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PIONEER MILL TOUR 

An improved milling performance coupled with near 
perfect harvest conditions and the much earlier finish to 
this year’s harvest has led to some concern by growers 
that  there may be a requirement under the 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Cane Supply Agreement to 
reward Wilmar for their crushing performance. 
 

Growers can be assured that the CBL CSA definitely 
does not require growers to reward Wilmar for 
good mill performance in any circumstances. 
 
In 2010 milling performance requirements were changed 
in the current agreement with the adoption of the 
Benchmark Dry Crushing Period Clause which was 
designed to encourage growers to maintain contract area 
and cane yields in order to deliver a crop to Wilmar that 
supports the maintenance of district crushing capacity at 
or above the agreed levels and for Wilmar to achieve a 
transport and crushing performance that enables the 
crushing season to be completed within a reasonable 
timeframe. 
 
The benchmark clause provides for additional payment 
for cane that is crushed after a defined period (after 
allowance for wet weather and other lost crushing time 
beyond Wilmar’s control)  with the rate of potential 
payment increasing for cane crushed after 21st 
November. 
 
A calculation to determine any payment to growers is 
required by February following the relevant season with a 
first tranche payment in March and final tranche in July 
following a relevant season. 
 
There is provision that the clause does not apply in a 
crushing season where the crop for the Burdekin is less 
than 7.29 million tonnes and the area for supply to 
Wilmar is less than 67000 hectares. 
 
All clauses of the CANEGROWERS Burdekin Supply 
Agreement are reviewed annually. 

MILL PERFORMANCE -

  CSA CLAUSE 

Directors of CANEGROWERS Burdekin continued their commitment to visit 
each Mill site when they visited Pioneer Mill on Wednesday. 
 
Pioneer Site Manager Paul Turnball provided an overview of the mill’s history 
and layout before escorting the Directors on a guided tour through each of 
the different sections that make up the mill’s operations. 
 
The following are crushing statistics of Pioneer Mill from the last five years: 

Wilmar, the Cane Auditors and CANEGROWERS Burdekin encourage all 
growers to undertake a tour of the mill they supply, get in quick before the 
crushing ends.   
 
Phone Tiffany at the CANEGROWERS office on 4790 3601 to register your 
interest  

Phil, Wayne, Sib, David & Arthur on the mill tour with Paul Turnbull the 

Site manager for Pioneer Mill  

Season 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Tonnes Cane Crushed 1,264,466 1,563,183 1,409,533 2,160,982 1,646,069 

Tonnes Cane Crushed 
per hour 503 523 541 479 517 

Tonnes Sugar Actual 186744 239192 194727 294517 231778 

CCS 15.00 15.50 14.11 13.94 14.46 

Season length (weeks) 26.60 19.81 28.67 30.07 25.59 

https://twitter.com/burdekincane
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CANEGROWERS’ leadership 
has earned the respect of 
community, industry and 

government for its persistence 
and professionalism.   

The Burdekin’s local and 
regional leadership is 

complemented  by 
CANEGROWRS’ leadership at 

national and international 
levels. 

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight  
on all issues affecting cane farmers businesses 

Vegetation Management 
 CANEGROWERS continues to work with the 

Queensland Government on the implementation of the 
Vegetation Management reforms. CANEGROWERS still 
have some serious concerns with the reform process 
and escalate these with Minister Cripps in the coming 
week.  

 CANEGROWERS’ concerns are equally shared with 
QFF and AgForce who are also making submissions to 
Minister Cripps.  

Below is a summary of just some of the actions undertaken by your CANEGROWERS Queensland in the past week to help you and the 
cane industry.   Current as at 24 Sep 2013 

Trade and Market Access 
 CANEGROWERS is coordinating leading a Global 

Sugar Alliance task group (comprising delegates from 
Australia, Brazil, Thailand and India) visit to Geneva 
and Brussels.  The focal point of the visit is to reinforce 
the importance of the European Commission not 
exceeding its export subsidy commitments and to 
ensure the elimination of all export subsidies remains a 
central issue for action in the WTO. 

