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Update on Legislation to stop Wilmar stripping
growers of their right to utilise QSL
As reported on the front page of the last three editions of canenews, the State Government’s
Agriculture and Environment Committee are reviewing the Private Members Bill put forward by
Shane Knuth MP (Member for Dalrymple and KAP member).

On Monday, the AECommittee held a public hearing in Brisbane and Canegrowers Burdekin
Chair, Phil Marano attended. Phil spoke passionately and provided the AECommittee with a
clear example of why Wilmar’s claims that the current dispute resolution process is adequate
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Chair,
is farcical and spoke briefly of the legal case CBL growers have been engaged in against
Phil Marano spoke at the AECommittee
public hearing
Wilmar relating to the 2010 shortfall. A broadcast of the Public Session is available for
readers interest (click here) the transcript is also available here. The AECommittee is due to report to the House by Monday 14th
September.
Separately, Shadow Agricultural Minister Deb Frecklington has put forward an Exposure Draft Amendment Bill which the LNP
have advised they will utilise to work together with the KAP MPs with the goal of refining the KAP Private Members Bill and with
the goal of having the cabinet debate the Private Members Bill in the next sitting of cabinet which will commence in two weeks’
time. Deb Frecklington has stated that the only way this Private Members Bill will not be debated is if the Labor Party does not
allow it, which would be extremely disappointing.
Lawrence Springborg and Deb Frecklington meet with CANEGROWERS
representatives in Brisbane last week where Lawrence Springborg stated “they are
bringing the millers to the realisation they are going to get some form of legislation”
and “the LNP is absolutely committed to having appropriate legislative response to the
marketing impasse.”

Leader of the Opposition, Lawrence Springborg with
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Director Owen Menkens

This week local member Dale Last hosted Deb Frecklington in the Burdekin to meet
with collectives. Deb stated that Dale has been doggered in his efforts to have this
marketing impasse resolved stating jokingly that Dale has been a “pain in the bum
pushing for the cane industry”.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin’s Wayne Smith, Debra Burden, David Lando and Owen Menkens meet with Deb Frecklington and Dale Last
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TO DATE

CROP CRUSHED

3,720,956
tonnes

54%

Week 12

2015
estimate
8,270,000

as at 29/08/2015

Crush statistics
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invites members and guests to attend a

Potential export
opportunity for
Burdekin fresh produce

members information session
& lunch
Wednesday 16th September
Commencing at 11am
Ending by 2pm
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill
Guest Speakers:
Dan Galligan
New CEO, CANEGROWERS Queensland

Mike Hanks
Principal Scientist,
Department Agriculture and Fisheries

Craig Feil
Sales Manager, Swire Shipping

Terry Granshaw
Smartcane BMP Facilitator,

Bill Lowis (Burdekin Mayor), Claudia Brumme-Smith (Townsville Port
GM Trade and Property), Debra Burden (CANEGROWERS Burdekin)
and Craig Feil (Sales Manager Swire Shipping)

Swire Shipping has shown it’s confidence in the region by the
establishment of a North Asia Express Service, which is a
container shipping service operating between North Asia ,
Papua New Guinea and Townsville.
This service was ratified on Monday with an historical official
launch and naming ceremony of the brand new “MV New
Guinea Chief” at The Port of Townsville, NSS Berth 3.
The China Navigation Company (CNCo), the deep sea ship
owning and operating arm of the multi-national Swire Group,
was proud to introduce what was said to be an innovative,
industry leading “Chief ” Class vessel with the “New Guinea
Chief” being the third of the new series.
Chris Daniels, General Manager of Swire Shipping in his
speech advised the North Asia Express includes two dedicated
“Chief” Class vessels and this allows the company to have a
ship departing Townsville every 10 days.

Burdekin Productivity Services

Chris advised Swire are committed to Townsville and are
looking to strengthen their partnerships and to assist this
regions farmers export to the North Asia market.

