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CANEGROWERS
Burdekin Ltd
Membership Fees
For 2014/2015
CBL Administration Fee

21 cents

CBL Water Perils Crop Comp.

2 cents

CGU Fire Perils Crop Comp.

1.86 cents

Qld CANEGROWERS Fee

16.25 cents

Sub Total

41.11 cents
+ GST

SPECIAL 50%
DISCOUNT FOR NEW
MEMBERS

Canegrowers Burdekin Chair, Phil Marano being interviewed by WIN News

Wilmar exiting QSL
Growers would by now have received a letter from Wilmar (click here to see)
advising that they are giving notice to exit QSL at the end of the 2016
season. Wilmar advise in the letter that they have a partnership proposal to put
to growers that they believe can generate greater value than what growers
currently receive from QSL. The letter includes a statement that Wilmar want to
develop a new transparent marketing partnership that can provide growers with:

A 50% discount on the total Membership Fee
is on offer for new or re-joining members. For
the 2014/15 year, for any new member who
joins or re-joins CANEGROWERS they will
receive the full benefits of being a member of
CANEGROWERS for half price.

1.

better returns, enabled by Wilmar’s trading size and capability

2.

significantly greater involvement in sugar marketing and pricing decisions

3.

more flexible grower advances and greater security of cane payments

4.

more sugar pricing options, including access to pricing achieved by a
Wilmar Trading-managed pool

For example the 2014/15 levy is 41.11 cents
the new member would only pay 20.56 cents
per tonne for the 2014/15 year and this would
provide full membership of Canegrowers
Burdekin and CANEGROWERS Qld plus crop
compensation cover for both Water and Fire.

5.

greater transparency of sugar marketing, premiums and costs, so growers
can be confident about the sugar price on which cane payments are based.

Terms and conditions apply. Available for a limited time
only. One condition being the special 50% discount applies
to the full levy for new members/tonnage with up to and
including 40,000 tonnes. For new members with tonnage
over 40,000 a special discount will be negotiated.

Canegrowers Burdekin fully understands that many growers are very nervous
about this announcement. Growers have stressed to us that QSL is something
that is well known to them as QSL has been part of the cane industry for many
many years and is truly transparent as it is an industry owned not for profit, with
a constitution that requires it to maximise profits to both growers and millers, and
because it is half owned by growers and half owned by millers. Some growers
have also pointed out that the structure of QSL results in it not having to pay tax.
Cont page 2
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Wilmar exiting QSL continued

Debra , David, Phil & Wayne discuss the announcement by Wilmar to exit QSL

Wilmar have invited representatives from your Board and Management team to a meeting with other collectives in Townsville on
the afternoon of next Tuesday 8th April. The agenda of this meeting is for a discussion to occur on the proposed new marketing
arrangements and how these alternative marketing arrangements can be further developed.
We have requested a copy of the proposal from Wilmar to allow us to attend the meeting in an informed position and to allow us
to consider what questions we need answered at the meeting, this request has been declined. So at this stage we do not know
any more about what Wilmar are proposing than what has been announced in the letter you have received and what Wilmar have
disclosed in their media statements.
We will be attending the meeting on Tuesday with the position that we will (as always) be looking out for what is in the best
interest of our members. Our expectations are that Wilmar will provide the basis and facts behind the above five key benefit
statements.
We will provide you with further update in next week’s canenews once we are better informed.
The following media releases have been distributed on the topic.

Wimar Media Release
Click here
CANEGROWERS & ACFA Media Release
Click here
George Christensen MP Media Release
Click here
2

Update on our
investigations
into seeking a
solution for
the disposal or
recycle of
used fluming
Towards the end of last year
Canegrowers Burdekin was
approached by concerned growers and
asked to investigate if there was a
solution for the disposal or recycling of
used fluming.

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

Wayne, Debra & Peter Papadimitriou seek
solutions for used fluming

Growers advised they were concerned
that the current main option for the
used fluming was for it to end up as
land fill.

SCAN HERE

Initial investigations have indicated the size of the problem could be that there is over
100,000 metres of used fluming each year.