 In Geneva CANEGROWERS met new WTO Director-
General Roberto Azevedeo, his Chef de Cabinet, and 
former Australian Ambassador, Tim Yeend as well as 
with Australia and Thailand’s current Ambassadors and 
the senior agricultural counsellors from Australia, 
Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Guatemala, Thailand, 
New Zealand and the USA.    

 In Brussels we met with senior officials from the 
European Commission’s Directorate-General’s for 
Trade and Agriculture as well as with the EU sugar 
producers groups, EU sugar users and Ambassadors 
and senior officials from the Australian Embassy and 
other Global Sugar Alliance member countries.  

Marketing 
 CANEGROWERS has undertaken to identify the 

implementation issues associated with grower title and 
take a proposal to the next ASA Marketing 
Forum.  QSL has offered its assistance in this process  

Smartcane BMP 
 CANEGROWERS finalised employment contracts for 

Smartcane BMP facilitators with the following districts: 
Innisfail, Proserpine, Maryborough, Isis, Mossman, 
Cairns, Mackay, Burdekin. 

 CANEGROWERS met with Department of Environment 
& Heritage Protection and Department of Agriculture 
Fisheries and Forestry to provide an update on the 
progress of the Smartcane BMP. 

 CANEGROWERS met with NRM CEOs on reef rescue 
and BMP. 

 Received a report from the Independent Science Panel 
(sponsored by State Government Department Premiers 
and Cabinet) to evaluate Smartcane BMP modules in 
delivering water quality benefits and meeting Reef Plan 
targets. Modules reviewed include: Drainage and 
Irrigation; Pest, disease and weed management; Soil 
health and plant nutrition management and Natural 
Systems Management. CANEGROWERS is currently 
evaluating the report. 

Electricity 
 CANEGROWERS has made a submission to the AER 

on their Expenditure Forecast Assessment and 
Expenditure Incentives Guidelines.  

 The submission highlighted the failure of the regulatory 
framework over the current regulatory control period 
and provided a range of solutions to fix the regulations. 
CANEGROWERS has urged the AER to take strong 
action to protect the interests of consumers – 
particularly irrigators.  

Rural Water Use Efficiency 
 CANEGROWERS has met with the Queensland 

Government this week to establish a common 
understanding of the application guidelines.  

 An application will be submitted by Friday 30 
September with the intention of improving farm 
productivity through better water application across the 
industry.  

 CANEGROWERS will be working with the districts to 
ensure the best outcome of the RWUE program can be 
achieved for all involved.  
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Representatives from Canegrowers Burdekin recently meet with 
George Christensen MP for Dawson.  
 
Topics covered included: 

 

 Extension of the Elliott Main Channel:  The level of 
evaporation in open channels distribution was mentioned as 
a possible obstacle to extending the system.  The way 
around this is to distribute through pipelines which of 
course has a higher cost.  The raising of the Burdekin Dam 
wall to provide more water for supply and thus offset 
evaporation losses was mentioned also. 

 

 Economic Interest, Chairman Phil commented that growers 
are looking for security of payment and a real say in 
marketing and would welcome support from government 
but not looking for a legislative requirement. 

 

 Haughton River bridge, George expected work to 
commence on this project and Yellow Gin Creek in the 
current term of government but Haughton project may not 
finish until 2018 at close to a cost of $500 million. 

 

 Bruce Highway bypass/alignment,  George said that there 
was no planning or resumption of a corridor on the agenda 
for this term.  A copy of the Government’s Policy to “Fix the 
Bruce Highway” was provided and is attached separately for 
members information. 

 

 Electricity, George would like to more details on our 
research into the effect of escalating electricity prices both 
historical increases and the impact of forecast increases. 

 

 Free trade agreements, it was agreed that China, Korea, 
Japan and Indonesia should be concentrated on.  A recent 
press report recommending that sugar and wool be omitted 
to achieve a free trade agreement with China was discussed. 

 

 Barnaby Joyce appointment as Minister for Agriculture 
portfolio noted.  

