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canenews 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd  Newsletter Edition 2014/32 Distributed: Friday 5 September 2014 

The peak weekly newsletter for cane farmers in the Burdekin 

CANEGROWERS Policy Committees 
CANEGROWERS invites members to apply for vacant positions on three recently-formed policy 

committees.  

The committees are a key part of the reform package approved by the QCGO Board in March this year 

which also included the creation of the Policy Council and the increased contribution of district managers to the discussion around 

key policy areas. 

The committees are Economics & Trade, Farm Inputs & Research, Environment & Sustainability. They will commence from the 

October Policy Council meeting. Click here to view a chart of the new committee structure and see a brief description of each 

committee's key policy areas. 

Each committee will be chaired by a member of the Board and will consist of up to seven members. Three members will be 

appointed from the Policy Council and three members will be appointed by the Board based on expertise in a chosen field.  It is 

these expert positions in which you can apply to be part of the committees.  CANEGROWERS are keen to have young farmers on 

the committees. 

Applications must be received by close of business Friday 26 September 2014 and applicants should clearly identify which 

committee they are applying for, and should also address the relevant experience and contribution that can be made to the 

development of policy in the specified area. 

Interested members should forward their biography and a covering letter to:  

The Company Secretary 

QCGO Limited 

GPO Box 1032 

Brisbane QLD 4001 

Or via email to: ron_mullins@canegrowers.com.au   (Subject: Committee Application)  

If you would like some assistance in compiling your biography and covering letter contact our office as we are happy to assist. 

OUT & ABOUT 
CANEGROWERS Managers Debra Burden and Wayne Smith caught up with Ian Becke, Brian Mann and Laurence Brotto  in the 

Leichhardt region this week.  Debra and Wayne are keen to visit your farm to gain a first hand understanding of your individual 

challenges.  Let us know when we could visit you on 4790 3600. 

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/icms_docs/194698_CANEGROWERS_Policy_Committees_chart.pdf
mailto:ron_mullins@canegrowers.com.au?subject=Committee%20Application&body=Clearly%20identify%20which%20committee%20you%20are%20applying%20for%20and%20address%20any%20relevant%20experience
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Invicta Pioneer Kalamia Inkerman

Harvester Misfortune 
A harvester operating in the Pioneer area caught fire whilst harvesting on Tuesday. 

As can be seen by the photos below the machine has been all but destroyed by the fire. 

A machine from another harvest group has been engaged to assist in removing any remaining 

burnt cane or previously burnt cane awaiting harvesting until another machine can be sourced 

to replace the burnt out machine. 
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Wilmar exiting QSL update 

State Government 
Investigation into the 

Sugar Industry  

The Agricultural Cabinet Committee has set the hearing dates 

for their investigation into the Sugar industry.  

CANEGROWERS will be presenting to the Committee on 

Wednesday 10th September.  

This investigation was implemented approximately six weeks 

ago, when the Minister for Agriculture Dr John McVeigh 

announced that the Queensland Government would be 

undertaking an investigation into competition concerns in 

regard to the marketing of sugar and stressed that it is the 

Government’s preferred positon that growers be offered a real 

choice in marketing arrangements. 

The Agricultural Cabinet Committee comprises  

1. Minister John McVeigh (Committee Chair),  

2. Deputy Premier, Jeff Seeney,  

3. Minister Andrew Cripps,  

4. Minister Mark McArdle; and  

5. Minister Scott Emerson 

Substantial progress has been made in preparation of a joint 

CANEGROWERS-ACFA submission to the Committee.  The 

very clear message that CANEGROWERS have received from 

government is that they are inviting CANEGROWERS to 

present with a single unified voice on this important topic. 

Minister for Agriculture Dr John McVeigh with Debra Burden 

Federal Government 
announces an inquiry 
into the sugar industry 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senator Barry O'Sullivan moved the following motion today in 
the Senate and it was passed with no objections. 

