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CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd Newsletter Edition 2018/7 Distributed: Friday 4 May 2018   

Wilmar sets 2018 season start  
Wilmar Burdekin Managers met with Grower representatives last week to conduct the consultation required under Cane Supply 

Agreements to determine a start date for the 2018 season. 

This consultation meeting is required to be conducted before the end of April in any year. 

The 2018 season forecast data and season estimate of 8.46 million tonnes for Burdekin district that was presented at the meeting 

can be viewed by clicking here. 

The area available for harvest has increased in all mill areas with Inkerman indicating the highest year-to-year increase in yield at 

6.2% against a Burdekin average increase of 3.6%. 

Wilmar informed the meeting that crushing operations at all Burdekin Mills will commence on Tuesday 12th June.  Burdekin 

Operations Manager Paul Turnbull gave a presentation to the meeting of the maintenance and capital that is being carried out at 

each mill site. 

These works should address most of the issues identified during the previous season operations and improve on the availability 

as indicated in the crushing parameters provided in the data. 

Steam trials are scheduled to commence on the 21st May at Invicta and 29th May at Pioneer, Kalamia and Inkerman mills. Paul 

has encouraged growers and harvesting contractors to take up Wilmar’s offer of mill tours being conducted over the next week as 

it is an opportunity to hear and gain a 

better understanding of mill operations 

due to the noise levels being much 

lower in the maintenance period 

compared to when the mills are 

crushing.  

Forecast season finish dates that 

include up to 34 days for stops (be they 

unscheduled, scheduled or rain) for 

each mill indicate the 26th November 

for Invicta, Pioneer and Kalamia and 

5th December for Inkerman. 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/2018%20Start%20date%20data.pdf
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Harvest inductions 
Online siding inductions will be available throughout the 

season to accommodate replacement workers and new 

employees.  This is a time efficient process that helps you to 

meet your Workplace, Health and Safety obligations. 

Being busy is no excuse for neglecting your safety obligations 

as an employer.  Make sure your workers have completed the 

generic inductions as well as site specific inductions prior to 

commencing work.  

The online siding induction can be completed at anytime from 

the comfort of your own home. 

Access is by username and password only so contact Wilmar 

logistics officer Peter Pattinson on 0418 144 911. 

Wilmar seen as major 
seller in large May raw 
sugar delivery 
The following is excerpts from a Reuters article published 

online in Wednesday. 

Three trade houses have scooped up over 1 million tonnes of 

Brazilian raw sugar against the May futures contract that ex-

pired on Monday, with Wilmar International seen selling more 

than half of it, according to ICE Futures U.S. data and traders. 

Many market participants view this as bearish, pointing to weak 

demand amid abundant global supplies, with traders saying 

Wilmar became a major seller after being a large buyer of raw 

sugar deliveries against ICE contracts in recent years. 

Wilmar, a Singapore-based trader, did not respond to a re-

quest for confirmation. 

The ICE May raw sugar delivery totalled 21,021 lots, about 

1.07 million tonnes, down from 29,947 lots a year prior, ICE 

Futures U.S. data showed on Tuesday, confirming a Reuters 

report. Of this, traders said Wilmar sold 12,909 lots. 

July raw sugar futures pared losses after falling by as much as 

2 percent to 11.52 cents per lb on Tuesday morning. 

“The guess would be that Asia is swimming in sugar right now, 

what with India and Thailand producing a large amount,” said 

Michael McDougall, senior vice-president of sales for ED&F 

Man Capital Markets. 

One dealer noted Wilmar delivering against the May contract is 

a “pretty significant event,” as it signals potentially weaker de-

mand from refineries in Algeria, Morocco, and Indonesia. 

“It’s maybe a sign that demand going forward is not as ro-

bust ... Usually Wilmar would have homes for that sugar in 

Algeria and Morocco and Indonesia,” the dealer said. 

Energy Savers Plus 
Program Extension  
The Energy Savers Plus Program Extension (ESPPE) is part of 

the Queensland Government’s Business Energy Savers 

Program. Introduced as an extension to the previous Energy 

Savers Plus Program, its purpose is to assist a further 200 

Queensland farms or agricultural producers to realise energy 

savings through the implementation of energy management 

strategies, by providing energy audits and co-contribution 

grants for the implementation of audit recommendations.  

