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Directors of CANEGROWERS Burdekin continued their commitment to visit 
each Mill site when they visited Invicta Mill yesterday. 
 
Invicta Production Manager Brett Kuskopf provided an overview of the mill’s 
history and layout before escorting the Directors on a guided tour through 
each of the different sections that make up the mill’s operations. 
 
The mill is currently manufacturing JA Sugar for export and Brett commented 
that dirt and fibre levels have been the lowest in the six years that he has 
been at Invicta. 
 
Brett also said that major items for capital expenditure in the coming 
maintenance period are for the replacement of the HP tank and 
replacement of the economiser on No. 3 boiler. 
 
On current estimations Invicta Mill will be the first to finish in the Burdekin 
this crushing season and with only a few weeks remaining if any growers are 
interested in a tour to any mill this crushing season please phone Tiffany at 
the CANEGROWERS office on 4790 3601 to arrange. 

INVICTA MILL TOUR 

Directors and laboratory staff  after observing cane juice 
being analysed in the Invicta Mill Laboratory 

From left - Jenna Stockham (Juice Analyst), Brett 
Kuskopf, Russell Jordan, Steve Pilla, Marie Watson (Cane 

Auditor In Charge), Owen Menkens and Sib Torrisi. 

RATES FIGHT SHOWCASED IN BURDEKIN GROWER 
Our message of cane farmers not being giving a fair go by the Council when it comes to 
general rates appeared in the Burdekin Grower section of the local papers on Thursday 
and Friday of this week. 
 
When you see a Councillor it would be appreciated if this message could be passed onto 
them.  The rate in the dollar charged to cane farmers is well above all other categories 
even though crop estimates are down for 2012, sugar prices are decreasing and the 
effects of yellow cane syndrome were unknown. 
 
Council has allocated a RID of 3.551 to cane farming land.  This allocation is over 3 

times higher than the RID allocated to Commercial properties.    So for an average cane 

farm that has a land valuation of $300,000 the General Rates charged are $10,653 whilst a Commercial property that 

has the same land valuation is only charged $3,459. 

To help CANEGROWERS fight for cane farmers against rates and other cost increases please drop off the last five years of your financials, 

this information will be kept completely confidential and used to demonstrate how the increasing costs with the decreasing sugar prices 

adversely affect cane farmers. 

Please drop the financials to the Ayr Office at 141 Young Street.  Debra  can be contacted on 4790 3603 or 0417 709 435 to discuss this 

matter. 

https://twitter.com/burdekincane
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight  
on all issues affecting cane farmers businesses 

Transport 
 CANEGROWERS attended the quarterly meeting of the Road 

Freight Industry Council (RFIC). Negotiations are on track to 
develop a separate Agricultural Freight Industry Council, an 
initiative developed by CANEGROWERS.  

 
Vegetation Management 
 QFF members met to discuss the impact of the Vegetation 

Management regulations. As agreed at the September Board, 
CANEGROWERS will be writing to Minister Cripps to convey the 
sugarcane industry’s concerns. 

 
Reef Rescue 
 Matt Kealley attended a Reef Rescue forum “Informing 

Prioritisation of Reef Rescue 2 Delivery: Water Quality Grants 
and Partnerships, and System Repair and Water Quality 
Improvement Plan Grants” in Mackay. 

 The meeting discussed Reef Rescue / Reef Rescue 2 and Reef 
Plan context from the Queensland and Australian 
Governments.  An overview of Reef Rescue 2 successful 
proposals from Reef Catchments was also provided. 

 Reef Catchments provided an overview of their “game 
changers” project which includes $3M of funding over the next 
5 years for Project Catalyst.  The focus of this project will be 
nutrient management programs focusing on EC mapping and 
block yield potential and chemical management for Wet 
Tropics, Mackay and Burdekin NRM regions.   