That the following matter be referred to the Rural and 
Regional ...Affairs and Transport References Committee for 
inquiry and report by 27 November 2014: 

Current and future arrangements for the marketing of 
Australian sugar, including: 

(a) the impact of proposed changes on the local sugar 
industry, including the effect on grower economic interest 
sugar; 

(b) equitable access to essential infrastructure; 

(c) foreign ownership levels in the industry and the potential to 
impact on the interests of the Australian sugar industry; 

(d) whether there is an emerging need for formal powers 
under Commonwealth competition and consumer laws, in 
particular, whether there are adequate protections for 
grower-producers against market imbalances; and 

(e) any related matters. 

Senator Barry O’Sullivan 
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ACCC investigate Wilmar’s conduct 
The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) is continuing their 

investigation into Wilmar’s potential abuse of market power and the possibility of deceptive and 

misleading conduct. 

Michael Dowers, Director, and Brooke Crosby, Investigator from the ACCC recently meet with representatives from Herbert River 

CANEGROWERS.    

Michael Dowers led the discussion and outlined the two matters the ACCC is investigating being: 

1. Possible abuse of market power, and 

2. Deceptive and misleading conduct in representations 

made by Wilmar about Wilmar’s stated $45 per tonne 

better market result than QSL 

The representatives from Herbert River CANEGROWERS 

outlined how the Cane Supply Agreement (CSA) links the price 

of cane to a reference sugar value from QSL’s pools and how 

the RSSA is referenced in the Herbert River CSA and that they 

have access to its content under a confidentiality agreement 

where Grower Economic Interest Sugar is defined and Mill 

Economic Interest sugar is the balance.  

Several aspects of Wilmar’s behaviour and dominant position 

were discussed. 

Wilmar exiting QSL update 

Strong Industry Leadership   

At the time Minister McVeigh announced the investigation into the sugar industry he also stressed that he is calling on all sectors 
of the industry to step up their own efforts to reach a resolution. 

In response to Dr McVeigh’s requests, CANEGROWERS Burdekin, Herbert River, Plane Creek and Proserpine have requested a 

meeting with Wilmar Sugar Australia to endeavour to reach a resolution.  This request was made by letter on Monday 1st 

September.  To date Wilmar have not advised if they accept our meeting request .  

Canegrowers Burdekin representatives David Lando, Debra Burden and Phil Marano take part in just one of the many phone tele-
conferences with our fellow CANEGROWERS district companies and CANEGROWERS Qld on the topic of the current marketing issue 
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Wilmar exiting QSL update 

Senate inquiry doubles chance of the right outcome for farmers 

Australia’s peak sugarcane growers group says the announcement of a Senate inquiry into raw sugar marketing underlines the fact that there 

are significant problems with the future that large milling corporations have planned for the industry. 

CANEGROWERS applauds the decision to hold this inquiry and thanks Queensland Senator Barry O’Sullivan and New South Wales Senator 

John Williams who instigated it  

“This inquiry is further vindication of the CANEGROWERS view that there is a commercial imbalance in the industry, stacked against growers 

and working against healthy business competition,” said CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri. 

Three large milling companies have announced they will cease arrangements with the industry-owned marketer QSL from the end of the 

2016 season and take on marketing all of the sugar from their mills, denying growers any choice in the matter. 

“With growers historically holding a two-thirds economic interest in the value of the 3.3 million tonnes of raw sugar sold to export markets 

each year, the mechanisms through which this happens is of vital importance to us as individual farmers and to the future of our industry,” 

Mr Schembri said. 

“As well as stripping from growers any choice in how and who markets their sugar, the millers’ plan takes from the industry the transparency 

to know that the rightful share of the profits make it back to growers’ pockets and are not being lost in corporate transactions happening 

behind closed doors. 

“There is a real and urgent need to 

examine whether Australia has adequate 

and appropriate competition laws to 

stop multinational milling companies 

bullying growers into second rate 

marketing arrangements.  

“We see this inquiry as being 

complimentary to the Queensland 

Government investigation into raw sugar 

marketing and believe the two can 

proceed in parallel. We will cooperate 

fully with both. Hopefully two inquiries 

will lead to the right outcome for 

farmers,” Mr Schembri said. 

