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BURDEKIN CRUSH COMPLETE 

With the final two mills crushing out on  Wednesday the 2013 Burdekin crushing season has drawn to a close.   

 

Invicta Mill was the first to finish on the 9 October, followed by Pioneer Mill on the 17 October and Inkerman Mill and 

Kalamia Mill finished crushing Wednesday of this week.  CANEGROWERS Burdekin wish to thank the Mill Mangers and 

their teams for a job well done.   

* Please note some of the data provided are not yet final yet represent reasonable estimates - notably IPS sugar, 

molassess and availabilities may vary by 0.1%. 

2013 Burdekin crush details 

Total Cane Harvested (tonnes) 7,292,861 

Cane crushed at Invicta Mill 2,547,957 tonnes      35% 

Cane crushed at Pioneer Mill 1,575,761 tonnes      22% 

Cane crushed at Kalamia Mill 1,487,499 tonnes      20%  

Cane crushed at Inkerman Mill 1,681,644 tonnes      23% 

Average CCS 14.61 

Average Fibre 15.5 

Total Sugar produced  (IPS tonnes) 1,090,000 

Total Molasses 250,500 

Average hourly crushing rate of all Mills (tonnes) 2,529 

Total Mill Reliability/Availability 90.1 

Reliability rate for Invicta Mill 86.8 

Reliability rate for Pioneer Mill 93.2 

Reliability rate for Kalamia Mill 91.7 

Reliability rate for Inkerman Mill 91.4 

Area of cane land harvested (hectares) 71,403 

Number of Harvesting Groups 111 

Lost time to wet weather  0.7 

https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
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CANEGROWERS’ leadership has earned the 
respect of community, industry and government 

for its persistence and professionalism.   
The Burdekin’s local and regional leadership is 

complemented  by CANEGROWRS’ leadership at 
national and international levels. 

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight  
on all issues affecting cane farmers businesses 

Below is a summary of just some of the actions undertaken by your CANEGROWERS Queensland in the past week to help you and the 
cane industry.   Current as at 22 October 2013 

Chairman address to Rural Press 
Club resounding success 
 Paul Schembri addressed the Rural Press Club in Brisbane 

last Friday before a packed room of sugar, industry and 
agricultural stakeholders. He gave a well-received summary 
of the state of play in the sugarcane industry, before going on 
to tackle some of the big issues for the industry’s public 
perception.  He told the crowd about the damaging impact of 
unnecessary and impractical regulations and how the 
industry was moving to take back control through the 
Sugarcane BMP. He and also spoke passionately against the 
toxic sugar movement, which has reared its head in the past 
couple of years. 

Marketing - RSSA 
 The QSL Raw Sugar Supply Agreement (RSSA) is nearing 

finalisation QSL has received and responded to comments 
from mills and their legal teams.  QSL advises there are few 
outstanding issues. 

 As part of the review process, CANEGROWERS have raised 
concerns in several areas. Key amongst these are:  

 clarification of the language and circumstances in 

which mills can give notice;  

 the importance of the agreement containing a sound 

mechanism to allow substantiation of the mill’s 

calculations in relation to the quantity of Grower 

Economic Interest (GEI) and Mill Economic Interest 

(MEI) sugar; 

 consultation processes in relation to future 

amendments to the agreement; and  

 the treatment of costs associated with raw sugar 

quality issues, particularly the marketing of high GGM 

(floc) sugar. 

Marketing – “Grower Title”  
 In keeping with CANEGROWERS commitment to rebuild 

confidence in the integrity and stability of the industry’s 
marketing arrangements for the long term, CANEGROWERS 
are developing a strategy for further engagement with mills 
and QSL to take the “Grower Title” proposition forward.  

 CANEGROWERS have written to ASA and ASMC seeking 
an understanding of the mill’s perspective on which issues 
they believe need to be addressed, as implementation 

arrangements are developed.  

Trade and Market Access 
 Preparations for the annual Global Sugar Alliance meeting 

are in hand.  In addition to the trade agenda there will be a 
focus on sugar health and nutrition issues.  Dr Alison Boyd, 
Sugar Nutrition UK, has agreed to address the topic “Sugar 
Health & Nutrition – Combating the Myths”. 

 CANEGROWERS are working with DFAT to ensure new 
market access for sugar is included in the TPP and the FTAs 
Australia is negotiating with Korea, Japan and China. 

