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HARVEST 
GROUPS FOR  
2014 CRUSH 

Any growers considering 
moving within harvesting 
groups are referred to the 
Grouping Process Flowchart 
and  ”Grouping Guidelines” and 
“Application Form” here.   
 
Completed forms must be 
presented to Wilmar’s 
Burdekin CS&T Office prior to 
28 February 2014. 
 
Please contact Wayne on   
0428 834 802 if you require 
any clarification of the process 
or assistance in completing an 
application. 

MESSAGE FROM OUR REGIONAL MANAGER 
 

As a guest of local MP Rosemary 
Menkens,  I had the opportunity on 
Wednesday night to attend a Ladies 
Leadership Dinner hosted by  Fiona 
Simpson MP, the Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly of Queensland.   
 
The dinner was held in Townsville with 
eight ladies in attendance and two 
honorary ladies being Andrew Cripps 
MP and Sam Cox MP. 
 
The dinner provided an opportunity to 
get to know Fiona who is the most 
senior woman in the LNP caucus, 

having won eight elections and who was  the youngest woman ever to be elected to 
Legislative Assembly when she won the newly created Sunshine Coast seat of 
Maroochydore in 1992.  Following the LNP's win at the 2012 election, Premier Campbell 
Newman announced she would be nominated for Speaker. She was elected the first 
female speaker in May 2012. 
 
The dinner also provided an opportunity to both showcase the contribution cane farmers 
make to the Queensland economy together with stressing to all attending MPs the 
challenges faced due to constantly increasing input costs in particular electricity prices. 

Rosemary Menkens MP,  Debra Burden (CBL) , Fiona 

Simpson MP and Brenda-Anne Parfitt  (Flexicare) 

Inkerman Cane Growers 

Organisation Members AGM 

 

Friday 8 November 

3.00pm 

CANEGROWERS Hall 

Home Hill 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin  
Members Only AGM 

21 November 
7.00pm 

CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 

https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/icms_docs/170883_Grouping_Forms.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speaker_of_the_Legislative_Assembly_of_Queensland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speaker_of_the_Legislative_Assembly_of_Queensland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legislative_Assembly_of_Queensland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunshine_Coast,_Queensland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electoral_district_of_Maroochydore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queensland_state_election,_2012
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Campbell_Newman


 

 2 

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight  
on all issues affecting cane farmers businesses 

Below is a summary of just some of the actions undertaken by your CANEGROWERS Queensland in the past week to help you and the 
cane industry.   Current as at 29 October 2013 

Trade 
 CANEGROWERS led an industry delegation to 

meetings in Canberra to convey and reinforce the 
message directly with government that sugar must not 
be excluded from future trade agreements.  The 
delegation met with senior advisers in Trade Minister 
Robb’s office and those in Agriculture Minister Joyce’s 
office as well as with the head of DFAT’s Office of 
Trade Negotiations and Australia’s lead TPP 
negotiator. 

 We are working to raise the public profile of this issue 
and are ask all CANEGROWERS members to contact 
their federal members of Parliament to reinforce the 
message that sugar must be given a fair go, not 
excluded. 

Industry/Schools Liaison 
 Ron Mullins met with a representative of Agrifood Skills 

Australia who was provided with a resource kit for 
school students.   

RWUE 
 CANEGROWERS submitted a balanced application in 

response to the Department of Natural Resources and 
Mines’ (DNRM’s) latest Rural Water Use Efficiency 
program, “Irrigation Futures” (RWUE-IF), seeking 
funding of $1.235 million per annum for each of the 
four years funding is available.  Covering all sugarcane 
irrigation areas across the state, CANEGROWERS 
application included funding for both priority and 
targeted areas.  It took account of issues raised from 
all sectors in the priority Burdekin area, including 
Canegrowers Burdekin Ltd, Burdekin Productivity 
Services, Burdekin Water Futures and the BRIA 
Committee; and those raised in other targeted regions 
across the state.  Importantly, the application reflected 
the government’s priorities. 

 The government has responded by asking 
CANEGROWERS to narrow the scope of its request, 
focusing on information systems (weather stations and 
soil monitoring), incentives (limited to the Burdekin 
Groundwater Management Area) and extension.  This 
is work in progress. 

Premier’s Business Advisory Forum 
 CANEGROWERS will attend the third and final forum 

which is to advise the Premier on regulatory and red-
tape issues impeding business in Queensland. 

