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CANE AUDITING 

The Cane Auditors 2013 Season Report back meeting was held 
today to discuss any issues that may have arisen during the 2013 
crush.  
 
Along with the grower organisation Managers the meeting was 
attended by each Mill’s Cane Auditor Workplace Co-ordinator and 
Advanced Auditor, Wilmar Production Managers, Laboratory Co-
ordinators, Cane Transport Operations Manager and Grower 
Relations Manager.  CANEGROWERS Burdekin were represented by 
Managers Debra Burden and Wayne Smith along with Board 
Director Owen Menkens. 
 
Each Auditor presented a report on the season’s audit activities at 
their particular site and raised any issues for discussion with 
recommendations for attention by the maintenance system where 
required. 
 
Other issues that attracted discussion were in relation to deficient 
consignment notes and allocation of correct trip numbers that can 
impact on the cut to crush elapsed time of harvested cane. 

 

CANEGROWERS Insurance Regional  Manager Helen Napier 
will be leaving us tomorrow. 
 
Helen  has been an integral part of the CANEGROWERS team 
and will be missed by staff and members alike.  We wish her 
well in her new role as Zurich Area Manager North Qld.  

CBL Chairman Phil Marano farewells Helen Napier 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin  

Annual General Meeting  

is to be held on Thursday 21st November,  

7pm at CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill. 

 

The Annual Report has been  

emailed to members and a hard copy will be 

mailed to each member. 

https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight  
on all issues affecting cane farmers businesses 

Below is a summary of just some of the actions undertaken by your CANEGROWERS Queensland in the past week to help you and the 
cane industry.   Current as at 29 October 2013 

Electricity 
 Paul Schembri, Allan Dingle, Rajinder Singh and 

Warren Males met with Minister McArdle and some of 
his key advisors.  The meeting was very positive and 
constructive. 

 We made the case for the “food and fibre” tariffs: 

 Producers are not contributing to critical peak of urban 
and industrial use, but are being asked to pay for it. 

 Irrigators can be a separate class of tariff. 

 There should be a worthwhile off peak tariff price 
differential. 

 Minister McArdle gave assurances that he understands 
the issues at hand and our concerns, and has agreed 
to meet with us again in December.   

 In the meantime the electricity committee will meet 
early next month to discuss these issues with QCA 
Chairman, Malcolm Roberts, and Ergon CEO, Ian 
McLeod.  Senior staff from Minister McArdle’s office 
will also participate in that meeting. 

Trade 
 ASA agreed to send a letter to the Prime Minister 

regarding the imperative to fully include sugar in the 
TPP.  CANEGROWERS will be increasing public 
messaging around the industry’s campaign to achieve 
this. 

Australian Sugar Industry Alliance 
 At the ASA meeting, CANEGROWERS made it clear 

that we are continuing to work through the 
implementation issues associated with the Green Pool 
“Grower Title” proposal. 

 Both CANEGROWERS and millers agreed the 
imperative of a long term stable platform for marketing 
arrangements. 

 Matt Kealley presented to the ASA board on fertiliser 
rates and the political/policy pressure from Australian 
Government, Queensland Government, reef 
researchers and WWF for cane to move to fertiliser 
rates based on block yield production rates.  This issue 
has gained considerable traction in the last few months 
and is being driven by Reef Plan water quality targets 
and the UNESCO review of the Great Barrier Reef’s 
world heritage status, due early 2014. 

 Options were provided to ASA, together with an 
outcome recommending a nitrogen forum involving 
stakeholders and interested parties to look at R&D 
around nitrogen use efficiency. 

NFF Economics Committee 
 CANEGROWERS participated in the National Farmers 

Federation Economics Committee meeting and will 
participate in a working group developing an NFF 
policy proposal around foreign ownership of 
agricultural land and the infrastructure associated with 
marketing and logistics. 

Japanese Consul and newspaper 
 CANEGROWERS provided a briefing to the Vice-

Consul and a correspondent for the Japanese 
newspaper, NIKKEI, on the TPP and FTA with Japan. 

Water 
 Minister McArdle has agreed to take a second look at 

the calculation and operation of the rebate that will limit 
price rises to $2 + CPI in the three affected schemes. 

Agricultural Minister’s Advisory 

Group 
 Ron Mullins participated in the industry skills advisory 

group meeting which considered skills innovation and 
relevance to the outcomes of the Queensland Plan, 
including; capacity of teaching and quality of agricul-
ture/agribusiness education; school and teacher en-
gagement in agricultural careers; and migration issues 
around recruitment and retention of labour.   