For more information and to apply click here.  If you have any 

questions or require help with the application Steve Attard from 

AgriTech Solutions has offered his assistance.  Steve can be 

contacted on 0418 155 844. 

https://dnrme.qld.gov.au/business/energy/energy-savers-plus-program-extension
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Farmers blow whistle on government 47% power 
bill take 
For every $100 Queenslanders pay in network charges on a household or business electricity bill, the State Government takes 

$47.  The revelation is in a report commissioned by sugarcane growers’ group CANEGROWERS to get a clear picture of the 

drivers behind rising electricity prices and where the money ends up. 

“It’s shocking reading,” CANEGROWERS Senior Vice-Chairman Allan Dingle said. “This report exposes how successive 

Queensland Governments have enabled the electricity networks to exploit consumers in the pursuit of excessive profits – 

electricity is a cash cow for government! 

“It’s very rich for the State Government to be posturing over the proposed National Energy Guarantee when a large portion of the 

problem lies within its control.” 

Compiled by Hugh Grant, The Winners and Losers of the Monopoly Game examines the profitability of the electricity networks. 

“Across Queensland electricity prices DOUBLED from 2007-08 to 2013-14 and for farmers like me who use irrigation to grow food 

or fibre, prices are now 130% higher,” Mr Dingle said.  “For every $1000 irrigators pay in network charges watering their crops, the 

government gets $470. This is true for everyone using electricity.” 

“Increased network charges accounted for 95% of the 2007-08 to 2013-14 electricity price hike while generation and retail costs 

have remained stable.  Governments have been getting away with this for too long – but their time is up.  The community is 

becoming increasingly aware of the real reasons for excessive electricity prices.” 

“CANEGROWERS commissioned this report to get some facts and numbers out in the open to lay bare what everyone knows – 

we are being ripped off.” 

CANEGROWERS is calling for Queensland to take a leaf out of the book of governments in other states and stand up for 

electricity users – for households trying to balance budgets and businesses trying to contribute to the economy. 

“We are saying that Queenslanders will no longer be played as fools,” Mr Dingle said. “We need the political parties to stand up 

for us. I’ve never heard anyone ask for a price increase, but a decrease is on everyone’s lips.  In October last year the NSW 

government directed Essential Energy, its government-owned distribution network, to set its prices at 34% below the level that 

Essential Energy managed to game from the national regulatory framework.  It did that in response to community outrage 

following the leaking of a document that confirmed that Essential Energy cynically exploited its consumers, the regulator and the 

Australian legal system in its pursuit of excessive profits.  If NSW can do this, so can Queensland,” Mr Dingle said. 

The report shows that in every year over the past three years, the Queensland Government extracted more income from the 

networks than they have created which is an unsustainable situation. 

“This cash cow mentality is threatening the long-term viability of industries like irrigated agriculture, with flow on impacts in 

regional Queensland,” Mr Dingle said. 

“If that $470 out of every $1000 stayed in farmers’ pockets instead of going to the government, it would be spent in their local 

areas supporting other businesses and jobs.  A ‘business as usual’ approach to power prices from government is not an option.” 

The report contains four recommendations to stop the power price spiral: 

• Set the Queensland networks’ prices at efficient levels 

• Revert to Queensland Government-controlled regulation for the Queensland networks 

• Implement fiscal controls that restrict the Queensland Government’s income extractions to sustainable levels 

• Strengthen the oversight of the Queensland networks. 

CANEGROWERS is part of the Queensland Industry Energy Alliance along with the Queensland Farmers ’ Federation, Chamber 

of Commerce and Industry Queensland and the Refrigerated Warehouse & Transport Association. 

The Alliance is calling for electricity prices to have a ceiling of no more than 16c/kWh, comprising 8c/kWh for the network and 8c/

kWh for the electricity.  The report demonstrates that this is a sustainable electricity price. 

The Winners and Losers of the Monopoly Game is available here.  

https://bit.ly/2HsZKrS
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Thinking of joining or swapping health insurance 
providers?  No need to wait 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin members, we have a great offer for you!  Join Queensland Country Heath Fund in the month of May 

to not only enjoy your 6% corporate discount, you can choose either the first month for free or enjoy the two month waiting 

periods waived on your extras policy. 