RSVP to Tiffany on 4790 3600 or email

Pat Brady, Chair of the Port of Townsville, stressed the
benefits of having access to this express shipping containers
service. Stating that the transit time has now been reduced to
10 days which results in Townsville being on the map for
shipping between Australia and Shanghai.

bdk@canegrowers.com.au
by Monday 14th September

Captain Joe advised the MV New guinea Chief was delivered
from China’s Zhejiang Ouhua shipyard and Townsville is the
vessels regular port in Australia.
Craig Feil Sales Manager for Swire advised that he is
located in this region and welcomed the opportunity to
meet with growers to discuss export opportunities.
Craig’s contact number is 0467 814 662.
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Qld Government funds HR licence
(Certificate III in Driving Operations)

Graduate School of Motoring will be in the near future training a Certificate III in Driving Operations Course in conjunction with
RTO ARC Training in the Burdekin region.
The structure of the course is as follows:

Call to book in today

Delivery – 2 Days (Thursday and Friday) per week over 6 week period

1300 429 129

Commencing – Thursday 15th October (Graduate School of Motoring will be holding an
enrolment session in Ayr 2 weeks prior to start date)
Time: Day 9am – 3pm
20 units of competence to complete the qualification. Clustered Assessment. Students have the opportunity to obtain a Truck
Licence as a part of the program.
What’s included?
Certificate III in Driving Operations qualification
Heavy Vehicle Theory Test at Transport and Main Roads– Paid for by Graduate School of Motoring . (1 attempt per student)
Licence Test Booking Fee –Transport and Main Roads – Paid for by Graduate School of Motoring . (1 attempt per student)
Driving lessons – package of 5.5hrs including Test slot of 1.5hrs conducted by Transport and Main Roads Examiner (1 attempt
per student).
What Class of licence?
Students can elect to train in whichever class(es) of licence they are eligible to.



If they have held a car licence for 1 year

Medium Rigid MR



If they have held a car licence for 2 or more years

Medium or Heavy Rigid (MR or HR)



If they have held a MR licence for 1 year

Heavy Rigid (HR)



If they have held a MR licence for 2 or more years

Heavy Combination (HC)



If they have held a HR licence for 1 year

Heavy Combination (HC)
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Brazilian Information
Technology Company
TOTVS Burdekin Visit

Smartcane BMP needs
support or reef
regulations may be
imposed

There's been a lot of talk in the media over the past couple
week about grower involvement in Smartcane BMP and the
possibility of reef water quality regulations being imposed on
farmers.
On Tuesday the Environment Minister Steven Miles said:
"We want more farmers to take it up and we want them to take
it up not just because it's good for the reef but also because it's
good for their farms.
Andrea Evers (Marketing Manager SRA PEC Unit),
Dennis Stubbs (BBIFMAC), Isabelle Kamei (International
Communications Manager TOTVS), Wayne Smith, Andre’ Ferreira
(Agribusiness Specialist TOTVS) and Debra Burden

At the request of Austrade, CANEGROWERS Burdekin hosted
a visit by representatives from TOTVS this week. TOTVS is a
software and services consulting company, founded and based
in Brazil. The company has clients in 39 countries and is one
of the largest ERP (enterprise resource planning) providers in
the world and the leading provider in Brazil, where it tops more
than 50 per cent market share. Austrade has identified TOTVS
as an advanced agricultural services company which Austrade
would like to bring to Australia and establish a presence in both
R&D, services support and general industry engagement/
debate.
TOTVS representatives Ms Isabelle Kamei and Mr Andre
Ferreira, conducted a series of presentations and held
discussions around their smart solutions for accessing all
available data and information required to tailor a smart
solution that the Australian Sugar Industry may utilise. The
solution would look to connect across multiple platforms and
bring together information to assist in making informed
management decisions in agriculture. The TOTVS
representatives also viewed some of the existing technology
currently employed in the growing sector of the Queensland
Sugar industry.
The discussions with growers, industry representatives,
planting and harvest contractors and other service providers
was of valuable assistance in informing the visitors of the gaps
and the challenges to communicate and better identify growers
costs that can assist and manage profitable decisions and
outcomes.
They also met with Townsville Enterprise, Regional
Development Australia and Wilmar management whilst in the
region. Whilst in Brisbane the previous day they met with
representatives from SRI, QDAF and QUT.
In thanking everyone who took the time to talk to them and
listen to their presentation Isabelle said that the day spent in
the Burdekin had been very productive.

