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KALAMIA MILL TOUR
The CANEGROWERS Burdekin Directors attended a mill tour of
Kalamia Mill on Wednesday this week. This was the final mill in their
mill familiarisation tours, with the previous mills being toured earlier
this season.
John Dal Ponte, Kalamia Site Manager escorted the Directors on the
tour, giving the Directors a brief overview of the history of Kalamia
Mill and a guided tour through each of the different sections that
make up the mill’s operations.
Wilmar, the Cane Auditors and CANEGROWERS Burdekin encourage
all growers to undertake a tour of the mill they supply, get in quick
before the crushing ends.
Phone Tiffany at the CANEGROWERS office on 4790 3601 to register
your interest.
Wayne Cislowski (Wilmar), Roger Piva, Sib Torrisi, Phil Marano, John Dal
Ponte (Wilmar), Wayne Smith and Daryl Bailey (Wilmar)

ELECTRICITY UPDATE
CANEGROWERS have made a submission to the Queensland
Competition Authority (QCA) Electricity Price Determination 2014-15,
seeking a suite of tariffs for food and fibre production, principally
irrigation, that are comparable with those which would result in a
competitive market.
Stating that the prices should provide incentives to optimise electricity
use and not hinder the growth and development of strong
internationally competitive export oriented industries such as sugar.
The submission is attached to this week’s edition of canenews. If you
would like further information contact Debra on 0417 709 435 CBL
Director Arthur Woods on 0415 961 945. Vince Papale has resigned
from the electricity committee with Arthur taking his place. We
appreciate all the time and effort Vince has put into electricity issues.

CBL Chair Phil Marano testing syrup on the Kalamia Mill tour

To help CANEGROWERS with the lobbying of this important issue it
would be appreciated if you could supply details of your Profit and
Loss reports for the past 5 years, all information will remain
confidential with all identifying details will be removed from
documents.

This newsletter is not to be distributed or reproduced without the express permission of CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd. 1

CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight
on all issues affecting cane farmers businesses
Below is a summary of just some of the actions undertaken by your CANEGROWERS Queensland in the past week to help you and the
cane industry. Current as at 1 October 2013

Trade and Market Access


CANEGROWERS led an Australian Sugar Industry
Alliance visit to Washington recently to press the case
with the US government for the full inclusion of sugar in
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement.



We left an unambiguous message that the TPP must
be comprehensive with sugar included and that the
Australian sugar industry would not support a TPP
outcome that did not include worthwhile commercial
increases in market access from entry into force with
further gains through an implementation period leading
to full access (quota free duty free).





There was a modest change in USTR rhetoric. No
longer are US negotiators saying that sugar would not
be discussed. Rather they were saying that any
consideration of the issue would be at a political level.
It is clear that sugar holds the key to worthwhile market
access outcomes being achieved for agricultural
products. We will be taking this up with Trade Minister
Rob ahead of his discussions with US Trade
Representative scheduled for October.

Biosecurity


Biosecurity Queensland is seeking expressions of
interest to run a second sugar industry inspector
training course on Monday 25 November 2013, at
Shingley Beach Resort.



This course is for officers to be appointed under the
Plant Protection Act 1989, to inspect appliances used
in sugarcane production.



The
biosecurity
login
is
located
on
the
CANEGROWERS website under the Grower centre
tab. This allows sugar industry inspectors to print
permits for inspections and update inspection data.

Smartcane BMP


CANEGROWERS
met
with
the
Department
Environment & Heritage Protection on the Smartcane
BMP modules.



Further discussion on these modules is occurring this
week with view to getting final agreement on content for
Ministerial sign-off. This then triggers completion of
web-based BMP program, training and accreditation.



Key considerations are the nutrient module and
application of fertiliser. CANEGROWERS is supporting
the industry standard of the ‘Six Easy Steps’ program
using district yield potential.

Red Witchweed


To date, red witchweed has only been detected on four
sugarcane properties.



Surveillance staff have conducted surveillance on 115
properties (covering a total of at least 8792 ha).



Currently 203 properties have been identified for
investigation by tracing the movements of high risk
items from the four infested properties.



No additional red witchweed has yet been detected but
further rounds of surveillance will be required through
the summer months.



Harvest has been completed on two of the infested
properties and assuming conditions remain favourable,
harvest on the other two properties is expected to finish
within the next two weeks.

