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Finding the election policy 
sweet spots 
CANEGROWERS is committed to work constructively with the government the 

people of Queensland elect on Saturday, aiming to strengthen the sugarcane 

industry and secure the economic benefits that flow from it to our regional 

communities. 

During the campaign, CANEGROWERS has urged the political parties to 

commit to actions including cutting electricity prices, maintaining grower choice 

and competition in sugar marketing and supporting environmental sustainability 

programs without regulating farm practices. They are detailed in the 

CANEGROWERS issues and actions brochure. 

CEO Dan Galligan wrote to the parties listing the issues and actions important to 

members in this campaign and across the cane growing districts, 

CANEGROWERS staff and elected representatives contacted local candidates. 

A summary table and the responses to the CEO are on the CANEGROWERS 

website (click here).  

Grower choice and competition 

CANEGROWERS welcomes the strong support of many State Election 

candidates for grower choice and competition in sugar marketing services but 

has been disappointed by one of the major parties. 

“The Liberal National Party, Pauline Hanson’s One Nation, Katter’s 

Australian Party and Greens candidates along with a number 

of independents have replied to our letters, emails 

or questions committing to maintaining the anti-

monopoly protections in the Sugar Industry Act,” 

CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said.  

“However, our approaches have resulted in the 

Australian Labor Party, which opposed the 

amendments in the Queensland Parliament in 2015, 

saying it supported commercial outcomes in the sugar industry.” 

CBL Chair Phil Marano’s 

letter to local candidate for 

the ALP Michael Brunker 

did not receive a reply. 

It’s V-Day 
tomorrow - 
What’s Your 
Preference? 
 

WHAT IS FULL PREFERENTIAL VOTING? 

Full preferential voting (FPV) means 

numbering every box on the ballot paper in 

your preferred order. If every square is not 

numbered, your vote could be deemed 

informal and may not be counted.  

To make your vote count under the FPV 

system you must number all candidates in 

order of your preference. You must:  

 place a one (1) in the box beside your 

first preference;  

 a two (2) in the box beside your second 

preference;  

 a three (3) in the box beside your third 

preference; and  

 continue numbering until all of the boxes 

are numbered.  

It is a system of voting that allows a citizen to 

individually number and rank all candidates for 

parliament according to their preferences.  It is 

employed when no one candidate or party 

wins outright, based on first preference votes.  

It means a citizen's vote can still be counted, 

even if their first choice of candidate is 

eliminated due to a lack of votes. 

HOW IT WORKS 

On a ballot paper, placing a number one 

against a candidate is considered the first 

preference or primary vote.  If no candidate 

secures an absolute majority of primary votes, 

the candidate with the fewest votes is then 

eliminated from the count.  The votes for this 

eliminated candidate are then redistributed 

among the remaining candidates according to 

the number two preference indicated on the 

original ballot.  This process of elimination 

based on preferences continues until a 

candidate secures an absolute majority. 

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/icms_docs/276141_canegrowers-issues-and-actions-for-the-state-election.pdf
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/media/latest-news/state-election-what-do-the-parties-say
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Crushing Stats 
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The party failed to clarify what an ALP government’s plans 

might be in relation to the legislation and growers are fearful 

there will be a move to repeal it. 

“CANEGROWERS also supports commercial outcomes and 

the legislation does not stand in their way,” Mr Galligan said. 

“Our members need the safety net of the legislation in place to 

ensure they are not strong-armed by milling companies which 

hold a monopoly for cane processing in their district. The 

legislation also protects growers against millers again trying to 

seize monopoly control of sugar marketing services.  

“As the producers of the crop that is the backbone of 

Queensland’s $2.5 billion sugar export industry, and having 

been identified as important feedstock suppliers for the 

expansion of the state’s biofuels industry, we are very 

disappointed.” 

Environment/BMP 

CANEGROWERS looks forward to continuing its proactive 

engagement with government as a partner to securing water 

quality outcomes for the Great Barrier Reef. 

“We are confident that there is support for Smartcane BMP, the 

industry’s best practices program, from both the ALP and the 

LNP,” Mr Galligan said. “This support is welcome as 

Smartcane BMP is delivering results for sustainability, 

productivity and profitability in the industry. 

“A key difference though is the commitment of the ALP to 

expand the regulation of farm practices within reef catchment 

areas - as an industry we do not believe minimum standards 

are the best way to secure lasting practice change on farms 

and ongoing innovation toward water quality benefits for the 

Great Barrier Reef.” 