"Ultimately that's why we've decided to continue to invest in
these programs, because we. think they're good for industry,
good for farmers and good for the environment.
"Now if down the track the take up hasn't increased then we
will have to look at other options because we do have to
improve water quality running into the reef."
Smartcane BMP is an industry developed series of seven
‘modules’ covering a wide range of usual farm activities. The
first three are seen as the key modules:









Soil health and plant nutrition management (key).
Pest, disease and weed management (key).
Drainage and Irrigation management (key).
Crop production and harvest management.
Natural systems management.
Farm business management.
Workplace health and safety management.

As you answers each question, the system tells you if you are
‘below’, ‘at’, or ‘above’ the industry standard for each practice.
If any practice is below the industry standard, you are shown
what would need to be done to reach that mark. If you need
some extra help along the way, your local facilitator is there to
help the grower every step of the way.
Terry Granshaw is the Smartcane Facilitator in the Burdekin.
Terry can be contacted on 0437 553 149 for assistance.
The Smartcane program needs high grower participation. A
robust system and a high level of adoption of this system by
sugarcane growers is the key to winding back the regulation,
and ensures the sustainability of the industry into the future.
Growers have experienced firsthand the enormous work
involved in compliance with regulations - it is expected that
sugarcane growers will sign-up to a practical, industry led and
developed system.
The rate at which regulation will be wound back, is directly
linked to the rate at which cane growers adopt the new industry
-led system.
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Letter to the Editor of The Burdekin Advocate on
Council Rates by the former Finance Manager of
Burdekin Shire Council

The following letter has been written by Terry Cross. Terry is the former Burdekin Shire Council Finance Manager and Terry 's
wife owns a cane farm. Given this background Terry has a very good sound understanding of this critical topic.
Sugar Cane Rates
In his recent SMS to the Advocate, Seb Strano questioned the high level of sugar cane rates imposed on cane farmers by the
Burdekin Shire councillors’ new budget. He has good reason to be dissatisfied and concerned for the viability of the shire’s major
industry which underpins the shire’s lifestyle.
It would be interesting to know if more cane farmers and other ratepayers are concerned as well.
You may understand his heartfelt feelings when you look at the numbers below comparing Burdekin Shire with other Sugar Cane
Councils. Burdekin cane farmers are paying 94% more than the average for sugar cane rates across the state. That is ALMOST
DOUBLE.
For this budget year Burdekin cane farmers will pay nearly $1,000 more rates per $100,000 valuation of their farm property
compared with Hinchinbrook Shire cane farmers at Ingham.
Council’s CEO was quoted recently under the front page headline “Cattle Boom, Cane Bust” (see pages 1 & 2 of Advocate 26
August 2015) as follows:
“Burdekin Shire chief executive officer Mr Matthew Magin said council doesn’t focus on the Rate in the Dollar (RID) component
but does focus on the rates raised by the particular rating categories.”
My analysis below supports the view that “Council’s focus even for rates raised by the particular (Sugar Cane) rating categories”
was shut or faulty. This is because the result for the new budget for Sugar Cane was worse than the previous budget year.
Councillors may wish to check this themselves.
Mr Magin’s additional comment about Council that “Our spending patterns do not change even though there may have been
substantial fluctuations in valuations” raises doubts on Council’s cost savings efforts to reduce total Council costs thus reducing
the rates to be raised for all categories.
It is no secret that sugar cane farmers across the state have experienced and continue to experience some major changes and
difficulties in their economic circumstances including:







harsh styled bargaining from big business international millers in sugar cane agreements;
rising costs for major farm goods and services such as fertilizers, irrigation water and electricity;
failed wet seasons, prompting more need for watering;
resulting in more electricity use and cost; and,
last but not least, reduced income from 7 year lows in the sugar market price.

