutually beneficial outcomes for farmers and the environment.” 

“The Reef Alliance has again partnered with The Prince’s Trust Australia to offer the coveted Prince of Wales Environmental 

Leadership – Reef Sustainability Award, which recognises the exemplary efforts of an individual farmer or group of farmers, to 

raise awareness, foster knowledge-sharing and engage local communities in sustainable natural resource management, 

particularly efforts to reduce water pollution, to protect and preserve the Great Barrier Reef.” 

The full list of awards is: 

Prince of Wales Environmental Leadership –  Reef Sustainability Award, Reef Nutrient Champion Award, Reef Sediment 

Champion Award, Reef Pesticide Champion Award, Reef Conservation Champion Award, Reef Extension Officer Champion 

Award, Reef Community Champion Award, Reef Youth Champion Award  

The Reef Champion Awards are supported by the ‘Reef Trust: Reef Alliance – Growing a Great Barrier Reef’ project, which is 

funded by the Australian Government’s Reef Trust, and the Queensland Government’s Reef Water Quality Program. 

For more information and to apply, visit www.qff.org.au/projects/reef-alliance/awards. 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/V_6DCr8DyJTrw7wtrR3i2?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/4bk4Cvl0KNTEOqOIjvlE-?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/8EfXCwVLMOsv0k0IPyroS?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/8EfXCwVLMOsv0k0IPyroS?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/zziFCxnMOPsLmDmi9V6_m?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/4XTYCyoNQ0I76K6IBVcbj?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/DgxyCzvOVRuG8E8uOzwCC?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/DgxyCzvOVRuG8E8uOzwCC?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/PNCbCANZjwuZrBrIpNwZt?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/vldzCBNZlxuDP0PIknLm9?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Q8rwCD1jpzTojwjIQwuvH?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://awardsaustralia.com/community-achievement-awards/qld/
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New sugarcane nutrition manual provides the     
A to Z of growing a healthy crop 
 A brand new manual released today by Sugar 

Research Australia (SRA) provides sugarcane 

growers, millers, and advisors with a complete run-

down on the latest research and information for 

growing a healthy sugarcane crop. 

Called the Australian Sugarcane Nutrition Manual, it 

is available free to growers, millers, and 

stakeholders through SRA in hardcopy and 

electronic formats. 

SRA CEO Mr Neil Fisher said good crop nutrition is 

fundamental to the industry’s productivity, 

profitability, and sustainability. 

“This new manual arms the Australian sugarcane 

industry with valuable information to gain a better 

understanding of their crop’s nutrition, which is 

underpinned by the SIX EASY STEPS® nutrient management program for fertiliser guidelines,” Mr Fisher said. 

“SIX EASY STEPS is a science-based nutrient management tool that enables the adoption of best practice nutrient management 

on-farm. It is acknowledged as industry best-practice for nutrient management to optimise productivity and profitability without 

adversely influencing soil fertility or causing off-farm impacts.” 

Mr Fisher said the Australian sugarcane industry had already made huge improvements to its nutrient management, which was 

delivering positive environmental outcomes and improved profitability. 

“SRA continues to provide robust and independent research in this field and we assist our industry investors to optimise 

productivity and profitability while also moving towards meeting water quality targets,” he said. 

“The Nutrition Manual is another valuable tool in the toolbox to help growers and advisors access this information. It is an example 

of SRA’s commitment to ensuring that research is translated into practical outcomes in the paddock and at the mill.  

“Looking ahead, and beyond this manual, SRA has exciting research projects underway looking at important topics such as the 

nitrogen use efficiency of sugarcane varieties and the viability of enhanced efficiency fertilisers. Growers, millers, and industry will 

hear more about these projects as results are gathered in the months and years ahead.” 

Herbert region grower Mr Chris Bosworth welcomed the publication of the manual and said marrying profitability and sustainability 

was crucial.  

“The Great Barrier Reef is right off our coast. We want to protect the Reef as we have already 

been doing,” Mr Bosworth said. “If we are losing nutrients from our farm to the Reef, it’s not 

growing any cane out there and it is costing us money.  

“I don’t want nutrients leaving my paddock, and this manual is a tool that can help with that. The 

least amount of nutrient that I can put on to grow a good crop, the better.” 