Harvesting Fleet Review 
 The Harvesting Fleet Review is being developed, 

following CANEGROWERS Transport Committee 
meeting last week. 

 District offices are being broadly consulted to ensure 
harvester group engagement is tailored for each mill 
area, with the aim of receiving a high response rate 
from harvester groups (90% or more). A high response 
rate from harvester groups is vital to ensure the 
integrity of the review.  

 The questionnaire that forms the basis of the 
Harvesting Fleet Review is expected to be finished by 
late next week and distributed in each district as the 
harvest finishes.   

Reef Rescue nitrogen forum 
 The focus is continuing on dissolved inorganic nitrogen 

and fertiliser rates being used in the cane industry. 
 To counter this, a nitrogen forum is being organised to 

discuss nitrogen use efficiency and research required. 
 Discussions have been held with SRA and the Reef 

Rescue team in Canberra around holding the forum, 
planned for mid-December 2013.   

Biosecurity 
 A biosecurity meeting was held on 28 October to plan 

how the Australian sugar industry plans to manage 
biosecurity into the next five years. 

 Discussion focused on EPPRD, the industry biosecurity 
plan, on-farm biosecurity, plant and machinery 
movements, current government roles and the 
Queensland Government’s Biosecurity Bill. 

Transport 
 CANEGROWERS has provided TMR with commentary 

on development of the Terms of Reference for the 
“Agricultural Transport Industry Council”.  The ATIC 
Council is an initiative of CANEGROWERS, which will 
demonstrate the need for different heavy vehicle 
regulations for agricultural vehicles, compared to heavy 
vehicles used for freight. The ATIC will report to the 
Minister for Transport and the Director General of TMR.  
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COMPLIMENTARY CROPPING 
The latest newsletter from the SRA Complementary Cropping 
Project Team is now available here.  

This is an update on the trials to date and some information on 
growing legumes in the fallow. 

Vegetation Management 
 The Queensland Government is continuing to release Self-Assessable Codes for management of vegetation. 

CANEGROWERS is working with the Department to ensure these codes are fit for purpose within the sugarcane 
industry.  

 CANEGROWERS provided a submission into the Queensland Parliament’s Agriculture, Resources and Environment 
Committee (AREC) supporting the removal of the Significant Beneficial Impact (SBI) test on vegetation clearing 
applications. Removing the SBI provisions from the Vegetation Management Act will mean managing vegetation in the 
sugarcane industry will be easier.  

 The new clearing practice, “High Value Agriculture and Irrigated High Value Agriculture”, is nearing completion. The 
Department has accepted nearly all of CANEGROWERS suggestions for improvement to the regulation, following 
rigorous negotiation.   

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight  
on all issues affecting cane farmers businesses 

Climate policy 
 CANEGROWERS provided a submission to the federal government, supporting the Carbon Tax Repeal legislation. 

CANEGROWERS analysis shows that the carbon tax has cost the sugarcane industry $20 million over the past three 
years.  

 The Terms of Reference for the Emissions Reduction Fund (a component of the Direct Action policy, to replace the 
Carbon Farming Initiative) have been released. CANEGROWERS will work with NFF to develop a submission to ensure 
the potential for the sugarcane industry to engage in carbon sequestration activities are well advertised. 

20% LESS RED TAPE IN 
QUEENSLAND 

The Queensland Government is committed to reducing red tape by 
20%. To contribute to this, the Greentape Reduction project is 
implementing changes to Queensland’s Environmental Protection 
Act 1994 and subordinate legislation.  The intent is to ensure 
environmental standards are maintained while reducing 
unnecessary costs of regulation to both industry and government.  
 
The Greentape Reduction Act focuses on how administrative 
efficiencies can be achieved, without changing the environmental 
outcomes that must be met.  The Greentape Reduction Act which 
commenced on 31 March 2013, amends the licensing framework 
under the Environmental Protection Act and introduces a staged 
application process for environmental authorities for all 
environmentally relevant activities (ERAs) including prescribed 
ERAs and resource activities. As sugarcane is listed as an ERA, 
CANEGROWERS are waiting to see how the Greentape Reduction 
Act reduces our unnecessary costs of regulations.  Time will tell. 