 Matt Kealley provided the forum with an overview of industry 
involvement and how CANEGROWERS saw alignment with the 
Smartcane BMP, SRA, PEC Unit and industry extension. 

 
Rats 
 CANEGROWERS application for a new Damage Mitigation 

Permit to control the ground and climbing rat has been 
approved.  The permit covers cane farms in the milling regions 
between Plane Creek to Mossman. 

 
 
 
 

Below is a summary of just some of the actions undertaken by your CANEGROWERS Queensland in the past week to help you and the 
cane industry.   Current as at 17 Sep 2013 

Marketing 
 Following release of the Green Pool report, CANEGROWERS 

met in Townsville with suppliers to Wilmar’s mills and the 
Australian based Wilmar team (Jean-Luc Bohbot withdrew 
from the meeting).  We also met Minister McVeigh, Mackay 
Sugar, ACFA and QSL to discuss the recommended approach. 
All grower groups and ACFA have expressed their strong 
support.  

 Last Friday, CANEGROWERS (Paul Schembri, Allan Dingle, 
Steve Guazzo, Kevin Borg, Warren Males and Ron Mullins) 
participated in the Australian Sugar industry Alliance (ASA) 
Raw Sugar Export Marketing Forum. The Chairman (Paul 
Schembri) said that Green Pool / Farmarco had been asked to 
undertake a broad assessment of the industry’s export 
marketing structures with a view of developing a structure 
that was sustainable over the longer term, and that 
CANEGROWERS board had adopted the report and the 
“Grower Title” recommendation as a basis for further industry 
engagement on the industry’s future marketing 
arrangements.  
 Wilmar formally withdrew its “Grower Choice” 

proposal. 
 CANEGROWERS made it very clear that we are looking 

for genuine and tangible progress to restoring 
credibility and stability to the marketing system. 

 Mills have undertaken to provide a response with 
alternative options within a month.  During this time, 
CANEGROWERS will further develop the “Grower Title” 
proposal to address implementation issues. 

Plant breeding review  
 Further discussions have been held with SRA with regard to 

the regional workshops to review the plant breeding 
objectives and the relative economic genetic value (rEGV) 
selection program. Three main issues are being worked on 
prior to these workshop: 
 SRA will consider how ratoonability can be defined 

and incorporated into the selection criteria. 
 SRA will consider how niche varieties (local needs) 

can be incorporated into the final selection. 
 A small sub-committee Jim Crane, Burn Ashburner 

and SRA plant breeders will update and revisit the 
economic factors used in rEGV. 

Electricity 
 CANEGROWERS met Ian McLeod (CEO, Ergon) to continue to 

press the case for the development and establishment of 
network tariff structures suitable for irrigation use. Both Mr 
McLeod and Dr Malcolm Roberts (Chairman, QCA) have agreed 
to attend the next CANEGROWERS Electricity Committee 
meeting, which will be held in mid-October. 

 CANEGROWERS submission to the QCA electricity 
determination will reinforce the following points: 
 Electricity tariffs for irrigation must continue 
 Electricity price increases for irrigation use must not 

seek to recover “lost revenue” arising from the 
government’s decision to halve this year’s price 
increase from 20% to 10% 

 Electricity tariffs for food and fibre production should 
reflect irrigation as a base load and off-peak user of 
electricity. 

Smartcane BMP 
 Malcolm Petrie met with DAFFQ to discuss extension 

alignment between the Smartcane BMP facilitator network 
and the DAFFQ sugarcane BMP extension service in support of 
the Smartcane BMP facilitators’ engagement and training 
program for growers. 

 CANEGROWERS attended the State Government sponsored 
Independent Science Panel review of the Smartcane BMP 
modules including: 
 Natural Systems Management. 
 Crop Production and Harvest Management. 
 Drainage and Irrigation Management. 
 Pest, Disease and Weed Management. 
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2013 SEASON CRUSHING STATISTICS 

Unfilled Bins 

The graph on the right 

shows the number of 

unfilled bins per week by 

mill, with the table below 

showing the estimated 

tonnes lost from the 

unfilled bins based in the 

weekly average bin size 

per mill. 