Marketing 
 This week’s RSSA working group meeting resolved the 

outstanding implementation issues associated with 
marketing Option B.  The revised RSSA is now with 
lawyers to prepare a final draft. 

Biosecurity  
 A biosecurity meeting is scheduled for 28 October to 

plan how the Australian sugar industry manages 
biosecurity into the next five years.   

 Discussion will focus on EPPRD, the industry 
biosecurity plan, on-farm biosecurity, plant and 
machinery movements, approval of varieties, current 
government roles, PHA’s role, the Queensland 
Government Biosecurity Bill, risks and pathways for 
exotics and endemics/established, and RD&E needs. 
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CANEGROWERS’ leadership has earned the respect of community, 
industry and government for its persistence and professionalism.   
The Burdekin’s local and regional leadership is complemented  by 

CANEGROWRS’ leadership at national and international levels. 

Red witchweed 
 Day 100 of the Red Witchweed Response has been reached. 

 There continues to be four properties under movement restrictions for red witchweed in Mackay. 

 A total of 204 properties have been identified as requiring investigation (this figure includes the four properties under 
movement restrictions). 

 Surveillance has been completed on 166 of these properties, covering more than 12,000 hectares. 

 Harvest has been completed on three of the infested properties, with the final property expected to be completed in the 
coming weeks. 

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight  
on all issues affecting cane farmers businesses 

National Working Party for Pesticide Application (NWPPA)  
 The NWPPA is working to bring a national, coordinated technical approach to spray drift issues. 

 The facilitates program aims to improved pesticide drift risk assessment, best pesticide application practices and 
reduces the need for the use of large regulated mandatory downwind buffer distances.  This has particular relevance for 
2,4-D in sugarcane.  

 CANEGROWERS sits on the executive committee. 

Carbon Tax  
 CANEGROWERS has provided a submission to the Federal Government’s exposure draft legislation on the Carbon Tax 

Repeal, supporting the removal of the carbon tax.  The CANEGROWERS submission identifies that the carbon tax has 
inflated farm input prices, which has reduced profitability of the sector. The lost income due to higher input prices has 
been estimated by the Australian Farm Institute (AFI) to cost the sugarcane industry $20 milion over the three years of 
the carbon tax’s operation.  Due to the trade exposure of the sugarcane industry, the higher prices of farm inputs cannot 
be passed on to consumers. In 2013/14 alone, the carbon tax is expected to cost the industry $8.5 million in lost income 
– primarily due to higher farm input prices. This lost income is paid for by sugarcane farmers in the form of lower wages, 
lower retained earnings, lower return on investment or increases in productivity.  Analysis included in the submission by 
AFI and CANEGROWERS shows that all farmers are negatively impacted, but irrigators are particularly worse off due to 
the higher reliance on energy to apply water for irrigation.   CANEGROWERS will continue to work with the Federal 
Government to ensure that the carbon tax is removed and farm input prices can be reduced.  

Workplace Health and Safety Queensland is investigating a fatal 

incident that occurred on Monday 28 October 2013 at a shade sail 

business in Townsville. 

A man died after falling while fixing an anchor point for a shade sail 

to a 5.25 metre high roof. 

Could this happen anywhere your employees are working? 

This alert is a reminder for you and your organisation to consider the 

effectiveness of your safety management systems in preventing an 

incident like this from occurring at a workplace. 

For information on workplace health and safety visit the Workplace 

Health and Safety Queensland website at www.worksafe.qld.gov.au. 

http://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/
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CANEGROWERS Transport and Road safety Committee met via a 
teleconference on Thursday 24th October. Their first administrative 
duty was to elect a new chairperson following the retirement from 
the position by Tony Castro- Bundaberg. The new chair is Kevin 
Borg who farms in the Plane Creek area. 
 
The committee was updated on current road safety issues from 
district representatives across the state. Local reps Gary Halliday 
and Gary Stockham commented on the increase in vehicular 
accidents involving cane harvesters, haul-outs and tractors with 
various causal factors including fatigue, insufficient safety signage 
and lighting. They also updated the committee on trials of cane bin 
modification (increased capacity) being performed by Wilmar Sugar 
in the Burdekin area. Gary Halliday reported that it was pleasing to 
see contractors following the new cane bin loading guidelines that 
has significantly reduced cane billet spillage this year. 
 