ABARES REGULATORY 
BURDEN REPORT 

Extract from NFF enewsletter 

 

A new report by ABARES, released today, gives the agricultural 
sector an insight into the red tape burden it operates under, as well 
as areas that are ripe for reform. The report, Review of Selected 
Regulatory Burdens on Agriculture and Forestry Businesses, found 
that for about a quarter of the regulations it studied, Australian 
Government action could reduce the regulatory burden. 
 
Prior to this, in November 2011, the formerly known Australian 
Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
agreed that ABARES should re-examine and update the Productivity 
Commission’s (2007) review into regulatory burdens on primary 
sector businesses to support strategic policy decisions that could 
enhance productivity.  
 
In 2007, the Commission found that governments impose a heavy 
burden of regulation on farmers. It recommended removing or 
reducing Australian Government regulations that are unnecessarily 
burdensome, complex or redundant, or are duplicative across 
portfolios or with state and territory regulation. 

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/icms_docs/170823_SRA_CC_update.pdf
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NATIVE SPECIES OF THE MONTH 

Species: Common name: Prickly Pine 

 Botanical name: Bursaria tenuifolia 

Description: Tall or erect shrub or small tree, 3-8m tall. Leaves 

are lance shaped, shiny green above and dull 

beneath. Bark is creamy grey and smooth. 

Flowers are white, 5 petaled, 5mm diam. and 

produced in large clusters from the tips of 

branches. Fruit are flattened lobed capsules, 

heart shaped, 6-8mm long and wide. Seeds are 

flat, brown and kidney shaped. 

Habitat: From Cape York south to Cannonvale, in a range 

of landforms and vegetation types, usually in well 

drained soils. 

Uses: Generally used in riparian revegetation. A very 

attractive plant when flowering, so is often used 

in gardens, especially as a screen plant, but does 

best in dappled shade. Flowers attract numerous 

insects and insectivorous birds. 

If you have these trees on your property and are happy for 

Landcare to seed collect, contact Linda Kirk on 0415 307 364, 

secretary@LowerBurdekinLandcare.org.au or Facebook https://

www.facebook.com/LowerBurdekinLandcare 

Donations of seeds can be made to our Nursery in Kennedy Street, 

Ayr, open to the community and volunteers each Wednesday 

morning and first Saturday of every month, 8.00 – 11.30am. 

How you can help us help you 

Please supply to Debra details of your 

Profit and Loss reports for the past 5 

years to help show the government the 

impact of electricity price increase and 

the local council the impact of the 

increase of general rates. 

All information remains confidential, all identifying 

details will be removed from documents. 

LOWER BURDEKIN WATER 

BOARD ELECTS NEW CHAIR 

Due to the retirement of Robin Juffs, an election process was 
undertaken with new Chair and Deputy Chair positions being filled. 
 
The new Chair and Deputy Chair positions for  the Boards are: 
 
North Burdekin Water Board 
Chair:   Michael Hoey 
Deputy Chair:  Mark Castelanelli 
 
South Burdekin Water Board 
Chair:   Michael Caspanello 
Deputy Chair:  Ross Lewis 
 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin congratulates them  on their new 
positions. 

Mike Hanks (DAFF) is planning a pre-season meeting for growers 
who have decided to grow soybeans or mungbeans this summer. It 
will cover: planting, inoculation, weed and pest management, 
irrigation etc. 

Date: November 11 

Time: 9.30 am – 12.30 pm 

Where: Ayr Research Station, Giddy Road 

Places are strictly limited.  

Please contact Mike by phone on 07 4760 1530 / 0428 104 685 or 
Email michael.hanks@daff.qld.gov.au for more information and 
to RSVP.  

SOYBEAN / MUNGBEAN 

MEETING 

mailto:secretary@LowerBurdekinLandcare.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/LowerBurdekinLandcare
https://www.facebook.com/LowerBurdekinLandcare
mailto:michael.hanks@daff.qld.gov.au
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PROJECT UPDATE - DELIVERING BIODIVERSITY 
DIVIDENDS FOR THE BARRATTA CREEK CATCHMENT 

 
The Advisory Group meeting in July was informed  that one major activity of the project is the potential to implement a constructed 
wetland against a constructed sump system which is designed to trap all irrigation tail water pollutants and that the area under 
investigation is in Day Road. 
 
As indicated in the two photos provided by Project Director Merv Pyott it can be observed that operational works have commenced on 
this major activity of the project.  
 
Stage 1 works are focused around construction of the Remediation pond with thanks going to SunWater staff for their ongoing support 
and guidance. 
 