Season to date there 

have been 31,280 

unfilled bins  which 

approximates to  92,350 

tonnes. 
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Invicta 4683 6618 3998 3853 9756 3534 5727 4277 5224 2541 13455 5214 15245 8777 12484 105386

Pioneer 2539 1629 1974 152 950 460 865 684 768 269 3925 2162 2153 1433 2180 22142
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http://www.bses.com.au/page/library/videos  

The Australian Government has announced $15 million is to be 
allocated to the Burdekin dry tropics natural resource management 
region over the next three years as part of the Reef Rescue 
program. 
 
Over the next few weeks NQ Dry Tropics will be looking at the last 
five years with the goal to build improvements into the next stage 
of grants. 
 
Grants may be available as early as November this year. 
 
When more information becomes available we will continue to 
keep you updated in the canenews. 

REEF RESCUE UPDATE 

SERIOUS ABOUT SAFE 
BUSINESS 

Women in Sugar Burdekin will be hosting a workshop that will 
provide you with the information and tools to help identify what 
you need to do to make your workplace safer and how to go about 
it. 
 
The free two hour workshop “Serious About Safe Business” will be 
held in early November, with expressions of interest now taken to 
secure the workshop. 
 
Participants of the workshop will be provided with practical 
information, template documents and activities to help manage 
health and safety requirements on their farm. 
 
To register your interest contact Terri Buono at 
terri.buono@daff.qld.gov.au . 
 
The hosts of the workshop, Women in Sugar (WIS) meet each 
month on the second Wednesday of the month from 9.30am at 
the CANEGROWERS Building Ayr.  If you are a woman involved in 
the sugar industry come and attend a meeting to see if you would 
like to become a member of the group.   

QSL and Canegrowers Burdekin today hosted an on farm Japanese 
delegation from the Agriculture and Livestock Industries 
Corporation.   ALIC provides payments to Japanese producers and 
millers of cane and beet as well as imports raw sugar. 

JAPANESE DELEGATION VISIT 
THE BURDEKIN 

http://www.bses.com.au/page/library/videos
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The installation of the new Ravensdown Bagging Plant at Townsville is on track and 

will soon be commissioned.  The bagging plant will allow 24 * 7 bagging.  
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Disclaimer 
 
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” means 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our directors, officers, agents and 
employees. This newsletter has been compiled in good faith by CBL . 
Although we do our very best to present information that is correct and 
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or representations about the 
suitability, reliability, currency or accuracy of the information we present in 
this newsletter, for any purposes. 
 
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be excluded, we 
accept no responsibility for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred by 
you as a result of the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole responsibility and 
risk associated with the use and results of the information appearing in this 
newsletter, and you agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, or in connection 
with the use of this newsletter. We recommend that you contact CBL 
before acting on any information provided in this newsletter. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

HEAD OFFICE 
141 Young Street, Ayr 
Office Hours  Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm    
Fri:  9am - 3pm 

 
4790 3600 

 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 
4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 
4790 3604 

Helen Napier Regional Insurance Manager 0408 638 518 
4790 3606 

Michelle Andrews Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Palmer Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE  
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 
Office Open By Appointment 

 
 

4782 1922 

Gary Halliday Cane BMP Project Officer 0438 747 596 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano marano@bigpond.com 

Chair 

0404 004 371 

David Lando david@landoandsons.com.au 

Deputy Chair 

0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

Geraldine Cantarella 
Kalamia Mill Cane Auditor 

 
I have had a connection with the sugar industry all my life, having 
grown up on a farm, then after leaving school attending the Sugar 
School in Mackay, before starting at Inkerman Mill as a juice 
chemist.  After that season, I left to marry and raise our 4 children. 
 