CANEGROWERS has made two major submissions and sent a series 
of letters to the Queensland Government on reform of transport 
regulations. 
 
The committee discussed key requests for regulatory reform that 
were highlighted in the Agricultural Transport Blueprint. The 
Department of Agriculture has been very receptive to these reform 
ideas from the sugar industry and this will certainly assist with 
further discussions between Canegrowers and the Department of 
Transport and Main Roads. 

NEW CHAIR FOR STATE 

TRANSPORT AND ROAD 

SAFETY COMMITTEE 

The Land Valuation Act 2010 (the Act) requires that the Valuer-
General undertake an annual valuation of all land in a local 
government area except in unusual circumstances or after 
consideration of: 

 a market survey report for the local government area which 
reviews sales of land and the probable impact of the sales on 
the value of land since the last annual valuation, and 

 the results of consultation with the local government for the 
area and appropriate local and industry groups. 

 
The Acting Valuer-General has recently written to CANEGROWERS 
to advise which councils will be revalued in 2014.  The Burdekin 
district will not be revalued in 2014. 
 
In local government areas where new valuations are not issued in 
2014 the most recent annual valuation would remain effective for 
rating, land tax and state land rental purposes until the next annual 
valuation is undertaken. 

LAND VALUATIONS IN 2014 

FUEL TAX CREDIT RATES 

The Australian Tax Office is encouraging consumers to check fuel 
tax credit rates each time they claim, as rates regularly change and 
vary, depending on what fuel you use and the activity you use it in.  
The rate to be used is the rate on the date when the fuel was 
purchased not the date when you are calculating the fuel tax 
credits.  
 
The fuel tax credit rate for standard bends from 1 July 2013 are: 

Visit the ATO website www.ato.gov.au/fueltaxcreditrates for the 
latest rates, or to use the fuel tax credit calculator. 

Business use Eligible blended 

fuel 

Rate for fuel 

acquired from  

1 July 2013 

Specified off-road 
activities in: 
agriculture 
fishing 
forestry. 

B5 38.143 

B20 38.143 

E10 38.143 

E85 5.72145 

EDUCATION 

BURSARY 

COMPETITION  
Agsafe is providing two eligible entrants a chance to win $2500 
each towards their studies in the agricultural field.  Entrants are to 
complete the online application form and submit a 500 word essay 
on how Agsafe and its programs benefit the farming industry and 
wider community. 
 
 Applications close 20 December 2013, with winners expected to 
be announced in January next year. For more information, visit the 
Agsafe website www.agsafe.com.au/bursary. 

WOMEN IN SUGAR BURDEKIN 
Women In Sugar Burdekin (WISB) are a group of women involved in 
the cane industry including cane farmers and industry personnel 
who meet once a month to discuss issues important to the 
industry. 
 
The (WISB) meeting held in September included a run down on 
basic first aid around the farm, with more guest speakers 
scheduled later in the year on Workplace Health & Safety and a 
tour of Delta and BRIA areas on water quality. 
 
All women involved in the cane industry at any level are invited to 
attend the meetings.  The next meeting is to be held on Wednesday 
the 13th November at CANEGROWERS Building, 141 Young Street, 
Ayr.  Contact Kimberley Mallon on  0427 624 561. 

http://www.ato.gov.au/fueltaxcreditrates
http://www.agsafe.com.au/bursary
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PRICING INFORMATION 
2013 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 4 October 2013 

 

* paid 

+ scheduled 

 
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 
responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not 
forward price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward 
priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected 
proceeds.  For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on 
the Wilmar website.  

 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 31 October 2013 

 
 

 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 11 October 2013 

See www.qslcom.au for more information 

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $219   

22 August 13* $235   

26 September 13* $256   

24 October 13 $262   

21 November 13 $273   

19 December 13 $283   

23 January 14 $303 77.5% 

20 February 14 $313 80.0% 

20 March 14 $323 82.5% 

24 April 14 $333 85.0% 

22 May 14 $352 90.0% 

26 June 14 $372 95.0% 

Final Payment $391 100% 

  Gross Net 

2013 Season $417 $393 

2014 Season $437 $413 

2015 Season $458 $434 

2016 Season $474 $450 

 $/Tonne IPS GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $404 

QSL Discretionary Pool $400 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $411 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $393 