The CANEGROWERS
Burdekin App is available by
scanning the above QR
code

Several brainstorming sessions have now been held with attendees from Canegrowers
Burdekin, local cane farmers, Burdekin Shire Council, growcom and the Department of
State Development, Infrastructure and Planning. These brainstorming sessions have
mainly focused on used black plastic mulch and used fluming.
The group has reached the conclusion that the biggest issue is with the disposal or
recycling of black plastic mulch and that if a solution can be found for this issue it may
have a trickledown effect and result in a solution for the disposal or recycling of used
fluming. The reason the group has come to this conclusion is that there appears to be no
real recycling solution currently on offer for plastic mulch and growcom are of the
understanding that some of their members in Bowen are facing bills of around $30k to
dispose of a semi load as land fill.
The group have recently discovered that a trial is underway whereby a container of used
black plastic mulch is currently being shipped to China for cleaning, shredding and
recycling. This is an exciting trial as we understand it is only recently that China has
changed their restrictions to allow a trial like this to be undertaken.

@BurdekinCANE

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd

Also of much interest is the fact that Canegrowers Burdekin member Peter Papadimitriou,
who has joined the working group, is currently undertaking a trial to recycle used fluming.
Peter has been involved in recycling for many years. Peter has also indicated that he is
able to recycle used chemical drums.
The Department of State Development, Infrastructure and Planning have really gotten
behind this project and it has now been escalated to Innovation Clinic status. What this
means is that the Government funded Australian Institute for Commercialisation will run a
TECHCLINIC ...these clinics are designed to address a complex industry issue by bring
together a group of between 20 to 40 people who are representative of the whole supply
chain. The goal is to innovatively come to a solution that is commercially viable. There is
also a vision “For Queensland to develop international best practice in the management of
agricultural plastic waste”. This clinic will be held on Thursday 12th June at
CANEGROWERS Hall Home Hill, time yet to be determined.

If you are interested in being part of the TECHCLINIC or if you wish to put
forward your thoughts please contact Debra on 0417 709 435.
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HR
update
with
Tiffany
WorkCover’s 5
steps to
minimising
workers
compensation
exposure

Email: Neville.archer@bigpond.com

In Queensland, one
workers’ compensation claim is lodged every six minutes.
Work injuries cost Australian employers around $7.5 billion
annually. These figures do not take into account any indirect
costs (e.g. lost productivity) which can be up to five times
direct expenses.
WorkCover Queensland has issued five steps to minimise
exposure to risk:
1.

Prevent injuries: The best first step is to try to prevent
injuries occurring in the first place through safety
initiatives. This is also your personal duty of care under
WHS legislation. For assistance with injury prevention,
go to www.worksafe.qld.gov.au.

2.

Manage injuries: If an injury does occur, the next best
thing is to either try to keep the worker at work or get
them back as soon as possible after the injury. One of
the largest components of workers’ compensation
claims costs, which have a direct relationship to
premium, are weekly benefits paid to workers. There is
also a significant body of medical research showing that
a safe return to work as soon as possible is the best
health outcome for workers.

3.

Monitor injury statistics: WorkCover provides useful
information on injuries, claims and premium through our
employer online service.

4.

Ensure management is accountable: Workplace safety
is everyone’s responsibility. All managers need to
understand and contribute to injury prevention and
return to work.

5.

Comply with requirements: Businesses are legally
required to have workers’ compensation insurance
cover if they employ workers. Wages also need to be
declared in Queensland by the end of August and
premium paid by the end of September each year.

You can find out more about workers’ compensation at
www.workcoverqld.com.au, or visit
www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au.
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Canegrowers Burdekin puts forward a proposal
for the Development of Northern Australia
On April Fool’s day we had the pleasure of
presenting to the Joint Select Committee for the
Development of Northern Australia.
We put to the Committee the Canegrowers
Burdekin vision that by 2020 the average cane
crop for our region will increase by 50% from
8 million tonnes to 12 million tonnes.
We stressed that for an increase of this size to
occur there was three key areas that must be
addressed:
1.
2.
3.

Sustainability of current cane farming
enterprises;
Improved productivity from current land; and
New Land under cane.