Drop into your local branch today and ask for a quote. 

Growers gear up for harvest 
Queensland’s sugarcane growers are ramping up preparations for the 2018 harvest, proud of the natural product they supply to 

the world. 

Initial estimates collated by grower organisation CANEGROWERS indicates the state’s farms will cut more than 32 million tonnes 

of cane in 2018 – slightly up on last year’s crop. 

“We are a proud Australian industry, producing a product that is in demand because of its quality,” Chairman Paul Schembri said. 

“A predicted world surplus has put a dampener on prices, but our Queensland crop is looking good despite the challenges that 

flooding and storms have thrown at us. 

“We work hard and are passionate about what we do – growing sugarcane in a sustainable way. 

“One dark spot in our optimism for the 2018 season is the renewed calls for a sugar tax, most recently on the ABC TV program 4 

Corners.” 

CANEGROWERS acknowledges that Australia is facing a significant challenge in tackling increasing rates of obesity within the 

community. 

“But we remain opposed to the introduction of a sugar (soft drink) tax in Australia - demonising one ingredient by singling it out as 

the root of all dietary issues is simplistic and therefore dangerous,” Mr Schembri said. 

“Complex problems require complex solutions and tax on a single, natural food ingredient does not fit the bill. 

“Domestic sugar sales have not kept pace with Australia’s population growth in recent decades and have been relatively static 

around 1980s levels despite an almost 60% increase in Australia’s population during the same period. The only logical conclusion 

for this disparity is that Australians across the board are eating less sugar. 

“We support empowering all people with the information that enables them to make healthy food choices across all food 

categories and maintain a balanced and healthy lifestyle. CANEGROWERS remains committed to being engaged and involved in 

this discussion on behalf of our members.”  
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

Executive Comment 
✓ Attended the SRA Futures Forum in Mackay.  The Forum involved the CANEGROWERS Farm Inputs and Research 

Committee and a range of other industry stakeholders from policy, research, milling and productivity services background.  
While much work is to be done to crystallise actions, the forum was a great first step at bringing a diverse group together to 
agree on the need for a unifying vision for the industry and the desire by man to work on this in a collaborative way. 

✓ Began work with SRA to collaborate on the investments and initiative they do in relation to grower training and industry 
capability development.  At this stage the industry has no clear pathway to support and build skills in growers as leaders and 
business managers and we intend to work with SRA to build focus to the many initiatives that do exist. 

 

Australian Society of Sugar Cane Technologists (ASSCT) 
✓ CANEGROWERS attended the ASSCT Executive Committee strategic planning workshop. The strategy is to modernise the 

ASSCT program and continue with  

 Sugar Tuesday 

 supporting young graduates and expand this to young growers, 

 support some of the softer issues like the Futures Forum and industry issues 

✓ The society is financially sound although there is some concern over support from organisational stakeholders. ASSCT needs 
to clearly demonstrate its relevance with the strategic direction. 

✓ Burn Ashburner was appointed to the ASSCT Executive for 2018/19. The next conference is in Toowoomba in May 2019. 

✓ The ASSCT conference was attend in Mackay. The conference was well attended with increased attendance (+/- 400 
attendees), sponsorship and trade displays compared to the last few years. 

✓ Sugar Tuesday was considered to be a success with presentations on more practical emerging technologies and issues.] 
  

ASSCT-poster competition 
✓ CANEGROWERS provided a poster to the ASSCT conference called A 
nitrogen roadmap - better alignment of N inputs to crop requirements and it 
won the best agricultural poster paper and poster presentation at ASSCT 
conference. 

✓ The poster describes the Nitrogen roadmap, a project that the team 
have been leading in collaboration with SRA, the cane industry and other 
stakeholders since 2013 to describe the pathway from a grower’s 
perspective to a higher N use efficiency. 

✓ CANEGROWERS Communications Officer Jacqui Segond was 
instrumental in pulling the technical content together in a compelling and 
unique way when compared to the usual technical approach to poster 
design. 