CANEGROWERS CHAIRMAN TO ADDRESS RURAL PRESS CLUB
CANEGROWERS Queensland Chairman Paul Schembri will be addressing the next rural press club meeting to he held Friday 18 October
from 12pm at the United Service Club in Brisbane.
Paul will give his thoughts on how the industry will face challenges, and what the future holds for this well-established industry in an everchanging world in this address titled “Five years from now: Australian sugar’s sweet ride”.
For more information in the Rural Press Club click on the following link http://www.ruralpressclub.com.au/event.cfm?
event_id=103&page_id=3
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CANEGROWERS INSURANCE WORKING FOR YOU
Some of you may have seen an article in Monday’s edition of the
Townsville Bulletin on the cost of insurance titled “Brokers taking up
to 25% of Premiums”.
Like all brokers, Canegrowers Insurance Brokers do receive
commission for placing business with insurance companies, and this
commission does vary depending on the type of policy, but none of
them pay us 25% commission! However, unlike some other brokers,
we do not charge a broker fee and we do not charge a policy fee
which in some instances can be a further 2-3%, pushing up your
overall cost even more.
Unlike some other brokers we can also arrange for your farm and
domestic insurances to be paid monthly direct to the insurance
company at no extra cost to you. We do not use a finance company
to “factor” your policy as this is unnecessary and can increase your
premium considerable.
Helen and Martine are employed by Canegrowers …they are not
employed by an insurance company…they are Canegrowers
Helen & Martine your CANEGROWERS Insurance Brokers
employees who are here to help you. If they review your insurance
policy and find that you are better to stay with your current
arrangements they will recommend this to you. In the past week alone Helen and Martine have helped two members save $6k and $7k
respectfully on their insurance renewals whilst at the same time retaining the same quality of cover.
Also, unlike privately owned brokers, commission earned will help to run your organisation and future profits will offset the need to
increase membership levies.
Canegrowers Burdekin made the decision to introduce insurance brokering to provide members with access to an improved insurance
service whilst at the same time doing everything in our power to ensure members receive value for money for their insurance. Our
business case recognised that we would lose money on this new service for the first 2 years, by year 3 we would break even and by year 4
we would make a profit. But if members support the service above what we anticipated in the business case the service will become
profitable sooner.
As well as trying to bring down your operational costs, Helen and Martine’s main aim is to bring down the cost of your insurances by

Providing advice on how to make the most of your insurance budget

Looking at the way your policy is structured (particularly relevant for farm)

Obtaining quotes with other insurance companies where possible

Offering excess options to suit your situation

Helping to identify what needs to be insured and what risks can be managed in other ways.
We encourage all members to talk to Helen and Martine before paying your insurance renewal …..for two main reasons …firstly to
ensure you are getting the best possible deal on your insurance and secondly to help your organisation …the faster this service grows the
faster it will be profitable and the faster it can contribute to the financial performance of your company.

So as soon as you get your insurance renewal, ring Canegrowers Insurance Brokers on 4790 3606 and make an appointment for us to
come out and see you. If you prefer you can call in to see us – just bring in your latest renewal. Try to give Helen and Martine plenty of
time to do the “shopping around” for you so they can then present a solution that will hopefully reduce your overall insurance costs for
the coming year and the years ahead.
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2013 SEASON CRUSHING STATISTICS
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GROWERS GIVE THUMBS UP TO FURTHER TRIALS
IN THE BURDEKIN
Growers, contractors and industry staff heard about cutting edge technology at the
dual herbicide sprayer demonstration at the Burdekin Productivity Service’s clean
seed plot near Ayr this week.
The 21 attendees were in general positive about the results of the initial small
demonstration and thought there was enough potential in the technology to
warrant more trials and workshops in the Burdekin.
The dual herbicide sprayer has been developed by the Queensland Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (QDAFF) and has the potential to help growers in
controlling weeds while, at the same time, saving money through minimising the
use of PSII (diuron, atrazine, etc.) and other residual herbicides.
The dual herbicide sprayer replaces the existing spray bar on an ‘Irvin Boom’ and Attendees at the dual herbicide spray demonstration near Ayr
applies recommended cane herbicides (i.e. PSIIs and residuals) through the side or
wing nozzles using the sprayers’ existing plumbing. The centre air inclusion, or air
induction nozzle applies glyphosate to the inter row.
Prototype sprayers have been trialled successfully on farms between Ingham and
Cairns however trials are needed specific to Burdekin conditions. Growth
measurements and crop yields from trials in northern regions indicated no yield
reduction from using less residual herbicides and glyphosate in the furrow.
Air induction nozzle technology and details of the cost benefits of the dual herbicide
sprayer were also presented to attendees.
The Burdekin demonstration was a joint initiative of Burdekin Productivity Services
(BPS) and QDAFF.
Farmers interested in trialling the cutting edge technology or finding out about
future activities are asked to contact Jack Robertson (QDAFF) 4064 1121 or Rob Milla
(BPS) 4783 1101.