To access a copy of the manual visit https://sugarresearch.com.au/sra-information/

publications/ or email Samantha Ryalls at sryalls@sugarresearch.com.au or (07) 3331 

3308. 

https://sugarresearch.com.au/sra-information/publications/
https://sugarresearch.com.au/sra-information/publications/
https://sugarresearch.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/GCM2307-Sugar-Research-Australia-Publication-Layout-F-Web.pdf
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

Executive Comment 
✓ Various meetings and teleconferences regarding Sugar Code of Conduct review. 

✓ Ongoing work on social license and industry good funding proposals with the Australian Sugar Alliance. 

✓ Catch-up meeting with Tony Mahar, CEO NFF. Tony also presented on NFF’s “Talking 2030 Roadmap”. The objectives of 
the 2030 Roadmap are to provide an evidence-based roadmap for growth; identify policy issues on the horizon (10+ years) 
and engage senior industry leaders across Australia. 

✓ Attended AustSafe Board meeting. 

✓ CFO attendance at the annual Community Broker Network Insurance Conference hosted in Port Douglas.  CANEGROWERS 
insurance brokers from each region attended and capitalised on the opportunity to meet with the major underwriters and 
policy developers that impact our insurance offering.  The final evening had a focus on the sugar industry with a gala dinner 
held on one of our Mossman members farm and included a controlled burn which majority of the 200 + plus attendees had 
never seen.  The evening concluded with an auction and raised over $20,000 which was donated to the farmers in drought 
via the Buy a Bale campaign.  

✓ Attended a meeting of the LNP Agriculture Water & Energy Council, set up to assist the LNP understand agricultural policy 
requirements. 

✓ Held a catch-up teleconference with District Managers to discuss operational priorities and feedback from Policy Council. 

✓ Meeting held with Matt Koval from Dept of Agriculture and Water Resources - Canberra to discuss Red Witchweed funding 
and general biosecurity matters. 

✓ Policy Council and District Mangers Meetings. 
 

Code of Conduct 
✓ Further work with Synergies progressing their report and CANEGROWERS-ACFA joint submission. 

✓ Key points for district submission have been updated for circulation. 
 

Smartcane BMP 
✓ As part of the program’s new Monitoring and Evaluation procedures, a new assessment template is being developed and 

tested.  This template will assess the degree to which a grower meets the industry and above industry standards for core 
module practices, rather than the current blunt process of simply recording a yes/no response to each standard.  With this 
template, the program can more fully recognise the current practices of growers, and better detect future practice 
improvements. 

✓ The total area under accreditation approaches 20% of the Queensland cane area.  The accredited area in Tully now sits at 
55% of the district cane area. 

 

Bio-futures 
✓ CANEGROWERS met with Lazuli Consulting who have an SRA project to develop an industry agreed prioritised list of 

diversification opportunities that require R&D activity to progress to evaluation stage. This includes some economic and 
technical evaluation and a program approach towards unlocking value from the whole sugar cane plant. CANEGROWERS 
will be represented on the project Advisory Panel. 

✓ Cane growers met with Frontier Impact Group and Agri Technovation as a follow up meeting related to a spatial platform to 
record and provide a level of interpretation for a range of farm activities. The ability to measure some on farm water quality 
characteristics and to provide a platform for possible carbon credits into the future is of interest. 

 

Transport  
✓ The National Farmers Federation transport subcommittee met to determine the next steps in a campaign to inform road users 

of the existence and need for large agricultural vehicles and how to interact with them. One recommendation is to introduce a 
section on agricultural vehicles in the Learners licence. 

✓ There was discussion on the expected outcomes for the meeting with the subcommittee, National Heavy Vehicle Regulator 
and state road authorities on the harmonised agricultural vehicle national notice. 

✓ CANEGROWERS attended a meeting of the National Farmers Federation (NFF) transport subcommittee and the National 
Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) with regard to the Class 1 Agricultural Vehicle National Notice. There seems to be some 
progress and NHVR, State road authorities and the NFF subcommittee have a meeting scheduled to discuss the outstanding 
issues. There will however still be conditions imposed by road managers which is another level of detail which can affect the 
access to roads by growers. 

 

Biosecurity 
✓ CANEGROWERS met with Andrew Ward (SRA) and PHA to discuss upcoming biosecurity workshops for responsiveness 

and training on the Emergency Plant Pest Response Deed (EPPRD).  The industry has all the structures in place to deal with 
an emergency response, however how prepared the industry would be to a response is not well understood.   