Electricity 

CANEGROWERS has been heartened by the attention paid to 

high electricity prices during this campaign – it is a situation 

hurting households and businesses and it cannot continue. 

“While we welcome commitments to invest in energy efficient 

technologies, the underlying reasons for the high cost impost 

must also be addressed,” Mr Galligan said. 

“All parties, responding to the overwhelming pressure from the 

electorate, have put forward policies which look capable of 

putting some downward pressure on prices, which is a step 

towards the result we need to maintain Queensland’s 

international competitiveness. 

“We will be holding the parties to account, expecting to see 

results from their various commitments.” 

Finding the election 
policy sweet spots 
continued 
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Reef Alliance Awards winners announced  
The winners of the 2017 Reef Alliance Awards were announced in 

Townsville overnight, shining a light on the sector’s leaders in on-farm 

practices and extension to reduce and manage agricultural impacts on the 

iconic Great Barrier Reef.  

Innovative nitrogen reduction practices, fitting porous check dams within 

gullies to capture sediment run-off and organic matter, and innovative 

extension approaches were just some of the project success stories 

honoured last night at the Reef Alliance Awards held in Townsville. 

The Reef Alliance awards recognise the work of farmers to reduce their off-

farm impact on the Reef, and are an initiative of the Reef Alliance 

partnership which includes the Queensland Farmers’ Federation, peak 

agricultural industry bodies, regional natural resource management groups 

and the conservation sector.  

There are five award categories with the Burdekin’s Gary and Angela 

Spotswood winning  the Reef Conservation Award for restoring the ecological function of Mt Alma’s 100 ha lagoon providing 

important habitat for wildlife including migratory wader birds and fish species such as Barramundi.  

CANEGROWERS Burdekin congratulate Gary and Angela on their efforts of restoring the lagoon and the deserved win. 

Angela & Gary Spotswood with their award for            

Reef Conservation 

Wilmar third-quarter profit falls 6 
percent on tropical oils, sugar 
segments 
Wilmar International Ltd has posted a 6 percent fall in third-quarter net profit as stronger 

performance in its oilseeds and grains division was offset by lower results in the tropical oils 

and sugar businesses.  

The company reported a net profit of $370 million for the three months ended Sept. 30, 

compared with a profit of $392.2 million for the same period a year ago.   It posted a 

quarterly core net profit, which excludes non-operating items, of $323.7 million, down 16 

percent from the year-ago period.  

The company’s tropical oils segment reported a 51 percent fall in pre-tax profit to $83.1 

million from a year ago, mainly due to lower processing margins.  

Chief financial officer told reporters Wilmar expects processing margins to improve in the 

fourth quarter on a sequential basis.  

Profit before tax in its sugar business fell 13 percent to a pretax profit to US$75.2 million 

(3Q2016: US$86.4 million) due to the timing effect from the new Sugar marketing 

programme in Australia. Under the programme, certain proportion of sugar produced would 

only be sold in subsequent quarters. This was partially mitigated by better performance in 

the merchandising business.  

The oilseeds and grains division’s pre-tax profit rose slightly to $253.7 million in the third 

quarter, driven by higher crush volume and good crush margins.  

“We expect the good performance in the oilseeds and grains segment to continue into the 

fourth quarter, with crush margins and volume anticipated to remain positive,” said Kuok 

Khoon Hong, chairman and chief executive.  

“Performance of the other major business segments is expected to be satisfactory,” he said.  

Wilmar’s detailed Financial Performance & Results Report for the Quarter can be viewed by 

clicking here 

In May, Wilmar said it was evaluating a separate listing of its operations in China, its biggest 

market by revenue. The company is hoping to list the business in the second half of 2019, 

CFO Ho said.  

Irrigators 
electricity 
survey 
The  National Irrigators’ 

Council are asking irrigators to 

complete an online survey to 

assist  in getting a better deal 

from  Ergon and relief for 

irrigators from high electricity 

prices. 

The information will also be 

used in discussions with other 

retailers to understand what 

might be possible, including 

negotiating better irrigator 

tariffs, investigating 

opportunities for bulk buying 

groups and/or working on 

demand management.  

The information is for the use 

of this process only.  Data will 

be aggregated, there will be 

NO 3rd party or commercial 

use of individual irrigator’s 

information and you will not be 

contacted by any marketer! 