Attendees looking at the results dual herbicide technology in a
Burdekin cane block

CANEGROWERS BURDEKIN
JOINS FACEBOOK
After the successful launch of our Twitter account, CANEGROWERS
Burdekin has joined facebook. Search for CANEGROWERS Burdekin
Limited on facebook and like our page to see our regular updates.

http://www.bses.com.au/page/library/videos
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Retain Ravensdown In The Burdekin

Same Product – Different Colour
Don’t worry if your DAP looks a different colour this season – it
is simply a different coloured coating oil.
CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri and Acting Chief
Operating Officer Ron Mullins toured the Ravensdown Hornby
Works in Christchurch. They were impressed by the size of
the facility and the output the store was capable of, but
noticed that the DAP store contained two different coloured
products.
Manager Bruce Keenan says both DAP products have exactly
the same nutrient value and quality, but have been purchased
from two different suppliers.
“Ravensdown choose to deal with multiple suppliers in order
to ensure that pricing remains competitive for shareholders
benefit and it is common practice for different companies to
distinguish their products by using a coloured coating oil,”
Bruce says.
“This is not uncommon, as Queensland growers will
appreciate, following Ravensdown supplying different
coloured products to the sugar industry last year.”

CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri and Acting Chief
Operating Officer Ron Mullins inspecting the DAP at
Ravensdown’s Hornby Works

Queensland growers can expect different coloured DAP, following a new shipment of light coloured DAP that will replace
the darker brown DAP used in blends to date this year.
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QSL UPDATE BY CARLA KEITH
The end of the crush is starting to come
into view in some parts of the state, and
QSL is preparing to receive the Production Buffer tonnages from
next week. We’ve had a few questions recently regarding the
Production Buffer and the difference between it and the Harvest
Pool, so here’s a quick overview of these two important elements
of the QSL pooling and pricing system.
The Harvest Pool - a key tool under the Raw Sugar Supply
Agreements (RSSA) used to manage production risk. All Suppliers
at the pricing declaration date (28 February 2012) had a minimum
of 35% of their RSSA supply estimate allocated to the Harvest Pool.
The balance (up to a maximum 65%) could then be allocated to
Committed Sugar Pools. Due to logistical and marketing
constraints, an element of the Harvest Pool needs to be sold and
shipped in season. This component is known as the Storage Peak
Component.
Production Buffer - depending on the total amount of RSSA exports
and the storage available to QSL in the bulk sugar terminals for
RSSA exports, approximately 50% of raw sugar in the Harvest Pool
at the declaration date is designated to act as a buffer against crop
shortfalls. This percentage changes from season to season,
depending on available storage and the size of the crop, when
harvesting is expected to commence and finish and the expected
shipping programme from customers. This sugar will only be
marketed and priced once it has been delivered to QSL. The buffer
is maintained up until the end of September/early October during
the crush to enable weather events during the season to be
managed. In the rare event that the total crop declines by more
than the Production Buffer Component after the season starts,
then there may be cost implications for other pools.
So while the Harvest Pool contains the Production Buffer, it’s
important to note that not all of the Harvest Pool is Production
Buffer.
Financing
QSL is currently finalising the contractual terms required to enable
our milling suppliers to market or essentially sell their economic
interest sugar. The term ‘millers’ economic interest’ refers to the
portion of sugar that is produced through the milling process for
which the mill has pricing exposure, which equates to around a
third of the sugar. Millers will also have the option to sell the sugar
they produce from their own farms. This new contractual
arrangement, known as Option B in the PSP Marketing Options
report, does not involve the marketing of grower’s economic
interest sugar.
Pricing
You can monitor and track the performance of QSL’s pricing pools
via the Price Pool Matrices, published on our website
(www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated regularly and is all
about giving growers a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are
performing over the current season. The prices given are in Gross
$A dollars/ IPS tonnes and don’t include a firm shared pool
allocation.