For further information please contact Merv on 0477 912 274 or mervpyott@wetlandcare.com.au 

SHED MEETINGS CHANGED 

The Burdekin Productivity Services and Farmacist Shed meetings in 

the Inkerman area have been changed to the following: 

Mon 18 
Nov 

8:30am Leichhardt L Brotto 

Tue 19 
Nov 

8:30am Osbourne/Causeway/Marshalls L Michelin 

Thur 21 
Nov 

8:30am Down River/Ramsdens N Pitris 

Thur 21 
Nov 

1.00pm 
Inkerman/Koolkuna/Iona/
Fredericksfield 

Mackelroy 

Fri 22 
Nov 

8:30am Darvenezia/Groper Creek B Santarossa 

MINISTER CONVENES 
MOLASSES MEETING  

 

Concerns have been raised about the availability of molasses, 
especially with the cane crush finishing early this year. 
 
The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry John McVeigh 
convened a meeting with Agforce and sugar cane representatives 
including the Australian Sugar Milling Council to determine the 
demand and supply of molasses. 

GREAT BARRIER REEF STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT 
 

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority and Queensland Government are undertaking a comprehensive strategic assessment of the 
Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area and adjacent coastal zone, with the draft strategic assessment and program reports now available 
for public comment.  To have your say on visit www.reefhaveyoursay.com.au  

mailto:mervpyott@wetlandcare.com.au
http://www.reefhaveyoursay.com.au
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Local farmers reaping the benefits of  Ravensdown 

Our business joined 
RAVENSDOWN when they first 

came to the district & we have been 
purchasing the bulk of our fertilizer 
requirements from them ever since. We 
have found them to be very 
accomodating when there has been any 
issues with quality and I would 
recommend that all cane growers join 
the RAVENSDOWN Fertilizer supply 
chain. As RAVENSDOWN supply our 
fertilizer virtually at cost price I cannot 
understand why other growers are not 
using this valuable resource. I urge all 
growers to purchase at least some of 
their fertilizer from RAVENSDOWN, 
compare the price & the quality & help 
keep a true competitor in the 
marketplace which will assure all 
growers of a fair & non-inflated fertilizer price for years to come . 
  

Arthur Woods 
CANEGROWERS Member & Director - 0415 961 945 

“ 

“ 

Ravensdown Update 

 
The new blending and bagging plant is up and running, 
Store Manager Lance Hopkinson is rapt with the new 
plant saying is works better than he dared hope for.  A 
new bag being manufactured locally is about to be 
trialled. 
 

CEO Greg Campbell paid a quick visit to Queensland 
and viewed the operation at Townsville. While 
impressed, he was concerned with the yard congestion 
and has been working closely with management to 
ensure that compliance issues are resolved and store 
settlement is made quickly. 
 
Torrential rain and wind at the Townsville Store saw 

some bags get wet after a couple of covers blew off. 

The store staff have been diligent in trying to inspect 

each bag prior to loading however some have arrived 

on farm. Account Managers are working with affected 

growers and will ensure that these issues are resolved. 
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ABC Rural 
By Anna Vidot 
 
Farm safety advocates say the science is in, and now is the time to 
start encouraging people to use quad bikes with roll bars. 
 
Manufacturers of the vehicles have long argued that crush 
protection bars cause more injuries than they prevent, and take 
the focus away from other safety measures like helmets and 
proper training. 
 
But Farmsafe Australia says there's mounting evidence that crush 
protection bars are more likely to save a life than not, if a quad 
bike rolls. 
 
Work Safe Australia statistics show that 54 Australians died using 
quad bikes between the beginning of 2011 and October 16, 2013.  
 
The causes of those deaths vary and didn't only happen on farms, 
but the popularity of quad-type vehicles among farmers means 
that's where much of the safety focus is, in both Australia and New 
Zealand. 
 
NZ Coroner Brandt Shortland, from north of Auckland, this week 
handed down his findings on five quad bike deaths, all farmers, 
three of whom were killed in accidents in one region, within six 
weeks of each other. 
 
Presenting his findings at a Farmsafe Australia symposium in 
Canberra, Mr Shortland said that helmets were a must, and that in 
his view, all five of those deaths could have been prevented if 
crush protection, or roll bars, had been installed.  
 
"In New Zealand, the position is that if a farmer wants to have 
rollover protection, that's their own decision. They're not 
discouraged, but they're not necessarily endorsed on a class level," 
he said. 
 
