
 

 1 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd Newsletter Edition 2018/10 Distributed: Tuesday 19 June 2018   

SRA Board Burdekin Visit 
The SRA Board met with CBL directors last 

week when they visited the Burdekin as part of 

their regional Board meetings program. The 

SRA Board hold six meetings per year, with 

three of these in a regional location, which 

allows them to meet with investors, 

stakeholders, and staff to discuss research 

activities and requirements in the region.  The 

SRA board last visited the Burdekin in 2016. 

During last week's visit, discussion included the 

SRA soil health project, the use of unmanned 

aerial vehicles in the plant breeding program, 

yellow canopy syndrome, automation of 

irrigation, varieties, and the new adoption 

strategy.  

The SRA board also took the opportunity in 

discussions with CBL directors to mention that 

those growers who are not already members (if 

you are receiving correspondence and 

communications directly from SRA then you 

are already a member) to realise that just because you are paying levies doesnôt automatically make you a member;  you must 

make application to SRA to become a member.  SRA has flagged that there are important changes to the constitution being 

proposed later this year and that only members can vote on these. Application forms for SRA membership are available at the 

CBL office or can be accessed by clicking here.  

SRA Board - Dr Ian Johnsson, Stephen Guazzo, Lindy Hyam, Dr Helen Garnett,            

Ian Sampson, Dr Guy Roth, Dr Ron Swindells and CEO Neil Fisher                                 

visited the Burdekin last week 

2018 Season Kicks Off 
All Burdekin mills got 2018 crushing operations underway last Tuesday with Invicta B side commencing the earliest at 6.45am 

followed by Inkerman A side at 9.40am, Pioneer 10am and Kalamia at 11am. 

The first weeks crushing has been peppered with the usual hiccups and issues of a first week that impacts mill performance and 

subsequently throughput. 

Inkermanôs B side had choking and electrical issues that restricted the weeks throughput; Invictaôs B side dropped out for about a 

day with superheater problems 

and blackout issues. Loadings at Invicta have been reduced today due to a power blackout overnight and also at Pioneer due to 

No. 2 Boiler ID Fan tripping overnight.  

The one bright light from the first weekôs crushing has been the improved CCS levels of more than unit in some mill areas when 

compared to last year. 

Invicta weekly average CCS was 13.22 compared to 12.07 last year; Pioneer 13.35 compared to 12.57; Kalamia 13.62 compared 

to 12.34 and Inkerman 13.5 compared to 12.07 last year. 
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Wilmar knocks back 
CSA request 
A request to Wilmar for some simple changes to be made to 

Schedule 9 to send information to the GEI marketer at the 

same time as the GEI marketer is invoiced for GEI sugar 

delivered to the terminal has been declined by Wilmar. This 

remains on the agenda with Wilmar as a relatively small 

measure to tidy up information flow that has been found to be 

wanting to ensure transactions between Wilmar and QSL are 

correctly identified and thus eliminate uncertainty. 

Dawson MP George 
Christensen Board 
Update 

George met with CBL directors last week to provide an update 

on certain topics and to discuss any issues raised when he 

attended the June board meeting. 

Of particular note was the information and discussion around 

the pending review process for the Sugar Industry Code of 

Conduct; a review is required for the mandatory code within 18 

months of the date of introduction which was April last year. 

A terms of reference is being prepared and meetings with 

stakeholders will be conducted over the next six 

months.  CANEGROWERS have already convened a working 

group from the growing side of the industry for the code review. 

During the review process growers will be encouraged to write 

to express their support for the retention of the code. 

BOM Climate and 
Weather Workshop ï 
Bowen 
DAF Bowen Research Facility, 45 Warwick Road, Bowen 

The Queensland Farmersô Federation, the Bureau of 

Meteorology (BOM) and the Department of Agriculture and 

Fisheries (DAF) are delivering a series of workshops for 

primary producers and service providers in regions impacted 

by Cyclone Debbie. 

Listen to climate and weather specialists and BOM senior 

forecasters discuss climate and weather risks, seasonal 

outlooks and weather forecasting. 

Lunch Provided! 

For more information or to register to attend visit Eventbrite. 

Please RSVP by 17 July 2018. 

What is Solar Flex 
Jody Horan of award winning solar installers Horan & Bird 

Energy Solutions is proposing to conduct an information 

evening for growers interested in finding out about the 

economics of the new Solar Flex program. 

Horan & Bird have already installed several systems for 

growers that have demonstrated savings in their costs of 

energy for irrigation. 

If you are interested in a no obligation presentation please 

phone Jody on 4721 3022. A time, date and venue will then be 

set for Jody to conduct the presentation in the Burdekin.  

CBL Board met with George Christensen MP 

Owen Menkens, George Christensen, Sib Torrisi, Greg Rossato,   

Roger Piva & Wayne Smith 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bom-climate-and-weather-workshop-bowen-tickets-46211446681
http://www.horanandbird.com.au/saas
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Budget doesn't 
stack up for 
Queensland agriculture  
The Queensland Farmersô Federation (QFF) and industry 

members are underwhelmed by a lacklustre 2018-19 State 

Budget that lacks vision and overlooks the important role 

agriculture plays in Queenslandôs economy. 