Electricity  
CANEGROWERS have: 

 written to Minister McArdle reinforcing the call for a standstill 

on underlying regulated prices for irrigation use in 2014-
15.  His support is sought for the retention of electricity tariffs 
for irrigation use (T62, T65 and T66) as a separate class 
which reflect irrigation demands on the network in terms of 
base load and off-peak use and include worthwhile time-of-
use incentives for irrigation during off-peak periods and over 
the weekend; 

 made two submissions to the Australian Energy Regulator 

(AER)'s Better Regulation program: one on the rate of return, 
and a second on the regulator’s expenditure forecasts and 
expenditure incentives guidelines; and   

 are working with Ergon as part of its consultation initiative to 
identify and implement the most appropriate structures and 
sustainable network tariff solutions to explore the merits of 
accessing electricity locally. 

Biosecurity 
 CANEGROWERS met 

with Biosecurity 
Queensland in the 
development of the 
new Biosecurity Act, 
regulations and self-
assessable code. 
Further meeting is 
planned for 28 
October 2013. 
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On Tuesday of this week NQ Dry Tropics held a forum on 
Reef Rescue.  The forum was held in Townsville and over 

50 delegates attended.   
 
The objectives of this forum were to: 
1. provide current information on water quality research and monitoring in the GBR 

catchments, from paddock to reef, to inform the development or revision of the regional 
water quality improvement plans, and implementation of the Reef Rescue 2 water quality 
grants and partnerships program, and systems repair grants. 

2.  provide an opportunity for a two way discussion between regional stakeholders and key 
researchers on the latest knowledge of water quality issues in the NRM regions. 

3. identify opportunities for further collaboration between individual researchers and 
regional stakeholders to meet specific information, science or process needs for delivery 
of Reef Rescue 2 in the coming months. 

4. connect the current government-funded water quality related R&D with more industry 
specific research at a regional and GBR-wide level by inviting participation of industry 
researchers where relevant. 

5. inform the development of future R&D priorities to guide future R&D investments. 
 
Canegrowers Burdekin was represented by Wayne Smith, Gary Halliday and Debra Burden while 
CANEGROWERS Queensland’s Manager of Environment and Natural Resources, Matt Kealley 
was in attendance and gave a presentation  which focused on the continued buy-in for the 
program, nitrogen use efficiency and support of Six Easy Steps using the district yield potential 
model, alignment of R&D with SRA, alignment of extension and training through the PEC and 
productivity boards and a plan to deal with these issues, particularly nitrogen use efficiency. 
 
Much of the forum discussions and presentations related to Reef Science and the next phase of 
Reef Rescue. There was lots of discussion around nitrogen use and fertiliser rates. 
 
Dr Michele Barson from Department of Agriculture referred your representatives to a paper on “Land Management Practice Trends in Qld 
Broadacre Cropping Industries”   http://www.daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/2278294/qld-practices-broadacre.pdf  
 
NQ Dry tropics have committed to having the presentations available for public access by Tuesday 29th October on 
www.reefrescueresearch.com.au 

REEF RESCUE FORUM 

Debra Burden and Matt Kealley from 

CANEGROWERS 

Gary Halliday, Steve Attard, Wayne Smith,  
Dr Michele Barson from Dept of 

Agriculture & Joe Linton 

Canegrowers Burdekin member and Home Hill grower Joe Linton was in attendance and provided the following overview: 
 
After attending this forum, I have some comments that may be of interest to members. 
 
The day was attended by a good number of representatives from our area including staff from 3 of the 4 grower groups from the Burdekin 
including 3 staff from Canegrowers Burdekin and Qld Canegrowers , groups like SRA, BPS, FARMACIST who we deal with on a daily ba-
sis and Government agencies personnel, NQ Dry Tropics and GBRMPA. 
 
On the day only 3 true farmers had enough passion to attend. This is not a negative but I believe we were there to be informed “keep the 
bastards honest” and create a balanced view. 
 
My version of the day was that there was some information that was interesting from a farmer’s point of view but as normal you had to sit 
through 90% of the crap to hear the 10% that was of interest. 
 
There were too many speakers and too little time to ask questions or to provide comment. 
 
There was updates about Reef Rescue funding and Government commitments but it is too early to know what will be funded in the next 
round. 
  
There were a number of speakers that provided details about monitoring and research being done in the Burdekin. They all indicated that 
there is an increased level of movement off farm to the Reef of a number of our inputs. “We are being watched closely.”   
 
