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canenews 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd  Newsletter 
Edition 2014/14  Distributed: Thursday 17 April 2014 

The peak weekly newsletter for cane farmers in the Burdekin 

This newsletter is not to be distributed or repro-

 

CANEGROWERS      
Burdekin Ltd  

Membership Fees 

For 2014/2015  

CBL  Administration Fee         21 cents 

CBL Water Perils Crop Comp.    2 cents 

CGU Fire Perils Crop Comp.    1.86 cents 

Qld CANEGROWERS Fee    16.25 cents 

Sub Total                41.11 cents 

+ GST    

SPECIAL 50% 
DISCOUNT FOR NEW 

MEMBERS 
A 50% discount on the total Membership Fee 

is on offer for new or re-joining members. For 

the 2014/15 year, for any new member who 

joins or re-joins CANEGROWERS they will 

receive the full benefits of being a member of 

CANEGROWERS for half price.   

For example the 2014/15 levy is 41.11 cents 

the new member would only pay 20.56 cents 

per tonne for the 2014/15 year and this would 

provide full membership of Canegrowers 

Burdekin and CANEGROWERS Qld plus crop 

compensation cover for both Water and Fire. 

Terms and conditions apply.  Available for a limited time 

only.  One condition being the special 50% discount applies 

to the full levy for new members/tonnage with up to and 

including 40,000 tonnes.  For new members with tonnage 

over 40,000 a special discount will be negotiated. 

 

Update from the Burdekin 

Canegrowers Boardroom – 

Wilmar exiting QSL  

Your board held their monthly meeting on Tuesday 15th April. 

The afternoon of the meeting was set aside to receive a presentation from 

Wilmar in regards to their ―New marketing partnership‖. 

We were slightly surprised when Wilmar arrived with 9 people for the 

presentation.  John Pratt, Wilmar Executive GM, Nth Qld explained they 

wanted to have more Wilmar people involved in the process.    

Perhaps Wilmar was also surprised when our guest George Christensen 

MP arrived to sit in on the presentation.  CBL Chair Phil Marano explained 

George was interested in hearing first-hand what was being proposed. 

John stated the proposal is ―All about what Wilmar is now and is               

becoming ..it is not about QSL.  Growers have said they want a genuine 

partnership  ...this proposal is in answer to that‖.               Continued page 2 

Chair Phil Marano, George Christensen MP, David Lando, Sib Torrisi 

with Wilmar’s Paul Giordani & John Pratt 

*Please note there will be no  

canenews next week 24 April 
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Update from the Burdekin Canegrowers  

Boardroom – Wilmar exiting QSL Continued  

David Burgess stated that the intent is not to have a system that will be more expensive to run  than QSL and that Wilmar    

propose to underwrite the running costs to ensure they are no more than a maximum cost of $2.50 per tonne to run the       

proposed new Joint Marketing Company (JMC). ... this was a new commitment. In regard to a timeline, John advised that the 

proposed JMC would need to be operational by June, 2016. 

Your board raised that what is being put forward  in regard to the governance structure for the proposed  new JMC is back to 

the future as QSL used to have grower representation on their board but CSR wanted a ―skills based board‖. 

John stressed that the goal was to grow the pie for all.  We responded that we do not disagree with that concept but            

unfortunately Wilmar‘s actions to date do not support this.  In initial discussions at the time of Wilmar‘s purchase of Sucrogen, 

Mr Kuok spoke about helping growers reduce costs and particular comments were made around fuel, finance and fertiliser.  

Not only has nothing been forthcoming in these areas but when a simple solution to the fertiliser issue was put forward this 

was not taken up.  This solution was that Wilmar should purchase Ravensdown.   It was stressed to several different Wilmar 

Executives that Wilmar could really make a difference to the price of fertiliser for growers simply by buying Ravensdown      

fertiliser for the Wilmar farms, but this has never occurred and in fact we had been advised recently that Wilmar were now 

locked in to a longer term contract with a competitive supplier. 