Sustainability of current cane farming
enterprises
In regard to sustainability we spoke about our
project

F.I.R.E. as follows:

Future
Generation

Insurance

Rates

The average age of cane farmers is 64 and increasing. Two key reasons for the lack of younger people
entering the industry being:
the lack of training opportunities. We encourage the re-introduction of an agricultural training facility in
the Burdekin. We pointed out that the Home Hill TAFE campus has recently been closed and
would be very suitable as a base.
the lack of profitability. To ensure a sustainable profitable cane industry, action must be taken to
reduce the recent and rapid increases in key input costs.
The cost of insurance in the Burdekin is prohibitive for both farmers and non-farmers.
The premium to insurance a farm in the Burdekin is more than double that to insure a similar farm in
Bundaberg and Childers. To provide an economic environment that fosters development, action must
be taken to reduce the cost of insurance premiums. In particular the number of underwriters
servicing North Qld must be increased to provide competition and expansion of the Australian
Reinsurance Pool must occur to provide cover following infrequent catastrophic natural disasters.
We advised that we have made representations to Burdekin Shire Council over the past 3 years. Our focus
has been on obtaining a fair deal from Council in regards to the General Rates being charged to Category D
Sugar Cane. To provide an economic environment that fosters development, action must be taken
to force local councils to operate within a sustainable budget and to treat all rate payers fairly.

Electricity

Action must be taken to ensure access to affordable electricity is available for Burdekin cane
farmers to allow them to work with the Federal Government to GROW and DEVELOP Northern
Australia.
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Proposal for the Development of
Northern Australia continued
Improved productivity from current land
We highlighted that the average crop for the last 6 years has been 7.6 million
tonnes ..this compares to the previous 6 years where the average crop was 8.5 million
tonnes. This 11% decrease results in a reduction in revenue for the region of between
$33m and $38m per annum.
We stressed there is no one reason for this reduction in productivity but some key points
that could be addressed in the White Paper include:

1.

Wildlife: We strongly encourage the introduction of a humane culling program
for Coots and Magpie Geese.

2.

Disease: We encourage the retention of the Pest Quarantine Areas particular
the PQA with Fiji and we encourage the Government to continue co-funding
with growers and millers the critical work undertaken by SRA.

3.

Environmental Controls – Protection of Great Barrier Reef: We encourage cane
farmers to be given the right to continue to self- manage on farm
improvements via programs such as the industry developed and implemented
Smart Cane BMP.

New Land under Cane
We encourage the development of a new set of national harmonised vegetation
clearing laws that do not hinder or unduly restrict the development of new
agriculture cropping lands and associated infrastructure.
We encourage the Water for Bowen Project to be reconsidered.
We advised that we understand that the Development of Northern Australia depends on
GROWTH ... with the critical growth target being in the population. We that Townsville is
one of the five main targeted growth centres, with the goal of the population of
Townsville tripling within 30 to 40 years. A road block to any region growing by this
scale is lack of infrastructure and lack of access to water and affordable electricity.
We took the opportunity to highlight to the Committee:
1.

Location: The Burdekin is less than 100 kms from Townsville

2.

Water: For urban development the Burdekin has access to water due to our aquifer.

3.

Electricity: All of the Burdekin’s sugar mills are set up with co-generation plants, two
of these already supply power to the grid. With the right financial incentives the
Burdekin has the potential to become self-sufficient for electricity supply

4.

Infrastructure: We stressed that the Committee had prior to the meeting travelled
through Home Hill. We put to the Committee that Home Hill is on the cusp ..the
cusp of either becoming another small town statistic or the cusp of becoming a show
case of how a small country town can be rejuvenated. A potential opportunity to
rejuvenate Home Hill is to attract young families to the region by offering access to
extremely affordable housing (this may be module homes on highly subsidised
blocks of land) together with the implementation of an affordable express public
transport system to allow works to commute to Townsville ...this could be by use of
the already in existence railway network or the implementation of a bus service.

We encourage the Committee to consider using Home Hill as a show case of how
small neighbouring towns will support the tripling of the population in the five
main growth centres.
A full copy of the Canegrowers Burdekin submission is available by clicking here.