My take home message from the day and the speakers is the focus for the Burdekin is - We need to address Water Quality issues. 
These mainly include Reduce Nitrogen losses and Herbicide losses off farm. 
 
Joe Linton  

NQ Dry Tropics have advised 

that from feedback they have 

received from this forum  it is 

anticipated that details of 

what funding will be available 

will be known early next year. 

http://www.daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/2278294/qld-practices-broadacre.pdf
http://www.reefrescueresearch.com.au
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If you wish to place a classified, email 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

with the details to be put in the next edition of the 

canenews 

Free of charge to members 

Changes to Queensland Workers Compensation were passed by 
State Parliament on the 17th October.  The government has stated 
that the changes are aimed at reducing WorkCover premiums for 
employers.  The State Government is looking to crack down on 
fraudulent claims and allowing access to employers to the claims 
history of job applicants. 
 
The key benefit of this change is that employees will no longer be 
able to sue their employer when their injury is assessed at less than 
five per cent work-related impairment, and will instead receive the 
statutory benefits to which they are entitled. Queensland’s system 
is designed to facilitate the return of the worker to their place of 
employment. 
 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry Queensland anticipates the 
average premium will reduce from $1.45 per $100 in wages paid to 
approximately $1.23, which would represent saving of about 15 per 
cent for small business. 

PAYROLL & HR UPDATE  
BY TIFFANY PALMER 

MAGPIE GEESE IN 

ABUNDANCE 

The Burdekin district has seen an abundance of magpie geese in 
the area, seemingly more in the region that previous years. 
 

In the dry season magpie geese migrate to permanent waters, as 
most of their habitat areas are in drought this may account for 
their increased numbers in the Burdekin region. 

Rural industry 

work (all plug 

in equipment) 

Visual 

examination 

before each 

use. 

Protected by 

Safety Switch 

Rural industry 

work (Specified 

electrical 

equipment 

used under 

stated 

electrical risk 

Either: test and 

inspect every 

12 months or 

protect with a 

safety switch. 

Recommended 

push button 

test every 

three months. 

TEST & TAG 
The Queensland Electrical Safety Act 2002 will be updated and 
bought into line with the WHS Act 2011. These changes will take 
affect from 1 January 2014. Essentially there will be no significant 
changes that will affect Rural Industry. The Rural Industry Code of 
Practice and the current testing and tagging regime will remain in 
force for Rural Industry. ie. If you have General Purpose Outlets 
protected by a functioning RCD (fitted to switch board) then you 
only need to test that switch every three months to ensure that it 
trips as well as visually inspect portable equipment/ handtools for 
damage and you are not required to test and tag.  
 
However if the circuit is not protected by a FUNCTIONING RCD, 
then all leads and equipment must be Tagged and Tested.  
Relevant Links: 
 
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/fair-and-safe-work/electrical-
safety/laws-and-compliance/changes-to-the-electrical-safety-laws 
 
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/8918/
es-code-of-practice-rural-industry.pdf 

SAFETY UPDATE 

RED WITCHWEED UPDATE 
 
To date, red witchweed (Striga asiatica) has only been detected on 
four sugar cane properties in the Mackay region. 
 
Biosecurity Queensland are now focusing on accurately identify the 
geographical distribution of the pest and to prevent spread from 
known infested areas. 
 
Infested properties are under movement restrictions to ensure 
that high risk products, including plant material, soil and vehicles 
or machinery that may carry the seed are not moved from infested 
properties without adequate decontamination and a Biosecurity 
Queensland Inspector’s approval. 

http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/fair-and-safe-work/electrical-safety/laws-and-compliance/changes-to-the-electrical-safety-laws
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/fair-and-safe-work/electrical-safety/laws-and-compliance/changes-to-the-electrical-safety-laws
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/8918/es-code-of-practice-rural-industry.pdf
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/8918/es-code-of-practice-rural-industry.pdf
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BRAZIL FIRE DESTROYS ONE OF WORLD'S  

BIGGEST SUGAR TERMINALS 

By Reese Ewing and Fabiola Gomes 

SAO PAULO (Reuters) - A 
fire ravaged 
Copersucar's sugar 
terminal in Brazil on 
Friday, paralyzing 
operations of the world's 
biggest sugar trader and 
putting 10 million tonnes 
of export capacity offline 
for six months or more. 