It was also stressed that the proposal Wilmar is putting up as a partnership really feels like growers have no choice and there 

is a lot of disappointment with how Wilmar are progressing. 

Overall the presentation was identical to the one provided in Townsville on Tuesday 8 th April, the only additions to the       

presentation being two new slides aimed at explaining sugar marketing pricing.  An overview of the Townsville presentation 

was included on page 2 of last week‘s edition of canenews (here) .  Wilmar advised their next steps are to hold small       

meetings with growers and these would occur between 28 April and 5th May. 

George Christensen MP stated  

“His concerns are on record and the     

announcement by Wilmar to exit 

QSL has shocked a lot of  people.  

He has received numerous calls from 

growers and they have all been      

negative.” 

Chair Phil Marano, George Christensen 

MP, David Lando, Sib Torrisi  

Please note 

there will  be no  

canenews next 

week 24 April  

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/Canenews%20Apr%2011%202014.pdf
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Members of Canegrowers Burdekin are             

encouraged to nominate as a QSL Grower       

Representative  
Nominations close at 5pm on Friday 9th May. 

To download a nomination form click here 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/QSL%20Grower%20Nomination%20Form%202014.pdf
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@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

The CANEGROWERS 
Burdekin App is available by 

scanning the above QR 
code 

SC
A

N
 H

ER
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FORUMS TO DISCUSS STATE DEBT AND 

POSSIBLE ASSET SALES 

THE Queensland Government is holding a series of forums to discuss the State‘s debt 
and possible asset sales to alleviate the debt. The forums are not open to everyone and 
participants will be selected on a random ballot process, a process that has attracted 
some criticism. The Treasurer, Tim Nicholls, will conduct the series of open community 
forums and online virtual town halls. Mr Nicholls said while many and varied viewpoints 
had been brought forward in his civic leader round table meetings; from Cairns to 
Brisbane, Townsville to the Gold Coast, it was universally acknowledged the government 
needed to act urgently in addressing the debt legacy. ―Queenslanders face three choices 
– significantly increase taxes reduced services or sale or lease of some assets,‖ he said. 
Information on the forums is available here. Upcoming regional sessions include: 

 Townsville, May 12 

 

SELF-READING OF WATER METERS TO  

DELIVER IRRIGATOR SAVINGS 

QUEENSLAND farmers are expected to make small savings from a State Government 
program that is seeking to have farmers read their own water meters. A pilot program 
near Bowen has been looking at the self-reading of meters, and the changes are          
expected to apply apply to irrigators within ‗metered entitlement areas‘ who take water 
directly from a bore or watercourse. The program is expected to save farmers the cost of 
have two ‗reads‘ of their meter each year, totalling $120. The process began in October 
2012, and the Department of Natural Resources and Mines estimates that it has       
transferred its ownership of more than 5000 water meters to irrigators across         
Queensland. QFF welcomes the program. QFF looks forward to this initiative being      
extended to other irrigation areas across the state administered by the Department of 
Natural Resources and Mines. Further information is available here. 

CHAIRS FOR HIRE 

CANEGROWERS Project and Training Centre 

$10 plus $0.50 per Chair  

Plus GST 

75 Available  

To book please phone  

4782 1922 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/burdekincane
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
http://www.treasury.qld.gov.au/communityforums
http://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/water/access/water-meters
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Click here for the latest Smartcane BMP Newsletter  

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/Smartcane%20BMP%20Newsletter%20-%20April%202014.pdf
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Media Release 

Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 

The Honourable John McVeigh  

Assistance for farms hit by tropical cyclone Ita 
Famers impacted by Tropical Cyclone Ita will have access to financial support, including concessional loans and freight         
subsidies. 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Minister John McVeigh visited farmers in Bowen, Ingham and Hope Vale and said Category 
B disaster assistance was available in 16 shires under standard Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements. 
―These arrangements provide freight subsidies up to $5,000 and access to concessional loans from QRAA up to $250,000 at an 
interest rate of 1.7 per cent,‖ Mr McVeigh said. 
―Freight subsidies are up to 50 per cent of the cost of transport of livestock, fodder or water for livestock and building or fencing 
equipment or machinery a direct result of the natural disaster.‖ 
The funding is available in the following shires: Burdekin, Cairns, Cassowary Coast, Cook, Douglas, Hinchinbrook, Hope Vale, 
Lockhart River, Mackay, Mareeba, Palm Island, Tablelands, Townsville, Whitsunday, Wujal Wujal and Yarrabah. 
Concessional loans made under NDRRA are to help re-establish the primary production enterprise by covering costs such as: 

 repairing or replacing damaged plant and equipment 

 repairing or replacing buildings 

 purchasing livestock to replace those lost in the disaster event 

 meeting carry-on requirements including: 

 re-planting, restoring or re-establishing areas affected by the disaster event 

 sustenance 

 essential property operations 

 paying rent and rates 

Mr McVeigh said Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry officers continued to work with the state‘s peak farming and 
fishing bodies to assess damage to local farms and fishing businesses in the aftermath of Tropical Cyclone Ita and monitor    
potential flood impacts on coastal farms. 
―It will be some days before the full extent of the cyclone damage is completely assessed but farmers in those areas can apply 
for help if needed,‖ he said. 
 
Affected producers can contact QRAA on 1800 623 946 or visit www.qraa.qld.gov.au 
 
Further details on other assistance to communities impacted by Tropical Cyclone Ita and flooding is available online at 
www.qld.gov.au/community/disasters-emergencies/current-disasters 

The latest CaneClips 

Presented by 
The Professional Extension and Com-

munication Unit 

 
Developing nitrogen efficient cane varieties  

http://www.qraa.qld.gov.au/
http://www.qld.gov.au/community/disasters-emergencies/current-disasters
http://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=cb17e15da4d3e0b768c0ebd00ba0c375de1fc932a6b61fc42b1aa07bd4f25ef674f1268ad67ac380
http://www.youtube.com/embed/LwC_fxCL7Y4
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 Haulout Work Wanted 

Previous experience  

Ph 0477 035 378 

 Farm Work / Haulout Work 

Wanted 

Ph 0417 682 797 

Send through your free job 

listings to 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

Haulout Courses, 

30 April - 8 May, 

contact ag college 

on 1800 888 710 

Landcare Meeting, 

Tuesday 6 May , 

5pm at John Hy 

Peake Room, 

Burdekin Shire 

Council 

 

 

The forecast rain outlook for the next 12 months for Giru is represented below.  To see the latest 

forecast for your postcode click here. 

 

The weather tool provides a seven day forecast for your desired postcode along with a 12 month 

rainfall outlook, SOI information and sea surface temperatures. 

We need your support NOW! 

Contact us and book your place in a group 

or individual workshop 

Sign up here today. 

CANEGROWERS weather update 

REMINDER:  
Each harvest group should advise Wilmar by the end of April of the spokesperson 

for their group.  

Extract from the CBL CSA  5.3    Harvesting Group Spokesperson 
Where the Grower is a member of a Harvesting Group with other Suppliers, the 

Grower will meet with the other Suppliers for the purpose of appointing a Harvest-

ing Group Spokesperson who will act as an agent for the members of the Har-

vesting Group for all discussions and agreements over harvesting issues with Wil-

mar. Where the Harvesting Group fails to appoint a spokesperson and to com-

municate the identity of the Group Spokesperson to Wilmar by the end of April in 

the relevant year, Wilmar may appoint a Harvesting Group Spokesperson from 

that Harvesting Group.   

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/f/Weather/
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TROPICAL CYCLONE ITA  
•          CANEGROWERS participated in the Agriculture Coordination Group pre-cyclone and post-cyclone meetings 

at DAFF Qld last Friday, Sunday and Monday.  This group will meet again early next week to review material 
available as justification for activation of Category C assistance measures to primary producers. 