Building Our
Lucky
Country
Deloitte
Report
Deloitte has this week released
the full edition of Positioning for
Prosperity? Catching the next
wave. The paper, the third in the
Building the Lucky Country series,
expands on the preview published
in late 2013 by discussing growth
prospects
across
Australia’s
economy.
The paper lists agribusiness as
one of the fantastic five and
makes
comment
on
the
agribusiness
growth
rate
(Australia being 16% and global
growth rate of 4%). The
comments indicate that larger
farms are increasingly profitable
by explaining that the largest 10%
of Australian farm businesses
produce over 50% of output, while
the smallest 50% account for just
one-tenth of output. The report
also estimates that approximately
$600 billion may be needed by
2050 to improve the productivity
of Australian farms. It also flags
the need to retain more young
people in the industry and hence,
encourage more individuals to
study agriculture at a tertiary
level.
For a copy of the report see here
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Nominations for
SRA grower
Delegates now open
If you’re interested in being more involved in Sugar
Research Australia and the industry as a whole, and
have a passion and vision for RD&E it’s time to stand
up and be nominated.

Growers who are SRA Members have been sent an
information pack about the SRA Delegate nomination
process.
Delegates have the potential to add significant value to
SRA and its future research direction so who you
nominate is a very important decision.
Delegates will be a direct contact for SRA Members to
communicate with and contribute to matters relating to:






SRA Performance Reviews and the Sugarcane
Levy
the election of SRA’s Director Selection
Committee members
industry drivers, challenges, opportunities and
RD&E priorities
the promotion and recruitment of SRA Members.

Landcare propagation workshop Saturday 5 April
8.00-8.30am
Nursery, Kennedy Street Ayr

Delegates will meet at least once a year and to be
successful in their role are expected to make
themselves readily available to SRA Members and
SRA.
Grower Delegates will work with Mill Delegates who
will also be appointed by each of the mill companies.
Both types of Delegates serve a similar role and by
connecting the sugarcane supply chain will work
together to help drive the productivity, profitability and
sustainability of the whole sugarcane industry.
To make your nomination count, return your
completed Nomination Form to SRA by 14 April
2014. The vote for nominated Delegates will open
later that week.
If you are not yet a SRA Member but would like to
nominate, please call 1300 111 SRA or visit
www.sugarresearch.com.au

Just because you pay a levy does not mean you are a member

If you did not receive an information pack from SRA, you are
not a member - click on the picture of the form above to
download the membership form
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
Landcare
propagation
workshop ,
Saturday 5 April,
8am at Kennedy
Street Nursery

CANEGROWERS weather update
The forecast rain outlook for the next 12 months for Giru is represented below. To see the latest
forecast for your postcode click here.
The weather tool provides a seven day forecast for your desired postcode along with a 12 month
rainfall outlook, SOI information and sea surface temperatures.

Haulout Courses,
9-17 April or 30
April - 8 May,
contact ag college
on 1800 888 710
Super Sweet
Sorghum
Presentation,
Thursday 17
April,
CANEGROWERS
Home Hill Hall
Landcare Meeting,
Tuesday 6 May ,
5pm at John Hy
Peake Room,
Burdekin Shire
Council

LOOKING FOR
WORK
Wanting a farm
hand position
preferably in the
Giru area, ex cane
farmer, boiler
maker, HR
Licence. Phone
Rob 0408 405 496

WANTED
Haulout Driver
required for
cushing season
42,000 tonnes, 4
day roster,
automatic truck,
55c / t + overtime.
Ph 0408 702 308
Tipper Truck
Driver, Casual/Part
-time
Ph 0408 702 308

We need your support NOW!
Contact us and book your place in a group
or individual workshop
Sign up here today.
Group workshop dates for April:
Tuesday 1st, Wednesday 9th & Wednesday 23rd

8

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
For the week ending to 31 March 2014

Smartcane BMP alignment


CANEGROWERS met with Coca Cola South Pacific where potential alignment of anti-sugar campaigns, opportunities to
support the Smartcane BMP program and Catalyst program were discussed.

Biosecurity


CANEGROWERS Manager Environment and Natural Resources Matt Kealley attended a Biosecurity Queensland Plant
Industry Biosecurity Forum on 25 March 2014. The meeting outlined details of the State Government's new Biosecurity Bill
that was passed on 8 March 2014. It also discussed the regulation development and provided an overview of our planned
activities for the next financial year for a range of biosecurity business.