The fire hit all of Copersucar's warehouses at the Santos port, 
igniting 180,000 tonnes of sugar - roughly 10 percent of Brazil's 
monthly sugar exports - and driving prices of the sweetener to a 
one-year high on global markets. 

The loss of nearly all of its port capacity will send Copersucar 
scrambling to lease or rent terminal space to cover its obligations 
to global buyers and exchanges in the coming months. Copersucar 
says nearly a fifth of the world's sugar exports flows through its 
trading desks. 

"A conservative estimate would be six months to get this in 
operational form (again)," said a U.S. trader. "The jewel in their 
crown has been effectively destroyed." 

Copersucar's rivals in Brazil will likely pick up some of the slack left 
by the fire and benefit from the extra export volume and improved 
sugar prices. The fire did not affect terminal operations at other 
exporters at Santos, such as Cosan SA, Sao Martinho SA or Noble. 

The disaster adds one more bend to the tortuous path that 
Brazilian agricultural products must take to global markets. 
Potholed roads, scarce rail transport and backed up ports already 
undercut margins of Brazilian sugar and grain producers and cause 
headaches for global commodity markets. 

Santos port authority Codesp, which manages day-to-day 
operations at Brazil's main port, said the fire started in the 
conveyor system, which transports sugar through Copersucar's 
warehouses, around 6 a.m. Brasilia time (0900 GMT). 

Television footage showed a three-story high mountain of sugar 
engulfed in flames inside a warehouse that had lost most of its 
siding and roof to the flames. Some of the overhanging conveyor 
belts that transport sugar between the warehouses and eventually 
to waiting ships appeared to have toppled over or were lying on 
the pavement alongside some of the warehouses. 

Firefighters eventually contained the blaze, which could keep 
smouldering for another two days, said Codesp, noting that 
"facilities involved in the accident are totally destroyed." 

International sugar markets reacted quickly. ICE March raw sugar 
prices rose more than 6 percent to a one-year high on news of the 
fire before paring gains. The March contract settled up 2.5 percent 
at 19.48 cents per lb. 

Copersucar officials said they had no additional information about 

the cause or containment of the blaze beyond what the fire 
department and port authority Codesp reported. 

COUNTING ON STOCKPILES 

Analysts at investment bank Credit Suisse said the destruction of 
the terminal infrastructure would not only affect short-term 
deliveries but would "also cause a disruption in Copersucar's 
loading operations in the next 3-6 months." 

Local commodities risk management adviser Archer Consulting 
said, "We imagine for example a scenario of eight months to a year 
before the terminal returns for full capacity." 

Brazil is at the tail end of a record 585 million tonne centre-south 
cane harvest that is expected to produce 34 million tonnes of 
sugar. While roughly 15 percent of the crop remains to be crushed, 
sugar mills will shut down by Christmas and not resume production 
until April at the soonest. 

Huge global stockpiles are contributing to a global glut of roughly 
4.5 million tonnes of the sweetener, giving some wiggle room to 
cover shipments that Copersucar may struggle to make in the 
months to come, traders said. 

Backwardation, or the spread of nearby over later month deliveries 
for sugar futures, flared on news of the fire, which will crimp the 
world's main sugar port's ability to meet its expected shipments to 
the New York ICE exchange. 

Without Copersucar's terminal, which was expected to deliver the 
bulk of shipments from Santos this month, the port could struggle 
to cover the roughly 996,000 tonnes of sugar that ICE says it will 
ship in October. ICE forecasts 1.37 million tonnes of Brazilian sugar 
shipments this month. 

In June, Copersucar inaugurated an expansion project at Santos 
that doubled its export capacity to 10 million tonnes a year. 

Copersucar represents 47 sugar mills in Brazil and recorded 
revenue of $4.1 billion in 2012. The company had hoped in June to 
expand its annual trading volume to 9 million tonnes from 7.2 
million tonnes in 2012. 

When large stockpiles of sugar catch fire, it can be extremely 
difficult to extinguish quickly. As the sugar burns into the centre of 
the mound it creates a carbonized outer shell that inhibits the 
penetration of water and chemicals that would otherwise snuff out 
the blaze. 

Firefighters will also have the challenge of dealing with 
subterranean passages that connect some of Copersucar's 
warehouses through which sugar is transported. 

Fabrienne Pointier at data provider Platts said the loss of the large 
volume of sugar is not as bad as the damage the fire has done to 
Copersucar's infrastructure at Santos. 

