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Contract awarded for Haughton River Floodplain
Upgrade
One of north Queensland’s most significant Bruce Highway
upgrades is a step closer with a design and construction
contract awarded on Wednesday for the Haughton River
floodplain upgrade.
The upgrades will be designed and built by The Infrastructure
Group joint venture between Bielby, BMD Constructions, JF
Hull and Albem Pty Ltd with ARUP Group and HDR Inc.
Construction of the project will start in mid-2018 and be
completed by around mid-2021, weather permitting.
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Infrastructure and
Transport Michael McCormack said the project would improve
safety and flood resilience by upgrading 13.5 kilometres of
highway, including realigning the Reed Beds curve and
building a new Haughton River Bridge and several other
wider, higher bridges.
“The project also includes upgrading nine rural intersections,
building two cane-rail overpasses and installing wide
centrelines on the highway north of Ayr,” Mr McCormack
said.
Queensland Minister for Transport and Main Roads Mark
Bailey said the new Haughton River Bridge would be more
than 10 metres wide and built to withstand a one-in-100-year
flood, such as that caused in parts of Far North Queensland
by Ex-Tropical Cyclone Nora.
The Australian government has committed up to $411.4
million to the project with the Queensland government contributing $102.9 million.
The Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade Project information can be found here.

2018 Farm
Maps now available

Wilmar have entered the 2018 farm map information and estimates on the Grower
Web last week.
Growers are encouraged to log on and check that the information recorded is correct
and if not to advise the relevant Wilmar mill area logistics officer.
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Vegetation laws anger
sugarcane growers

CANEGROWERS members will join farmers from other
industries voicing their anger at State Government moves
to change Queensland’s vegetation management laws as a
Committee reviewing the amendments travels to regional
areas this week.
“The Queensland Government is risking the sugarcane
industry’s contribution to the state’s economic growth with
these amendments,” CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul
Schembri warned.
“On the one hand it is telling cane growers that the future
holds some exciting opportunities for our crop to contribute
to green energy and biofutures industries and help feed a
growing world population.
“But on the other hand, it is knobbling our ability to get the
most production we can from the land we own and farm to
take advantage of these opportunities.”
In its submission to a review of the proposed amendments
to the Vegetation Management Act, CANEGROWERS also
pointed out that sugar mills were offering incentives to
growers to put in more cane to keep their operations viable.

Are you paying too
much for your health
insurance?

As a member of CANEGROWERS Burdekin special rates are
available to you through Queensland Country Health Fund.
Did you know Queensland Country Health Fund:

 offers members of CANEGROWERS Burdekin a special
CORPORATE discount off the policy of their choice - a
saving of 6% on the policy of your choice

 has a branch in Ayr and Home Hill where you can talk
directly to a real person

 has opened their magnificent Head Office across the road
from Myer in Townsville and is the only health fund with its
head office in North Queensland

 has a major dental practice under their head office and
that members of the health fund have access to free
general dental whilst members of the credit union have
access to discounted dental services

 owns accommodation units in Brisbane and Townsville
and that these units are available for health fund members
use when they need to travel for medical needs

 has been independently awarded the CANSTAR 5 star
rating for outstanding value on hospital cover for
Queensland

 is a “not for profit” which means that the profits are
directed back to provide better services for members .

“Abolishing the provisions that allow clearing for High-Value
Agriculture (HVA) and Irrigated High-Value Agriculture
(IHVA) and deeming any regrowth over 15 years as High
Value cut through the rights of farmers to make decisions to
farm their land in the way they best see fit,” Mr Schembri
said.
“We need a sensible balance between the environmental
sustainability and agricultural production – these
amendments fail to do that.”
CANEGROWERS members are registering to appear
before the Townsville and Cairns hearings of the State
Development, Natural Resources and Agricultural Industry
Development Committee.