Please help to get you a better 

deal on electricity by filling in 

the survey  here. 

http://media.corporate-ir.net/media_files/IROL/16/164878/Wilmar-3Q2017-Financial-Results-Highlights.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AEITF-irrigation
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Home Hill workshop to increase soil 
health knowledge  

Without well functioning soil, plants will struggle to grow to their full potential – but learning how to assess and improve soil health 

will greatly improve chances of success. NQ Dry Tropics is running a free workshop in Home Hill on 12 December to give 

community groups, keen gardeners, and land managers the opportunity to learn how to determine soil health and identify some of 

its key properties.  

The three-hour workshop will cover the Rapid Assessment of Soil Health method, developed by David Hardwick, from ecological 

agriculture consultancy Soil Land Food. Participants will also learn how to assess soil health using items that most of us have 

laying around the shed. Attendees are encouraged to bring their own intact cube of soil (20 cm wide) to test and compare with 

others.  

The workshop will be presented by NQ Dry Tropics Project Officer Sharon Cunial, who runs the Sustainable Soils for the Burdekin 

project. Sharon will guide participants through a step by step process to objectively rate soil’s physical, chemical, and biological 

condition. 

“Everyone working on the land, including Landcare groups and farmers, play an essential role in improving our natural resources 

such as soils, and workshops like these provide the tools they need, as well as an opportunity to share ideas”, Ms Cunial said. 

The workshop is organised by NQ Dry Tropics’ Engaging and Strengthening Communities project, supported through funding 

from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Program. 

It will be held on Tuesday 12 December from 09:00am to 12:00pm at Gudjuda Headquarters, Home Hill Old Showgrounds, Sixth 

Avenue. For more information and to RSVP, contact 4799 3533 or email thijs.krugers@nqdrytropics.com.au 

To find out more about community projects in the region, please visit NQ Dry Tropics at www.nqdrytropics.com.au and visit the 

Volunteering Dry Tropics Facebook page. 
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CANEGROWERS 
Queensland … taking up 

the fight on all issues 
affecting cane farmers  

Executive Comment 

✓ Meet and greet hosted for Angela Williams, the new 

Manager for Isis CANEGROWERS, in the Brisbane 

office.  Angela was welcomed with a staff morning tea and 

sessions with CEO, CFO, legal advisors and policy staff. 

✓ Meeting with Community Broker Network (CBN) regarding 

insurance delivery.  CBN is the new combined entity of 

NAS Insurance Brokers, Westcourt General Insurance 

Brokers and the CGU AR Network who were merged 

earlier this year.  CBN provides strategic business support, 

compliance oversight and product development support for 

our insurance business.  

✓ The QCGO, Australian Cane Growers Council, 

CANEGROWERS Union of Employers AGMS were held 

last week. 

✓ The CANEGROWERS Policy Council was also held last 

week.  The Council took a detailed focus to discussing the 

future prospects for bio-futures in the state and most 

importantly understanding what opportunities exist for 

farmers.  We also had a presentation from Dr Jason 

Eglington from SRA, who discussed cane varietal 

optimization.  All policy committees presented specific 

reports and resolutions were passed on a number of 

initiatives.  Special guests at the Council were welcomed 

from NSW CANEGROWERS. 

✓ Meeting to discuss global market dynamics with Dreyfus. 

✓ Meeting with SRA to discuss national landcare funding 

proposals. 

 

Legal 

✓ Reviewing and finalising wording for proposed consent 

determination in the Port Curtis native title claim. 

✓ Ongoing steps assisting Tully district resolve harbour dues 

dispute, including discussion with ACCC on process for 

complaints of breach of the Code of Conduct. 

✓ Follow up from Policy Council and District Managers 

meeting including commencing a training framework 

proposal for next year. 

 

Smartcane BMP 

✓ Suzanne Oxford, marketing and communication 

consultant, briefed CANEGROWERS and EHP on 

progress with the new Engagement Strategy for BMP. 

✓ Met with Angela Williams, Manager of CANEGROWERS 

Isis, on funding and planning for the next phase of BMP 

delivery. 

✓ Met with Sarah Standen, Manager of CANEGROWERS 

Cairns Region, on arrangements for ongoing delivery of 

BMP and the need to clarify BMP requirements for fallow 

management. 