"The real significance is that it is going to slow down the logistics. 
It's going to be many months to rebuild those warehouses," 
Pointier said. 
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QSL UPDATE BY 

CARLA KEITH 
The fire at the Brazilian port of Santos is a reminder of how volatile 
the world sugar market is with prices rapidly responding to this 
event. Our Treasurer Stephen Stone discusses the effect of the fire 
on sugar prices in his market update below. Further, please see 
below the latest updates in each of our value offering areas.   
Financing 
 
At a session with QSL grower members earlier this week, QSL Chief 
Financial Officer, Robert Hines, reiterated the strong support QSL 
has from its banking members, which he sees as a vote of 
confidence in the sugar industry as a whole. Our finance team work 
closely with our banking partners to ensure they understand our 
business and the value we provide members. It’s important that 
we maintain these relationships and our ability to access finance at 
low-cost for our members. This financing underpins our Advances 
Program offering to members.  
 
Pricing 
 
Members can monitor and track the performance of QSL’s pricing 
pools via the Price Pool Matrices, published on our website 
(www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and is all 
about giving growers a sense of how the QSL managed pools are 
performing over the current season.  The prices given are in Gross 
$A dollars/ IPS tonnes and don’t include a shared pool allocation. 

Marketing 
 
The marketing team’s focus continues to be on maximising pool 
returns by leveraging our storage capabilities to enable sales in the 
more lucrative off-season contracts currently of March and May. 
The team is also closely watching the market and the affects of the 
fire in Brazil with particular focus on potential sales opportunities 
that may become available.  
 
Logistics 
 
It’s a busy time in logistics with 10 vessels scheduled for loading 
and departure over the next three weeks, which are bound for 
customers mainly in Korea and Indonesia. At our Annual General 
Meeting on Monday, General Manager of Operations Damian 
Ziebarth, spoke of the value our customers place on QSL’s ability to 
deliver a consistently high quality product on-time and in-full.  

MARKET OVERVIEW  
BY QSL TREASURER 
STEPHEN STONE 

Current as of 27 September 2013 2013 Gross 

QSL Harvest Pool $391 

QSL Discretionary Pool $396 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $407 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $391 

QSL US Quota Pool $466 

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool $428 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $413 

Raw Sugar  
 
Raw sugar prices have continued to climb higher, reflecting a 
growing consensus the balance of supply / demand is tightening. 
Prices were given added momentum last week when a fire engulfed 
sugar storage and loading facilities in the Brazilian port of Santos. 
Significant raw sugar tonnage was destroyed, with storage facilities 
and port infrastructure severely damaged. This unforseen event 
will see buyers looking for sugar to fulfil existing contracts and 
compromise Brazilian exports for some time.   
 
The Mar14 futures contract traded above 20c/lb. with market 
sentiment further influenced by the fire in Santos. Prices have now 
rallied almost 25% from July 2013 lows with further strength likely 
in this inter-crop period.  
 
We remain optimistic into 2014, yet suggest there are key market 
variables likely to provide some challenges to advancing prices:  
 

 Large speculative positioning  

 Sugar stocks potentially re-exported or used to satisfy 
domestic demand 

 Renewed weakness in Brazil’s currency markets. 
 
Australian dollar  
 
The renewed strength in our currency has taken some of the gloss 
off rising sugar prices for local farmers. 
 
The Australian dollar is now trading closer to the US97 cent level, 
regaining approximately 50% of the sharp fall from US1.05 seen 
earlier in the year.  
 
 What has changed to give investors more confidence to hold 
Australian dollars again? 
 

 A loss of confidence in the US economic recovery  

 China’s economy, our largest trading partner, has 
strengthened more recently  

 The RBA has moved interest rates to an historical low of 
2.5% and now have little room left to reduce rates further. 
This reduces their ability to influence the exchange rate 
level.  

 
Unfortunately, this period of strength in the Australian dollar is 
likely to continue in the short-term. Many analysts have revised 
their currency forecasts upwards. We feel however the Australian 
dollar will struggle to maintain levels above US98 cents and will 
resume a period of weakness into 2014 as evidence of the US 
economic recovery regathers momentum.  
 