Council’s Schedule of Rates and Charges sent to all ratepayers with the rates notices says the following about “economic
circumstances”,
“Council supports nine differential categories which enable Council to address the economic circumstances of the community as a
whole and/or the circumstances of particular sectors”.
Seb understands that Council has not considered the economic circumstances of the Sugar Cane sector in their “focus on the
rates raised by the particular rating categories.” This conclusion is supported by the continuing high rate in the dollar (RID) for the
Sugar Cane category compared with the rest of the state.
This shows NO GOOD FAITH from Council despite Council’s stated aim of economic development and appointment of senior
staff with economic and marketing backgrounds rather than local government backgrounds.
It is also disappointing that the Mayor makes an incorrect statement in his comments on the rates schedule about depreciation.
He states that causes of the rates increase include “Increasing external costs, such as electricity and depreciation”.
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Letter to the Editor of The Advocate continued
Electricity is an external cost because Council has to pay its electricity bills to the power company for supply of electricity.
So you can lay the responsibility with the power company for the level of cost to the user.
Depreciation is an internal cost which is estimated and audited to identify the cost of holding assets built or held by Council. This
cost is part of the rates to be collected.
This is different to and in addition to maintenance and operating costs for assets.
The cash raised is paid out when repaying council debt for asset construction or purchase and when councillors decides to
restore assets.
Councillors decide on the need for assets and debt repayment in the budget.
So you can lay the responsibility with the councillors who make these debt and asset decisions for the community and especially
ratepayers.
The data and information I use is publicly available from government and other sources. The analysis is my own.
Always happy to hear feedback on my comments.
Terry Cross. Home Hill.
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Virtual Bus Tour: Gary
Raiteri talks rural water
SRA Performance
use efficiency
Report sets a
technology
benchmark in
accountability
Sugar Research Australia (SRA) has
developed and released its first
Performance Report, for the period
ending 30 June 2015, which details the
achievements and progress of the
Australian sugarcane industry’s owned
corporation for research, development
and extension.

Soil probes and weather stations mean Gary Raiteri is
irrigating his Proserpine crop only when it’s needed for
maximum growth.

SRA CEO Neil Fisher said that the SRA Performance Report
had been developed in consultation with industry
representative bodies and SRA investors and it came as a
response to their requests for a document that tracked SRA
performance against a range of transparent and repeatable
measures.

In the video, he takes us through the machinery, practices and
technology they’ve implemented on farm, the results they’ve
achieved, challenges they’ve faced and potential pitfalls.

“This is a comprehensive report that has been developed to
address the needs of sugarcane growers, millers and the
industry as investors and stakeholders in SRA,” Mr Fisher said.

Click here to watch.

“It provides a clear and accountable way of measuring our
performance for our investors, and follows a traffic light
principle of reporting our progress against key measures.
SRA’s performance is measured in green for work that is on
track; yellow for activities that are facing some hurdles; and red
for research and activity that needs more attention.

CANEGROWERS have released its latest virtual bus tour
video on rural water use efficiency.

Sandalwood grower
TFS Corporation plans
more plantations in
northern Australia

Tropical Forestry Services (TFS), which owns a number of
Indian sandalwood plantations in the Northern Territory, Ord
Valley in Western Australia and Burdekin region of Queensland
is one of Australia's largest forestry companies and has
announced a full year after-tax profit of $113 million, courtesy
of the falling currency.
An endowment fund for the Church of England is continuing to
strike deals with the company, making another sizeable
investment of 200 additional hectares in the Northern Territory.
TFS Corporation is still looking for a possible site to build an
oil distillation plant in the Top End to process the timber from
its plantations, currently the company has been sending its
wood south to a distillery plant at Albany in Western Australia.
To read more about TFS click here for an article by ABC Rural.

“We believe this is a tangible demonstration of our commitment
to being accountable to our investors.
“It is the nature of scientific research that the results do not
always turn out as expected or may take longer to achieve than
first anticipated. SRA’s investors have asked for this document
to help them understand the investment we continue to make
on their behalf.”
The first Performance Report has been informed by a range of
sources, including independent reports and surveys.
It will be further refined in consultation with our industry
representative bodies each year so that SRA investors can
continue to track SRA’s progress. It will be enhanced by
documents such as SRA’s independent annual grower survey
and the forthcoming ABARES survey of sugarcane growers.
The Executive Summary of the Performance Report for
2014/2015 will be emailed to all SRA investors this week, and
the Executive Summary and the Full Report can be located on
the SRA website here.
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Third cane train accident in a fortnight
Charlie Peel, Townsville Bulletin

A third cane train collision in the Burdekin in the past fortnight
has sparked frustrated Wilmar Sugar managers to urge
motorists to take more care around cane railway crossings.
A man, 88, was seriously injured about 10.30am Saturday after
his vehicle hit a cane train at a railway crossing at Sayers Rd,
near Ayr.
The man, from Carmila, south of Mackay, was briefly trapped
inside his vehicle but was able to get free before emergency
crews arrived on scene. He received minor lacerations to his
arm and leg and a knee injury, but complained of chest pains.