Cessation of harvesting 
and crushing 
Wilmar have issued the following notice to all growers. 

Cessation of Harvesting & Crushing – Clause 6.5 of the 

Cane Supply Agreement (CSA)  

Based on an expected final crop of 8.130 million tonnes, no 

further rain disruptions and revised factory throughputs, 

harvesting is currently expected to finish on the following dates:  

Invicta   Wednesday, 29 November 2017  

Pioneer  Monday, 4 December 2017  

Kalamia  Thursday, 30 November 2017  

Inkerman  Friday, 1 December 2017  

End of Season Wash-Up Pay  

In accordance with Clause 4, Schedule 2 of your CSA, the end-

of-season wash-up (End of Crushing Season Adjustment) pay 

will be made as soon as practicable after the end of the 

crushing season. Payment will be based on either the CSA 

payment method or PPA payment method based on a growers 

marketing nomination.  

Members only are invited to the 

 Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday 28
th
 November 2017 

5.30pm 

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

Home Hill 

Followed by BBQ & drinks 

Guest Speaker: 

John Warda, Sugar Terminals Ltd CEO 

 

RSVP by Friday 24th November to 47903600 

or email bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

for catering purposes 
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

 

Marketing 

✓ Provided further advice to Tully and held a conference call with ACCC in relation to Harbour Dues. 

 

Electricity 

✓ Energy Consumers Australia decided not to fund the proposed project on profitability that was discussed at the recent 

Economics and Trade Committee and Policy Council. 

✓ The Committee has considered a reworked proposal on the profitability of Qld networks Ergon, Energex and Powerlink for 

use in our engagement with the new government shortly after the election. That work is proceeding. 

✓ CCIQ held its pre-election members meeting on the Gold Coast, featuring the Electricity Alliance’s five-point plan to reduce 

skyrocketing electricity prices. 

 

Trade 

✓ Further preparations for the Global Sugar Alliance meeting, including preparation of a draft Communique calling on WTO 

Ministers to impose disciplines on trade distorting domestic support at their December meeting. 

✓ Provided advice to DFAT on the treatment of sugar quotas in the Brexit negotiations.  

 

Transport 

✓ CANEGROWERS provided comment to the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator on the Issues Paper: 2017 Drafting of National 

Class 1 Agricultural Vehicle and Combination Notice. 

✓ The main issue raised was CANEGROWERS disagreement with the new zoning (classification limits) of coastal Queensland 

and the width dimension which is dictated by this. 

✓ Overall however the current regulations are not expected to change in any significant way with the national notice. 

 

Cane Changer Project 

✓ The Herbert River Cooperation and Cohesion Workshop was held. Members from the CANEGROWERS Board and HCPSL 

attended and the workshop focused on building a coordinated approach across the industry towards collecting data and 

enrolling growers in Smartcane BMP. 

✓ John Pickering presented to the Tully Sugar Limited Board about the Tully Cooperation and Cohesion Workshop. 

✓ Cane Changer Steering Committee met at QCGO to discuss the project progress and application of recommendations from 

the independent review of Cane Changer and the potential next phase of Cane Changer. 

✓ BI meeting with Nick Stipis to organise the next Tully Young and Old Workshop. 

✓ The Cairns Launch is confirmed for 27 November and BI will be meeting with Stephen Calcagno to confirm remaining details 

for the Launch. 

Feral pig survey 
Burdekin Shire Council is conducting a feral pig impact survey 

to plan aerial pig shoots with the feedback from landholders 

regarding feral pig populations. 

They wish to gain information from landholders on the impacts 

of feral pigs on your property and also any damage to natural 

ecosystems. 

 

Please complete the survey online by 8 December 2017.  If 

you have any questions please email Council's Pest Manage-

ment Officer, Brooke Payne via email 

at brooke.payne@burdekin.qld.gov.au or phone (07) 4783 

9800. 

 

For information on Council’s 1080 baiting program for feral pigs 

and wild dogs, or on the loan of feral pig traps, please call 

Council’s Pest Management Team on (07) 4783 9800. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BSCFeralPigImpacts
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1. Both major parties have released their agricultural policy 

platforms. LNP's HERE. Labor's HERE. QFF will be 

releasing its election analysis and wrap up of parties later 

this week.  

2. A strong & thriving agricultural sector delivers jobs. This is 

why QFF has called on political candidates to invest in 

jobs and skills in Queensland's agricultural sector. Media 

release HERE.  