Current as of 16 September 2013
QSL Harvest Pool
QSL Discretionary Pool
QSL Actively Managed Pool
QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool
QSL US Quota Pool
QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool
QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

2013 Gross
$394
$395
$404
$392
$473
$428
$412

Marketing
QSL Marketing Manager Aaron Aldenton and Manager of Quality
and Logistics Andrew Harrison have recently returned from
meetings in Indonesia, where they toured two new refineries - PT
Andalan Furindo refinery in Bekasi Utara near the port of Jakarta
and PT Berkah Manis Makmur refinery in Serang Banten, midway
between the port of Jakarta and QSL’s more regular destination
port of Cigading. PT Andalan Furnindo is a subsidiary of Sentra
Usahatama Jaya (SUJ), one of Indonesia’s largest refined sugar
manufacturers and a QSL customer since 2005. SUJ is also one of
Indonesia’s biggest raw sugar importers and is very familiar with
QSL’s sugar and its quality specifications - in fact QSL sugar was
being refined at the time of Aaron and Andrew’s visit. PT Berkah
Manis Makmur (BMM) refinery is the largest in Indonesia by melt
capacity. Their buyer, Mr Eddy Wong, is also familiar with QSL’s
sugar having previously worked for SUJ.
As well as touring the site and securing a sale, the QSL team
provided presentations on the benefits of refining QSL sugar and
answered refining questions. The visit to Indonesia also gave them
the opportunity to catch up with three other ‘regular’ refining
customers to discuss market conditions and update them on the
Queensland industry.
Logistics
QSL has implemented new sampling processes at our Lucinda Bulk
Sugar Terminal (BST) in order to gain Phytosanitory certification for
sugar shipments destined for China. Phytosanitory certification is a
statement issued by the exporting country relating to the hygienic
handling of products. It is not only issued for food, but also other
products such as feed chaff for animals and woodchips. Although
there is an international convention stating this is not required for
raw sugar, China has recently required this certification. As a
result, QSL opted to implement the new sampling process at
Lucinda BST in order to increase marketing opportunities with
China.
In Townsville, port upgrades are progressing and Berth 10 is now
operational. This means fewer ships are now using
Berth 9 where sugar is loaded for export. This is good news, as it
means less scheduling, queuing and waiting times for QSL
shipments.

Ph. Carla 0409 372 305 Cathy: 0409 285 074
Email:Carla.Keith@qsl.com.au
Cathy.Kelly@qsl.com.au
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POSITION VACANT

CONTACT DETAILS
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm

4790 3600

Debra Burden

Regional Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Helen Napier

Regional Insurance Manager

0408 638 518
4790 3606

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Palmer

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Martine Bengoa

Insurance Consultant

4790 3605

PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Office Open By Appointment
Gary Halliday

Cane BMP Project Officer

4782 1922
0438 747 596

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano

marano@bigpond.com
Chair

0404 004 371

David Lando

david@landoandsons.com.au
Deputy Chair

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945

A new position has become available at PCPSL for an
Agriculture Extension Officer. We are seeking a motivated
employee to join our team to engage sugar cane growers in
the delivery of farm management plans and water quality
incentives to land managers.
The successful applicant will participate in administering a
farm management-planning tool focusing on maximising
productivity/profitability from nutrient and pesticide use
efficiency consistent with best practices. This will include a
review of on-farm practices and, working with the land
manager, developing a Farm Management Plan.
The ideal applicant will:
Demonstrate excellent written and oral communication skills,
strong computer skills and the personal qualities to work
with a diverse member base.
Demonstrate a practical understanding and appreciation of
the agriculture industry, the people and the environmental
needs and impacts.
Demonstrate an ability and willingness to acquire knowledge
of sugar cane practices and technologies.
A bachelors degree related to agriculture would be an
advantage.
The salary package will be negotiated based on skills and
experience.
For further information about the position please contact Sue
Rowlinson email srowlinson@qld.chariot.net.au or telephone
0438 787295.

Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” means
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our directors, officers, agents and
employees. This newsletter has been compiled in good faith by CBL .
Although we do our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or representations about the
suitability, reliability, currency or accuracy of the information we present in
this newsletter, for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be excluded, we
accept no responsibility for any loss, damage, cost or expense incurred by
you as a result of the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole responsibility and
risk associated with the use and results of the information appearing in this
newsletter, and you agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, or in connection
with the use of this newsletter. We recommend that you contact CBL
before acting on any information provided in this newsletter.