Future Biosecurity Queensland activities include consultation with industry on the Regulatory Impact Statement in September
2014, drafting of the biosecurity regulations in January – April 2015 and commencement of the Regulations and act in late
2015.

SRA


CANEGROWERS met with Dr Andrew Ward SRA’s Executive Manager – PEC to discuss linkages between Smartcane
BMP, SRA PEC, RD&E around nitrogen and coordination of extension support.

Drought declared areas only


Ergon advised they have not in the past and they are not presently planning to charge interest on deferred payments where
irrigators have sought deferrals as a result of drought. There is no impediment to irrigators switching between electricity
tariffs to take advantage of the lower variable charges associated with T66. But please BE AWARE, in making the change:

 Irrigators must advise ERGON of the size (kWh rating) of their pumps. This enables Ergon to claim from the government
the foregone fixed charge as part of its CSO.

 Irrigators must take RESPONSIBILITY for contacting ERGON to revert to their preferred tariffs as soon as the drought
declaration has been removed. Failure to do so would see the irrigators incur the full fixed charges associated with T66.

Trade


CANEGROWERS provided further briefing to DFAT ahead of the Trade Minister Robb’s visit to Japan. Initial reporting from
the visit is that while negotiations have progressed there are still outstanding issues, one of which is sugar. Prime Minister
Abbott is scheduled to visit Japan in April.



Plans are progressing for a Global Sugar Alliance meeting to be held 9-10 June.



The Australian, Brazil, Colombian, US and Canadian governments have questioned India in the WTO on its use of export
subsidies. We are working with the Australian Government to plan the next steps in maintaining pressure on India to ensure
the action is not repeated.

Electricity


CANEGROWERS Senior Vice Chairman Allan Dingle participated in the government’s regional roundtable meeting held in
Bundaberg. As well as highlighting drought issues, Allan focussed on the clear role for government in providing
infrastructure (water and electricity) necessary to facilitate the growth and development of regional Queensland at
sustainable prices.



Ergon is working through the issues associated with the development of tariffs for food and fibre production.

Water – LMA


The eight SunWater channel irrigation schemes are each reaching the decision point on whether to transition to local
management. The due diligence processes each are conducting are close to finalisation and the interim boards are
preparing their business plans. The plans are scheduled to be taken to the local irrigation communities for consultation this
financial year before being finalised and presented to government.
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QSL update

By Carla Keith, QSL Industry Relationship Manager
as at 4 April 2014

Grower Representative Member Nominations Now Open

another about the time of the QSL AGM.

Later this year QSL will hold our fourth Grower Representative
Member election. There are currently 23 Grower
Representative Members, consisting of one elected
representative from each single mill area. In the case of
multiple mills in one area, the number of representatives
equals the number of mills in that area. CANEGROWERS
Queensland and the Australian Cane Farmers Association
(ACFA) also appoint one representative each.

If you are a grower and think you know someone who is
connected to growers in your region, understands their needs
and has the enthusiasm and desire to be a strong voice and
keep updated on QSL’s activities, then you may consider
nominating them for a Grower Representative Member position.

Grower Representative Members hold their position for three
years and are requested to attend our Annual General Meeting
(AGM) and any other special meetings to vote on matters of
importance to the industry, thus representing growers from
across the state.

Ideally, we are aiming to have all Grower Members appointed
by the end of August 2014, to ensure they are provided with
ample notice to attend the QSL AGM on the 20 October 2014.
Keep an eye out for advertisements in your local newspaper
which will appear prior to Easter.

At QSL, we believe these representatives are a vital
communication link with growers. Our Grower Representative
Members are ideally positioned to provide direct feedback to
QSL on behalf of growers in their region and to communicate
relevant information from QSL back to their peers.
As part of our commitment to ensuring our Grower
Representative Members have an in-depth understanding of
the services we offer, we hope to hold at least two Grower
Member workshops each year, with one to be held at the
beginning of the year (before harvesting commences) and

Nomination forms and other information about the election
process are available via the QSL website – www.qsl.com.au.
Nominations close on Friday 9 May 2014.