In 2000 I returned as a juice chemist at Inkerman and continued in 
that position for 4 years before working as a control chemist for 3 
years.  I had a break for a year, and was fortunate to be offered an 
advanced auditor position at Pioneer.  I found auditing very 
interesting and enjoyable.  Chris Mann, my supervisor, was very 
knowledgeable, thorough and helpful.  I learnt a lot from her in that 
time.  
 
Last year after 3 years at Pioneer, I was offered the position as work 
place co-ordinator at Kalamia Mill.  I was a little unsure of the 
change at first but have found the mill staff and auditors good to 
work with.  I have been blessed to have had great teams of auditors 
to work with both this year and last.  At present we have Vicki Lewis 
and Ray Collinson; both are extremely experienced and both have 
been in the senior auditor position.  We also have Patricia 
Ashworth, who although quite new to the position is keen, reliable 
and a pleasure to work with.  
 
The crush is flying along and although there have been some 
stoppages, none of them have been major. The milling train has 
had a few problems in the last few weeks but, other than that, 
most stops have been for maintenance or minor problems. 
 
One thing that can cause cane pay problems is consignment 
dockets with incomplete or incorrect information on them; often 
variety or block.  It can be of great consequence if one of these 
rakes of cane is chosen for fibre collection as the results are then 
compromised. The more accurate the information, the better it is 
for all. 

CANE AUDITOR PROFILE 

Geraldine ( left) at work auditing in Kalamia Laboratory with 

Juice Analyst Shirley Kent 
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Helen & Martine 
your 

CANEGROWERS Insurance Brokers 
 

QSL UPDATE BY CARLA KEITH 
As we pass the half way mark for the 2013 
season, QSL will soon  start to receive sugar 

allocated to the Harvest Pool Production Buffer (570,000 tonnes).  
You’ll recall the sugar allocated to the Production Buffer is not sold 
until it is received by QSL and as such we are actively managing 
storage in our sheds to accommodate this sugar. We are currently 
assessing different options for managing the production buffer in 
the future with a focus on timing around the sale of this sugar. 
Once finalised, we will discuss these options with our members.    
 
Financing  
This week the QSL Board met to review the indicative advance 
rates for October and November. The indicative advances rates 
remain at 65% and 67.5% respectively.  
 
The Advances Program is a proportional system which means that 
while the percentage increment of each payment is the same for 
all pools, the actual advance rate paid (per metric tonne IPS) differs 
between millers, depending on QSL’s forecast of the estimated net 
pool price of each pool at the time the payment is made, and the 
tonnage allocated to individual pools by each miller.  
 
Pricing  
Growers can monitor and track the performance of QSL’s pricing 
pools via the Price Pool Matrices, published on our website 
(www.qsl.com.au).  This information is updated regularly and is all 
about giving growers a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are 
performing over the current season.  The prices given are in Gross 
$A dollars/ IPS tonnes and don’t include a firm shared pool 
allocation and are current as at 30.08.13. 

As we end the October contract pricing, we’ve seen some recent 
strengthening of raw sugar futures.  Our pricing team is actively 
monitoring the market to obtain best prices for our members 
within defined risk parameters.  
 
Marketing  
 
The term ‘marketing’ is often used to describe the entire model 
under which QSL operates; however, it’s one of four value offerings 
(financing, pricing, marketing and logistics) provided by us to our 
members.  Put simply, marketing for us is the physical selling of 
raw sugar to our international customers.  It’s an area where great 
opportunities exist to derive value through the negotiation of 
premiums, which are allocated to the QSL Shared Pool.   

The continued surplus of raw sugar on the market continues to 
impact negatively on the physical market, premiums available.    
You’ll recall from my last update that a weakening of the Far East 
Premium recently saw us achieve better value by selling a cargo of 
raw sugar into the US market rather than into the closer Asian 
market. While we seized this opportunity the market has since 
shifted, which has seen our team continue to focus on the Asian 
market.  
 