 

 Northern Development, next step will be to produce a 
white paper.    

 
When asked what we can do for him George requested that we 
keep him informed and provided any feedback on his statements 
even if it is disagree.  We provide George with a copy of canenews 
each week.  

DIRECTORS MEET WITH 

GEORGE CHRISTENSEN MP 

SAFETY UPDATE 

Railway Crossing Faults Line 
 
If you  ever become aware of a safety or fault at a Wilmar 
railway crossing call 1800 740 855 and to quote the crossing 
number which is noted at the bottom of the sign. 
 

The 1800 number is answered by one of the Wilmar Traffic 
Offices. 
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2013 SEASON CRUSHING STATISTICS 

Unfilled Bins 

The graph on the right 

shows the number of 

unfilled bins per week 

by mill, with the table 

below showing the 

estimated tonnes lost 

from the unfilled bins 

based in the weekly 

average bin size per 

mill. 

Season to date there 

have been 23,889 

unfilled bins  which 

approximates to  

124,650 tonnes. 

Approx Tonnes Impacted By Unfilled Bins 
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Invicta 813 1155 673 652 1685 593 974 720 893 430 897 343 999 567 807 1079

Pioneer 513 329 398 30 187 92 171 137 156 54 262 143 139 91 142 1443

Kalamia 1589 627 92 72 23 17 29 66 33 74 40 165 131 49 72 95

Inkerman 717 105 238 267 114 243 179 153 194 153 109 123 132 179 150 92

Total per week 3632 2216 1401 1021 2009 945 1353 1076 1276 711 1308 774 1401 886 1171 2709
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Invicta 4683 6618 3998 3853 9756 3534 5727 4277 5224 2541 5328 2037 5854 3249 4592 6226 71272

Pioneer 2539 1629 1974 152 950 460 865 684 768 269 1294 704 681 445 680 6840 14093

Kalamia 9677 3850 576 454 146 107 185 424 209 471 256 1040 824 306 446 581 18969

Inkerman 4725 693 1585 1794 768 1628 1205 1019 1302 1030 727 818 866 1169 987 599 20316

Total per week 21624 12789 8133 6253 11621 5729 7982 6404 7503 4311 7605 4598 8225 5169 6705 14246 124650
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http://www.bses.com.au/page/library/videos  

KFSU Ltd Managing Director Gordon Edwards hosted a tour of the Ayr factory on 
Tuesday. 
 
The tour was designed to show case the factory and provide potential investors 
with an overview of where the company was heading with particular enthuses on 
the fact that over the coming months KFSU would commission a world first 
manufacturing plant that will produce 1,320,000 kilograms of sugar cane dietary 
fibre per annum. 
  
Following successful trials into the Australian and Japanese markets, the Federal 
Government has supported an expansion into commercial scale production with a 
grant of $1.8million through its Commercialisation Australia grant 
program.  Gordon advised  “We are extremely grateful for the support from 
Commercialisation Australia which signals confidence in the sugarcane industry, 
our process, and our ambition towards becoming a leader in the field of sugarcane 
diversification and healthy products from agricultural raw materials.”   
 
Gordon also advised that now is the time for local investors to come on board 
with a minimum investment of $10,000 for shares at 10 cents each.   Gordon is 
contactable on 0457 399 324. 

OPPORTUNITY TO INVEST IN KFSU  

FERAL PHOTOGRAPHY 
COMPETITION 

Entries close on 30 September for the Invasive Animals 
Cooperative Research Centre Photography Competition.  The 
competition now in its third year showcases photos of feral 
animals.  All entries must be unpublished, original photos showing 
pest animals living in the wild, the damage caused by pest animals, 
or even photos that show you using some of the various methods 
that are available for pest monitoring and humane control. 
 
The competition is free to enter with the following prizes up for 
grabs: 
 

 1st Prize: iPad 2 16GB with wifi and 3G 

 2nd Prize: Samsung Galaxy Tab 2 7.0 8GB 

 3rd Prize: $150 RM Williams Voucher and subscription to the 
Outback Magazine 

 Outback subscriptions for best remote camera and highly 
commended entries 

 
To enter the competition visit http://www.invasiveanimals.com/
feral-photos/to upload your entries. 