✓ The poster was presented at the conference by Matt Kealley, who’s 
musical delivery was a little different to what is usually done at these types 
of events. 
  

Futures Forum 
✓ The Futures Forum was attended by CANEGROWERS including the Farm Input and Research Committee, a number of 

directors and senior staff. 

✓ This was part of the ASSCT but was organised by SRA and selected industry representatives. 

✓ Participants were asked to look at what they could do from and individual, supply chain and industry level - now (today), near 
term (next 3 months), long term (years) to deliver on positive future for the industry. 

✓ There is a strong momentum behind a collaborative approach to delivering a strong and positive future for the industry. 

✓ It is likely to be a future requiring diversity and agility and a focus on optimisation of land and processing assets - growers 
working together will be key to that success. 

  

Bonsucro 
✓ CANEGROWERS held a conference call with Bonsucro to discuss the Bonsucro cross-certification and benchmarking 

process. 
  

Trade 
✓ Preparations for mid-year Global Sugar Alliance taskforce meeting. 

✓ Participated in NFF teleconference in relation to TPP-11 ratification. 
  

Electricity 
✓ Progressing AER Consumer Reference Group report on rate of return guideline. 
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

Crop Year  Indicative Price Movement  

2018 Season 362.98 -0.46 

2019 Season 402.92 1.65 

2020 Season 421.44 0.29 

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and 

prevailing AUD/USD exchange rates 

Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing 

Information and trends 

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

QSL Harvest Pool $417 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $400 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $369 

QSL US Quota Pool $577 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $506 

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price. 

For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports, 

Allocation Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge 

via the reporting page of the Pricing and Payments 

section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also available in the 

Pricing & Payments section.  

Default  
Default 

Advances 

Cash on delivery 

Advances 

Default 

Pricing 

Indicative 

price 

Jun -17 65% 90%  

20 Jul 17 65% 90%  

17 Aug 17 65% 90%  

21 Sep 17 67.5% 90%  

19 Oct 17 70% 90%  

16 Nov 17 72.5% 90%  

21 Dec 17 75% 90%  

18 Jan 18 80% 90%  

15 Feb 18 85% 90%  

15 Mar 18 90% 90% 357 

19 Apr 18 92.50% 92.5% 363 

17 May 18 95% 95% 373 

21 Jun 18 97.5% 97.5% 383 

Jul -18 100% 100% 393 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 4 May 2018 

2017 Season Advances Schedule 

As at 13 April 2018 

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices 

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the 

current date and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have 

been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by 

banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the 

ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in 

Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments resulting 

from local grower-miller pricing arrangements.  For more information, view the 

latest QSL Market Snapshot here. 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 13 April 2018 

2017 Season Advances 

Schedule 

As at 29 March 2018 

 

Applicable 

from 

Forward 

Pricing 

Default 

Pools % 

Rate 

Default 

Pricing 

Indicative 

price 

Initial 60% 60% 252.08 

24 Aug 17 70% 70% 305.64 

19 Oct 17 72.5% 72.5% 309.12 

14 Dec 17 90% 75% 336.99 

25 Jan 18 90% 80% 355.98 

22 Feb 18 90% 85% 361.05 

22 Mar 18 90% 87.5% 372.40 

19 Apr 18 90% 90% 381.18 

17 May 18 95% 95% 391 

21 Jun 18 97.5% 97.5% 402 

July 18 100% 100% 423 

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board 

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a 

commitment by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. 

The program may change during the season depending on movements in the 

marketing and shipping plans, sugar price and currency movements and timing 

of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any pricing elections may also 

impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

Confirmed 

 Net pool price 

($/Tonne IPS) 

Wilmar Production Risk Pool $385 

Wilmar Managed Pool $412 

Wilmar US Quota Pool $644 

Estimated Wilmar Pool Prices 

As at 29 March 2018 

 Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide added 

tonnage to the pool and also to align the interests of growers and Wilmar to maximise the pool 

price outcome. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price as 

growers. The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis 

 As of the 29 December Wilmar has sufficient tonnage delivered to the Bulk Sugar Terminals to 

cover all previously priced and physically sold tonnage and has now begun pricing the 

Production Risk Pool.  

 Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as 

at the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.Allocation Account Amounts 

begin the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual 

premiums and costs are known. 

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web 

 

https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzhJ5wQsCzAQsTjd7a9EVdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCVssUCZsSHaNfPP_5twx7P50lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISVpAwUUqen-LPbb0VBZPHTbFIzzhPPXXzP2t-EyCJtdmUVPBgY-F6lK1FJUSyOrKrKr01yR3-rEDNYGjbGX3ifEYLAUXoHBzVmaACPAnn44T4ZjttI-g7441
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2018-Season QSL 
Guaranteed Floor Pool prices  
The floor and strike prices for the 2018-Season QSL 
Guaranteed Floor Pool have now been established at the 
following levels: 

FLOOR PRICE 

The absolute minimum gross price is: 

355.00 AUD/tonne ACTUAL 

342.33 AUD/tonne IPS 

STRIKE PRICE 

The strike price is: 

365.00 AUD/tonne ACTUAL 

351.98 AUD/tonne IPS 

A participation rate of 50% applies when the market exceeds 
the Strike Price. 

For details regarding the 2018 QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool, 
please read the full Pricing Pool Terms available by clicking 
here. 

2018 Indicative Advances 
program released 
The indicative QSL Advances program for the 2018 Season 

has been announced, with the initial payment rate confirmed at 
60% to be paid on indicative pool values as of 11 May 2018. 
The full schedule is: 

*These dates are when QSL makes payments to its milling suppliers to pass on 
to growers. However, miller and bank processing times may result in later local 
payment arrangements for growers. QSL’s payments to Wilmar Growers are 
usually made on a Thursday. ** Accelerated Advances is offered for Growers 
participating in the QSL Target Price Pool, Individual Futures Contract Pool and 
Guaranteed Floor Pool on an opt-in basis. 

It is important to note that the program is indicative only in its 
entirety and should not be taken as a commitment by QSL with 
regard to either the Advance rate or date of increase. The 
program may also change during the season depending on 
movements in the marketing and shipping plans, sugar price 
and currency movements and the timing of cash flows.  

The QSL Board will next review the indicative program at its 
July meeting, where the August 2018 Advance rate increase 
will be considered. 

To read the current indicative 2017-Season Advances 
program, please click here. 

Applicable from* QSL Standard 

Advances Rate 

QSL 
Accelerated 

Advances 
Rate** 

Initial 60% 60% 

22 August 2018 65% 65% 

17 October 2018 70% 70% 

21 November 2018 72.5% 72.5% 

12 December 2018 75% 90% 

23 January 2019 80% 90% 

20 February 2019 82.5% 90% 

20 March 2019 87.5% 90% 

17 April 2019 90% 90% 

15 May 2019 92.5% 92.5% 

19 June 2019 95% 95% 

By 30 July 2019 

(date to be confirmed) 

100% 100% 

Burdekin River Bridge 

Temporary lane closure 
Friday 4 May 2018 and  

Wednesday 9 May to Friday 11 May 2018  

As part of the Burdekin River Bridge Rehabilitation project, the 
Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) wishes to 
advise of single lane closures on the Burdekin River Bridge, 
Home Hill on the following dates (weather permitting): 

Friday 4 May 2018 
and 

Wednesday 9 May to Friday 11 May 2018 
9.30am to 2.45pm 

(please note start and finish times) 

 

During this time, speed and width restrictions will be in place 

and the site will be under traffic control.  North and 

southbound road users should expect minor delays. 

 

To minimise disruptions, heavy vehicles operators with loads 

three (3) metres wide or greater must contact Michael 

Brennan on 0409 643 768 to advise of an anticipated time of 

arrival to allow for road barriers and other infrastructure to be 

cleared.  Failure to give advance warning will result in further 

delays. 

 

We apologise for any inconvenience and seek your 

cooperation during this program of works. 

 

If you have any queries in relation to this work, please contact 

Mrs Paula Paoletti on 1800 625 648. 

ACCC small business 
survey 
The ACCC will be conducting a survey of business 

stakeholders in June 2018. The survey will seek feedback on 

the ACCC’s performance so that they can identify areas for 

improvement about how they engage with businesses across 

all of the activities we undertake.  