In other news, the United States has recently released its tariff-rate 
quotas (TRQ) for imported raw sugar for the 2014 Fiscal Year (1 
October 2013 – 30 September 2014). Australia’s TRQ is around 
87,000 tonnes. TRQs allow countries to export specified quantities 
of a product to the United States at a relatively low tariff. Imports 
above the quota’s quantitative threshold face a much higher tariff 
making such sales less attractive.  
 
Logistics  
In our logistics area, we continue to actively manage storage peaks 
and prepare for the receipt of buffer tonnage, which is due next 
month. We are working closely with mills who manage their own 
shipping to ensure they meet their shipping timelines to assist in 
managing peak storage.  
 
In good news, the first stage of dredging at the Bundaberg Port has 
been completed, which allows access for larger ships to export 
directly from the Bundaberg Sugar Terminal. The next round of 
dredging is due to be completed by the end of the year.  

As insurance brokers we work for you 
not the insurance company 

Ready now to help you get the best value for your 
insurance. 

 
Don’t renew your insurance until you talk to us. 

Phone 4790 3606 

  2013 Gross 

QSL Harvest Pool $392 

QSL Discretionary Pool $394 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $404 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $392 

QSL US Quota Pool $489 

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool $429 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $411 

http://www.qsl.com.au
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PRICING INFORMATION 
2013 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 12 September 2013 

 

* paid 

+ scheduled 

 
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 
responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not 
forward price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward 
priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected 
proceeds.  For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on 
the Wilmar website.  

 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 19 September 2013 

 
 

 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 16 August 2013 

See www.qslcom.au for more information 

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $219   

22 August 13* $235   

26 September 13 $256   

24 October 13 $266   

21 November 13 $276   

19 December 13 $287   

23 January 14 $284 72.5% 

20 February 14 $294 75% 

20 March 14 $314 80% 

24 April 14 $333 85% 

22 May 14 $353 90% 

26 June 14 $373 95% 

Final Payment $393 100% 

  Gross Net 

2013 Season $396 $372 

2014 Season $420 $396 

2015 Season $444 $420 

2016 Season $457 $433 

 $/Tonne IPS GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $393 

QSL Discretionary Pool $395 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $404 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $392 

QSL US Quota Pool $471 

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool $428 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $413 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

24 September 
Chemical Spray Technology Display 

8.00am 
Whitson’s Plot 

 

24 September 
BCA AGM 
7.30pm 

Burdekin Memorial Hall, Home Hill 

 
7 October 

Labor Day Public Holiday 

 
5 November 

LBLCA (Landcare) Meeting 
5.00pm 

John Hy Peake Room, Burdekin Shire Council 
 
 

21 November 
CANEGROWERS Burdekin AGM 
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 

Estimated End Dates per 
Mill for the 2013 Crush 

 
Invicta - 8 October 

Pioneer - 13 October 
Inkerman - 19 October 
Kalamia - 22 October 

 
 Based on revised factory throughputs with no rain and 

assuming a continuation of crop estimate trends. 
These estimated will be reviewed weekly. 

 
See page 12 for advice from Wilmar. 
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DIRECTORS-GENERAL RESHUFFLED 

THE State Government has made changes to the executive 
of several Departments, in a reshuffle of Directors-General, 
barely 18 months into its first term of government. Changes 
of note for farmers include: 

 Andrew Chesterman moves from Department of 
Environment and Heritage Protection to Public Service 
Commissioner; 

 Jon Black moves from Department of Energy and 
Water Supply to Department of Environment and 
Heritage Protection; 

 Dan Hunt moves from Department of Natural 
Resources and Mines to Department of Energy and 
Water Supply; 

 Brett Hayward moves from Queensland Health 
Renewal Taskforce to DNRM; 

QFF looks forward to building on the established relationship 
with Jon Black and Dan Hunt in their new roles, and building 
a new professional partnership with Brett Hayward. 