Community visitors for
the elderly

Burdekin Community Association has a wonderful FREE
Service for the elderly people who are lonely and would
enjoy the company of a visitor.
The service is called “Community Visitors Program” which
aims to decrease loneliness and increase interactive
comradeships between volunteer visitors and our elderly.
If you are interested in this service or know of anyone whose
quality of life could be improved by the companionship of a
regular visitor, kindly contact Rita at BCA on 47833744.
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Harvesting efficiency: dollars in your
pocket, not in the paddock

Sugarcane growers, millers and harvester operators will hear how they can harvest the maximum amount of sugar and cane from
the paddock at a series of upcoming regional forums across the Australian industry.
Harvesting efficiency and optimisation is a major focus area of Sugar Research Australia’s investment on behalf of the Australian
sugarcane industry, and will be the topic of the regional forums being held in 12 locations over the coming weeks leading up to the
2018 harvest.
SRA Adoption Officer for Harvesting, Mr Phil Patane, said improving harvesting efficiency is a complex problem that involves
multiple stakeholders and considerations, but is also a major opportunity for the Australian industry to extract more from value
chain.
“SRA has trial results building to show cane and sugar loss as a result of a range of economic drivers across the harvesting,
transport, and milling value chain,” Mr Patane said.
“In some cases, practice change may come with additional costs, but SRA is working with growers, millers, and harvesting groups
across the industry to provide them with precise information to help inform their decisions.
“In order to make practice change, the industry needs detailed information on what losses are occurring and what they stand to
gain if they change practice to further optimise the harvest.
“This has been the focus of on-farm demonstration trials in 2017, where we have worked with local harvesting groups, in their own
conditions, to define what sugar and cane loss they may be incurring.
“The 2018 forums will report extensively on the results of these demonstration trials. The forums will also be an opportunity for
harvesting groups to take part in a new round of demonstration trials for the coming harvest. This will allow them to assess
harvesting efficiency in their own local region, and local conditions.
“The forums will also present information from a range of innovative research activities.
“We will hear about research that is looking at the design and function of harvesters to see if improvements can be made to
ensure we are harvesting more sugar. We will also hear about a new online tool, called SCHLOT, which provides advice for
harvester operators to optimise the harvest.”
SRA’s work in harvesting efficiency is being driven by a project
called Enhancing the sugar industry value chain by addressing
mechanical harvest losses through research, technology and
adoption, which is funded by SRA and the Department of
Agriculture and Water Resources as part of the Rural R&D for
Profit program.
To view all SRA events visit www.sugarresearch.com.au
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Executive Comment
✓ Meeting with the Australian Sugar Milling Council (ASMC) to discuss the review of the Australian Sugar Alliance (ASA) trade
strategy.
✓ Catch-up with the CEO of Terrain NRM to discuss progress with the Wet Tropics Sugar Industry Partnership.
✓ Teleconference to discuss a new contract to restart the ASA Social License to Operate – nutrition project.
✓ Teleconference with industry colleagues to discuss the probable process for the review of the Federal Code of Conduct and
our possible response.
✓ Various meetings with QFF and other members regarding proposed vegetation management legislation changes.
✓ Meeting with Ministers Furner and Lynham regarding Vegetation Management Bill.
✓ Meeting with LNP members and opposition Ag / Water spokesman to discuss Vegetation Management Bill.
✓ Catch-up with Behaviour Innovation to discuss progress with Cane Changer project which has been working in the
Tablelands and Mossman districts recently.
✓ Qld Farmer Federation meeting. The QFF meeting discussed a range of issues, of note were:
 Vegetation Management Bill
 Solar farm planning guidelines – consultation underway across the state
 Water and energy issues – with pricing being the most topical issue
 Digital ag, with a presentation from Telstra business services to discuss their regional investment plans and customer
service obligation
✓ Gave evidence to the Parliamentary Committee hearing into the Vegetation Management Bill.
✓ Discussion with Lindsay Jolly who is back working in country having spent many years with the International Sugar
Organisation. Lindsay has previously presented to the CANEGROWERS Policy Council.
✓ Meeting with the National Farmers Federation and reps from ASMC to discuss the impending hearing by the Fair Work
Commission as it deliberates on the review of the Sugar Award.
✓ Meetings hosted by Qld Department of Agriculture – Disaster Coordination Committee to assess and discuss assistance
measures following the flooding events in Northern QLD. District offices have been supported by the Department to gather
impact data to assist in determining assistance measures required.
✓ CANEGROWERS insurance workshop with Community Broker Network (CBN).
✓ Meeting with ASMC regarding a renewal for the Social License to Operate – Nutrition Pillar contract development for further
work to be funded and completed between April and June 30.
Vegetation Management
✓ CANEGROWERS submission for the Vegetation and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2018 was sent to the State
Development, Natural Resources and Agricultural Industry Development Committee. To recap – QCGO’s policy position on
vegetation management:
 Retain provisions to allow for the use of High Value Agriculture (HVA) and High Value Irrigated Agricultural (HVIA) land –
the Bill seeks to remove the use of HVA/HVIA land.
 Maintain accepted development vegetation clearing codes – the future of self-assessable codes is unknown.
✓ Create policy in consultation with key industry stakeholders – this legislation is a Labor Government election commitment and
CANEGROWERS will be seeking consultation with both Government and affected industry groups.
✓ The effects of the proposed amendments:
✓ extend the protection of high value regrowth vegetation to align with High Conservation Values by:
✓ Increasing the land types on which high value regrowth is regulated (as category C) to include freehold land, indigenous land