Pricing
Following 2014 season pricing declarations at the end of
February, the QSL pricing team have already started pricing
sugar for the 2014 season, capturing some of the recent rallies
we’ve seen play out over the past few weeks. We’ll start
publishing the 2014 Pool Price Matrices on our website
(www.qsl.com.au) at the end of the month. Prices are indicative
only and don’t include a firm value from the QSL Shared Pool.

QSL market update

By Ginette Barrett, QSL Liquidity Manager
as at 31 March 2014

Market Commentary
Sugar
The raw sugar price has rallied since our last update, rising
from a low of 16.67 to close the week at high of 17.98c/lb. In
volatile trading conditions prices are back chasing the 18 c/lb
level, or $455 Australian dollars per tonne from the perspective
of Australian sugar producers.
The key themes behind the rally has been the strengthening of
the Brazilian Real following Standard and Poor’s downgrade of
Brazil’s credit rating, which has provided the sugar market with
some optimism going forward. After a small amount of rain, the
dry weather continues to plague Brazil, but forecasters are now
predicting an El Nino weather event for the Northern
Hemisphere. This will bring heavy rain to Brazil during the
harvest and subsequently reduce sucrose levels and impede
the harvest, while bringing drought conditions to Australia and
South East Asia.
Looking forward, the Brazilian 2014 season forecast has been
downgraded due to the drought and will likely have an effect on
crop planting for the 2015 and 2016 seasons. In India, officials
have clarified that their export incentive will not exceed $80
million, which equates to roughly 1.5m tonnes. In spite of this

incentive, domestic mills are favouring white sugar to sell
domestically as this market is expanding and attracting higher
prices.
To wrap up our sugar commentary, whilst QSL sees tighter
sugar supply conditions into the latter part of 2014, the recent
price strength will attract heavy producer pricing from most
sugar regions.
Currency
The Australian dollar continues to prove resilient. Ongoing geo
-political tension in the Ukraine, Chinese shadow banking
concerns and further tapering in the US are all supporting a
strong Australian dollar. The market opened this week above
the US90 cent level and threatens to breach the US93 cent
level in the short-term.
Despite positive conditions in the property market and stronger
employment data, the RBA may consider a move down for
interest rates in the coming months as the currency remains
stubborn and inflation remains within target range. However,
they kept rates on hold in their meeting on 1 April. Ahead, we
sense more frustration for Australian exporters, with currency
weakness now less likely until the second half of 2014, when
we are likely to see more evidence of a recovering US
economy.
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Market reports
available for
members

Pricing information
2013 Season Advances & Payments
as at 11 March 2014
% estimated
return

$/tonne IPS
Initial *
22 August 13*
26 September 13*
24 October 13*
21 November 13*
19 December 13*
23 January 14*
20 February 14*
20 March 14*
24 April 14
22 May 14
26 June 14
Final Payment

$219
$235
$256
$262
$275
$284
$305
$317
$332
$342
$351
$371
$391

Exclusive to CANEGROWERS members a free
market information service is available.
This service includes:

77.5%
82.5%
85.0%
87.5%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes
no responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not
forward price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward
priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected
proceeds. For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the
Wilmar website.



A
specially
commissioned
fortnightly
CANEGROWERS Market Report prepared for
CANEGROWERS by Czarnikow Ltd.



The daily sugar and currency market analysis In
the Raw, prepared by Warren Males.



The LMC quarterly Sugar Price Forecasting
Service.

For more information and to subscribe to the
service click here.
QSL daily market reports are available via their
website www.qsl.com.au. To view the daily report
click here.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 4 April 2014
Gross

$/Tonne IPS

2014 Season
2015 Season

$441
$459

$422
$440

2016 Season

$473

$453

Estimated QSL 2013 Pool Prices

The Green Pool weekly sugar reports which were
available to growers via the grower web are now
available through the CANEGROWERS Burdekin
website.

As at 14 March 2014
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS

% Priced

QSL Harvest Pool

$392

92%

QSL Discretionary Pool

$398

99%

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$410

99%

QSL Growth Pool

$424

93%

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$393

100%

QSL US Quota Pool

$484

76%

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool

$431

99%

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$423

72%

Mark Whitten
our
Ravensdown
Account
Manager
Call Mark on
0437 748 856
to start saving money now!