•         Ron Mullins is coordinating the disaster assistance response and has asked all districts to supply crop and 

infrastructure damage estimates as soon as possible. The sooner estimates and photographic evidence can 
be provided, the more quickly Ron will be able to put the case to government to activate assistance measures.  

•          Our first priority is assisting members who face an immediate and severe economic loss.  Our insurance arm              

  is in place waiting to provide insurance support as and when needed. 
 
 All cyclone updates are being posted as they come to hand to - 
 www.canegrowers.com.au/page/cyclone  

 

BIOSECURITY 
•              Matt Kealley met with Michael O‘Shea (SRA) on biosecurity, R&D funding for nitrogen projects and spray drift. 

 

RED WITCHWEED 
•             Matt Kealley met with Australian Government Department of Agriculture to discuss option for Red Witchweed.  

The Australian Government is establishing a forum to find a mechanism to support the eradication of Red 
Witchweed. 

•          CANEGROWERS discussed the need for a funding mechanism, the limited support from other commodities 

and agricultural departments across Australia and a review of the proposed $4 million budget. 

•          CANEGROWERS stressed that a decision needs to be made before June 2014, so the affected growers in 

Mackay can have some business certainty.  

 

REEF 
•              CANEGROWERS participated in a Reef Alliance teleconference.  Discussion focused on Reef Rescue 2    

  program roll-out. 
 

 

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

For the week ending 18 April 2014 

CANEGROWERS Directors have an intimate knowledge of local 

and regional needs.   

 

CANEGROWERS Directors are growers, just like you, doing 

demanding work for little monetary return.  They understand your 

needs. 

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/cyclone


 

 10 

MEDIA RELEASE 

14 APRIL 2014 

 

Steamrolled: Sugarcane down, but not out 
  
Cyclone Ita tracked along Queensland‘s northern coastline impacting nearly 90% (27.5 million tonnes) of Australia‘s 
sugarcane crop in its wake, but to hugely varying degrees according to peak sugar cane group CANEGROWERS 
today. 
  
The area hardest hit is home to one of Australia‘s largest sugar growing regions; the brunt of the cyclone affecting 
some 10 million tonnes of cane along the north Queensland coast, accounting for nearly 30% of Australia‘s sugar 
production.  
  
With flood waters still up, it is too early to get out and complete a full assessment, but by using anecdotal reports 
from growers scattered across the affected areas, the cane industry is starting to piece together a picture of what the 
industry might find when those floodwaters clear. 
  
Cane growers in north Queensland are predicting tens of millions of dollars in damage after cyclonic winds and 
floods ruined and severely damaged large sections of cane crops, but it is too early to tell just how many millions 
have been lost. 
  
What is clear is that in some of the most affected areas (Mossman, Cairns Region, Ingham), between 70-90% of 
cane has been flattened. Without being able to get out and get full assessments, anecdotal reports have suggested 
the worst hit areas may face district-wide losses of 15-35%. Within these districts there are huge variances, with 
some farms set to lose nearly their entire crop and others only receiving minor damage. 
  
Cane farmers in the Tablelands, the Burdekin, Tully, and Innisfail are also reporting major damage, with many       
describing large sections of their fields as being as "flat as a pancake". The impact of Ita has extended as far south 
as Proserpine and Mackay. 
  
What is not clear is how much of the cane has been ripped out irrevocably by flooding or fierce winds, and how much 
has the potential to start to start standing back up and have more minor production losses if light rains wash the silt 
away and the sun comes out and speeds the recovery potential of the cane. 
  
The lateness of Tropical Ita has been problematic in itself, with the sugarcane harvest almost upon us and an almost 
fully mature crop - and record forecast prospects for at least two FNQ sugar mills. The impact on roads and cane 
railways is also an issue of concern with the harvest only weeks away. 
  
CANEGROWERS will be seeking government intervention to assist those growers who have lost their livelihood.   In 
the meantime, CANEGROWERS is working closely with insurance companies, banks and financial institutions to 
help any of the growers in the area who need immediate assistance. 
  