QFF CEO Travis Tobin said that while the Queensland 

Government had delivered on its election commitments, this 

yearôs Budget was again a missed opportunity to address some 

critical competitiveness and productivity issues, and exciting 

growth opportunities for the sector, which would benefit all 

Queenslanders. 

ñCredit to the government for fully delivering on its election 

commitments, upholding biosecurity funding for the Red 

Imported Fire Ant and Panama Tropical Race 4 eradication 

programs and maintaining funding for existing drought relief 

arrangements,ò Mr Tobin said. 

However, Mr Tobin said that some of the critical and important 

bigger picture issues facing the sector had been ignored. 

ñWe must start to see a higher priority and more strategic intent 

for agriculture in the governmentôs most significant annual 

document.ò 

ñBy 2030, two-thirds of the worldôs middle class will be living in 

the Asia-Pacific region. To make the most of this demographic 

shift and subsequent demand for food and clothing, 

Queensland agriculture will need to intensify so we must 

address current competitiveness challenges and increase 

investment in the longer-term enablers and drivers of 

sustainable and profitable intensified production systems.ò 

ñThat means genuinely addressing electricity and water 

affordability and the productivity nexus between them, targeted 

connection infrastructure funding, and strategic spending on 

risk management to help deal with climate variability. Much of 

this was outlined before the last election.ò 

ñWe also need to reverse the continued divestment in the 

sector. While there is a slight increase in total portfolio funding 

this year, in real terms State Government spending on 

agriculture has decreased at an average annual rate of 1.7% 

over the last 15 years.ò 

ñWith the governmentôs effort to make sure election 

commitments were funded now out of the way, it is time to 

refocus the agenda on targeted and strategic investment that 

will help drive the sector forward to capitalise on the 

opportunities that exist.ò 

ñWe have waited a long time for the Agricultural Ministerial 

Council to be established, so when it does finally get off the 

ground, the sectorôs competitiveness, productivity and 

development must be its focus.ò  

QFF advocacy delivers 
AgMAC  
Queensland farmers and their communities are one step closer 

to achieving a vision for the future of agriculture in the state 

following continued advocacy by the Queensland Farmersô 

Federation (QFF) and industry members. 

The establishment of the Agricultural Ministerial Advisory 

Council (AgMAC) has been welcomed by QFF as a positive 

first step in addressing and genuinely working through issues 

the sector is facing. 

QFF President Stuart Armitage said QFF and industry 

members were looking forward to working with government to 

progress and resolve agricultural issues and build a more 

strategic approach by government towards the sector. 

ñQFF has been advocating for AgMAC to be established for 

some time. We didnôt quite get it up and running last 

Parliament, so it is encouraging that the Queensland 

Government has committed to doing something about it early 

in its new term,ò Mr Armitage said. 

ñMany of the issues impacting on agriculture are complex, with 

various competing government policy priorities and objectives. 

AgMAC provides a forum to address these cross-portfolio 

challenges and achieve a more synergistic government policy 

for agriculture.ò 

ñThere is also a real need for long term orientation and 

investment to drive a more competitive and sustainable 

system. AgMAC is an opportunity for the government to back 

the sector by progressing some critical competitiveness and 

productivity issues, and exciting growth opportunities.ò 

ñA strong, profitable and sustainable agricultural sector is good 

for everyone. Besides providing the highest quality food and 

clothing for people at home and abroad, it helps government 

balance the books, provides much needed regional economic 

stability and meaningful employment, and enables better 

environmental outcomes to be delivered.ò 

ñAgMAC has the opportunity to re-establish the agricultural 

sector as a strategic economic pillar ï something that farmers 

are looking for and all Queenslanders benefit from.ò  



 

 5 

More warning 
lights for 
Burdekin crossings  
Wilmar Sugar has installed more warning lights at busy cane 

rail crossings in the Burdekin ahead of this yearôs crush.  

Crushing started at Wilmarôs four Burdekin mills last Tuesday 

(12 June) and cane trains are on the move, hauling empty bins 

to sidings.  

General Manager Cane Supply and Grower Relations Paul 

Giordani said Wilmar had upgraded safety features at two key 

cane train crossings this maintenance season to further reduce 

the risk of collisions or near-hits with cane trains.  

ñWe have an extensive public awareness campaign around 

cane train safety and the need for people to always approach 

crossings with caution,ò Mr Giordani said.  

ñWeôre also continually working to improve the visibility of our 

crossings, particularly those that intersect busy roads or 

highways.ò  

Mr Giordani said pre-warning lights had been installed at two 

active crossings in the Burdekin ahead of this yearôs crush: 

One at McDesme on the Bruce Highway between Ayr and 

Home Hill, and the other on the Ayr-Dalbeg Road at Airville.  

ñBecause the McDesme crossing on the Bruce Highway gets 

so much traffic, weôve also installed overhead flashing lights 

there to serve as an additional warning system.ò  

Mr Giordani said there were six collisions and nine near-hits 

involving Burdekin cane trains last year ï most of which 

involved local residents.  

ñA number of the collisions were due to tractors, trucks or cars 

failing to give way to locos at crossings without flashing lights. 

We also had an incident where a cane transporter was parked 

too close to the rail corridor and was clipped by a loco.ò  
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