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is
updated regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools
are performing over the current season.
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QFF &
NFF
Updates
CANEGROWERS

is an active
member of
National Farmers’
Federation (NFF)
and Queensland
Farmers
Federation
(QFF) , a
partnership
through which we
have been able to
concentrate and
leverage
influence in areas
of importance to
the cane
industry. As part
of a range of
services, NFF &
QFF provides a
range of
information,
including weekly
cross-commodity
updates.

National Farmers Federation welcomes ‘Repeal
Day’
The NFF has this week welcomed the Australian Government’s Repeal Day, the first step of the
government’s plan to remove thousands of regulations and pieces of legislation that are redundant,
outdated or that impose a burden on Australian businesses. The NFF commended the government
on responding to the call from the NFF and industry bodies to take the necessary steps to remove
duplicative and unnecessary burdens regarding the regulation of Agricultural and Veterinary
Chemicals.
Coinciding with Repeal Day, the NFF has also released a report that updates work from 2007 titled,
A snapshot of the red tape costs on farms in Australia. The report is a preliminary investigation and
provides an insight into the administrative and compliance costs associated with a sample of farm
operations. The report estimates that farmers spend around 10 per cent of the working year
consumed in tasks associated with regulatory compliance. In total, for the average farm, red tape
would equate to around 14 percent of net farm profit, eating into 3.9 percent of farm income each
year.
While industry acknowledges that effective regulation is necessary to safeguard businesses, the
environment and our communities, poorly designed regulation can be taxing on business and in turn,
significantly raise costs and stifle innovation. The NFF will continue to call on the government to
renew their focus on rational and sensible policy settings that lessen the burden for both authorities
and the farmers in the future.
For a copy of the red tape report and the media release please see here.

Green Tape Inquiry
The House of Representatives has announced an inquiry into streamlining environmental regulation,
‘green tape’, and are calling for submissions (due Friday 11 April). The Terms of reference for this
inquiry can be found here.
The Senate Environment & Communications Committee also announced an inquiry into
Environmental Offsets, with submissions due 4 April. The terms of reference for this inquiry can be
found here.
Those interested in NFF’s key messages or who would like to contribute to our submission should
contact Jack Knowles on 02 6269 5666 or via jknowles@nff.org.au.

World Farmers Organisation General Assembly
NFF President Brent Finlay and CEO Matt Linnegar have this week travelled to Buenos Aires to
attend the World Farmers’ Organisation (WFO) General Assembly. The General Assembly is a
timely opportunity for the NFF to engage with peak farm bodies from around the globe and to
discuss the big-ticket policy issues affecting their respective members. In addition, Brent Finlay
accepted his position on the WFO Board.
Preceding the General Assembly, the NFF attended the Cairns Group meeting, which consists of 20
agricultural exporting countries with a commitment to reforming trade deals for agriculture. The
Cairns Group meeting was attended as part of NFF’s ongoing commitment to ensure positive
outcomes from trade negotiations for the Australian agriculture sector.

NBN improvements
Federal Minister for Communications Malcom Turnbull has this week announced a set of new
measures for the NBN’s interim satellite service (ISS). These measures are welcomed by industry as at the start of 2014 – many users who subscribed to the service were experiencing both poor
speeds and performance.
The new measures will see the implementation of additional bandwidth that will deliver a better
experience for users subscribed to the ISS. In addition, the behaviour of internet service providers is
also under the spotlight, as the lack of oversight, has caused much of the congestion issues
currently experienced by ISS users.
It is hoped that these changes will improve the service for those Australian farmers that are currently
subscribed to the ISS. However, the cost for the Australian Government to purchase additional
capacity of satellite for additional users seems to be prohibitive and unlikely to occur.
Feedback from the Government and NBN Co indicates that the permanent satellites are still on
track to be in use by July 2015.
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Friends of Primary Producers
NFF General Manager of Policy, Tony Mahar and NFF Manager of Rural Affairs David McKeon, met with the Parliamentary
Friends of Primary Producers this week at Parliament House. The Friends of Primary Producers is a forum organised by Nola
Marino, Federal Member for Forrest, and Joel Fitzgibbon, Federal Member for Hunter, and provides an opportunity for Members
of Parliament and their staff from both sides of Parliament that have an interest in the agriculture sector to come together to hear
about and discuss topical issues.
The Forum on Monday was attended by approximately 20 MP’s from both sides and a number of staffers. Tony and Dave
provided an overview of the current priority issues the NFF and members are working on including drought policy, the upcoming
Federal Budget (see NFF submission here) and the Ag Competitiveness White Paper.