Gordon Edwards hosting a tour of the Ayr factory 

http://www.bses.com.au/page/library/videos
http://www.invasiveanimals.com/feral-photos/
http://www.invasiveanimals.com/feral-photos/
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Ravensdown signs agreement with Louis 

Dreyfus Commodities for the sale of  its 

Western Australian operations 

“Given Ravensdown’s decision to exit the Western Australian market, this conditional agreement will be a good 

outcome for shareholders, staff and agents, as it gives more certainty over the transfer of ownership,” said Greg 

Campbell, Chief Executive at Ravensdown. “There are still some aspects of the deal to work through as part of 

the sales process, with the aim of concluding prior to December.” 

 

In the context of the agreement, Louis Dreyfus Commodities will acquire the assets, resources and existing 

contracts of Ravensdown’s Western Australian operations, in what constitutes the company’s first major 

investment in this region of Australia. Louis Dreyfus Commodities aims to offer its full product portfolio in Australia, 

including fertilizers, crop protection and at a later stage, seeds, in order to provide full-scale support to farmers. 

 

“The opportunity to acquire the Ravensdown assets in Western Australia fits well with our growth strategy in Asia,” 

said Robert Green, Chief Executive Officer of Louis Dreyfus Commodities in Australia. “It highlights our 

confidence in and continued commitment to agriculture in Australia, where we have been present since 1913.” 
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Disclaimer 
 
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” means 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our directors, officers, agents and 
employees. This newsletter has been compiled in good faith by CBL . 
Although we do our very best to present information that is correct and 
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or representations about the 
suitability, reliability, currency or accuracy of the information we present in 
this newsletter, for any purposes. 
 
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be excluded, we 
accept no responsibility for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred by 
you as a result of the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole responsibility and 
risk associated with the use and results of the information appearing in this 
newsletter, and you agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, or in connection 
with the use of this newsletter. We recommend that you contact CBL 
before acting on any information provided in this newsletter. 

CANEGROWERS WEATHER 

UPDATE  

Did you know the CANEGROWERS website has a section 
dedicated to weather?  When you log onto the website there 
is a weather tab at the end of the header bar.  Click on this, 
enter your postcode and the weeks forecast for your area 
will be displayed.  The forecast for Home Hill is represented 
below. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

HEAD OFFICE 
141 Young Street, Ayr 
Office Hours  Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm    
Fri:  9am - 3pm 

 
4790 3600 

 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 
4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 
4790 3604 

Helen Napier Regional Insurance Manager 0408 638 518 
4790 3606 

Michelle Andrews Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Palmer Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE  
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 
Office Open By Appointment 

 
 

4782 1922 

Gary Halliday Cane BMP Project Officer 0438 747 596 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano marano@bigpond.com 

Chair 

0404 004 371 

David Lando david@landoandsons.com.au 

Deputy Chair 

0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

Wilmar Cane Transport have been conducting a trial of “Banana 
Bins” in the Invicta Mill supply area. 
 
The trial is looking at utilising the space between facing bins to 
transport extra cane by installing a rubber gusset or sling in the 
space between the two bins. This allows in excess of another tonne 
of cane on a two bin combination to be transported to the mill. 
 
The bins being used in the trial have been specially marked with 
two colour fluro paint. 
 
The installed gusset can be clearly observed in the photograph here 
supplied by Harvesting Contractor and CANEGROWERS member 
Gary Stockham. 

INCREASED BIN  

CAPACITY TRIAL  
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QSL UPDATE BY CARLA KEITH 
QSL is proud to deliver its 2012/13 Annual 
Report, which is now available on our 

website at www.qsl.com.au. The report shows the value derived by 
QSL for members throughout the last financial year. A key highlight 
of this year’s report is a performance snapshot of each of our value 
offerings (financing, pricing, marketing and logistics) including a 
historical five-year overview. If you would like a hard copy version, 
please email meryl.inch@qsl.com.au.  
 