―The full impact will not become clear until growers have had the opportunity to venture back into devastated fields, 
and possibly until the commencement of harvesting in late June, when the impact of lower productivity resulting from 
broken, shredded and lodged cane can be accurately assessed,‖ says CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri. 
  
―We have to face the cold hard facts.  Many of our sugarcane growers will have a tough time recovering from this 
blow.  We are going into damage control mode, focussing on the individual growers for whom Ita bought an            
immediate and severe economic loss.‖ 

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

For the week ending 18 April 2014 
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Pricing information 
2013 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 11 March 2014 

 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes 

no responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not 

forward price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward 

priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected 

proceeds.  For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the 

Wilmar website.  

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 4 April 2014 

 

Estimated QSL 2013 Pool Prices 

As at 14 March 2014 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is 

updated regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools 

are performing over the current season.   

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $219   

22 August 13* $235   

26 September 13* $256   

24 October 13* $262   

21 November 13* $275   

19 December 13* $284   

23 January 14* $305 77.5% 

20 February 14* $317 82.5% 

20 March 14* $332 85.0% 

24 April 14 $342 87.5% 

22 May 14 $351 90.0% 

26 June 14 $371 95.0% 

Final Payment $391 100% 

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

2014 Season $441 $422 

2015 Season $459 $440 

2016 Season $473 $453 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

% Priced 

QSL Harvest Pool $392 92% 

QSL Discretionary Pool $398 99% 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $410 99% 

QSL Growth Pool $424 93% 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $393 100% 

QSL US Quota Pool $484 76% 

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool $431 99% 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $423 72% 

The Green Pool weekly sugar reports which were 

available to growers via the grower web are now 

available through the CANEGROWERS Burdekin 

website.   

Market reports 
available for 
members 
Exclusive to CANEGROWERS members a free 

market information service is available. 

This service includes: 

 A specially commissioned fortnightly 

CANEGROWERS Market Report prepared for 

CANEGROWERS by Czarnikow Ltd. 

 The daily sugar and currency market analysis In 

the Raw, prepared by Warren Males. 

 The LMC quarterly Sugar Price Forecasting 

Service. 

For more information and to subscribe to the 

service click here. 

QSL daily market reports are available via their 

website www.qsl.com.au.  To view the daily report 

click here. 

http://canegrowersburdekin.com.au/crush-data/green-pool-sugar-reports/
http://canegrowersburdekin.com.au/crush-data/green-pool-sugar-reports/
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/Industry_Centre/grower-centre/Finance_tools/Forecasting_service_for_members/
http://www.qsl.com.au/sugar-prices/daily-market-report
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JAPAN-AUSTRALIA ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP 

AGREEMENT  
The Australian Government has this week concluded the historic Japan-Australia Economic 
Partnership Agreement (JAEPA). Leading a delegation of 500 business and government officials, 
Prime Minister Tony Abbott has visited key trading partners over the past week, most notably Japan, 
South Korea and more recently China. The conclusion of JAEPA has brought about mixed reactions 
from the Australian agricultural sector, with the agreement appearing to be positive for Australian 
beef, horticulture and seafood. However, much is left to be desired within the dairy, sugar, grains, 
pork and rice sectors, which have received no improvement—or marginal improvement—in terms of 
market access and comprehensive tariff elimination.   
  
Securing a comprehensive deal for agriculture is always a highly challenging area for trade 
negotiations. In the lead up to JAEPA, Australian officials outlined that they had to be flexible and 
constructive when approaching the sensitivities surrounding certain 

Japanese products. Ultimately, Japan had indicated to Australian officials that the agreement should 
avoid any adverse effects on Japanese agriculture. However, as complex and prolonged as these 
negotiations are, the NFF and members will continue to call on the government for stronger more 
holistic trade agreements, particularly in the lead up to a possible finalisation with China and the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) in the years to come. 
  