CANEGROWERS is calling for pro-

competitive legislation to formally 

recognise the economic interest growers 

have in sugar, to secure their right to 

decide how it is priced and sold and to 

protect farmers from potentially anti-

competitive behaviours on the part of 

millers. 

MEDIA 
RELEASE 
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CANEGROWERS 

Weather 
The CANEGROWERS website features a 

weather section  that by typing in your postcode 

will provide you with a seven day forecast for your 

desired postcode along with a 12 month rainfall 

outlook, SOI information and sea surface 

temperatures. 

 

To see the latest forecast for your postcode click 

here.  The following outlook is for Ayr. 

Payroll & 

HR 

update by 

Tiffany  

Extract from NFF Update 01/09/14 

This week, the Fair Work Amendment Bill 2014 

passed through the House of Representatives and 

moved to the Senate. Under the Bill, individual 

flexibility arrangements (IFA) will become easier to 

manage, because they will align with IFA rules in 

modern awards and will have a longer period of 

notice of termination. Protected industrial action 

will only be able to be taken once enterprise 

agreement negotiations have begun (no more 

‘strike first, talk later’).  

Greater balance will be embedded in right of entry 

laws by reversing recent changes which require 

employers in remote areas to foot the bill for union 

travel to their site. These are sensible measures 

that will reduce business costs without 

disadvantaging employees. This is the first test of 

the new Senate on changes to the Fair Work Act 

2009. The NFF will be watching developments as 

they unfold with interest.   

Researchers 

encouraged 

to bring 

their best ideas to the 

Australian sugarcane 

industry  
Sugar Research Australia Ltd (SRA) is calling for applications for 

research projects that will help build the productivity, profitability and 

sustainability of the Australian sugarcane industry.  

Applications must address one or more of the eight Key Focus Areas in 

SRA's five-year Strategic Plan said Professor Alan Johnson AM, Chair, 

Research Funding Panel, SRA.  

"It is important that the research SRA funds delivers a significant return 

on the project investment to industry, and practical outcomes that can be 

easily taken up on the farm and at the mill," said Professor Johnson.  

"I would like to encourage participants from within our industry, and 

researchers and research organisations from the sugar and other 

agricultural sectors, to put their best ideas forward."  

The eight Key Focus Areas for strategic investment are:  

 Optimally-adapted varieties, plant breeding and release 

 Soil health and nutrient management 

 Pest, disease and weed management 

 Farming systems and production management 

 Milling efficiency and technology 

 Product diversification and value addition 

 Knowledge and technology transfer and adoption 

 Capability development, attraction and retention 

Successful applications must clearly outline how their project aligns with 

the Key Focus Areas and the industry need that it addresses. The 

outcomes the research will deliver and how adoption will be maximised 

must also be clearly explained. 

"This is a new era of investing in industry's knowledge where every 

dollar counts."  

"We are fully committed to only funding research projects that deliver 

real value to SRA's members, levy payers and the broader industry, and 

contribute to triple bottom line results," concluded Professor Johnson. 

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/f/Weather/
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Community groups band 
together for local wetland project 

Local community groups have teamed up to plan and build a 

demonstration wetland at the Lower Burdekin Landcare 

nursery. 

Project partners are Lower Burdekin Landcare Association, 

Burdekin Bowen Integrated Floodplain Management Advisory 

Committee (BBIFMAC), Wetland Care Australia, NQ Dry 

Tropics, Burdekin Shire Council, Department of Agriculture, 

Fisheries and Forestry and the Great Barrier Reef Marine 

Park Authority (GBRMPA).   

BBIFMAC and Lower Burdekin Landcare have constructed a 

system to capture, clean and recycle nursery water runoff with 

funding and in-kind support from other project partners.  

Lower Burdekin Landcare Nursery Manager Ross Gelling said 

the model wetland would demonstrate the theory of water 

polishing using aquatic plants and also provide an environment to raise wetland plants for use by the community, farmers and for 

projects such as the Wetland Care Australia Barratta Creek Catchment project.   