QSL US Quota Pool $472 

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool $431 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $426 
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If you wish to place a classified, email 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

with the details to be put in the next edition of the 

canenews 

Free of charge to members 

CHAIRS FOR HIRE 
 

CANEGROWERS Project 

and Training Centre 

 

$10 plus $0.50 per Chair  

Plus GST 

75 Available  

 

To book please phone  

4782 1922 

http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/page/Growing_cane/Library/Videos/ 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

BPS Shed Meetings 
See last week’s canenews 

 
5 November 

LBLCA (Landcare) Meeting 
5.00pm 

John Hy Peake Room, Burdekin Shire Council 
 

8 November 
Inkerman Cane Growers AGM 

3.00pm 
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 

 
9 November 

CORES Suicide Intervention Course 
9.00am - 5.00pm 

Burdekin Neighbourhood Centre 
Bookings essential, ph 0427 455 313 

 
 

 

21 November 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin  

Members Only AGM 
7.00pm 

CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 
Guest Speakers: 
Brendan Stewart 

CANEGROWERS CEO 
Paul Schembri 

CANEGROWERS Chairman 

Inkerman Cane Growers 
Organisation Ltd 

 

Annual General Meeting 
 

The AGM will be held 3.00pm  

on Friday 8 November 2013 
at CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 

Landcare Nursery  

on Kennedy Street open to 

the public this Saturday 

2nd November 

http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/page/Growing_cane/Library/Videos/
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Disclaimer 
 
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” means 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our directors, officers, agents and 
employees. This newsletter has been compiled in good faith by CBL . 
Although we do our very best to present information that is correct and 
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or representations about the 
suitability, reliability, currency or accuracy of the information we present in 
this newsletter, for any purposes. 
 
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be excluded, we 
accept no responsibility for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred by 
you as a result of the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole responsibility and 
risk associated with the use and results of the information appearing in this 
newsletter, and you agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, or in connection 
with the use of this newsletter. We recommend that you contact CBL 
before acting on any information provided in this newsletter. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

HEAD OFFICE 
141 Young Street, Ayr 
Office Hours  Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm                                             4790 3600 
Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                         bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 
4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 
4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Palmer Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE  
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 
Office Open By Appointment 

 
 

4782 1922 

Gary Halliday Cane BMP Project Officer 0438 747 596 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano marano@bigpond.com 

Chair 

0404 004 371 

David Lando david@landoandsons.com.au 

Deputy Chair 

0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

CANEGROWERS BURDEKIN LIMITED 
 

NOTICE OF  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
Members of CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited are 

invited to attend the Annual General Meeting of their 
Company: 

 
Where:  CANEGROWERS Hall, 68 Tenth Street HOME 

HILL 
 

When:  Thursday 21 November 2013 at 7.00pm 
 

Guest Speakers: 
Brendan Stewart 

CANEGROWERS CEO 
Paul Schembri 

CANEGROWERS Chairman 

Wilmar are in the process of reviewing the consignment notes with 
a view to adopting the one format to be used in all eight of Wilmar 
Mills.  
 
There will be provision for time harvested on the new consignment 
note and growers are encouraged to ensure that haul out drivers 
are entering the time of commencement for harvesting. 
 
Wilmar also intend to conduct training with logistics and traffic 
officers to improve their understanding of the trip number system. 
 
The accuracy of crop estimates, farm block and paddock data also 
was discussed and for next season Wilmar have agreed to mail out 
the information prior to season commencement with a request that 
growers review the information and advise their Logistics Officer of 
any inaccuracies. 
 
Also an update on the establishment of the Burdekin Cane Auditing 
Services Company was provided by Wilmar Grower Relations 
Manager Peter Allen.  The Company is being established to employ 
and train the Cane Auditors and sees the culmination of several 
years of negotiations and planning to get to this stage. The 
expectation is that it should be established by the end of this year 
and operational ready for the employment and training of cane 
auditors from next season.   
 
Wilmar announced today that the Miller Director nominees will be 
Paul Turnbull and Tracey Garzotto .  The nominees for Grower 
Directors will be Dean Sgroi and Owen Menkens.  

CANE AUDITING CONTINUED 
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DAFF Weekly Australian, Climate, Water and Agricultural 

Update: 

Key updates: 

 Bushfires across eastern NSW have burnt out significant 

areas of bushland, forests and farmland. 

 Heavy rainfall in excess of 25mm was recorded in 

southern VIC and SA which may delay the start of the grain 
harvest in some regions. 