Queensland Farmers’ FederationQueensland Farmers’ FederationQueensland Farmers’ Federation———UpdateUpdateUpdate   

TROPICAL PACIFIC AND INDIAN OCEANS BOTH 

NEUTRAL 

QUEENSLAND could be headed toward a ‘neutral’ summer 
weather pattern, with current long range forecasts placing 
the El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) as remaining 
neutral. International climate models surveyed by the Bureau 
of Meteorology indicate that the tropical Pacific will remain 
ENSO-neutral for the remainder of 2013. Only one of the 
seven models suggests a brief period of La Niña-like cooling 
of the tropical Pacific.   

With spring temperatures so high already, and with many 
farmers beginning preparations for summer planting, across 
the State many farmers will be looking for a break in the 
season. After months of dry conditions and drought 
conditions persisting over large areas of the State, the need 
for rain is urgent for many. 

NEW FEDERAL MINISTRY ANNOUNCED 

INCOMING Prime Minister Tony Abbott has announced the 
Ministry of the new Federal Government, available here. Of 
note to farmers will be the following positions: 

 Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry: 
Barnaby Joyce; 

 Minister for Trade and Investment: Andrew Robb; 

 Minister for Environment: Greg Hunt; 

 Minister for Industry: Ian Macfarlane; 

 Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development: 
Warren Truss; 

 Assistance Minister for Infrastructure and Regional 
Development: Jamie Briggs; 

 Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Agriculture: 
Richard Colbeck; 

 Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for 
Environment: Simon Birmingham. 

QFF looks forward to working with the new government and 
its Ministry on important issues for Queensland farmers. We 
welcome the appointment of former Queensland Senator 
Barnaby Joyce to the role, who has extensive experience 
with agriculture and regional Queensland from his former 
home of St George. 

REGULATION OF LEVEES 

QFF has made a submission on a regulatory impact 
statement for the regulation of levees released by the State 
Government, available at the QFF website here.  QFF 
supports the proposed regulations which deal only with the 
construction of new levees and the significant modification of 
existing levees. Irrigation enterprises may require levees to 
provide protection from flooding to crops and significant 
investments in irrigation infrastructure but it is recognised 
that haphazard and unplanned levee developments can 
cause impacts that pose a risk to life and property or 
agricultural lands downstream. In response to issues raised 
in the Statement, QFF submitted as follows: 

 Levee development proposals that could pose a risk 
should require development approval. 

 Regulation should provide for two categories of 
assessment (high and medium) but property owners 
should be able to ‘self-assess’ levee developments 
that are unlikely to have any impacts beyond the 
property boundaries. However, care needs to be taken 
to ensure that level of assessment is suited to the 
risks. 

 Further work is required to clearly define the 
requirements for development assessments.  Also the 
definition of what is a modification to a levy needs 
more attention. 

 Local Government should be able to develop the 
necessary capability to be assessment managers 
following an adequate implementation phase. 

 Monitoring system to be established for the approval 
of new levees and modifications should also help 
identify existing levees and any risks posed by such 
levees. 

Guidelines are to be developed regarding the levels of 
assessment to be required for levee development approvals.  

COORDINATOR GENERAL APPROVES ARROW CURTIS 
ISLAND FACILITY 
CONTROVERSIAL coal seam gas proponent Arrow has 
received approval from the State Coordinator General for its 
liquefied LNG facility near Gladstone. The facility is a step 
forward for Arrow, which continues to face significant 
criticism at the extraction end of its CSG project, particularly 
surrounding proposed gas activities on the prime cropping 
land of the Darling Downs. QFF is continuing to work with the 
State Government on ensuring the needs of farmers are 
heard and understood as the gas industry continues to 
develop, and in particular through the current ongoing 
process of regional plans. 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/168478869/Tony-Abbott-s-first-Ministry
http://www.qff.org.au/
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