and occupational licences; and
✓ amend the definition of high value regrowth to be vegetation that has not been cleared for 15 years;
✓ remove high value agriculture and irrigated high value agriculture as a relevant purpose under the Vegetation Management
Act 1999. This will remove the ability to apply for a development approval for clearing for high value and irrigated high value
agriculture, and removing supporting provisions such as relevant purpose decision making criteria;
✓ provide consistent protection to regrowth vegetation near watercourses in all Great Barrier Reef catchments, by extending
category R to include regrowth vegetation in watercourse and drainage feature areas in three additional Great Barrier Reef
catchments–Eastern Cape York, Fitzroy and Burnett-Mary catchments;
✓ reintroduce provisions in the Water Act 2000 to require landholders to obtain riverine protection permits for clearing
vegetation in a watercourse;
✓ provide enhanced compliance measures that will assist with enforcement of vegetation management laws consistent with
other similar contemporary natural resource legislation;
✓ provide an option to landholders to request an area mapped as a category X area to be converted to a category A area,
where the area contains remnant vegetation or high value regrowth vegetation on the ground; and
✓ support the implementation of the revised accepted development vegetation clearing codes (accepted development codes)
including changes to area management plans.
Plant Health Australia
✓ Attended the PHA Annual Operating Plan webinar. The PHA webinar can be accessed via the following link http://
www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/about-us/events/member-meetings/
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
Trade
✓ Discussion between CANEGROWERS and ASMC on pathway forward for managing the industries trade activities.
✓ Further discussions with DFAT in relation to Pakistan sugar export subsidies and the threat of export subsidies from India.
✓ Discussions with NFF in preparation for its April Trade Committee meeting.
✓ Engaged the Brazil and Thai industries in relation the Pakistan and India export subsidy issue.
Water and Electricity
✓ Attended the QFF Water and Energy Policy Committee meeting. A focal point of discussion related to the forthcoming
reference from government to QCA to review water prices.
✓ Participated in the AER Customer Reference Group examining the RoR guideline.
✓ The AER Consumer Reference Group (CRG) is continuing its work developing a submission on the AER’s rate of return
guidelines. Sapere Research Group has been engaged by the AER to assist the CRG.
✓ CANEGROWERS provided advice to the ACCC, on flaws in the electricity pricing framework that are adversely affecting
affordability and encouraged the ACCC to assess the resulting excess profits of network businesses.
 We shared with the ACCC a copy of the report prepared by Hugh Grant for CANEGROWERS that outlines how the
Queensland government profits from the State’s excessive electricity prices.
✓ The Queensland Industry Energy Alliance (CANEGROWERS, QFF and CCIQ) welcomed a new member the Refrigerated
Warehouse and Transport Association of Australia (RWTA) to the alliance.
 Post-election environment messages to government are being sharpened, reflecting previous work and the validation of
that work in the Finkel report and separately by the ACCC.
Marketing
✓ Further discussions with ACFA and prospective consultants in preparation for the Sugar Code review.
✓ CANEGROWERS is collaborating with ACFA in the preparation of a letter to Minister Littleproud requesting the review
commence as soon as possible.
✓ Progress on developing CANEGROWERS Marketing Information Service.
Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements (NDRRA)
✓ CANEGROWERS met with the Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries to discuss the requirements for NDRRA
Category B and C declarations for the flooding events in North Queensland.
✓ Affected districts are still in the process of determining the full extent of damage.
Transport
✓ CANEGROWERS, AgForce, Cotton Australia and National Farmers Federation met with the Queensland Department of
Transport and Main Roads (TMR) to discuss the TMR initial response to the NFF proposed Class 1 Agricultural Vehicles
National Notice. TMR are in the process of drawing up a response and did not discuss the detail but have not rejected the
NFF proposal at this stage.
✓ Numerous transport issues for individual members have been dealt with subsequent to the series of workshops from Mackay
to Mossman.
Lower Burdekin Groundwater Strategy Project
✓ CANEGROWERS was briefed by the Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy on the Lower Burdekin
Groundwater Strategy project which is investigating ways to halt and reduce the rising ground water in this area.
✓ Significant work has been done and options determined.
✓ This was an initial consultation on possible options and a draft Lower Burdekin Groundwater Strategy will be developed for
further comment and consultation.
Rural Jobs and Skills Alliance (RJSA)
✓ A workshop was attended to determine a three-year strategic plan for the RJSA. This will be used to apply for funding which
were made available as an election issue.
Chemicals
✓ Attended the Chemical Working Group meeting in Townsville on Thursday.
✓ Workshop discussed water quality guidelines, some of the grower lead monitoring projects such as the Sandy Creek
monitoring project as well as research into application equipment (Stoolzippa) and monitoring for imidacloprid.
✓ Imidacloprid, metalaclor and diuron is being found in water quality monitoring across the GBR catchments. As an industry we
need to be conscious of this and continue to support good practices, application and record keeping for the use of these
chemicals.
Smartcane BMP
✓ Unilever, a major multinational manufacturer of food and beverages, has reviewed the Smartcane BMP program and
assessed it to be fully compliant with their sustainable agriculture principles and practices.
✓ Attended a briefing on progress with the Pentland bioenergy project by Renewable Developments Australia. This will involve
the development of a fully integrated sugarcane farming, processing and ethanol distillation facility. There will be some use
of super sweet sorghum varieties. Preliminary field trails have been completed. The project should commence later this
year. Accreditation in Smartcane BMP is important to this group, so it has the option of supplying the domestic biofuels
market.
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1.