3. Every year the Australian Government spends over $560 

million on post-disaster relief, with this number on the rise 

as climate variability increases. QFF has called for an 

overhaul of natural disaster support & funding HERE.  

4. This state election Queensland farmers are urging the 

next government to get serious about developing an 

approach that properly addresses planning and protection 

of prime agricultural land. QFF statement HERE & QCL 

column HERE.   

5. QFF industry member CANEGROWERS has sought a 

clear commitment from State Election candidates to 

uphold competitive sugar marketing under the Sugar 

Industry Act. Media release HERE.  

6. Agriculture accounts for only about 14% of the estimated 

380,000 quad bikes being used in Australia but the sector 

is responsible for a disproportionately higher rate of 

deaths and injuries according to a recent ACCC report.  

7. While you wait for QFF election wrap up, you can again 

see QFF's full 'State Election 10 things to know' to deliver 

a sensible and practical actions to realise our vision for a 

vibrant and thriving agricultural sector providing food, fibre 

and amenity to all Queenslanders HERE.   

8. To tackle the growing cost of energy, QFF has joined 

ranks with industry member CANEGROWERS and 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry Queensland (CCIQ) 

to form the Queensland Industry Energy Alliance. See the 

wrap up from Bundaberg's public forum HERE.  

9. Queensland farmers continue to demonstrate improved 

land management through Best Management Practice 

(BMP) programs that reduce impact on the Reef. QFF 

media release HERE. CANEGROWERS HERE. AgForce 

HERE.   

10. The Australian Farmer digital book is a unique tool to 

assist our underappreciated farmers. Produced after 

collaboration with peak Ag bodies, it covers topics from 

Understanding Consumer Trends and Soil Management 

to Science & Technology and the Digital Revolution. See it 

HERE.  

Prime agricultural land 
offers prime potential  
This state election Queensland farmers are calling on the next 

government to commit to getting serious about developing an 

approach that properly addresses planning and protection of 

our prime agricultural land. 

Currently, the protection of prime agricultural land from urban 

encroachment, rezoning, large-scale solar energy projects and 

other competing land uses is inconsistent, short sighted and 

inadequate. This approach is having negative and irreversible 

impacts on Queensland’s agricultural production. 

Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) President Stuart 

Armitage said that prime agricultural land was a rare and 

irreplaceable asset that must be protected, particularly in a 

continent like Australia. 

“Farmers are familiar with the lip service from our leaders and 

government on the importance of protecting prime agricultural 

land,” Mr. Armitage said. 

“By 2050 the global population is set to grow to 9 billion, 2 

billion more than today. Queensland agriculture is in a prime 

position to capitalise on a burgeoning Asian middle class that 

is increasingly demanding the high quality and clean food, fibre 

and foliage we produce. 

“This however is pretty difficult without proper efforts to 

preserve and intensify the nation’s limited prime agricultural 

land.” 

This election, QFF is advocating for the following sensible and 

practical actions to realise our vision for a vibrant and thriving 

agricultural sector providing food, fibre and amenity to all 

Queenslanders: 

• Simplify the planning framework to provide greater 

protections for prime agricultural land and enable the 

sector to capitalise on future opportunities. 

• Support industry developed guideline for large-scale solar 

projects (underway), and commit to developing a State 

Code. 

• Enforce immediate and universal adoption of the rating 

systems guideline by local governments. 

• Enforce local government budget transparency. 

• Commit $1 million over 3 years to enable intensive 

agriculture to adequately liaise and negotiate with the on-

shore unconventional gas sector and other extractive 

resource industries. 