Please forward your application addressing all criteria along
with
a
current
curriculum
vitae
to
srowlinson@qld.chariot.net.au
Applications will close at 5 pm (EST) on Friday 11 October
2013.
Plane Creek Productivity Services Ltd (PCPSL) is a statutory
not for profit organisation providing extension services to
sugar cane growers providing cane to the Wilmar Plane
Creek mill at Sarina Queensland. PCPSL is jointly funded by
Plane Creek growers and Wilmar.
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CANE AUDITOR PROFILE

PRICING INFORMATION
2013 Season Advances & Payments
as at 12 September 2013
% estimated
return

$/tonne IPS
Initial *
22 August 13*
26 September 13
24 October 13
21 November 13
19 December 13
23 January 14
20 February 14
20 March 14
24 April 14
22 May 14
26 June 14
Final Payment

$219
$235
$256
$266
$276
$287
$284
$294
$314
$333
$353
$373
$393

72.5%
75%
80%
85%
90%
95%
100%

* paid
+ scheduled

Richard at work auditing in Inkerman laboratory
with Lab Co-ordinator Sue Mangano

Richard Bond

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not
forward price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward
priced for 2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected
proceeds. For individual advance rates check your grower forecast on
the Wilmar website.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 2 October 2013
Gross
$420
$444
$464
$478

2013 Season
2014 Season
2015 Season
2016 Season

Net
$396
$420
$440
$454

Estimated QSL Pool Prices
As at 16 September 2013
$/Tonne IPS GROSS
QSL Harvest Pool

$394

QSL Discretionary Pool

$395

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$404

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$392

QSL US Quota Pool

$473

QSL 2013 Season Forward Pool

$428

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$412

See www.qslcom.au for more information

Inkerman Mill Cane Auditor
I am the Cane analyst/auditor (workplace coordinator) at Inkerman
mill. I commenced as an auditor with Queensland Sugar Limited for
the 1997 season after having worked for the Commonwealth
Government for the previous 22 years. Since commencing as a cane
auditor I have worked in all the Burdekin mills and one season at
Mourilyan mill. This is currently my second season as workplace coordinator at Inkerman mill, having previously been workplace coordinator at Kalamia mill.
The reason I keep doing this job is I enjoy the variety of challenges
and variety of work involved. We meet interesting people along the
way and get to go for a walk/investigation down the milling train
and the weighbridge. No two days are the same although many are
very similar. My major dislike is when we have the occasional
problem/mystery which does not seem to have a solution.
The other members of the audit team are Bev who commenced in
1969 at Tully mill and Chris who commenced in 1976 at Kalamia
mill, both have great knowledge and experience. They job-share
and are at Inkerman on day-shift when I have days-off. The night
shift auditors are Unity who has worked at all the Burdekin mills
and Jeremy who worked at Pioneer mill last season (not much fun
working 12 hr night shifts).
We are still on track for the earliest finish for a long time which
should give all the audit staff time to recuperate for what should be
a big season next year.
It would be a great help to us if all consignment notes are
completed completely and correctly, hopefully the new Burdekin
consignment notes will be easier to complete correctly.
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Estimated End Dates per
Mill for the 2013 Crush

DATES TO REMEMBER
7 October
Labor Day Public Holiday

Invicta - 8 October
Pioneer - 15 October
Inkerman - 22 October
Kalamia - 23 October

9 October
Dry Tropics Pest Advisory Forum
9.00am - 3.00pm
Alpha Town Hall, Cnr Tennyson & Drydon Streets, Alpha

5 November
LBLCA (Landcare) Meeting
5.00pm
John Hy Peake Room, Burdekin Shire Council

9 November
Based on revised factory throughputs with no rain and
assuming a continuation of crop estimate trends.
These estimated will be reviewed weekly.

CORES Suicide Intervention Course
9.00am - 5.00pm
Burdekin Neighbourhood Centre
Bookings essential, ph 0427 455 313