"I still think it's an individual thing. My view is that I think there's 
enough information to show that they will probably save a life 
more than [not]. 
 
"However, the farming variety of New Zealand is such that rollover 
protection might not be practical; riding under trees and things like 
that, it can flip up the quad bikes, for example. So in the right 
situation, at the right time, with the right rollover protection, I 
think there's merit." 
 
Arguments over whether roll bars improve the safety of quad bikes 
and similar vehicles has been going on for years, but researchers at 
the University of New South Wales (UNSW) say the data has 
reached critical mass. They've been conducting extensive stability 
and safety testing across a wide range of quad-type vehicles, 
looking at the way they handle in a range of environments and 
when they'll roll.  
 

The manufacturers are part of the reference group for that study, 
as is the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission 
(ACCC). 
 
Early next year, the UNSW researchers hope to have finalised a 
new star safety rating system for quad-type vehicles, similar to the 
Australian New Car Assessment Program (ANCAP), that rates car 
safety. 
 
Professor Raphael Grzebieta, from the UNSW's Transport and Road 
Safety Research Unit, says their research aims to use science to 
inform consumers of the limitations of these types of vehicles. 
 
"With the star rating, consumers will be able to assess safety based 
on the number of stars, not dissimilar to what already occurs with 
road vehicles," he said. 
 
"[When the ANCAP rating was introduced], it just revolutionised 
the safety of vehicles; we got airbags, we got seatbelts, it was a 
huge revolution. 
 
"The manufacturers of these [quad-type] vehicles have large 
resources of money, and what we want to do is encourage them to 
give us the best safety, and the best way to do that is to vote with 
your hip pocket, in other words, purchase the safer vehicle." 
 
The chairman of Farmsafe Australia, Charlie Armstrong, says he 
hopes that the emerging research and a potential star safety rating 
will encourage manufacturers to change their stance on roll bars. 
 
"Not one fatality [in Australia or New Zealand] has been reported 
yet from a bike that's had any of those structures fitted," he said.  
 
"Everything we're seeing, and particularly the University of NSW 
research project, is quite clearly showing that there are advantages 
from fitting some protective device." 
 
Tony Weber, the chief executive of the Federal Chamber of 
Automotive Industries, which represents the manufacturers, was 
not available to be interviewed before deadline for this story. 
 

FARMSAFE SAYS QUAD BIKE RESEARCH BACKS ROLL BARS 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/anna-vidot/4592718
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/whs-information/agriculture/quad-watch/pages/quad-bike-fatalities
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PRICING INFORMATION 
2013 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 4 October 2013 

 

* paid 

+ scheduled 

 
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 
responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not 
forward price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward 
priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected 
proceeds.  For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on 
the Wilmar website.  

 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 7 November 2013 

 
 

 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 11 October 2013 

See www.qslcom.au for more information 

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $219   

22 August 13* $235   

26 September 13* $256   

24 October 13 $262   

21 November 13 $273   

19 December 13 $283   

23 January 14 $303 77.5% 

20 February 14 $313 80.0% 

20 March 14 $323 82.5% 

24 April 14 $333 85.0% 

22 May 14 $352 90.0% 

26 June 14 $372 95.0% 

Final Payment $391 100% 

  Gross Net 

2013 Season $408 $384 

2014 Season $430 $406 

2015 Season $458 $434 

2016 Season $483 $459 

 $/Tonne IPS GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $404 

QSL Discretionary Pool $400 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $411 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $393 

QSL US Quota Pool $472 

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool $431 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $426 

http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/page/Growing_cane/Library/Videos/ 

Dear Growers 

 

Wilmar will be holding ‘State of the Sugar Market’ grower 
meetings in November. Karim Salamon from Wilmar Paris’ 
who is Head of Analysis of the Sugar Market for Wilmar 
International will be visiting all our milling regions to speak 
specifically about the sugar market.  

 

These meetings will cover: 

1)     Sugar market background 

2)     Sugar fundamentals influencing the market 

3)     The next 6 months 

 

We expect that each session will consist of around 30 
minutes of presentation, followed by questions and 
discussion. 

 

The details of the meetings are as follows: 

 

Wed 20
th

 November: Burdekin – Ayr Showgrounds 

Three presentations – 11am, 2pm and 4pm 

 

You do not need to book to come along to these meetings. 
Please come along to a session which suits you. 

