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Update from the Burdekin 

Canegrowers Boardroom – 

Wilmar exiting QSL  

Your board held their monthly meeting on Tuesday 15th April. 

The afternoon of the meeting was set aside to receive a presentation from 

Wilmar in regards to their ―New marketing partnership‖. 

We were slightly surprised when Wilmar arrived with 9 people for the 

presentation.  John Pratt, Wilmar Executive GM, Nth Qld explained they 

wanted to have more Wilmar people involved in the process.    

Perhaps Wilmar was also surprised when our guest George Christensen 

MP arrived to sit in on the presentation.  CBL Chair Phil Marano explained 

George was interested in hearing first-hand what was being proposed. 

John stated the proposal is ―All about what Wilmar is now and is               

becoming ..it is not about QSL.  Growers have said they want a genuine 

partnership  ...this proposal is in answer to that‖.               Continued page 2 

Chair Phil Marano, George Christensen MP, David Lando, Sib Torrisi 

with Wilmar’s Paul Giordani & John Pratt 
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Update from the Burdekin Canegrowers  

Boardroom – Wilmar exiting QSL Continued  

David Burgess stated that the intent is not to have a system that will be more expensive to run  than QSL and that Wilmar    

propose to underwrite the running costs to ensure they are no more than a maximum cost of $2.50 per tonne to run the       

proposed new Joint Marketing Company (JMC). ... this was a new commitment. In regard to a timeline, John advised that the 

proposed JMC would need to be operational by June, 2016. 

Your board raised that what is being put forward  in regard to the governance structure for the proposed  new JMC is back to 

the future as QSL used to have grower representation on their board but CSR wanted a ―skills based board‖. 

John stressed that the goal was to grow the pie for all.  We responded that we do not disagree with that concept but            

unfortunately Wilmar‘s actions to date do not support this.  In initial discussions at the time of Wilmar‘s purchase of Sucrogen, 

Mr Kuok spoke about helping growers reduce costs and particular comments were made around fuel, finance and fertiliser.  

Not only has nothing been forthcoming in these areas but when a simple solution to the fertiliser issue was put forward this 

was not taken up.  This solution was that Wilmar should purchase Ravensdown.   It was stressed to several different Wilmar 

Executives that Wilmar could really make a difference to the price of fertiliser for growers simply by buying Ravensdown      

fertiliser for the Wilmar farms, but this has never occurred and in fact we had been advised recently that Wilmar were now 

locked in to a longer term contract with a competitive supplier. 

It was also stressed that the proposal Wilmar is putting up as a partnership really feels like growers have no choice and there 

is a lot of disappointment with how Wilmar are progressing. 

Overall the presentation was identical to the one provided in Townsville on Tuesday 8 th April, the only additions to the       

presentation being two new slides aimed at explaining sugar marketing pricing.  An overview of the Townsville presentation 

was included on page 2 of last week‘s edition of canenews (here) .  Wilmar advised their next steps are to hold small       

meetings with growers and these would occur between 28 April and 5th May. 

George Christensen MP stated  

“His concerns are on record and the     

announcement by Wilmar to exit 

QSL has shocked a lot of  people.  

He has received numerous calls from 

growers and they have all been      

negative.” 

Chair Phil Marano, George Christensen 

MP, David Lando, Sib Torrisi  

Please note 

there will  be no  

canenews next 

week 24 April  

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/Canenews%20Apr%2011%202014.pdf