He was taken by ambulance to Ayr Hospital but later flown to Townsville Hospital where he was yesterday in a stable condition.
Burdekin cane supply manager Steve Postma said the crossing’s flashing warning lights were activated at the time of the collision.
“The vehicle struck the train at the back of the locomotive and front of the first full cane bin,” he said.
“The loco crew was uninjured but shaken. Our crews shouldn’t have to be subjected to these kinds of traumas.”
The locomotive was hauling full cane bins to Pioneer Mill when the incident happened.
Townsville police district duty officer Senior Sergeant Joe Matheson said it appeared the driver had not seen the approaching
train.
“Speed may have been a factor, judging by the skid marks leading up to the crossing,” Sen-Sgt Matheson said.
“Drivers need to pay a bit more attention and be aware it’s cane crushing season.
“Locals should know to slow down.”
Mr Postma said it was frustrating that motorists continued to disregard signs and signals at cane railway crossings. On August 19,
a loco driver was taken to hospital with minor injuries after a car smashed into the train near Sheep Station Creek.
“We said last week we were very lucky no one was badly injured in the previous two crashes,” Mr Postma said.
“Two of the three recent crashes happened at cane railway crossings with activated flashing lights and good visibility.
“Every season we repeatedly urge people to stay safe at cane railway crossings and to always give way to cane trains.”

CANEGROWERS weather

BRANDON

The CANEGROWERS website features a weather section that by typing in your postcode will provide you with a seven day
forecast for your desired postcode along with a 12 month rainfall outlook, SOI information and sea surface temperatures. To see
the latest forecast for your postcode click here. This outlook is for Brandon.
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The above article is from the 31 August edition of the Australian CANEGROWER magazine.
If you are not a member of CANEGROWRS and would like to subscribe to the Australian CANEGROWER a
subscription form can be found here. (Members receive a copy of the magazine with their membership).
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Mackay Sugar
announce appointment
of new CEO

Mackay Sugar have announced the appointment of Jason
Lowry to the position of Chief Executive Officer staring from 15
September.
Jason is replacing outgoing CEO Quinton Hildebrand.

R U OK?

FOR HIRE
FROM CANEGROWERS Burdekin
Plastic stackable chairs
$10 plus
$0.50 per chair + GST
80 Available
Chair covers $0.50 each + GST
50 Available

R U OK? Day is next Thursday 10 September, this is an annual
day in September dedicated to remind people to ask family,
friends and colleagues the question, "R U OK?", in a
meaningful way, because connecting regularly and
meaningfully is one thing everyone can do to make a difference
to anyone who might be struggling.
R U OK? works collaboratively with experts in suicide
prevention and mental illness, as well as government
departments, corporate leaders, teachers, universities,
students and community groups.
If you are not OK there are many services available to listen to
and assist you. Some of these services are:






Plastic Top folding tables
$5.00 per table + GST
6 Available
Tall Bar Tables
$3.00 per table + GST
6 Available

To book please phone 4790 3600

Lifeline: 13 11 14
Beyond Blue: 1300 22 4636
Salvo Care Line: 1300 36 3622
Locally Ross Romeo from CORES is available to speak to
on 0427 455 313.

If you are experiencing financial difficultly and would like some
assistance see page 4 of 24 Jully edition of canenews.

Insurance Broker
Services
Insurance for everyone, with a
choice of insurers and no
brokerage fee.
Wilmar have further revised
Come see
Martine
today
the
district estimate
upwards to 8.04mt.
at the Canegrowers
Building,
141 Young Street, Ayr

or phone 4790 3606
0408 638 518
Authorised Representative for NAS Insurance Brokers (ABN
60 096 916 184) AFS License No 233750
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Pricing information
2015 Season Advances & Payments
as at 10 August 2015
$/tonne IPS
Initial *
20 August 15
22 October 15
17 December 15
21 January 16
18 February 16
17 March 16
21 April 16
19 May 16
23 June 16
Final Payment

% estimated
return

$227
$243
$261
$280
$292
$301
$310
$319
$328
$346
$365

80.0%
82.5%
85.0%
87.5%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

Waterfind Burdekin
Haughton WSS Water
Market Summary

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

Allocations

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 3 September 2015
Gross

$/Tonne IPS
Net

2015 Season

$369

$349

2016 Season

$403

$383

2017 Season

$435

$415

Estimated QSL 2015 Pool Prices
As at 14 August 2015
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS
QSL Harvest Pool

$351

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$368

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$405

QSL US Quota Pool

$686

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015

$413

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015

$431

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2016

$407

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016

$420

Dam Storage

The above information is provided by Waterfind.
The
information provided is of a general nature only and must not
be relied upon in substitution for professional advice.
Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy,
completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For
more information click here.