If you would be willing to participate in the survey, please click 

here, and the ACCC will provide your contact details to the 

research firm strictly for the purposes of conducting the ACCC 

survey in June.  

http://www.qsl.com.au/sites/default/files/2018PPTGuaranteedFloor-20180119-FINAL.pdf
http://www.qsl.com.au/sites/default/files/2018PPTGuaranteedFloor-20180119-FINAL.pdf
http://www.qsl.com.au/pricing/pricing-products/2017-season/indicative-advances-program-2017-season
mailto:agricultureinfo@accc.gov.au?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20receive%20the%20ACCC%20business%20stakeholder%20survey&body=Thank%20you%20for%20your%20interest%20in%20taking%20part%20in%20the%20ACCC%E2%80%99s%202016%20business%20stakeholder%20survey.%20%0A%0A
mailto:agricultureinfo@accc.gov.au?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20receive%20the%20ACCC%20business%20stakeholder%20survey&body=Thank%20you%20for%20your%20interest%20in%20taking%20part%20in%20the%20ACCC%E2%80%99s%202016%20business%20stakeholder%20survey.%20%0A%0A
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1. QFF has condemned the State Development, Natural 

Resources and Agricultural Industry Development 

Committee’s recommendation that the State Labor 

Government’s vegetation management laws be enacted 

into law without changes. QFF media statement HERE.  

2. The Committee’s report demonstrates a failure to take on 

board genuine concerns about the implementation and 

effect the proposed vegetation management laws will 

have on Queensland’s agricultural sector and its reliant 

regional communities. QFF’s QCL column HERE.  

3. QFF industry member Growcom has slammed the 

Committee for compromising the potential of high value 

agriculture in the state and called on the Queensland 

Government to work on a sensible framework for the 

protection of agricultural land. Read more HERE.  

4. A short film featuring farmers from Central Queensland 

tells the ‘true story’ about the effects the proposed 

vegetation management laws will have on Queensland 

farmers, their families and local communities. Watch the 

video HERE and be sure to share  

5. QFF’s Dr Georgina Davis recently spoke to ABC Brisbane 

about the Queensland Solar Farm Planning Guidelines 

and the responsible and balanced approach to the large 

scale solar expansion in the state. Watch the story HERE.  

6. For every $100 Queenslanders pay in network charges on 

a household or business electricity bill, the State 

Government takes $47, according to a report 

commissioned by QFF industry group CANEGROWERS. 

Read the report HERE.  

7. The Australian Government will invest more than $500 

million to protect the Great Barrier Reef, including $201 

million to improve water quality with changed farming 

practices such as reduced fertiliser use, and adopting new 

technologies and land management practices. More 

HERE.  

8. The new National Information Standard about ‘free range’ 

eggs is now in full effect. The ACCC has produced a 

guide to help egg producers of all sizes understand their 

fair trading rights and obligations when promoting or 

selling eggs as ‘free range’. Read the guide HERE.  

9. The Australian farm sector will have the second most 

number of job openings by 2024 rising by 10,100 a year to 

almost 81,000, according to a report from the National 

Centre for Vocational Education Research. It’s a great 

time for a career in agriculture! Read more HERE.  

10. QFF’s Rural Jobs and Skills Alliance (RJSA) is hosting 

Monitoring and Evaluation Workshops for extension 

practitioners. Learn about the tools, templates, technology 

and protocols of the trade at their Bundaberg, 

Rockhampton, Innisfail and Ayr sessions.  

Smartcane BMP self-
assessment workshops 
BMP self-assessment workshops will be held fortnightly on 

Monday mornings (9 –11 am) with the next meeting scheduled 

7th May. 

The self-assessment is the first step towards BMP 

accreditation.  Growers who have completed the self-

assessment and would like to continue on to accreditation 

should also contact Terry or Jasmine. 

Please RSVP to: 

Terry Granshaw - 0437 553 149 

Jasmine Connolly - 0438 934 601 

Terry Granshaw 
0437 553 149 

tgranshaw@bps.net.au 

IrrigWeb workshops 
IrrigWeb workshops will be held fortnightly on Thursday 

mornings (9 - 11 am)  with the next meeting scheduled 10th 

May. 