In summary, an Australian dollar under US90 cents remains 
probable however the timing around the next period of weakness 
has now certainly been delayed.   
 

http://www.qsl.com.au
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Disclaimer 
 
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” means 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our directors, officers, agents and 
employees. This newsletter has been compiled in good faith by CBL . 
Although we do our very best to present information that is correct and 
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or representations about the 
suitability, reliability, currency or accuracy of the information we present in 
this newsletter, for any purposes. 
 
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be excluded, we 
accept no responsibility for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred by 
you as a result of the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole responsibility and 
risk associated with the use and results of the information appearing in this 
newsletter, and you agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, or in connection 
with the use of this newsletter. We recommend that you contact CBL 
before acting on any information provided in this newsletter. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

HEAD OFFICE 
141 Young Street, Ayr 
Office Hours  Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm                                             4790 3600 
Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                         bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 
4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 
4790 3604 

Helen Napier Regional Insurance Manager 0408 638 518 
4790 3606 

Michelle Andrews Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Palmer Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE  
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 
Office Open By Appointment 

 
 

4782 1922 

Gary Halliday Cane BMP Project Officer 0438 747 596 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano marano@bigpond.com 

Chair 

0404 004 371 

David Lando david@landoandsons.com.au 

Deputy Chair 

0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

 

How you can help us help you 

Please supply to Debra details of your 

Profit and Loss reports for the past 5 

years to help show the government the 

impact of electricity price increase and 

the local council the impact of the 

increase of general rates. 

All information remains confidential, all identifying 

details will be removed from documents. 

CANEGROWERS 
BURDEKIN LIMITED 

 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

 
Members of CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

are invited to attend the Annual General 
Meeting of their Company: 

 
Where:  CANEGROWERS Hall, 68 Tenth Street 

HOME HILL 
 

When:  Thursday 21 November 2013 at 7.00pm 
 

Guest Speakers: 
 

Brendan Stewart 
CANEGROWERS CEO 

 
Paul Schembri 

CANEGROWERS Chairman 
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PRICING INFORMATION 
2013 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 4 October 2013 

 

* paid 

+ scheduled 

 
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 
responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not 
forward price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward 
priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected 
proceeds.  For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on 
the Wilmar website.  

 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 25 October 2013 

 
 

 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 11 October 2013 

See www.qslcom.au for more information 

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $219   

22 August 13* $235   

26 September 13* $256   

24 October 13 $262   

21 November 13 $273   

19 December 13 $283   

23 January 14 $303 77.5% 

20 February 14 $313 80.0% 

20 March 14 $323 82.5% 

24 April 14 $333 85.0% 

22 May 14 $352 90.0% 

26 June 14 $372 95.0% 

Final Payment $391 100% 

  Gross Net 

2013 Season $421 $397 

2014 Season $440 $416 

2015 Season $461 $437 

2016 Season $475 $451 

 $/Tonne IPS GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $404 

QSL Discretionary Pool $400 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $411 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $393 

QSL US Quota Pool $472 

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool $431 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $426 
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CHAIRS FOR HIRE 
 

CANEGROWERS Project and 

Training Centre 

 

$10 plus $0.50 per Chair  

Plus GST 

75 Available  

To book please phone 4782 1922 

http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/page/Growing_cane/Library/Videos/ 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

5 November 
LBLCA (Landcare) Meeting 

5.00pm 
John Hy Peake Room, Burdekin Shire Council 

 

8 November 
Inkerman Cane Growers AGM 

3.00pm 
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 

 
9 November 

CORES Suicide Intervention Course 
9.00am - 5.00pm 

Burdekin Neighbourhood Centre 
Bookings essential, ph 0427 455 313 

 
 

 

21 November 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin  

Members Only AGM 
7.00pm 

CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 
Guest Speakers: 
Brendan Stewart 

CANEGROWERS CEO 
Paul Schembri 

CANEGROWERS Chairman 

Inkerman Cane Growers 
Organisation Ltd 

 

Annual General Meeting 
 

The AGM will be held 3.00pm  

on Friday 8 November 2013 
at CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 

FREE 

The Legal Guide 

for Primary 

Producers is 

available from the 

Ayr office. 

Drop in today to 

pick up a copy. 

http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/page/Growing_cane/Library/Videos/
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National Wild Dog Action Plan: Submissions close 25 

October 2013 

The National Wild Dog Action Plan Exposure Draft 
Consultation Phase will close at COB on 25 October 2013. 
The Project Steering Committee is seeking public feedback 
regarding the suitability of the Plan Exposure Draft before 
progressing to the final project review stage. The plan has 
been developed, in response to the increasing number of 
wild dogs, their impacts on the environment and primary 
industries, and the need for a nationally coordinated 
approach to dealing with these specific issues. 