 BOM’s seasonal outlook predicts a higher than average, 

hot and dry November 13 – January 14 period for north-
eastern Australia. 

 Water storage levels in the Murray-Darling Basin have 

decreased by 144 gigalitres this week to 82 per cent of total 
capacity. 

 In the week ending 22 October, the world indicator price 

averaged canola at US$524 a tonne and sugar at US19.3 
cents a pound. 

Saleyard lamb prices fell in most states in the week ending 
18 October. 

For more, visit the ABARES website here.   

Treasurer: Investing in productive infrastructure, a 

priority. 

The NFF has issued a media release welcoming the 
comments made by the federal Treasurer Joe Hockey this 
week, focusing on the need to grow Australia’s economy by 
investing in productive infrastructure. Such comments have 
been received as a positive sign from the new Treasurer that 
the Government would focus on nation building to help 
restore the economy and improve the state of Australia’s 
budget bottom line.  

The focus on restoring Australia’s budget to surplus has 
resulted in a tight fiscal environment over the past few years 
– an environment that has constrained the opportunities for 
Australia’s growth industries, like agriculture, to harness their 
full potential. In particular, the Treasurer’s comments about 
the need to harness public sector savings and work in 
partnership with private sector investment is welcomed by 
the industry. Given agriculture is one of the most productive 
sectors in the country – the NFF believes this would be a 
smart investment by the Government, ensuring our sector is 
well placed to capitalise on the demand for the expected 
food and fibre expected boom. 

For more, read our media release here.  

Ask a WeedSmart Expert 

‘Weedsmart’ is an industry-led initiative that aims to enhance 
on-farm practices and promotes the long term, sustainable 
use of herbicides in Australian agriculture. As part of the 
initiative, a series of nine ‘Ask a WeedSmart Expert’ articles 
(one each month) will discuss themes or topics related to 
managing herbicide resistance.  

This month’s article is based on the Harrington Seed 
Destructor with grain grower and inventor, Ray Harrington. 
Individuals are encouraged to ask questions about the 
Harrington Seed Destructor using Twitter @WeedSmartAU 
or the Weedsmart website, with questions answered online, 
via the interactive blog.  

Workforce study: Ag needs more skilled workers 

The NFF has this week welcomed the release of the 
Australian Workforce and Productivity Agency’s (AWPA’s) 
Food and beverage workforce study, which has indicated 
that there are severe labour and skill shortages within the 
agricultural and wider food sector.  

The report adds weight to what the NFF has been long 
saying – that agriculture as a whole needs more skilled 
workers, and that achieving this will require greater 
collaboration across the entire education and agricultural 
industries. The lack of skilled workers in agriculture and 
across the wider sector has emerged as a key issue for the 
industry. In particular, we welcome one of the key 
recommendations from the AWPA report, which is to develop 
a national coordinating body for driving industry workforce 
development. We intend to work closely with this body as it 
is developed, ensuring close integration between it and the 
NFF’s National Workforce Development Plan.  

Furthermore, the AWPA report acknowledges one of the 
NFF’s key concerns – the lack of robust data that currently 
exists around workforce development needs of agriculture. 
By filling in the data gaps, this will help AWPA, the NFF and 
others – through the coordinating body – to find key solutions 
to the issues facing the agricultural workforce, ensuring it is 
ready to capitalise on opportunities ahead.  

For more, read our media release here.  

2050 Committee teleconference 

This week, the NFF 2050 Committee held a teleconference 
to discuss key priorities for the new Government. The 
Committee outlined priority areas for policy focus and 
investment to inform the new Government’s commitments on 
an agriculture white paper; research, development and 
extension; telecommunications; infrastructure and rural 
health. The Committee also discussed emerging matters 
with the use of drones on farms and Tier 4 engines 
becoming standard for international machinery 
manufacturers at a cost to Australian farmers. 

Conservation Tillage Refundable Tax Offset ending early  

As part of the repeal of the Carbon Tax, the Australian 
Government also intends to discontinue the Conservation 
Tillage Refundable Tax Offset, as of 1 July 2014. This would 
finish the scheme a year earlier than expected. The proposed 
changes will not affect applicants wishing to access the scheme 
in this financial year (2013-14). Further information is available 
on the Department of Agriculture website here. 