Review of Native Title Act
The Australian Law Reform Commission has released an Issues Paper on the Review of the Native Title Act. The paper and
information about making a submission can be found here.
Submissions are due 14 May 2014.

From Drought to Flood in One Week For Some Farmers
LAST week’s rain event has eased the immediate pressure of an exceptionally dry summer for many farmers, while also bringing
with it some mixed blessings. Queensland’s coastal regions and adjacent inland farming regions received notable rainfall of more
than 200mm for the week in some parts. While very late in the growing season and traditional wet season, it will relieve some
immediate pressures associated with high electricity costs. For some, it will also begin to establish a soil moisture profile for the
coming winter and the 2014/2015 summer.
A further storm system on Saturday night for the southeast corner of the State tipped parts of the Darling Downs into flash
flooding and moderate flood conditions. This flooding and associated rain has caused severe damage to cotton and grain crops
that had been struggling through the previous week of wet weather. For the latest rainfall and river data, see here.
Farmers will now be looking for some clear weather and sunshine to capitalise on the rain event, and then follow-up rain to ensure
they can build momentum after a difficult 18 months of floods and then exceptional dry. While the rain has interrupted the grain
and cotton harvest, generally it has brought more good than bad for the State’s agricultural industries.

Federal Government Starts Reducing Regulatory Burden
THE Federal Government has marked the beginning of its mission to reduce the regulatory burden on the economy, including the
farm sector, with ‘repeal day’ last week. It aims to eliminate unnecessary and costly legislation, regulation, and process. QFF
welcomes this initiative, as farmers are among those that face significant cost and time imposts as a result of duplicative or
needless regulation. QFF also appreciates that regulation also serves an important purpose when administered and targeted
correctly, and urges the government to continue to strike the right balance between improving efficiency and retaining important
and necessary regulations that secure farming businesses.

New Group To Look at Major Water Infrastructure
THE Federal Government has established a Ministerial group that will identify new infrastructure projects that can deliver
Australia’s water supply needs in the future. It will be chaired by Agriculture Minister, Barnaby Joyce, and includes Warren Truss,
Greg Hunt, Jamie Briggs, and Simon Birmingham. “Australia’s population is expected to reach 35 million by 2050 and we also
have to take advantage of the growing wealth of hundreds of millions of people who live close by,” Minister Joyce said.
The group’s water infrastructure options paper will be developed by July 2014 so that its outcomes can be considered as part of
the White Papers on Northern Australia and Agricultural Competitiveness.

Regional Planning Legislation Passes Parliament
QFF welcomes the passing of the Regional Planning Interests Act through State Parliament earlier this month. The Act will mean
a significant change to planning legislation in Queensland. It focuses on the principle that landholders in priority agricultural areas
should have a say on how coexistence might occur between themselves and resources development. This Act, and its proposed
regulations, will not stop resources development; instead it provides an opportunity for farmers to strike an agreement with
resources developers against terms suitable to them, putting them in the driving seat of determining how the two critical industries
might coexist at the property scale.
QFF and our agricultural industry body colleagues, especially Cotton Australia and AgForce, have worked in a collaborative effort
to bring about these changes for our members. We have provided numerous submissions on these issues, we recognise this
milestone and we are keen to see the government push forward on the required regulations. QFF encourages all farmers to
become involved in reviewing the regulations and ensure that their existing rights and the many positive aspects of this new
regime are fully realised.

Future of Farm Advocacy Forum
QFF recently attended a forum held in Canberra by the Australian Farm Institute, providing a broad overview of some of the
issues confronting industry groups and associations. The report is available via the Farm Institute website.
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Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

Debra Burden

PROJECT
& TRAINING
CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Office Open By Appointment
4782 1922

Regional Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Gary Halliday

SmartCane BMP Facilitator

0438 747 596

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Glyn Arundale

Insurance Manager

Martine Bengoa

0408 638 518
4790 3606

Insurance Consultant

4790 3605

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945
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