Feedback is sought from private and public landholders, all 
levels of governments and their agencies, industry bodies, 
research institutes, conversation groups and community 
members. The Exposure Draft materials are available here. 
Please direct all inquiries about the feedback process to 
Michele Jackson, WoolProducers Australia Project 
Consultants on (02) 9460 2696 or 0425 224 540, or via email 
at mjackson@allevents.com.au 

Government needs to bargain hard on free trade 

agreements 

The NFF has issued a media release urging Minister for 
Trade Andrew Robb and the Government to prioritise the 
finalisation of trade agreements with markets such as Korea, 
Japan and China that provide commercial outcomes for the 
entire agricultural industry. There have been numerous 
discussions led by senior Government Ministers on the issue 
of trade in the past week, however the NFF is encouraging 
further action to be taken to progress agreements.  

There are growing concerns within industry, that competitors 
are gaining clear advantages over Australian farmers in key 
markets such as Korea and Japan. The NFF is urging the 
Government to ensure that Australian farmers are 
paramount when these deals are negotiated. The NFF 
believe trade agreements are beneficial for agriculture and 
should be progressed. There is a general consensus that 
Australian can play an important role in supplying food and 
fibre to growing Asian markets, but can only be achieved if 
there are comprehensive agreements and commercially-
driven outcomes in place. For more, read our release. 

RIRDC Rural Women’s Award 

This week saw the RIRDC national Rural Women’s Award 
announcement, with NT crocodile farmer Giovanna Webb 
taking out the title, and NSW succession planning expert 
Isobel Knight being named runner up. For more on 
Giovanna, Isobel and the State finalists, and their projects, 
see here. 

Drought Policy Reform 

While drought policy is high on the agenda for Minister 
Joyce, there has been no clear indication of any specific 
changes that are likely to be made to current policy settings. 
Following up from the meeting, the NFF have written to 
Minister Joyce encouraging him to continue prioritising 
drought policy reform, given dry seasonal conditions across 
most of Queensland and patches in the Northern Territory 
and New South Wales. 

Next week, the NFF will be meeting with the federal 
Department of Agriculture to understand new government 
priorities in drought policy. Also next week, the Drought 
Working Group will be holding a teleconference to discuss 
next steps for engagement with the new government and 
also work to be progressed at a state‑level prior to the 
meeting of Standing Council of Primary Industries in 
December 2013. Given the inconsistencies between state 
arrangements and the lack of adequately targeted measures 
at a Federal level, it is important that state farming 
organisations and commodity members continue to engage 
in this process. 

Live exports hit headlines 

Late last week, Animals Australia lodged fresh allegations of 
breaches of ESCAS in two Middle East markets – Jordan 
and Kuwait. The most serious of those allegations relates to 
significant numbers of sheep (in the 1000s) removed from 
approved supply chains and available in non-approved 
markets and facilities in numerous locations in the lead up to 
the festival of Eid (which has been taking place this week).   

 This is a very serious allegation and one that exporters are 
deeply concerned about.  The welfare of these sheep 
alleged to be found outside of approved supply chains 
cannot be assured.  Eid is a high pressure and difficult time 
for welfare assurance and industry has gone to great lengths 
to put in place special protections and oversight for 
Australian livestock.  There is a greater likelihood that 
livestock outside of approved supply chains will be available 
for private sale and thus suffer very poor handling and 
slaughter practices.  This is of grave concern and is currently 
being looked into by the Department of Agriculture and 
ALEC.  

NFF meets with Minister Joyce 

This week, NFF President Duncan Fraser, Vice President 
Brent Finlay and CEO Matt Linnegar met with Minister Joyce 
to talk about a range of key priorities for the NFF and the 
wider farm sector, including drought reform, trade, live 
exports, Blueprint and the Government’s agricultural white 
paper.  

Repeal of the Carbon Tax 

This week the government announced that it will introduce 
the carbon tax repeal legislation as its first item of business 
for the new Parliament. The Department of the Environment, 
with the Treasury, will consult to: 

 identify any technical issues with the draft carbon tax 

repeal bills; and 

identify transitional issues for liable businesses and other 
entities. 