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.
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Week ending 4 September 2015

Market Update
By Shaun Tupou, QSL Treasury Analyst, Current as of 31 August 2015
Sugar
It was generally a positive week for the sugar market, with the prompt October 15 contract settling up 53 points for the week.
Monday night’s collapse (Oct15 10.13c/lb) followed a fall in the Chinese stock market and seemingly erased itself later in th e
week when prices rallied back above 11c/lb. As is the story for previous rallies, the market struggles to maintain the ground
gained by sliding lower in the following session. This time was no different, with Oct 15 trading down 9 points on Friday.
Spread activity for the week reflected flat prices, with the front spread Oct/Mar trading positive territory to close on the back foot.
Trading to a top of -82 points, Oct/Mar turned lower in the last session of the week closing at -99 points.
The latest Commitment of Traders report was released on Friday and covered a reporting period that included dramatic weakness
in commodity markets across the board on Monday. It appears the non-index funds are reluctant to add shorts, despite some
heavy weakness. As at Tuesday 25 August, non-index funds added just over 2000 lots to sit net short 89,500.
Much like the major currencies, the Brazilian suffered dramatically on the following sessions after Monday’s meltdown in China.
The Brazilian Real traded back out to a 3.65 low before drawing back losses in the last two sessions to close at the week at 3.58.
As quoted last week, the rainfall in India has fallen behind the yearly average, with rainfall in the main cane regions falli ng behind
by over 50%. In Thailand, El Nino is continuing to affect the crop, with inadequate wet weather to offset the drought impacts of last
season.
Going forward, this week we see the latest UNICA report for the second half of August as a key factor. Expectation is that
production will be near 48 million tonnes of cane crushed, partnered by 3 million tonnes of sugar produced. The key out of this will
be the latest ATR (sugar) levels, which will determine whether flowering in the regions is affecting yields.
With the market rallying back above 11 cents over the past week, we believe moves in sugar will continue to be prompted by the
macros dominating global markets (i.e. China). The Real will also come under the watchful eye again as we see it return to more
relative levels for sugar.
Currency
The Aussie dollar succumbed to a significant weakening in the Chinese stock market this week, trading down to fresh six-year
lows at 0.7050, whilst commodity and equity markets all took a tumble. The US dollar fell by over 2% before recovering somewhat
on a stronger durable goods number. Increased volatility in the US dollar continues to be seen, as markets prepare for a move
toward a rate rise. However, concerns surrounding the outlook in China could trigger some notable price action in the near term.

Katter’s Australian Party’s QSL Annual General Meeting
Private Member’s Bill
QSL’s 2015 Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be
The Agriculture and Environment Committee (AEC)
held a public hearing in Brisbane on Monday 31
August, regarding the proposed Sugar Industry
(Real Choice in Marketing) Amendment Bill 2015.
QSL CEO Greg Beashel was among the many industry
stakeholders to present to the committee and answer
questions. You can find both a transcript and a video
of the hearing on the AEC website: https://
www.parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-committees/committees/
AEC/inquiries/current-inquiries/02-SugarIndustry
The committee must present its report on this Bill to State
Parliament by 14 September 2015.

held at 2pm on Friday, 23 October.
The meeting will be held at the Christie Conference Centre,
320 Adelaide Street, Brisbane. All QSL members are invited to
attend. QSL’s 2014/2015 Annual Report will be available from
our website – www.qsl.com.au – prior to the event.