✓ Two events are planned over the coming 12 months.  The first is an EPPRD training and awareness meeting.  The second is 
a larger workshop discussing response scenarios to a biosecurity incursion in the cane industry. 

 

Reef Trust  
✓ Discussion with Australian Government on the implementation of Reef Trust phases 6, 7 and 8.  
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

Reef Alliance 
✓ Preparation for Reef Alliance meetings in Townville. 

✓ A Reef Alliance Management Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 14 August 2018.  

✓ The Reef Alliance Practitioners Forum will be held on 14 and 15 August in Townsville.  Over 50 extension professionals from 
different industries are attending the QFF hosted event. 

✓ The Reef Extension Program graduate dinner will be held in Townsville on 14 August 2018. 
  

Electricity 
✓ CANEGROWERS attended the ‘COAG Energy Ministers’ Stakeholder Roundtable’ in Sydney. CANEGROWERS joined with 

NFF, other agricultural industries and industry groups supporting the National Energy Guarantee (NEG) and making the case 
for COAG to support the ACCC recommendations that would reduce electricity prices. 

✓ CANEGROWERS participated in Energy Queensland Agricultural Energy Forum.  Its focus was on safety, especially in the 
context of overhead power lines, transitional tariffs and EQs work to develop electricity tariffs for food and fibre production 
and its tariff structure statement for network tariffs for 2020 and beyond. 

✓ CANEGROWERS continued its close engagement with Energy Queensland, contributing to its regulatory proposal-tariff 
structure statement working group forum. 

  

Trade 
✓ Detailed legal and technical work on the WTO compatibility of Indian sugar subsidies with its WTO obligations is 

continuing.  CANEGROWERS participated in a teleconference with DFAT to review and agree next steps. 

✓ Appearing before the Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade References Committee, CANEGROWERS presented a case in 
support of Australia’s expeditious ratification of the proposed Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP-11). 

✓ Once it enters into force, by improving the terms of Australia’s sugar access to Japan and some other TPP members the 
agreement will deliver significant benefits to the sugar industry.  

  

Marketing 
✓ Code review meetings with Synergies and the University of Adelaide quantitative modelling team. 
 

ASSCT 
✓ CANEGROWERS attended the ASSCT conference organising committee meeting. The conference will be in Toowoomba 

with the theme of Broadening Our Horizons. 
 

LNP Agricultural, Water and Energy Committee  
✓ CANEGROWERS joined QFF, Ag Force and Growcom in the first meeting of the LNP Agricultural, Water and Energy 

Committee (Tony Perritt, Michael Hart and Dale Last).   

✓ In addition to energy and water, the meeting canvassed issues associated with drought, vegetation management, transport, 
biosecurity, and stamp duty on rural insurance. 

 

Reef Regulations 
✓ CANEGROWERS continues to engage with the Department of Environment and Science (DES) on the proposed reef 

regulations.  Advice is that the regulations are in drafting for release at the end of the year.  

✓ Government are not moving on the need to regulate as they consider the water quality is not improving fast enough to meet 
water quality targets.  

✓ Nutrient Management Plans and sediment practices are targeted for regulation. 
 

Chemicals 
✓ Met with Nufarm to discuss Suscon maxi (grub control), shirtan, sinker and their stewardship activities. 

✓ Nufarm and Cropcare have recently merged and have consolidated their chemical products. 

✓ Discussions with CANEGROWERS Mackay on Safety Data Sheets (SDS). 

✓ CANEGROWERS monitors APVMA’s chemical product registration list for chemical products that are used in the sugarcane 
industry.  This includes the registration of new products, the variation of labels, products reviews and permits. 

✓ CANEGROWERS are aware of two new applications for chemical products in the cane industry.  It has provided submissions 
supporting the registration of these products.  

✓ One is for a nematicide for nematode control in cane and rotation crops.  The cane industry has very limited options for 
controlling nematodes. The product is called Nimitz 480 EC Nematicide containing fluensulfone for use in sugarcane. The 
product appears to have a very low risk to trade (MRL) and would be a welcomed addition to manage nematodes in 
sugarcane. 