21 November
CANEGROWERS Burdekin AGM
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill

CANECARD
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Queensland Farmers’ Federation
Federation—
—Update
QFF RESOURCE PLANNING & NRM COMMITTEE MEETS IN
BRISBANE
THE QFF Resource Planning and NRM committee met in Brisbane
last week, with discussion focusing on the Vegetation Management
Framework reforms, the QLD Waste Strategy, the QFF rural
planning project, and Reef Rescue. QFF representatives and
members also discussed the priority issues for the agricultural
sector at length, and issues that will be high on the agenda over the
next three months.
INDUSTRY DISCUSSES FUTURE RURAL TRAINING NEEDS
AND DIRECTION
LAST week rural industry stakeholders had an Industry Skills
meeting to review progress towards an industry-led Rural Skills
Partnership arrangement. This is needed to ensure government
funding is directed to where it secures best workforce outcomes for
industry. QRITC chairperson, Wendy Allen, provided advice on
various Ministerial meetings that have taken place between June
and now, and changes the QRITC Board have unanimously agreed
to for the needed restructuring of that body to ensure it can fulfil the
Industry Skills Body (ISB) functions required to ensure VET funding
goes where industry needs it. Most of the discussion centred on
prioritising operational functions to match government reforms in
the VET sector. In the next month, this will be finalised and
discussed with Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, John
McVeigh, to ensure both his objectives and those of industry can be
accommodated in the transition period and into the future. Industry
communication and engagement with the training providers will be a
critical ongoing step in this process.
QFF SUBMISSION ON REVIEW OF THE STRATEGIC
CROPPING LAND FRAMEWORK
THE Queensland Government is reviewing the Strategic Cropping
Land Framework that commenced in January 2012. The
Department of Natural Resources and Mines (DNRM) released a
discussion paper, stating that the review is to improve effectiveness
and to better align the framework with new statutory regional
planning processes to protect priority agricultural areas and
streamline legislation. QFF made a submission to the review in
September giving strong support to the continuation of the
protection of Strategic Cropping Land from resources and urban
development. However the submission called for increased
protection for agriculture by removal of the distinction between the
Protection and Management Areas and the removal of the cropping
history test. This would result in all SCL being given equal
protection regardless of its location in the State or whether it is
currently used for cropping. The submission also called for the
recognition that significant subsidence due to underground mining
is a form of permanent impact on SCL. A copy of the QFF
submission is available on the QFF website.
A LIKELY ‘LONG & HOT’ SUMMER AHEAD
THE Bureau of Meteorology has told QFF that Queensland can
expect a hot summer with no strong push away from average
numbers this storm season. The 2013 calendar year is likely to be
the hottest on record, tipped even higher by last week’s heatwave,
which combined with gusty and dry winds to create extreme
bushfire conditions for many regions. Queensland drought
conditions are likely to keep widening at least until December.
ENSO indicators such as the Southern Oscillation Index (SOI) and
tropical cloud patterns have remained at neutral levels which is
likely to remain that way until early next year. Queensland farmers
have been told to expect a drier than normal season for most of
southern and central west Queensland.

National Farmers’ Federation
Federation—
—Update
NFF writes to new Government ministry
In addition to ongoing work behind the scenes with the new
Ministry, the NFF has now formally written to all new
Government Ministers, reiterating our major policy focuses
and requesting meetings with Ministers over the coming
weeks.
In addition, once the Australian Electoral Commission has
completed its declarations of all electorates, the NFF will be
writing to all new Federal MPs, providing an introduction to
the NFF and copies of the NFF’s Annual Review and
Blueprint for Australian Agriculture.
OECD Producer Support Estimates - Australia
The OECD has recently released its updated figures for
Producer Support Estimates (government support to
farmers), which shows that at 0.2 percent of national GDP,
Australian agriculture receives the lowest level of
government support in the world. The latest OECD figures
can be found here.
(It is important to note that when expressed as a percentage
of farm receipts, New Zealand is still slightly lower than
Australia – NZ at 0.79 percent, Australia at 2.72 percent).
Australian Working Dog Alliance: 2013 Conference
The inaugural Australian Working Dog Conference will be
held at the University of Sydney on November 4-5. The
Working Dog Alliance Conference Committee invites
members of the public to share their initiatives and ideas for
the event by submitting a proposal online via the Working
Dog Alliance website.
All proposals will be considered by the Conference
Committee, but suggested themes include working dog life
cycle stages common to all sectors, such as: breeding and
genetics; puppy raising; selection and assessment; dog
training/handling; trainer/handler education; housing and
husbandry; health care and injury management; end point/
retirement management; legislation/standard operating
procedures/development of best practice.
The Conference Committee will use these proposals to put
together a program of topics and issues that are relevant to
participants from all working and sporting dog sectors.
Weekly Australian Climate, Water and Ag Update: DAFF
From DAFF’s Weekly Australian Climate, Water and Ag
Update:



Harvesting of winter crops has commenced in
Queensland. Initial indications are that dry conditions, frosts
and heatwaves may result in lower harvest volumes than last
season.



The seasonal rainfall outlook for October to December
2013 indicates that dryer than average conditions are more
likely over much of southern and central Queensland, central
parts of Northern Territory and far north New South Wales.
Water storage levels in the Murray–Darling Basin have
increased by 184 gigalitres this week to 84 per cent of total
capacity.
For more, visit this page.
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