The full QFF Policy Platform and its Summary are available 

online: https://www.qff.org.au/queensland-election/. 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/oDLdBlC9GJi1?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/AG1gB8CeqrFo?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/38LzBJHJ1NH4?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/38LzBJHJ1NH4?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/q0YxBrt1DVHw?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/44GZBXiApEc4?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/44GZBXiApEc4?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/drx0B3CAXrcr?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Db1dBMHADNcY?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/xMnKBYHrwpur?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/xMnKBYHrwpur?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/M41KBpiMYgi6?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Ov1wBGce3NFr?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/9OV0BgSDzXUW?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/lqmgBMixAZIv?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/lqmgBMixAZIv?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/lqmgBMixAZIv?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/z4nwBeiXVqIN?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/YZ54BNHJYRHOO?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/YZ54BNHJYRHOO?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/K41pBmie5gFR9?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/e4MaBqi391iJw?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/W91oB2CXMkIX1?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/0RmQB6Fxmgsa?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/wxnGBVHqELha?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/aYDLBgFpGwc7?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/2mp9BbirQkF4?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/NX1WBLFprVcv?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/NX1WBLFprVcv?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/bZ8YBoHYXQfM?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Jb1mBZHqVNh3?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/Xq13B6iAx6fd?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/78eYBRHexLsr?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/V815BaHgRehve?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/5vYkB7czd7tdm?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/gn9bBdSGOwsYJ?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/oDLdBlCe45so8?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/AG1gB8CnOaF9E?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/38LzBJHzoEtwY?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
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Election eve: Have the 
political parties delivered for 
farmers?  

Prior to and throughout this State Election, the Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) has articulated what matters to the 

intensive agricultural sector for those running for public office. 

The QFF policy platform outlined the 10 major areas of policy action needed to realise our vision for a vibrant and thriving 

agricultural sector providing food, fibre and amenity to all Queenslanders. 

On the eve of the election QFF President Stuart Armitage encouraged voters to consider the policy commitments put forward by 

all parties and critically consider what is realistic and what will make a positive difference for agriculture. 

“A thriving and vibrant agriculture sector is not just good for farmers, it is good for everyone. It’s important that voters remember 

that because the sector plays a critical role in sustaining their everyday lives.” 

“Election campaigns can see some fairly populist commitments made, so people need to make a judgement call about whether 

those parties that won’t be in control of the Treasury purse strings can deliver on their promises,” Mr Armitage said. 

Electricity, water and the energy/water/productivity nexus were priorities for the QFF group this election. Analysis on how the 

parties performed in these essential policy areas is on the QFF website: ‘QFF analyses electricity, water and productivity election 

promises’. 

Other public statements and commentary by QFF during the campaign on issues that are essential to the future prosperity 

Queensland farmers and the broader intensive agricultural sector: 

• General: ‘Have the political parties delivered for farmers this election?’ 

• Electricity: ‘Electrical & electoral prices too high’ & ‘Election offers energy spark, but more still needed’ 

• Water: ‘Affordable and sustainable water key to prosperous agricultural sector’ & "QFF welcomes flow of water infrastructure' 

• Jobs & Skills: ‘A strong and thriving agricultural sector 

delivers Queensland jobs’ 

• Protecting agricultural land: ‘Prime agricultural land offers 

prime potential’ 

• Risk management and climate variability: ‘Farmers call 

for overhaul of natural disaster support and funding’ 

• Great Barrier Reef: ‘Farming alongside the Great Barrier 

Reef has a strong future’ 

• Vegetation management: ‘Farmers still waiting for a 
sensible approach to vegetation management’  

QFF look forward to constructively working with the government 

Queenslanders elect tomorrow, and will continue to advocate for 

a thriving and vibrant agriculture sector in the interest of farmers, 

regional communities and the state as a whole. 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/GN1OBlcbalhO?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/GN1OBlcbalhO?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/YZ54BNHeXlH8?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/K41pBmi24mHZ?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/e4MaBqiD6YSm?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/W91oB2C591tV?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/0RmQB6FKaVCM?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/wxnGBVHrOWul?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/wxnGBVHrOWul?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/aYDLBgF3V2HM?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/aYDLBgF3V2HM?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/2mp9BbiGAMtQ?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/2mp9BbiGAMtQ?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/6eKLBEIaVpHz?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/6eKLBEIaVpHz?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/NX1WBLFX4as3?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/NX1WBLFX4as3?domain=rgc.us6.list-manage.com
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

Crop Year  Indicative Price Movement  

2017 Season 427.39 -1.30 

2018 Season 445.21 -0.62 

2019 Season 452.87 -0.29 

2020 Season 449.86 -0.44 

Calculation using ICE Closing Prices or equivalent Bank Swap Rates and 

prevailing AUD/USD exchange rates 

Refer to https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au for additional Pricing 

Information and trends 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 2017 

QSL Harvest Pool $438 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $421 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $371 

QSL US Quota Pool $722 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $489 

Advance Rates are based on a grower's individual estimated final sugar price. 