The Government has prepared a consultation paper, which 
explains how it will repeal the carbon tax, including a detailed 
explanation of the repeal bills. Interested parties are invited 
to provide submissions here. It should be noted that there 
are some agricultural programs such as the minimum tillage 
refundable tax offset that will be impacted through this 
process. 

National Farmers’ FederationNational Farmers’ FederationNational Farmers’ Federation———UpdateUpdateUpdate   

http://www.woolproducers.com.au/national-wild-dogs-action-plan/
mailto:mjackson@allevents.com.au
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4272/government-needs-bargain-hard-on-free.html
http://www.rirdc.gov.au/news/2013/10/16/northern-territory-crocodile-farmer-wins-national-rural-women-s-award
http://www.environment.gov.au/carbon-tax-repeal/consultation.html
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Queensland Farmers’ Queensland Farmers’ Queensland Farmers’ 

FederationFederationFederation———UpdateUpdateUpdate   

FLOOD RECOVERY VIDEOS HIGHLIGHT VALUE OF 

ASSISTANCE MEASURES 

THE Queensland Farmers’ Federation has prepared a series of 
videos telling farmers’ stories as they progress with the ongoing 
and difficult job of recovering from the ex-Cyclone Oswald rain and 
flooding in January. The videos highlight farmer case studies 
specifically around the grants and loans that have been made 
available for eligible primary producers and small businesses under 
the Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements. This 
assistance, available through QRAA, expires on November 29, 
2013, so producers are urged to act quickly on this assistance if 
they have not already done so. These videos are available here 
and will also be available via the QFF website. 

BUSINESS RESILIENCE PLANNING 

QFF attended the Get Ready Queensland, Business Resilience 
Roundtable hosted by Queensland Government last week. 
Ministers Dempsey, Powell and Stuckey spoke on the growing 
importance of resilience in the business world. Business leaders 
from the energy, insurance, finance, retail, small business, tourism 
and property sectors discussed their experiences in business 
preparedness, and disaster response and recovery.  The 
Roundtable was also used to launch Green Cross Australia's new 
Business Adaptation Network.    

QFF welcomes this recognition by the Queensland Government of 
the critical nature of business continuity planning as we approach 
the bushfire, cyclone and storm season, and a large portion of the 
State endures drought conditions. The seasonal outlook from the 
Bureau of Meteorology indicates average cyclone activity in 
Queensland with the likely formation of four cyclones. The rainfall 
outlook is for a drier than normal season for most of southern 
Queensland and a normal season for northern Queensland.   

QFF continues to support farms recovery from flooding in January 
2013 through the Industry Recovery Officer program. In parallel 
QFF is advocating for dedicated natural disaster resilience planning 
for farms and agri-business supply chain partners.  More 
information on QFF’s disaster resilience work is available on our 
website.   

MEETING OF THE QFF WATER POLICY COMMITTEE 

THE QFF Water Policy Committee met last week, discussing 
progress with investigations into establishing local management in 
each of the eight SunWater distribution schemes as a matter of 
priority. Attention focused on a range of significant policy issues that 
needed attention if the irrigation schemes are to successfully 
implement the transition to local management. The meeting decided 
that current operating licence arrangements would necessitate 
duplication in servicing between SunWater as the bulk water 
provider and the distribution operator. Also, in some irrigation 
schemes, current arrangements make it difficult to bring unused 
entitlement into productive use.  

QFF was asked to give these issues priority attention. Other issues 
discussed included the Discussion Paper on the State 
Government’s electricity strategy, investigations being undertaken 
by Ergon in the Lower Balonne on improved electricity supply and 
demand management, issues for the pending review of water 
planning provisions of the Water Act, and progress with water 
planning, particularly the Wet Tropics draft plan and draft resource 
operations plans for the Lower Lockyer and Warrill irrigation 
schemes.  

PAYROLL SERVICES 

Members get 50% 

discount 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin offers payroll services 

for your employees including weekly, fortnightly 

or monthly pays via EFT. 

Your superannuation and monthly reporting 

needs are taken care of and your Group 

Certificates distributed and lodged with the ATO. 

 

For more information on this service contact  

Tiffany on 4790 3601 

http://vimeo.com/album/2573097
http://www.greencrossaustralia.org/our-work/climate-adaptation/business-adaptation-network.aspx
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead/
http://www.qff.org.au/policy-projects/our-work/cyclone-resilience/