QFF industry member CANEGROWERS has joined
farmers from other industries in voicing their anger at the
State Government's move to change Queensland's
vegetation management laws. CANGROWERS statement
HERE.

2.

QFF industry member Growcom insists the Queensland
Government reinstate the permit system for clearing of
high value agricultural land (HVA) in the interests of
consumers and growers. Growcom's statement HERE.

3.

QFF's Georgina Davis spoke to ABC's Country Hour on
behalf of farmers seeking guarantee that future future
solar development will not come at the expense of prime
agricultural land. Listen HERE.

4.

Queensland's agriculture industries are urging the State
Government to support on-farm water efficiences and
continue its highly successful Rural Water Use Efficiency
(RWUE) program. QFF statement HERE.

5.

The Department of Agriculture and Water Resources have
launched a series of animated videos entitled ’Don’t be a
Jeff’, which aim to engage the public on biosecurity, why it
matters and what their role is in the system. Videos
HERE.

6.

Queensland agriculture is united in opposition to
unbalanced Vegetation Management laws introduced by
the State Government. See why QFF and its industry
members are frustrated HERE.

7.

Queensland farmers and their communities are one step
closer to getting a balanced approach to the large scale
solar expansion thanks to the 18-month campaign by QFF
and its industry members. Details HERE.

8.

QFF industry member CANEGROWERS has estimated
just over half of all sugarcane area between Townsville
and Cairns has been inundated in the recent North
Queensland flooding events. Statement HERE.

9.