National Farmers’ FederationNational Farmers’ FederationNational Farmers’ Federation———UpdateUpdateUpdate   

http://www.daff.gov.au/abares/publications/weekly_update
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4281/treasurer-confirms-investing-in-productive-infrastructure.html
http://www.weedsmart.org.au/category/ask-a-weedsmart-expert/
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4279/workforce-study-finds-ag-needs-more.html
http://www.daff.gov.au/climatechange/carbonfarmingfutures/rto
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Queensland Farmers’ FederationQueensland Farmers’ FederationQueensland Farmers’ Federation———UpdateUpdateUpdate   

REEF SCIENCE FORUM BUILDS MOMENTUM FOR REEF 

RESCUE 2 

SCIENTISTS and land managers from across Queensland 
gathered in Townsville last week for the final in a series of 
Great Barrier Reef regional science forums hosted by the 
North Queensland Dry Tropics Natural Resource 
Management body and the Reef and Rainforest Research 
Centre. The forum positioned the ground work for delivery of 
the Australian government’s Reef Rescue 2 program, which 
will build on the work of the last five years of Reef Rescue in 
improving the water quality of the Great Barrier Reef 
catchment.  Over 70 participants, representing the 
Queensland and Australian government, research 
institutions, industry and community groups and regional 
natural resource management bodies attended. QFF 
attended the forum and heard discussions on the current 
health of the Great Barrier Reef catchment, existing and 
emerging threats to reef ecosystems caused by recent flood 
plumes, and how agricultural industries can implement best 
management practices to ensure that the impact of nutrients, 
pesticides and sediment runoff are minimised. The 
Australian government’s funding for Reef Rescue 2 means 
that more resources are now available to assist landholders 
with improving their land management practices. 

SENATOR BIRMINGHAM VISIT TO QUEENSLAND 

MURRAY-DARLING 

QFF attended a meeting with Parliamentary Secretary to 
Minister for the Environment, Simon Birmingham, in St 
George last week. Farmers from the St George and 
Dirranbandi areas also attended and the Senator also visited 
Goondiwindi. Irrigator representatives raised with Mr 
Birmingham the likely socioeconomic impacts of recovering 
100 gigalitres in the Lower Balonne and raised questions 
about recovery of additional water in their area for 
downstream requirements. They were particularly concerned 
about the impact of continuing to buy back of entitlements, 
particularly on Dirranbandi and other smaller towns. They 
favoured on farm water use efficiency funding that allows 
irrigators to retain half of the water savings. Additional issues 
raised included more localised investigations into the social 
and economic impacts of water recovery, and improved 
conversion of overland flow entitlements to allow the 
Commonwealth to proceed with water recovery. The conduct 
of the science review was discussed and Aboriginal 
representatives presented a case for the recognition of their 
cultural water needs. 

 NATIONAL WATER COMMISSION WORKSHOP 

QFF attended a workshop in Cairns last week to discuss 
issues with the implementation of national water reforms as 
part of the National Water Commission’s (NWC) Triennial 
Assessment. The Commission is not just assessing progress 
but also the impact the reforms are having. The workshop 
confirmed that significant progress had been made in 
securing water entitlements and initiating water trading. 
Progress had also been made with the implementation of 
water pricing and protections had been put place for 
environmental flows in all major catchments. It was also 
agreed that there was still some way to go with the 
implementation of reforms but there was now greater 
opportunity to prioritise activities rather than continue with 
implementation of the reforms on state-wide basis. A number 
of emerging issues were identified, including water quality 
issues in selected catchments. The workshop also discussed 
how water policy reform interfaced with other significant 
issues including energy, landscape management and urban 
and mining development. The NWC is also conducting 
workshops in Albury and Perth as well as meeting with each 
of the state governments. Submissions are due on 
November 15. 

Mark Whitten 

our Ravensdown  

Account Manager  

 

Call Mark on 0437 748 856  

to start saving money now! 

 

DRY CONDITIONS PERSIST 

THE year 2013 in Australia is set to be the hottest on record. 
The Bureau of Meteorology has told QFF that Queensland 
can expect a hot summer with no strong push away from 
average numbers this storm season. Queensland drought 
conditions are likely to keep widening at least until January. 
ENSO indicators such as the Southern Oscillation Index 
(SOI) and tropical cloud patterns have remained at neutral 
levels with a slight movement to EL Nino which is likely to 
remain that way until early next year.  Queensland farmers 
have been told to expect a warmer and drier than normal 
season for all of Queensland. 