For more information growers can access Wimar's monthly Pool Reports, 

Allocation Account Amount Reports, their applicable Advance Finance Charge 

via the reporting page of the Pricing and Payments 

section of the GrowerWeb. The cashflow forecast tool is also available in the 

Pricing & Payments section.  

Default  
Default 

Advances 

Cash on delivery 

Advances 

Jun -17 65% 90% 

Jul -17 65% 90% 

Aug -17 65% 90% 

Sep - 17 67.5% 90% 

Oct -17 70% 90% 

Nov - 17 72.5% 90% 

Dec -17 75% 90% 

Jan - 18 80% 90% 

Feb - 18 85% 90% 

Mar - 18 90% 90% 

Apr -18 92.50% 92.5% 

May -18 95% 95% 

Jun -18 97.5% 97.5% 

Jul -18 100% 100% 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 24 November 2017 

2017 Season Advances Schedule 

As at 31 August 2017 

QSL Indicative ICE 11 prices 

The figures quoted above are indicative of available ICE 11 prices as at the 

current date and reflect the weighted average AUD/mt price. The prices have 

been adjusted to include Over-the-Counter (OTC) margin fees charged by 

banking institutions and, therefore, may differ from daily prices quoted by the 

ICE #11 Exchange and/or other Marketers of Growers’ Economic Interest in 

Sugar (GEI Sugar). Values also do not account for any adjustments resulting 

from local grower-miller pricing arrangements.  For more information, view the 

latest QSL Market Snapshot here. 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 10 November 2017 

2017 Season Advances 

Schedule 

As at 31 August 2017 

 

Applicable 

from 

Fixed Price/Target 

Price/Guaranteed 

Floor 

Other Pools % 

Rate 

Initial 60% 60% 

24 Aug 17 70% 70% 

19 Oct 17 72.5% 72.5% 

14 Dec 17 90% 75% 

25 Jan 18 90% 80% 

22 Feb 18 90% 82.5% 

22 Mar 18 90% 87.5% 

19 Apr 18 90% 90% 

17 May 18 92.5% 92.5% 

21 Jun 18 95% 95% 

July 18 100% 100% 

Percentage rate approved by QSL Board 

The program above is indicative only in its entirety and should not be taken as a 

commitment by QSL with regard to either the advance rate or date of increase. 

The program may change during the season depending on movements in the 

marketing and shipping plans, sugar price and currency movements and timing 

of cash flows. Suppliers’ positions in relation to any pricing elections may also 

impact the timing and size of advance payments. 

Confirmed 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 2017 

Wilmar Production Risk Pool $384 

Wilmar Managed Pool $409 

Wilmar US Quota Pool $638 

Estimated Wilmar Pool Prices 

As at 29 September 2017 

As of the 29th September Wilmar does not currently have a component which is required to be 

sold or priced in order to manage storage constraints in the sugar terminals and, at this stage, 

remains unpriced until tonnage in this pool begins being delivered into sugar terminals. This 

means the Gross Pool Price is currently a marked-to-market price reflecting the March 2018 

and May 2018 ICE #11 futures positions, which is consistent with the expected sales program. 

If you would like to know more about Wilmar's Production Risk Pool and our pricing approach, 

please contact a member of the Grower Pricing Team.   

Gross Pool Prices are an estimate based on the tonnes hedged and current market price (as at 

the last business day of the month) for unhedged tonnage. Allocation Account Amounts begin 

the season as estimates and are reviewed and updated on a monthly basis as actual 

premiums and costs are known. 

The monthly pool price report is available on the Wilmar grower web 

https://www.wilmarsugarmills.com.au
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/avndzhJ5wQsCzAQsTjd7a9EVdTdFEFIfcf9IICQQkS7C7ANPxJd5dxVxVdBwSCyCVssUCZsSHaNfPP_5twx7P50lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISVpAwUUqen-LPbb0VBZPHTbFIzzhPPXXzP2t-EyCJtdmUVPBgY-F6lK1FJUSyOrKrKr01yR3-rEDNYGjbGX3ifEYLAUXoHBzVmaACPAnn44T4ZjttI-g7441


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

CANEGROWERS Hall  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Wayne Smith General Manager 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Solaris Insurance  Brokers 

Manager 
racheal_olsen@solarisinsurance.com.au 

4790 3606 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Fortnightly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Invicta Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 

Kalamia Vicki Lewis  vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Inkerman Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 
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