In this article, we have incorporated some of the key highlights 
from the report and recent updates on our activities in each of our 
value offerings. 
 
Financing  
 
As you know, QSL has a well established financing structure which 
allows us to continue to provide advance payments to millers, 
which they pass onto growers throughout the year.  This is funded 
through our commercial paper program which is supported by our 
$500m standby credit facility.  In order to keep costs down for 
members, QSL has this year reduced the facility limit down to $300 
million for a four month period when lower cash flows are 
required. By taking this approach to our standby credit facility, 
combined with more favourable lending terms we are aiming to 
achieve estimated annual benefits of $1.4 million each year. This 
will mean further cost savings then the already low average cost of 
funds achieved last year.  
 
In 2012/13Financial Year, the weighted average cost of funds was 
at its lowest in five years, at 3.48%.  This low cost of funding is 
passed onto members through the QSL Shared Pool to finance the 
Advances Program. 
 
Pricing  
 
Growers can monitor and track the performance of QSL’s pricing 
pools via the Price Pool Matrices, published on our website 
(www.qsl.com.au).  This information is updated regularly and is all 
about giving growers a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are 
performing over the current season.  The prices given are in Gross 
$A dollars/ IPS tonnes and don’t include a firm shared pool 
allocation and are current as at 30.08.13. 

In 2012/13 QSL outperformed the market benchmark by an 
average of $20 per tonne IPS in QSL-managed ICE 11 pools.  By 
actively managing chartering activities, obtaining net premiums 
greater than the benchmark and the Finance Rebate provided by 

corporate activities, QSL obtained a net positive allocation of $1.03 
per tonne IPS to the Shared Pool.    
 
Marketing  
 
As we prepare to receive the Harvest Pool Production Buffer 
tonnage the marketing team is working with our buyers to ensure 
we can find the appropriate homes to maximise the value of this 
sugar. As you know, this sugar is not able to be sold until it is 
received at our terminals. Our best prospects appear to be in the 
deficit Asian market, but the team continues to look at 
opportunities for high returning sales into all markets.  
 
2012/13 highlight: QSL outperformed the marketing premium 
benchmark by $5.02 per tonne IPS.   
 
Logistics  
QSL has received around 1.8 million tonnes of sugar at its six bulk 
sugar terminals. We expect to start to receive the 590,000 tonnes 
of Harvest Pool Production Buffer tonnage next month. As we 
progress through the season, QSL closely monitors and manages 
the storage peaks at each of its bulk sugar terminals. We manage 
peak levels through the coordinated operation of our terminals 
across the state in conjunction with our marketing and shipping 
arrangements.  
In good news, exports direct out of Bundaberg are underway with 
the first to occur this week, weather permitting. To-date, we have 
shipped around 190,000 tonnes of sugar out of the sheds at 
Bundaberg using a smaller vessel. We plan to ship another 93,000 
tonnes with the majority of this going direct to customers over the 
next two weeks. Further dredging of the port is due to be 
completed by the end of the year with the port to be restored to 
pre-flood shipping conditions by the New Year.  
 
In 2012/13 more than 98% of sugar exports were delivered in-full 
and on-time. 
 

Ph. Carla 0409 372 305  Cathy: 0409 285 074 

Email: Carla.Keith@qsl.com.au 

 Cathy.Kelly@qsl.com.au 

Helen & Martine 
your 

CANEGROWERS Insurance Brokers 

As insurance brokers we work for you  
not the insurance company 

Ready now to help you get the best value for your 
insurance. 

 
Don’t renew your insurance until you talk to us. 