Workshops will cover:  setting up a farm and paddocks; 

determining the irrigation point; and entering irrigation 

information. 

You will need an internet capable laptop or tablet.  Phones are 

suitable for recording irrigation events but their screens are too 

small for the initial setup.  If you don’t have a laptop or tablet 

please let us know so we can organise one. 

Please RSVP to Marian Davis - 0428 927 079. 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/SbRWC81ZPkT6yVjIGcfdW?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/SbRWC81ZPkT6yVjIGcfdW?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/SbRWC81ZPkT6yVjIGcfdW?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/HALiC91ZRlTkwymIAHTrM?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/oZYEC0YZv1cGAO2hMvbV7?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/4WMFCgZo1rTAzXls9D_Uu?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/GJ9sCjZr7xTnxLjiv0pRv?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/GAQZCk8v9yTOJVnuqAWqB?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Hx74ClxwjzT2YJoCxiW5_?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/kypiCmOxlAsjQw5Fjdook?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/mul3CoVzpDsryNXSqTHEr?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/GUIuCp8ArETnRrziN61D5?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/RIzOCq7BwGs8MAOC8k_gn?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/UhxBCr8DyJT8BKAClAy4n?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/dYmXCvl0KNT7kmWI2z-GL?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/E6-DCwVLMOsGwMLhJQWIR?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/A4lLCxnMOPs1W6JhEfMZU?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Q_PhCzvOVRuMjlRu449Mi9?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Q_PhCzvOVRuMjlRu449Mi9?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/cCcBCANZjwuNDy9cG8hm9f?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/TvzDCBNZlxu7LQVIzNfIC0?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/tPnSCD1jpzT582BTWZXCK3?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/klWbCE8krAT3ZrWFNZb8Ak?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/g_BHCGvmyDu1zxJhK0Bvn4?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Pih-CJypGJtqjG8FVpTcNQ?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
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Energy Savers May 2018 e-news  
Welcome to the May 2018 edition QFF Energy Savers e-news. In this issue, the Queensland Government calls for 

applications for the next round of Energy Savers Audits, a story about energy water productivity in Bundaberg, our 

new fact sheet on financing energy efficiency and energy management training for Queensland businesses.  

Energy and water 
productivity in Bundaberg 

Following irrigation system audits, two Bundaberg cane 

growers reported a boost in productivity of around 20% 

with a decrease in power consumption of around 50%. 

Both growers changed irrigation system from high 

pressure guns to a lateral system, and were able to 

operate the system with one pump where two were 

previously used. Read more HERE.   

Farmers invited to apply 
for energy audits  

The Queensland Government has invited farmers to 

apply for an audit in the extended energy savers 

program with up to 200 more energy audits to be 

conducted over the next 3 years, and up to $20,000 in 

matched funding to implement energy conservation 

measures from the audit. Apply to join the farmers that 

are already saving on their energy costs HERE.   

Finance and funding for 
energy efficiency  

We’ve updated our Fact Sheet to help you choose the 

right financial product to help with those energy 

efficiency or renewable energy upgrades. Once you’ve 

identified energy savings or renewable energy 

opportunities for your farm, the next challenge is to find 

the funds or finance to make it happen. There are a 

number of options available. Read more HERE.   

Energy management 
training for businesses  

Three energy management training courses are 

available to Queensland businesses during June and 

July of this year, including: Introduction to Energy 

Management, Building the Business Case for Energy 

Efficiency and Advanced Energy Management. The 

courses include on-line and workshop sessions and are 

available in Brisbane, Cairns, Mackay and Bundaberg. 

Read more HERE.   

https://www.qff.org.au/blog/energy-water-productivity-bundaberg-style/
https://www.qff.org.au/blog/farmers-invited-apply-next-round-audits/
https://www.qff.org.au/blog/finance-funding-energy-efficiency/
https://www.qff.org.au/blog/energy-management-training-queensland-businesses/
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HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

CANEGROWERS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Wayne Smith General Manager 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3606 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 
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marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 
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Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 
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Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Invicta Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 

Kalamia Vicki Lewis  vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Inkerman Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 