You can join the QSL mailing list to receive weekly
updates from QSL as well as other QSL news and
information.
To join the mailing list click here.
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
Energy Savers workshop,
Tuesday 8 September,
2pm-4pm @ DAF 343
Old Clare Road, RSVP to
3851 6439
Women In Sugar
Burdekin Meeting,
Wednesday 9
September, 9.30am @
CANEGROWERS, 141
Young Street Ayr
R U OK? Day, Thursday
10 September
CANEGROWERS
Burdekin Members
Information Meeting,
Wednesday 16
September, 11am @
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street Home
Hill
CANEGROWERS
Burdekin AGM, Thursday
5 November, 5.30pm @
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street Home
Hill

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

@BurdekinCANE

Is your cane farm for sale?
Why not advertise it in canenews for just
$25.00 per week
Phone Tiffany on 4790 3600
for more information

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd
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QFF &
NFF
Updates
CANEGROWERS

is an active
member of
National Farmers’
Federation (NFF)
and Queensland
Farmers
Federation
(QFF) , a
partnership
through which we
have been able to
concentrate and
leverage
influence in areas
of importance to
the cane
industry. As part
of a range of
services, NFF &
QFF provides a
range of
information,
including weekly
cross-commodity
updates.

Reef Champion Land Managers Honoured
Innovative irrigation and drainage practices, and the sustainable use of liquid effluent were just some
of the project success stories honoured last night at the Australian Government Reef Programme
Awards held in Caloundra.
The awards evening was part of the Reef Range and Red Dust Conference and was the first time
that Queensland Water and Land Carers, the Regional NRM Groups and Queensland Coastal
Society have combined to offer a joint conference, and the Queensland Landcare Awards and the
Australian Government Reef Programme Awards.
The Reef Programme awards recognise the work of primary producers to reduce their off-farm
impact on the iconic Great Barrier Reef, and are an initiative of the Reef Alliance partnership
including Queensland Farmers’ Federation, Queensland Regional Groups Collective, peak
agricultural industry bodies, regional natural resource management groups and the conservation
sector.
Queensland Farmers’ Federation President Joanne Grainger said the Awards were an opportunity to
highlight the role farmer’s play in land stewardship, and another way to showcase the collaborative
nature of the Australian Government Reef Programme.
“The Australian Government Reef Programme is successful because it works for mutually beneficial
outcomes for both farms and the environment. There have been many worthwhile projects
undertaken, and these awards allow us to showcase some of the great achievements,” Ms Grainger
said.
This year’s winners are:
Horticulture category:
Sugarcane category:
Grains category:
Grazing category:
Dairy category:

Craig and Jade Buchanan, Innisfail
Hill End Farms Pty Ltd, Bundaberg
Royce Staier, Clermont
Shane and Amanda Watts, Collinsville
Dennis Byrnes, Yungaburra

Cane category winner Hill End Farms developed a Farm Risk Assessment Plan in 2010 after
considering the potential impact their operation was having on water quality. After a five year
pathway to improvement, this change in practice has seen nutrients retained within the rooting zone.
In addition, the lack of runoff has significantly lessened the potential for sediment, nutrients and other
farm inputs escaping the property and impacting the Reef.
Dairy category winner Dennis Byrnes has connected liquid effluent to a solid set irrigation system
and travelling irrigator. This sustainable use of liquid effluent across the farm has reduced reliance
on fertilizers , in turn reducing costs significantly and greatly lessening the risk of nutrient rich water
entering the local water way.
“The broad range of excellent projects nominated for these awards is a testament to the widespread
practice change and innovation taking place in reef catchment areas,” Ms Grainger said.
“People are voluntarily working to reduce the runoff of nutrients, chemicals and sediment from their
land so that we can protect the reef for future generations.”

SPECIAL
Member
Deals
Discounted online training
Members of CANEGROWERS Burdekin can access the online courses for a
discounted price.
Courses Available
“Safe working near electrical assets in the rural industry”
Participate in OHS Processes
Farm Safety for Farm Managers
Members receive the discounted price of $50 with non-members paying $100.
To register phone Tiffany on 47903600
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Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

Debra Burden

Wayne Smith

Michelle Andrews

canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.
PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill

General Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Manager: Finance & Admin
Payroll & Administration

Martine Bengoa

Insurance Consultant

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:

43 114 632 325

Postal Address: PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
Telephone:

(07) 4790 3600

Facsimile:

(07) 4783 4914

Email:

bdk@canegrowers.com.au

4790 3602

JP (Qual)

Tiffany Giardina

Published Weekly by:

4790 3601
4790 3605
0408 638 518

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Inkerman

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

Kalamia

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Pioneer

Geraldine Cantarella

geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Invicta

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