“The community will be able to come and see firsthand how they can create their own wetlands, what plants they will need and 

learn how wetlands can benefit their properties,” Mr Gelling said. 

Wetlandcare Australia’s Senior Project Officer Merv Pyott believes the model wetland provides a working example of how 

Landholders can assist nature by creating a living ecosystem, which provides natural habitat for fish, birds and mammals alike.  In 

agricultural areas this system can still be used as a recycle pit to reuse farm tail-water but with the added benefit of creating a 

mini oasis on farm.  

Once complete the demonstration wetland will also include interpretative signage to educate visitors about the role wetlands play 

in local ecosystems and in improving water quality. 

Jaymie Rains, NQ Dry Tropics Healthy Habitats field officer believes the initiative will be a practical education resource for 

students, community groups and local land holders.  

“I think when the community visits the site they will be inspired to get involved in building healthy wetlands across the Burdekin 

and with access to the local wetland plants can feel empowered to create their own wetland habitats,” said Jaymie. 

GBRMPA liaison officer Sarah Strutt said in addition to improving water quality on site, the project had strengthened relationships 

between local community groups and shown there were benefits to be had for the Reef catchment in pooling resources and 

experience. 

“The initiative has helped project partners to connect, improve relationships and understanding of what each other does. We hope 

they will be inspired to collaborate on future projects that will improve the health of the Burdekin catchment and in doing so, 

enhance the resilience of the Reef to changing climate,” said Ms Strutt. 

Burdekin Shire Council played an integral part in the creating of the demonstration wetland.  

“This project not only helps Council in its work with landholders on lagoon maintenance, but will also be an excellent educat ion 

tool for our local schools.  We will be able to use it to not only 

explain how to maintain and improve these areas, but also to 

provide our community with a greater understanding of the 

value of our wetlands.” Linda Govan, Co-ordinator 

Environment and Health, said. 

The project is nearing completion.  Once the plants are 

established and signage in place the community will be invited 

to come and see it for themselves.  

Lower Burdekin Landcare Propagation 

Workshop 

Saturday 6 September 

8.00am - 11.30am 

Kennedy Street Nursery, Ayr 

Community groups banding together for wetland project 
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Pricing information 
2014 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 6 August 2014 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 5 September 2014 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $408 

QSL Discretionary Pool $421 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $427 

QSL Growth Pool $426 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $425 

QSL US Quota Pool $578 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $429 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015 $441 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015 $448 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016 $451 

Estimated QSL 2014 Pool Prices 

As at 29 August 2014 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $249   

21 August 14 $275   

23 October 14 $296   

18 December 14 $317   

22 January 15 $332 80.0% 

19 February 15 $342 82.5% 

19 March 15 $353 85.0% 

23 April 15 $363 87.5% 

21 May 15 $373 90.0% 

25 June 15 $394 95.0% 

Final Payment $415 100% 

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

2014 Season $382 $362 

2015 Season $454 $434 

2016 Season $473 $453 

2017 Season $482 $462 

QSL Market Update 
By Stephen Stone,  

Treasurer 
as at 1 September 2014 

Sugar  

Prices in the world sugar market continue to weaken. The 

time taken for demand to slowly shift the current sugar surplus 

appears to have been pushed further down the calendar yet 

again. High levels of sugar inventory continue to exacerbate 

the problem.  

The OCT14 contract recently traded to contract lows of 15.40c/

lb. Analysts suggest more weakness is likely as we approach 

the October expiry, with plenty of last season’s Thai sugar and 

unsold Central Americans looking for homes. Whether prices 

fall far enough to invigorate consumer demand or futures 

spreads simply encourage more storage of current supplies 

remains to be seen.  

Disappointingly, the chance of a weak finish to the Brazilian 

crush and lingering chances of an El Nino weather event have 

been unable to inspire any support to weaker prices.  Even 

some resolution to the US-Mexican sugar dispute appears 

unlikely to feed into world supply changes until next season. 

So, as always I pose the question, where to from here?  

Indications for a tighter sugar market balance remain in play, 

however now seem unlikely to feed into higher sugar prices 

until well into the 2015 calendar year.  