Phone 4790 3606 

Current as of 30 August 2013 2013 Gross 

QSL Harvest Pool $392 

QSL Discretionary Pool $394 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $404 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $392 

QSL US Quota Pool $489 

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool $429 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $411 

http://www.qsl.com.au
mailto:meryl.inch@qsl.com.au
http://www.qsl.com.au
mailto:Carla.Keith@qsl.com.au
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MARKET OVERVIEW  

BY QSL TREASURER STEPHEN STONE  

Market Commentary  
 
Sugar  
 
Sugar prices have been relatively stable recently, reflecting the interplay of sugar fundamentals versus broader financial market themes. 
The positive themes in sugar markets continue to gather momentum; albeit slowly. A growing number of sugar analysts suggest we are 
heading toward a tighter balance in world sugar supplies.  
 
Why are sugar fundamentals suggesting a transition to a more balanced market? The answer lays in both supply and demand variables. 
With flat prices falling almost 60% over the past three seasons, and a futures curve normalising to compensate for the carrying of sugar 
forward, production is reduced and supply finds its way into storage. One particularly interesting variable during the price downtrend has 
been the signals given by the refined market. Refining margins have been consistently stronger than one would expect in a surplus 
market, leading to a firmer prompt raw market. Such signals go some way to explaining the phenomenon of the ‘surplus that never really 
arrived’.  As the refined market is less controlled, it is more elastic to world price movements and less likely to be stored. The refined 
market has shown we have continually underestimated demand. With a huge population in Asia consuming more sugar ever year, this 
has made the demand variable more difficult to predict.  
 
 
 Another interesting observation has been the market’s reaction to movements in speculative positioning in sugar futures. We believe the 
speculative market, now turning a net short position to a net long, is indicative of another large market segment acknowledging the 
broader transition to more balanced conditions in global sugar markets.  
 
 Elsewhere, the US monetary authorities are creating increasing volatility in all asset markets as they have become less certain of when 
they will end their supportive bond buying program, in place since the GFC. This uncertainty is causing large movements in all markets as 
money flows into, and out of, US$ assets. The direct implication for sugar markets is the extreme volatility this is causing in leading sugar 
related currencies of Brazil, India and Thailand. Broad US$ strength lowers effective cost of production for these producers  which may 
influence planting decisions, and also makes spot and forward hedging more attractive. A sustained period of US$ strength is a positive 
for all sugar exporters in local currency terms,  yet will always provide a negative headwind for world sugar prices.      
 
Currency 
 
 The Australian currency has regained composure in recent weeks, shaking off the very negative sentiment that saw it fall sharply from 
above parity to the US$ this year.  After consolidating at the US90 cent level, a combination of factors has seen it rally to the US95 cent 
level, attracting the attention of the RBA.  
  
The main driver at present is the broader US$ sentiment, buffeted by the inconsistent US economic data. The FOMC last week, where US 
monetary officials set policy, saw a surprisingly cautious approach taken. This sent the US$ into a tailspin in all markets, and sent the 
Australian dollar quickly to US95 cents. As the local market is underweight, the A$ may now have to endure a stronger currency in the 
short-term until US officials are more confident their economy is growing sufficiently.  This is not a game changer for our currency; it 
essentially delays further weakness. 
 
We expect the RBA will combat the unexpected currency strength with another interest rate cut, yet stronger data in China and locally 
will make this a difficult decision. In addition, the rate cuts have been fueling residential house prices, and the RBA are l ikely to be 
reluctant to see a price bubble emerge. 
 
 
While all care is taken in the preparation of this report the reliability or accuracy of the information provided in the document is not guaranteed. QSL 

does not accept any responsibility to any person for the decisions and actions taken by that person with respect to any of the information contained in 

this report.  

 

QSL is a global leader in raw sugar marketing and supports the development of the Australian sugar industry by providing high quality marketing, 

information and logistics services to Queensland growers and millers. To receive market updates and other news via email, visit www.qsl.com.au 
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PRICING INFORMATION 
2013 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 12 September 2013 

 

* paid 

+ scheduled 

 
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 
responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not 
forward price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward 
priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected 
proceeds.  For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on 
the Wilmar website.  