✓ The other is a residual herbicide that seems “softer” than diuron or atrazine.  The product is called Amitron.  Amitron 
700WG provides another residual chemical for the management of weeds in the Australian sugarcane industry. It appears 
to have good efficacy against grasses and broad leaf weeds, a low toxicity risk to people, a low toxicity risk to birds, 
mammals and bees, very low risk to trade (MRL) and an acceptable risk to the environment supported by application 
conditions on the label. 
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

Crop Year  Indicative Price Movement  

2018 Season 322.21 -0.18 

2019 Season 365.25 -0.65 

2020 Season 389.92 -1.01 

2021 Season 399.61 -1.61 

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and 

prevailing AUD/USD exchange rates 

Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing 

Information and trends 

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

QSL Harvest Pool $341 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $335 

QSL Early Start Actively Managed Pool $340 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $333 

QSL US Quota Pool $547 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $378 

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price. 

For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, 

Allocation Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge 

via the reporting page of the Pricing and Payments 

section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also available in the 

Pricing & Payments section.  

Default  Default Advances 
Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Jun -17 65% 246.26 

19 Jul 18 65% 246.26 

16 Aug 18 65% 225.42 

20 Sep 18 65% 225.42 

18 Oct 18 70% 242.76 

15 Nov 18 70% 242.76 

20 Dec 18 75% 260.10 

17 Jan 19 80% 277.44 

21 Feb 19 85% 294.78 

21 Mar 19 87.5% 303.45 

18 Apr 19 90% 312.12 

16 May 19 95% 329.46 

20 Jun 19 97.5% 338.13 

Jul -19 100% 346.80 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 17 August 2018 

2018 Season Advances Schedule 

As at 10 August 2018 

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices 

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the current date 

and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have been adjusted to include 

Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by banking institutions and, therefore, may 

differ from daily prices quoted by the ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ 

Economic Interest in Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments 

resulting from local grower-miller pricing arrangements.  For more information, view the 

latest QSL Market Snapshot here. 

Estimated QSL 2018 Pool Prices 

As at 10 August 2018 

2018 Season Advances 

Schedule 

As at 31 July2018 

 

Applicable from 
Default Pools % 

Rate 

Default Pricing 

Indicative price 

Initial 60% 217.95 

23 Aug 18 65% 224.96 

18 Oct 18 70% 241.28 

22 Nov 18 72.5% 249.90 

13 Dec 18 75% 258.52 

24 Jan 19 80% 275.75 

21 Feb 19 82.5% 284.37 

21 Mar 19 87.5% 301.60 

18 Apr 19 90% 310.22 

16 May 19 92.5% 318.84 

20 Jun 19 95% 327.45 

July 19 100% 344.69 

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board 

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a commitment 

by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. The program may change 

during the season depending on movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price 

and currency movements and timing of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any 

pricing elections may also impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

Confirmed 

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

Wilmar Production Risk Pool $341 

Wilmar Managed Pool $337 

Wilmar US Quota Pool $644 

Estimated Wilmar 2018 Pool Prices 

As at 31 July 2018 

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at 

the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.  Allocation Account Amounts begin 

the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual 

premiums and costs are known. 

For the 2018 Season Production Risk Pool we forecast that the quantity of sugar in the Pool 

exceeds the downside risk to the crop (i.e. at the commencement  of the Season, the Pool is 

greater than 30% of total estimated PPA sugar). Accordingly the Pool Manager has 

commenced pricing that portion of the Pool that exceeds this downside risk to the crop. 

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web 

 

https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzhJ5wQsCzAQsTjd7a9EVdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCVssUCZsSHaNfPP_5twx7P50lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISVpAwUUqen-LPbb0VBZPHTbFIzzhPPXXzP2t-EyCJtdmUVPBgY-F6lK1FJUSyOrKrKr01yR3-rEDNYGjbGX3ifEYLAUXoHBzVmaACPAnn44T4ZjttI-g7441
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1. The current drought has led to a greater desire to buy 
local produce and if need be, pay a bit more for it. If this 
can be sustained, consumers will continue to play an 
active role in building more resilient farming businesses 
and rural communities. QFF’s QCL column HERE.  

2. QFF has welcomed announcements from Westpac and 
ANZ that they will now allow farmers to offset money held 
in Farm Management Deposits against their agricultural 
lending. QFF’s media statement HERE.    

3. The outstanding achievements of individuals and 
organisations working to improve the quality of water 
entering the iconic Great Barrier Reef will be recognised 
through the 2018 Reef Champion Awards. Read the 
media statement HERE and apply now HERE!  