The NFF understands that there is a government commitment to review the agreement in five years, 
and welcomes this as a good opportunity to continue to improve the deal‘s arrangements. In the lead 
up to this review, the NFF would like to see a reduction of tariffs for the sectors that have missed out 
in the JAEPA, most notably dairy, sugar, grains, pork and rice. As such, the NFF will continue to 
work with industry and government to ensure advocacy efforts are focused on commercially 
meaningful trade agreements for all commodities and sectors across the industry. For more, read 
our release here.  
 

FINALISATION OF KOREA FTA AND MOVING 

AHEAD WITH CHINA 
Not only has this week seen the government concluding an historical agreement with Japan, but 
Prime Minister Tony Abbott has officially signed the Korea-Australia Free Trade Agreement in Seoul. 
Tony Abbott, alongside his delegates, are now in China to accelerate a free trade agreement with 
Australia‘s major trading partner, China. The Prime Minister yesterday addressed key decision 
makers and government officials at the Boao Forum for Asia in China. In his address, Abbott outlined 
the importance of establishing close regional ties, explaining that as a collective GDP of $15 trillion, 
the world‘s economic and geo-political centre of gravity had definitely shifted towards the region.   
  
His address highlighted the many strengths of Australia on an economic, environmental, educational 
and social level. In light of this, the NFF has welcomed the commitment from the Australian 
Government to build a stronger partnership with China, and hope that these developments will 
equate to a good deal for Australian farmers and agribusiness in the future. With much talk 
surrounding a possible acceleration of a trade agreement with China, the NFF and members will 
continue to focus efforts on minimal exclusion of products and a comprehensive tariff reduction 
across the board.   
 

NFF PRESIDENT BRENT FINLAY JOINS WFO 

BOARD 
Following the recent World Farmers‘ Organisation (WFO) General Assembly in Buenos Aires, NFF 
President Brent Finlay has accepted his position as a Director on the WFO Board. Brent will be 
joined by key representatives from other peak farming bodies across the globe. Furthermore, the 
General Assembly brought together over 600 individuals from the international agricultural space – 
including representatives from farming bodies, corporate organisations, governments, NGOs and 
academics to discuss the big ticket policy issues affecting agriculture.   
cts and a comprehensive tariff reduction across the board.   

NOTHING SWEET ABOUT A NATIONAL HONEY 

SHORTAGE 
Production of honey this season has been very difficult and Australian beekeepers are facing 
production losses of between 50% and 90%. Australian honey producers are encouraging customers 
to bear with them until production returns to normal levels. Tough times such as these are an 
opportunity to emphasis messages on how important bees and Australian beekeepers are to the 
broader pollination of our food supply. The National Farmers' Federation has provided a submission 
to the Senate Inquiry into the 'Future of the beekeeping and pollination service industries in 
Australia'. 
 

QFF & 
NFF 

Updates 

CANEGROWERS 

is an active 

member of 

National Farmers‘ 

Federation (NFF) 

and Queensland 

Farmers 

Federation 

(QFF) , a 

partnership 

through which we 

have been able to 

concentrate and 

leverage 

influence in areas 

of importance to 

the cane 

industry.  As part 

of a range of 

services, NFF & 

QFF provides a 

range of 

information, 

including weekly 

cross-commodity 

updates.   

http://www.nff.org.au/read/4488/historic-agreement-with-japan-falls-short.html
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LINC ENERGY CHARGED FOR ALLEGEDLY BREACHING  

ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS 

THE Department of Environment and Heritage Protection has charged Linc Energy Limited with causing serious environmen-
tal harm. The charges followed a nine-month investigation in relation to the company‘s pilot Underground Coal Gasification 
(UCG) plant near Chinchilla. The State Government released the information late on Friday, as Cyclone Ita approached the 
Queensland coast, and did not detail what the charges or the environmental harm are. ―We take matters such as these very 
seriously and there are severe penalties for companies or individuals that fail to meet our high environmental standards,‖ En-
vironment and Heritage Protection Minister, Andrew Powell, said. A different UCG company, Cougar Energy, has previously 
been fined for releasing chemicals into groundwater supplies. The two UCG technology pilot trials in Queensland are both 
entering a decommissioning phase. 