Currency 

The Australian dollar continues to trade in relatively quiet and 

well-worn ranges.  Support from foreign bond buyers and large 

exporters provide support as we approach the US 92 cent 

level, whilst large equity portfolio managers have been seen 

consistently selling as we approach US 95 cents. Not 

surprisingly, the Reserve Bank has also been far more vocal in 

the comments regarding currency strength on any market 

moves above US 94 cents recently.  

Against a generally-stronger US dollar, the Australian dollar 

continues to outperform. This clearly frustrates the export 

community in an environment where domestic economic data 

has been anything but consistent.  

Ahead, we see more of the same on the currency front. Relief 

from an extended period of strength remains on the radar, 

however unlikely to materialise in a sustained way until the 

2015 calendar year.  

This report contains information of a general or summary nature. 
While all care is taken in the preparation of this report, the 
reliability, accuracy or completeness of the information provided in 
the document is not guaranteed. The update on marketing and 
pricing activity does not constitute financial product or investment 
advice. QSL does not accept any responsibility to any person for the 
decisions and actions taken by that person with respect to any of the 
information contained in this report. 
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight 
on all issues affecting cane farmers  

For the week ending 1 September 2014 

Marketing 
The Chairman has written to Wilmar Chairman Mr Kuok, 

inviting him to meet at the earliest opportunity to explore the 

marketing issues and to avoid any unintended consequences 

that may be associated with government intervention. 

CANEGROWERS met with and briefed Senator Barry 

O’Sullivan and Senator John Williams on latest developments 

in our work on Grower Economic Interest sugar. 

Electricity 
CANEGROWERS Electricity Committee met and received the 

CME report into tariffs for electricity used in irrigation.  The 

report identified deep-seated issues with Ergon’s asset 

valuation and cost allocation methodologies, the design of its 

network and other issues associated with regulation of 

electricity tariffs. CANEGROWERS is continuing its work to 

expose the fundamental flaws in electricity price setting and to 

deliver price relief for irrigators. 

The ACCC has reviewed electricity price increases for 

transitional tariffs, with and without carbon taxes, and advised 

that while electricity prices have increased, the ACCC is 

comfortable that the revised prices exclude carbon. 

Trade 
The importance of sugar being fully included in all of Australia’s 

trade agreements has been stressed during a comprehensive 

round of was meetings in Canberra with senior staff in both 

Trade Minister Robb and Agriculture Minister Joyce offices and 

with senior officials in their respective departments. 

Smartcane BMP 
Participated in a teleconference with Sugar Australia to discuss 

corporate (Nestle, Ferrero Rocher) sustainability requirements 

for raw and refined sugar and meeting with ACFA to discuss 

alignment between Smartcane BMP and Next Gen programs. 

Workforce Development 
CANEGROWERS provided input into AgriFood Skills 

Australia’s annual environmental scan to identify the workforce 

development needs of industry.  The scan seeks to identify 

need skills especially through industry’s uptake of new 

technology driving innovation in agribusiness and primary 

production.  The scan also seeks to identify blockages in the 

recruitment of a workforce contributing productivity and 

profitability to enterprises. 

Biosecurity 
CANEGROWERS attended the Import Risk assessment 

consultation meeting held by the Department of Agriculture. 

This meeting is part of the election commitment to examine 

Australia’s Import Risk Analysis (IRA) process. As Australia 

doesn’t import sugarcane as a retail product, the IRA doesn’t 

significantly affect the Australian sugar 

industry.  CANEGROWERS is considering making a joint 

submission with SRA on the IRA process which closes on 10 

September 2014. CANEGROWERS also attended a phone 

hook-up on the Import Risk Assessment meeting held by 

Biosecurity Queensland.  

CANEGROWERS met with Hugh Millar on the 

InterGovernmental Agreement on Biosecurity (IGAB) which is 

designed to strengthen collaboration between Commonwealth 

and state/territory governments to enhance Australia’s 

biosecurity system. It also aims to strengthen partnerships with 

industries in managing biosecurity threats.  