Telstra has reaffirmed its commitment to providing more
regional Australians with
improved connectivity,
announcing $17 million of its own funding will be spent
on developing the mobile network in the Darling Downs
and Western Queenslan

10. Skyrocketing energy costs and a lack of security of
supply will be the first battle front for the newly-formed
Australian Agricultural Manufacturers’ Alliance (AAMA).
Details HERE.

QFF is a federation that represents the interests of peak and national
agriculture industry organisations which in turn represent more than
13,000 primary producers across the state.
CANEGROWERS is a major commodity member of QFF.

Terry Granshaw
0437 553 149
tgranshaw@bps.net.au
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Pricing information
2017 Season Advances
Schedule
As at 28 February 2018

Default

Default
Advances

Jun -17
Jul -17
Aug -17
Sep - 17
Oct -17
Nov - 17
Dec -17
Jan - 18
Feb - 18
Mar - 18
Apr -18

Default Pricing
Indicative price

Cash on delivery
Advances

65%
65%
65%
67.5%
70%
72.5%
75%
80%
85%
90%
92.50%

357
367

90%
90%
90%
90%
90%
90%
90%
90%
90%
90%
92.5%

May -18

95%

377

95%

Jun -18
Jul -18

97.5%
100%

387
397

97.5%
100%

Confirmed
Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price.
For more information growers can access Wilmar's monthly Pool Reports,
Allocation Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge
via the reporting page of the Pricing and Payments
section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also available in the
Pricing & Payments section.

2017 Season Advances Schedule
As at 16 March 2018

Applicable
from
Initial
24 Aug 17
19 Oct 17
14 Dec 17
25 Jan 18
22 Feb 18
22 Mar 18
19 Apr 18
17 May 18
21 Jun 18
July 18

Forward
Pricing

Default
Pools %
Rate

Default
Pricing
Indicative
price

60%
70%
72.5%
90%
90%
90%
90%
90%
92.5%
95%
100%

60%
70%
72.5%
75%
80%
85%
87.5%
90%
92.5%
95%
100%

252.08
305.64
309.12
336.99
355.98
361.05
372.40
382
392
403
424

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board
The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a
commitment by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase.
The program may change during the season depending on movements in the
marketing and shipping plans, sugar price and currency movements and timing
of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any pricing elections may also
impact the timing and size of advance payments.

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 29 March 2018
Crop Year

Indicative Price

Movement

2018 Season

381.18

-4.82

2019 Season

422.28
434.99

0.17
1.84

2020 Season

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and
prevailing AUD/USD exchange rates
Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing
Information and trends

Estimated Wilmar Pool Prices
As at 28 February 2018
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)
Wilmar Production Risk Pool

$390

Wilmar Managed Pool

$416

Wilmar US Quota Pool

$639

Wilmar has contributed economic interest sugar from its farms to this pool, to provide added
tonnage to the pool and also to align the interests of growers and Wilmar to maximise the pool
price outcome. Wilmar economic interest sugar in this pool will receive the same price as
growers. The pool is priced on a 1:2:2:1 basis
As of the 29 December Wilmar has sufficient tonnage delivered to the Bulk Sugar Terminals to
cover all previously priced and physically sold tonnage and has now begun pricing the
Production Risk Pool.
Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as
at the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage.Allocation Account Amounts
begin the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual
premiums and costs are known.
The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the
current date and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have
been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by
banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the
ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in
Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments resulting
from local grower-miller pricing arrangements. For more information, view the
latest QSL Market Snapshot here.

Estimated QSL Pool Prices
As at 16 March 2018
Net pool price
($/Tonne IPS)
QSL Harvest Pool

$418

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$400

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$369

QSL US Quota Pool

$575

QSL 2-season Forward Pool

$506

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Published Fortnightly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
CANEGROWERS Hall
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill

Wayne Smith

General Manager

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

0428 834 802
4790 3604

ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

4790 3602
Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

Racheal Olsen

Solaris Insurance Brokers
Manager

4790 3601

4790 3606
0408 638 518

racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au

Disclaimer

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au

DIRECTORS

Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Invicta

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

Kalamia

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Pioneer

Geraldine Cantarella

geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Inkerman

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