 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 27 September 2013 

 
 

 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 30 August 2013 

See www.qslcom.au for more information 

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $219   

22 August 13* $235   

26 September 13 $256   

24 October 13 $266   

21 November 13 $276   

19 December 13 $287   

23 January 14 $284 72.5% 

20 February 14 $294 75% 

20 March 14 $314 80% 

24 April 14 $333 85% 

22 May 14 $353 90% 

26 June 14 $373 95% 

Final Payment $393 100% 

  Gross Net 

2013 Season $418 $394 

2014 Season $442 $418 

2015 Season $463 $439 

2016 Season $478 $454 

 $/Tonne IPS GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $392 

QSL Discretionary Pool $394 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $404 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $392 

QSL US Quota Pool $489 

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool $429 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $411 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 
7 October 

Labor Day Public Holiday 
 

9 October 
Dry Tropics Pest Advisory Forum 

9.00am - 3.00pm 
Alpha Town Hall, Cnr Tennyson & Drydon Streets, Alpha 

 
5 November 

LBLCA (Landcare) Meeting 
5.00pm 

John Hy Peake Room, Burdekin Shire Council 
 
 

21 November 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin AGM 
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 

Estimated End Dates per 
Mill for the 2013 Crush 

 
Invicta - 8 October 

Pioneer - 13 October 
Inkerman - 19 October 
Kalamia - 22 October 

 
 Based on revised factory throughputs with no rain and 

assuming a continuation of crop estimate trends. 
These estimated will be reviewed weekly. 
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QFF AGM WELCOMES JOANNE GRAINGER TO SECOND 

TERM AS PRESIDENT 

THE Queensland Farmers’ Federation welcomes southwest 
Queensland cotton grower Joanne Grainger to her second term as 
president of the organisation, having served as QFF president since 
2011, following the QFF annual general meeting last week. Ms 
Grainger is joined again by Kingaroy dairy farmer Brian Tessmann, 
who is again serving as QFF vice-president, and continuing his 
current well-known industry role as president of the Queensland 
Dairyfarmers’ Organisation (QDO). The make-up of the QFF Board 
and Council also changed with CANEGROWERS board member 
and senior vice-chairman Allan Dingle, who farms near Bundaberg, 
joining the Board and Council to replace CANEGROWERS former 
senior vice-chairman Joe Russo. Mr Russo had been a QFF 
councillor since 2004. Darling Downs cotton grower Stuart 
Armitage, Cecil Plains, has replaced a position on the Board left 
vacant by retiring long-term board member and councillor, Gary 
Sansom. (Further details on Mr Sansom’s achievements and 20-
plus year contribution to QFF is available here). 

QUEENSLAND’S IMPROVING WEATHER SERVICES 

THE Bureau of Meteorology’s detailed seven-day forecasts will 
soon be available for 67 sites across Queensland. The week-ahead 
forecasts are currently available for only 4 locations in the 
southeast. The new and expanded service, made available through 
the Next Generation Forecast and Warning System will help 
communities, business, agriculture and emergency services better 
plan weather-dependent activities. It will also aid with preparations 
for severe weather. The improved service for Queensland will be 
available from early October. It will deliver long term and detailed 
predictions to help farmers to plan for activities such as crop 
spraying, dusting and harvesting. It will also enable fire agencies 
to better plan for controlled burns and give emergency services 
more notice of adverse weather such as strong winds, extreme 
temperatures and heavy rains. 

Further improvements to the Bureau's forecast and warning service 
will be introduced online around the middle of next year. The 
MetEye link on the Bureau’s website will have a point-and-
click facility on the map of Queensland with access to seven-day 
forecasts and observations for thousands of locations across the 
state – including coastal waters zones. 

MORE THAN 60 PER CENT OF QUEENSLAND DROUGHT-

DECLARED 

Continuing hot, dry weather has put more than 60 per cent of 
Queensland into drought. Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
Minister John McVeigh said Charters Towers, Central Highlands, 
Woorabinda, Isaac, Barcaldine and the remainder of Blackall-
Tambo shires had been added to the growing list of drought-
declared areas. This takes the number of drought-declared shires to 
25, including seven part-declared. There are also 25 individually 
droughted property (IDP) declarations in place in three other shires.  