CANEGROWERS also attended the QFF Biosecurity 

Taskforce meeting and met with Greg Fraser CEO of Plant 

Health Australia to discuss options for industry membership of 

Plant Health Australia.  

Transport 
CANEGROWERS is liaising with TMR over the matter of a 

group permit to allow growers to move farm machinery and 

harvest equipment for the 2014 season.  Ongoing permit 

lengths will be increased from 3 months to between 6 to 12 

months to avoid reapplication of permits. The crossing of and 

driving on critical and main roads is being looked at to assist 

growers who need to shift equipment short distances or cross 

roads between properties 

Disaster Resilience Planning for 
Agriculture 
CANEGROWERS participated as members of the project 

advisory committee for the Disaster Resilience Planning for 

Agriculture in Queensland Project.  QFF has received 

government funding for the project which will compile 

information and identify processes to better understand and 

address the risk of natural disaster using existing industry 

networks to facilitate industry-to industry leadership and initiate 

cultural change. 
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R&D Levy: Update 
The NFF has been working with commodity groups over the past month to ensure the disallowance 

motion, moved by Liberal Democrat Senator David Leyonhjelm, does not undermine the strength of 

Australia’s existing research and development (R&D) levies system.  

The disallowance motion was due to be voted on this week in the Senate, but has now been 

postponed to September 24, 2014. If passed, the disallowance motion would reverse recent 

increases to the onion, mango and mushroom levies, with potential flow-on effects to the entire levy 

system.  

Instigated under the Hawke Government, the R&D levy system delivers pooled funds for valuable 

industry R&D, marketing and biosecurity preparedness that would otherwise be unaffordable for the 

majority of farmers.  

Fundamentally, agricultural levies are paid by farmers, and any changes to existing system should 

be decided by farmers, not individual politicians. The NFF will continue working with Government 

over the coming month to make sure that this remains the case. 

NFF 2014 National Congress: Early Bird & 
Nominating a Farming Family! 
The NFF is offering Members a discounted rate of $330.00 to attend this year’s NFF National 

Congress taking place in Canberra from Mon 20 – Tues 21 October, 2014. 

This year’s theme ‘Producing Our Future’ features an exciting agenda including improving farm-gate 

returns, infrastructure developments, leadership in agriculture, and global game-changers affecting 

the sector.  

As part of the Congress, the NFF will be hosting a cocktail function at the National Portrait Gallery on 

Monday 20 October, 2014. The theme will be ’35 Years of Family Farming’, showcasing 35 years of 

the NFF and, in addition, the 2014 UN International Year of Family Farming.  

The NFF is calling on Members to nominate a farming family to be profiled at the event. The families 

will be featured on a large visual presentation, which will include their photo, some basic info and a 

quote about their family farm. In addition, your organisation’s logo will also be featured.  

To nominate a farming family, please see the link here. To register for the NFF Congress and catch 

the early bird rates, please see here.  

 

ABARES Weekly Climate, Ag and Water Update 

 The one-month rainfall outlook for Sept 2014 indicates that drier than normal conditions are 

more likely across much of Australia. 

 Tropical Pacific Ocean temperatures remain at neutral levels. However, four out of seven 

international climate models suggest El Nino development remains possible during coming 

months. 

 The Queensland young cattle indicator price (330-400kg live weight C3) averaged 354 cents a 

kilogram this week, 6 per cent higher than the previous week. Cattle prices rose marginally in 

New South Wales to average 369 cents a kilogram and fell by around 2 per cent in Victoria to 

average 367 cents a kilogram. 

 Changes in saleyard indicator price of lamb rose by around 11 per cent in Western Australia to 

average 555 cents a kilogram and by around 3 per cent in New South Wales to average 483 

cents a kilogram. In contrast, the indicator price fell by 5 per cent in South Australia to average 

451 cents a kilogram and by around 2 per cent in Victoria to average 494 cents a kilogram. 

 For the full report, please see here. 