Kind regards, 

 Richard McGuire 

Grower Pricing Officer 

 

http://www.sugarresearch.com.au/page/Growing_cane/Library/Videos/
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BPS Shed Meetings 

See page 5 of this canenews & 
past editions for dates & times 

 
9 November 

CORES Suicide Intervention 
Course 

9.00am - 5.00pm 
Burdekin Neighbourhood Centre 

Bookings essential,  
ph 0427 455 313 

 

11 November 
Soybean & Mungbean Meeting 

Time: 9.30 am – 12.30 pm 
Where: Ayr Research Station, 

Giddy Road 
 
 
 
 

 

20 November 
Wilmar Meetings 

Three presentations – 11am, 
2pm and 4pm 

Ayr showgrounds 
 

 

21 November 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin  

Members Only AGM 
7.00pm 

CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 
 

4 December 
WIS Water Quality Discovery Tour 

8.45am 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin, Ayr 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
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Disclaimer 
 
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” means 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our directors, officers, agents and 
employees. This newsletter has been compiled in good faith by CBL . 
Although we do our very best to present information that is correct and 
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or representations about the 
suitability, reliability, currency or accuracy of the information we present in 
this newsletter, for any purposes. 
 
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be excluded, we 
accept no responsibility for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred by 
you as a result of the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole responsibility and 
risk associated with the use and results of the information appearing in this 
newsletter, and you agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, or in connection 
with the use of this newsletter. We recommend that you contact CBL 
before acting on any information provided in this newsletter. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

HEAD OFFICE 
141 Young Street, Ayr 
Office Hours  Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm                                             4790 3600 
Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                         bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 
4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 
4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Palmer Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE  
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 
Office Open By Appointment 

 
 

4782 1922 

Gary Halliday Cane BMP Project Officer 0438 747 596 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 
Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 
Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

GrainGrowers PropertyWise Launch 

GrainGrowers will launch PropertyWise – The Ultimate Rural 
Property Report this month. Developed by GrainGrowers, 
the report provides a comprehensive assessment of the 
productivity potential for rural properties within Australia. The 
report also provides an analysis and evaluation of historical 
climate, crop, livestock, and satellite biometric data. The 
report utilises maps, tables and infographics to compare your 
farm against other rural enterprises within your Local 
Government Area (LGA).  

For more information regarding the report, please visit the 
PropertyWise website here.  

CSIRO climate case-study for exited farmers 

The CSIRO are currently engaged in a five-year project that 
aims to understand the decision-making processes and 
information needs of primary industries throughout Australia, 
in order to enhance their climate-related decision making. 
The CSIRO intend to conduct a case study on Australian 
farmers who have withdrawn their participation from farming 
due to growing climate pressures or environmental 
hardships. As leaving a farm is a significant transformation, 
the CSIRO is on the lookout for individuals who have 
undergone such experience, detailing into why they decided 
to leave farming, and in turn, what they are doing now.  

For more info, please contact Ally Lankester from CSIRO on 
0448 759 909 or via email at Ally.Lankester@csiro.au.  

Department of Industry Chemical Business Checklist  

The Australian Government’s Department of Industry 
Standing Committee on Chemicals has developed a new 
industry tool that will provide guidance to small and large 
enterprises in Australia, who wish to start and grow a 
chemical and plastics businesses. The Chemicals Business 
Checklist is the result of the collaboration between industry 
and different government jurisdictions. This new tool is 
designed to assist small, medium and large enterprises 
navigate through the requirements needed to establish and 
expand a chemical business in Australia 

The Checklist provides high-level information snapshots 
about the Australian regulatory framework for the chemicals 
and plastics industry in a simple format. The Checklist is a 
useful tool for anyone establishing or expanding a chemicals 
or plastics business including staff and contractors. The 
Checklist will be useful to anyone involved in the importation, 
manufacturing, supply and use, handling, transport and 
disposal of chemicals. 

The Checklist includes a comprehensive contacts list to 
direct businesses to the relevant regulatory body or 
government agency and, encourages them to consider the 
full life-cycle management of chemicals and plastics. The 
Chemicals Business Checklist will be online from 1 
November at the Industry website here.   

National Farmers’ National Farmers’ National Farmers’ 

FederationFederationFederation———UpdateUpdateUpdate   

http://www.propertywise.net.au
mailto:Ally.Lankester@csiro.au
http://www.industry.gov.au/ChemicalsChecklist