QFF SEEKING ENTRY LEVEL POLICY OFFICER 

THE Queensland Farmers‘ Federation has an opportunity for a recent university graduate, final year or 
penultimate year student to join our small team in the role of Policy Officer. Working across three of      
Australia‘s leading representative bodies in the chicken production industry, the successful candidate will 
be responsible for providing policy and administrative support to executive members in the form of         
industry research, proposal and policy submission writing, development and execution of organisational 
communications strategies, and general administration. We are looking for someone with an interest in 
agriculture; a tertiary qualification in the area of Agricultural Science / Environmental Science / Econom-
ics / Public Policy / Communications or similar (final year and penultimate year students are encouraged 
to apply); good time management skills; efficient and mature communication skills; initiative; and flexibility 
to work in a team and autonomously as required. To apply send your cover letter and resume to        
qfarmers@qff.org.au by April 17. 

TROPICAL CYCLONE ITA DAMAGE ASSESSMENT UNDERWAY 

FARMERS and industry groups are busy assessing the damaging from Tropical Cyclone Ita, even as the system continues to 

track down the Queensland coast and out to sea, causing flooding and wind damage to crops, pastures, and infrastructure. Early 

reports are for some significant damage to sugar cane,  banana and other horticultural crops in Far North Queensland, but on a 

lesser scale than that  experienced after cyclones Larry and Yasi. Indications are that a lot of the damage is associated with 

large volumes of rain and flooding, as well as some direct wind damage. QFF is working with members and other industry       

partners this week to assess the full extent of the damage and the response to the event. Links to disaster activations and        

assistance will soon be available via the QFF home page. 

  

REVIEW OF RENEWABLE ENERGY TARGETS 
The Expert Panel conducting the Review of the Renewable Energy Target (RET) has called for submissions on issues relevant 

to the review. A short issues paper has been released and further details can be found at the Prime Minister and Cabinet web-

site here.  Submissions are due on the 15th May 2014. Please contact Tony Maher tmaher@nff.org.au to provide any feedback 

NOMINATE FOR THE RETURN TO WORK AWARDS 2014 

NOMINATIONS in the Return to Work Awards 2014 are open, offering the opportunity to recognise successes in rehabilitation 
and return to work. The awards recognise excellence in the following categories: 

 Employer 

 Injured worker 

 Rehabilitation and return to work coordinator 

 Health provider 

Case manager. 
Judges may also present an Innovation Award in recognition of an innovation that has demonstrated improvements in outcomes 
for injured workers, business and/or the workers‘ compensation industry. Winners share in $10,000 prize money and promote a 
strong return to work culture by sharing their initiatives and experiences at the award ceremony. For all the information you need 
to nominate yourself or someone else, including guidelines in relation to eligibility and assessment criteria, go to the Awards 
website. 

mailto:qfarmers@qff.org.au
http://www.qff.org.au/
http://retreview.dpmc.gov.au/
mailto:tmaher@nff.org.au
http://qcomp.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d3813cd8c80e81c1551eef323&id=256aa1b976&e=1cb4585a7c
http://qcomp.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=d3813cd8c80e81c1551eef323&id=5a404e363c&e=1cb4585a7c
http://qcomp.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=d3813cd8c80e81c1551eef323&id=5a404e363c&e=1cb4585a7c


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

PROJECT 

& TRAINING 

CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

Office Open By Appointment  

4782 1922 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Gary Halliday SmartCane BMP Facilitator 0438 747 596 

Michelle Andrews Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

 

CANEGROWERS’ leadership has earned the 

respect of community, industry and 

government for its persistence and 

professionalism.  The Burdekin’s local and 

regional leadership is complemented  by 

CANEGROWERS’ leadership at national and 

international levels. 

Do you know of any stories that should be in 

canenews? 

Contact us today with the details 