QFF & 
NFF 

Updates 

CANEGROWERS 

is an active 

member of 

National Farmers’ 

Federation (NFF) 

and Queensland 

Farmers 

Federation 

(QFF) , a 

partnership 

through which we 

have been able to 

concentrate and 

leverage 

influence in areas 

of importance to 

the cane 

industry.  As part 

of a range of 

services, NFF & 

QFF provides a 

range of 

information, 

including weekly 

cross-commodity 

updates.   

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FamilyFarmerNomination
https://www.secureregistrations.com/nffcongress2014/
http://www.daff.gov.au/abares/pages/publications/weekly_update.aspx
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Waterfind 

Burdekin 

Haughton WSS 

Water Market 

Summary  

Allocations 

Dam Storage 

The above information is provided by 

Waterfind.  The information provided is 

of a general nature only and must not 

be relied upon in substitution for 

professional advice. Waterfind accepts 

no responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or timeliness of any 

information provided. For more 

information click here. 

http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

Landcare propagation 

workshop, Saturday 6 

September @ Kennedy 

Street Nursery 

 

FOR SALE 

Fiat 640 high clearance, 

very good condition. 

Ph: 04048 741 977 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

Haulout Work Wanted 

 HC Licence 

 Forklift Licence 

 Previous experience 

 Ph 0418 749 481 Send through your 

classifieds to 
bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Free for members Agricultural Events & Awards 
Supplied by the National Farmers Federation Update 

 
Australian Rural Leadership Foundation: Board of Directors 

The Australian Rural Leadership Foundation is calling for nominations for election to the 

Board of Directors – Governor Member Category. Nominations are due no later than 5pm 

on 3 October 2014. Nomination forms are available on the Foundation’s website here.   

 

 Landcare Australia Conference 

Registrations are still open for the 2014 National Landcare Conference.  The Conference 

will take place in Melbourne from September 17th to 19th.  Further details are available 

here. 

 RIRDC 2015 Rural Women’s Awards 

Nominations are still open for the RIRDC Rural Women’s Award, which recognises 

outstanding women in rural communities and their innovation and commitment to improving 

life in rural Australia. 

The RIRDC Awards winners will receive financial and professional support and a variety of 

assistance in development opportunities. Successful applicants will have demonstrated a 

strong commitment to improving life in rural Australia, as well as having a clear vision or 

project for the future of rural people, industries and communities. 

State and Territory winners will receive a grant of $10,000 to go towards making their rural 

vision a reality. A national winner will be chosen from the list of State and Territory winners, 

and will receive an additional $10,000, while the national runner up will receive a further 

$5,000. Applications close on the 31
st of October 2014. More information and application 

forms can be downloaded from here. 

 ABARES 2015 Science and Innovation Awards 

The annual ABARES Science and innovation awards for young people in agriculture, 

fisheries and forestry (the Awards) foster greater participation in agriculture, fisheries and 

forestry through innovative scientific research projects.  

The Awards program aims to assist industries improve productivity, sustainability and 

adaptability through the provision of science and innovation in research, development and 

extension. Research project funding of up to $22,000 is available, to young people between 

18 and 35 years and their host organisations, who are working, employed or studying in an 

agriculture, fisheries or forestry related industry (including food and sustainable natural 

resource management). For more information, see here. 

Haulout Work Wanted 

 HR Licence 

 Previous experience 

 Ph 0432 264 290 

https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
http://rural-leaders.com.au/news/latest-updates/governor-members-nomination-form-for-directors
http://www.landcareonline.com.au/nationalconference
http://www.rirdc.gov.au/rural-women's-award
mailto:http://www.daff.gov.au/abares/pages/conferences-events/scienceawards/guidelines.aspx
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Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

PROJECT 

& TRAINING 

CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

Office Open By Appointment  

4782 1922 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Gary Halliday 

JP (Qual) 

SmartCane BMP Facilitator 0438 747 596 

Michelle Andrews 

JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Regional Insurance Manager 4790 3605 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

 

Do you know of any stories that should be 

in canenews? 

Contact us today with the details 

CHAIRS FOR HIRE 

CANEGROWERS Project and 

Training Centre 

$10 plus $0.50 per Chair  

Plus GST 

75 Available  

To book please phone  

4782 1922 