4. The latest Reef Alliance: ‘Reliable Five’ is now available! 
Stay up-to-date with the latest reef news and events 
including the 2018 Reef Champion Awards, the Tropical 
Water Quality Hub’s project combatting gully erosion and 
the upcoming Reef Pecha Kucha event in Townsville. 
Details HERE.  

5. Recent climate and weather workshops organised by QFF 
with the Bureau of Meteorology and the Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries provided farmers with tools to 
better understand the daily forecast. Make sure you're 
across all the information the forecast contains HERE.  

6. Passionate innovators and key influencers in agriculture 
are encouraged to nominate for the 2018 Peter Kenny 
Medal and the Minister’s Emerging Leader’s Award. The 
successful recipients will be announced on National 
Agriculture Day on 21 November 2018. Apply HERE.  

7. While the median price of farmland across the country 
grew by 7.1% in 2017, it decreased by 2.8% (to $4051/ha) 
in Queensland. Despite this, local governments continue 
to increase rates for farming businesses. QFF’s 
QCL column HERE.  

8. "The best thing to do is, if you have the chance and can 
do it, buy Australian produce. That flows back into 
Australian pockets which is a benefit for farmers doing it 
tough." QFF's Ross Henry recently spoke to A Current 
Affair about drought-affected farmers, check out the story 
HERE.  

9. The latest Rural Jobs and Skills Alliance (RJSA) e-
newsletter is now available! Read about the latest news 
and events including women in farm businesses and the 
School to Industry Partnership Program HERE.  

10. Energy audits and grants of up to $250,000 to implement 
their recommendations are available to electricity 
customers in regional Queensland on transitional and 
obsolete tariffs. Apply HERE before 7 September 2018!  

Smartcane BMP self-
assessment workshops 
BMP self-assessment workshops will be held fortnightly on 

Monday mornings (9 –11 am) with the next meeting scheduled 

August 27. 

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP 

accreditation.  Growers who have completed the self-

assessment and would like to continue on to accreditation 

should also contact Terry or Jasmine. 

Please RSVP to: 

Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149 

Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601 

Terry Granshaw 
0437 553 149 

tgranshaw@bps.net.au 

QFF is a federation that represents the interests of peak and 

national agriculture industry organisations which in turn 

represent more than 13,000 primary producers across the state. 

CANEGROWERS is a major commodity member of QFF. 

IrrigWeb workshops 
IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday 

mornings (9 - 11 am) with the next meeting scheduled Aug 30. 

Workshops will cover:  setting up a farm and paddocks; 

determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation 

information. 

You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet.  Phones are 

suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too 

small for the initial setup.  If you don’t have a laptop or tablet 

please let us know so we can organise one. 

Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079. 

Jasmine Connolly 
0438 934 601 

jconnolly@bps.net.au 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/x9uSCANZjwuZlxEc74T3k?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Yl8qCBNZlxuDRx8SqjQe5?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/6U_ZCD1jpzToJ73cGg-jD?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/E3V5CE8krATl0wpilS-Gl?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/8UOPCGvmyDuBOrAu37QuJ?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/BvZMCJypGJtBAkKu6fddp?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/S0wmCK1qK0TDMQ4SzRmSA?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/sci6CL7rMLskw0QTO0esS?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/S_sBCMwvOMt2kpzCn2iBj?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/dJ_rCNLwQNcZPYjc1xU98?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/dBhxCOMxVOTNZDvSnk9fq?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/oS8VC3Q8B4UX9j2tgpPZWC?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/0FrnC4QZE5Uz9ZlSO5dXOZ?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/yk9IC5QZJ6UMpy6czVvFbb?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/ZjZfC6X1LgcP0RyfpQunj2?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/ZjZfC6X1LgcP0RyfpQunj2?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/QogxC71ZNjTzVrZS81I_W3?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/v7TrCk8v9yTkXD5T2jQ1YO?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Gt8CCwVLMOsv00yTotIpG?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/F3B4CxnMOPsLmmxtlDWOj?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/SaMICANZjwuZrrEtjlsPW?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/SaMICANZjwuZrrEtjlsPW?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Mr6NCBNZlxuDPP8FoV089?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/DiwjCL7rMLskNNQIRRS8Q?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/52nnCMwvOMt2xxzTg3go4?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/JHWDCNLwQNcZVVjtnRZAk?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

CANEGROWERS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Wayne Smith General Manager 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3606 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Fortnightly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Invicta Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 

Kalamia Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Sue Wright sue@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Inkerman Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 