The State Government is providing some relief from rent increases 
for affected producers, and also eligible producers can apply for the 
Drought Relief Assistance Scheme (DRAS).  DRAS provides up to 
50 per cent freight subsidies on fodder and water while an area is 
drought declared and freight subsidies for restocking and returning 
from agistment after the drought declaration is revoked. DRAS now 
also provides a rebate of 50 per cent for water infrastructure 
purchased to meet emergency animal welfare needs, as part of the 
new drought assistance package recently announced. The 
Queensland Government will provide up to $20,000 (excluding 
GST) to drought-declared producers under DRAS each financial 
year. The maps of drought-declared areas and boundary 
descriptions can be found at: www.longpaddock.qld.gov.au 
Producers applying for DRAS including the Emergency Water 
Infrastructure Rebate should contact the Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry on 13 25 23 or access to DRAS claim forms 
and IDP applications can be found at www.daff.qld.gov.au  

Drought Policy Reform 

This week, the NFF Drought Working Group held a teleconference 
to discuss the next steps on engaging with the new Federal 
Government. Members agreed on the importance of revisiting the 
significant work undertaken by NFF members over the last 12 
months, and to not take the previous government’s commitments as 
a given. Members agreed that the NFF needed to engage the new 
Federal Government as a matter of urgency, while NFF members 
needed to engage their relevant jurisdictions, and gauge their 
appetite for changing the recently agreed intergovernmental 
agreement. The Working Group discussed seasonal conditions 
around the country, and while winter cropping regions have 
generally received good winter/spring rainfall, there are still major 
concerns in Queensland and Western NSW. With over sixty percent 
of Queensland declared in drought by the Queensland 
Government, this will be the first real test for the current National 
Drought Policy arrangements. 
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Structural Ageing in the Australian Farm Sector 

This week, the NFF, Sheepmeat Council of Australia and Cattle 
Council of Australia received a briefing from Neil Barr on a project 
he is working on regarding structural ageing in the Australian Farm 
Sector. The project has been commissioned by the Rural Industries 
Research and Development Corporation (RIRDC) as part of the 
National Rural Issues program and aims to build a greater 
understanding of farmer demographics, including the entry and exit 
of farmers at all ages. Once the project is finalised, the findings will 
be considered by the 2050 Committee. For further information, 
please contact NFF Rural Affairs Manager, Dave McKeon via 
email.   

Graham Centre’s third Monograph now available  

The Graham Centre’s third Monograph ‘Row spacing of winter 
crops in broad scale agriculture in southern Australia’ has now 
become available. The 'Graham Centre Monograph Series' aims to 
publish in-depth, peer-reviewed scientific reviews on topics relevant 
to farming systems in temperate Australia. The Monographs 
document current scientific understanding in a form that is 
accessible and relevant to a wide audience, including researchers, 
students and advisors.   

‘Row spacing of winter crops in broad scale agriculture in southern 
Australia’ is available as a pdf to download from the Centre’s 
website here. 

NRMA report: 14 cents between cheapest and most expensive 

towns 

An 18 month analysis of fuel prices in regional towns across NSW 
and the ACT has outlined an average gap of 14 cents between the 
cheapest and most expensive areas, according to NRMA’s Browser 
Buster website.  

The report found the top three cheapest places to buy diesel in the 
past 18 months were Moama (147.8cpl), Sydney (147.9cpl) and 
Tweed Heads South (150.1cpl). The three most expensive were 
Bega (157.2cpl), Tumut (160.8cpl) and Cooma (161.8cpl).  

http://www.qff.org.au/qff-identity-retires-at-agm-september-19-2013/
http://www.longpaddock.qld.gov.au/
http://www.daff.qld.gov.au/
mailto:dmckeon@nff.org.au
http://www.csu.edu.au/research/grahamcentre/research/publications.htm
http://www.mynrma.com.au/motoring/car-care/bowser-buster.htm
http://www.mynrma.com.au/motoring/car-care/bowser-buster.htm

