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Introducing Solaris Insurance Brokers
In 2012 Canegrowers Insurance was established to provide an
additional service to our members. Since then Canegrowers Insurance
has been evolving to service not only members but also the wider
community.
Canegrowers Insurance Burdekin is now entering the next phase of this
evolution….
We have changed our name!

Solaris Insurance Brokers is a not for profit, locally owned and
operated business providing personalised advice for everyone’s
insurance needs.
Solaris has several qualified and well trained staff, who will review your
insurances and provide tailored, competitive insurance products;
delivering peace of mind and security.
Why use Solaris Insurance Brokers?
An insurance broker can save you time, money and worry. Insurance
can be difficult to fully understand, Solaris Insurance Brokers can help
you understand the details of your policy and work out what level of
cover you need to protect your assets. Our team at Solaris Insurance
Brokers has access to an extensive network of Insurers.
At Solaris Insurance Brokers we do not charge a broker fee for any of
our services.
If the worst happens and you have to make a complicated claim on your
policy, we will act on your behalf to negotiate the best claim payment.
Whether you are a home owner, a farmer, own a small or large business or simply want to insure your car, Solaris Insurance
Brokers can help you.
We are very excited about this next phase of our insurance business and to celebrate this event we would like to invite all
CANEGROWERS Burdekin members to a Melbourne Cup Luncheon hosted by Solaris Insurance Brokers, to be held Tuesday 1st
November 12.30pm at the CANEGROWERS Hall, 68 Tenth Street Home Hill. Please RSVP by Thursday 20th October to 4790
3600 for catering purposes.
Visit Racheal and the team at Solaris Insurance Brokers
141 Young Street, Ayr; ph 4790 3606 or email
admin@solarisinsurance.com.au to arrange a no
obligation review and quote for your insurances.

Solaris - the Insurance Broker for everyone
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Farm owner up for
$12m for employee not
wearing helmet on quad
bike

Farmers across the country have been urged to heed a
landmark recent court decision about quad bikes which
resulted in a Tasmanian farmer being ordered to pay $12
million in compensation to an employee who was injured during
a quad bike incident.
The Supreme Court decision means the law is now more clear
on what farmers are expected to do with quad bikes on farms,
with an employer group reportedly saying the case meant
helmets, training and bike maintenance were now crucial.
Farmers have been told to ensure they and their employees
wear helmets, maintain quad bikes regularly, including brakes
and tyres, and ensure all employees are adequately trained.
An ABC media report quoted Barrister and Primary Employers
Tasmania president Glynn Williams: "The judge is saying that
the law would hold that person responsible for their own safety
and particularly for the safety of any employee on a farm or
some other place who might get on a bike without a helmet".
While, it is not currently legally mandated for helmets to be
worn on quad bikes, Mr Williams said this judgement filled a
legal gap.
"Whilst there's been no legislation around these machines, the
common law is clearly, in this case, moving in and saying 'It's
not good enough. You have to wear helmets'."
Mr Williams explained there were four ways the farmer was
found to be negligent, which farmers needed to take note of.
"The first was that the rear brakes of the bike weren't working
or weren't working well enough, that is, the bike should not
have been used until it was fixed," Mr Williams said.
"The second thing was that one of the tyres wasn't fully
inflated, that is, it shouldn't have been used unless the
puncture had been repaired or the tyre replaced.
"Thirdly, and this is very significant, that the employee had not
been provided with adequate training and instruction to allow
her to ride the quad bike safely.
"And fourth, and perhaps even most important of all, is that she
was allowed to ride without being required to wear a safety
helmet."
Read the full report on the ABC Rural website
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Farm Business Debt Mediation Bill 2016 and
Rural and Regional Adjustment (Development
Assistance) Amendment Bill 2016

Regional hearings – register your interest to appear as a witness

The Government’s Farm Business Debt Mediation Bill intends to create a new Act to mandate mediation between farmers and
credit providers where there is a default on farm business loans. The Bill also intends to rename QRAA to the Queensland Rural
and Industry Development Authority (QRIDA) and expand its powers to better serve rural farmers.
The Government Bill also proposes amendments to the:



Biological Control Act 1987 to remove ambiguity around the classifications of viruses as targeted biological control measures



Biosecurity Act 2014 to provide for third party biosecurity accreditation schemes, and



Drugs Misuse Act 1984 to allow Queensland growers and researchers to supply certain cannabis seed to persons licensed to
cultivate medicinal cannabis under the Commonwealth Narcotic Drugs Act 1967.

Mr Katter MP’s Rural and Regional Adjustment (Development Assistance) Amendment Bill intends to rename QRAA to the Rural
and Industries Development Bank (RIDB) and expand its powers to include a capacity to raise money to provide financial
assistance.
Information on the Committee’s inquiry, including copies of the bills and explanatory notes, its inquiry schedule and submissions
received on the Rural and Regional Adjustment (Development Assistance) Amendment Bill 2016, is available on the Committee
webpage here.
Call for submissions
The Committee invites submissions addressing any aspect of the Farm Business Debt Mediation Bill from all interested
parties. Closing date for written submissions is Thursday 29
September 2016 at 4pm.
Regional hearings

Additional $15 million
available for
Queensland producers

The Committee also seeks input from people who can inform the
Committee’s consideration of the Bills. Between 4 and 6 October
2016 the Committee intends to hold nine regional public hearings
via videoconference - with the Burdekin hearing scheduled for
9am-10.30am at the TAFE in Home Hill on Thursday 6 The Australian Government has allocated an additional $15
October.
million in assistance to Queensland's drought-affected
producers, available through QRAA under the Drought and
Members of the public wishing to observe the hearings are
Drought Recovery Concessional Loans Schemes.
welcome to attend Parliament House, Brisbane. The hearings will
also be broadcast and can be watched live – simply follow the QRAA CEO, Cameron MacMillan, is thrilled by what this
prompts here.
means for Queensland's farmers, growers and graziers.
There are opportunities to appear as a witness to address the "Queenslanders have already accessed over $141 million
Committee on the Bills. If you wish to appear as a witness a the under these schemes, and this additional funding represents
Burdekin regional hearing, please register your interest by opportunities for even more producers to secure the future of
clicking here.
their operations, whether they're recovering after recent rainfall
or still in the throes of drought."
Drought Concessional Loans allow producers to restructure
debt, while Drought Recovery Concessional Loans help to
fund restocking, replanting and building future drought
resilience. Both are assessed based on rainfall data from the
Bureau of Meteorology - so even if your drought declaration
has been revoked, you may still be eligible.
Producers can access up to $1 million from each scheme, with
interest rates starting at 2.66 per cent.
Applications close 31 October. Click here to find out more.
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SRA research cracks the mystery on Chlorotic
Streak Disease
Researchers at Sugar Research Australia (SRA) have made a major
breakthrough in determining the cause of a sugarcane disease that has remained
a mystery for 87 years.
Chlorotic Streak Disease (CSD) was first recognised in 1929, and since then
there has been research effort from around the world to determine the cause of
the disease, how it is spread, and how to manage it.
In a major breakthrough, SRA researchers Dr Kathy Braithwaite, Dr Chuong Ngo
and Mr Barry Croft have recently used modern DNA technology and traditional
pathology to identify a new type of organism that causes CSD, isolating a
microscopic organism that is a type of protozoan.

Chlorotic Streak Disease trials at SRA Woodford

CSD is a serious and widespread disease of sugarcane. In the worst cases, yield losses can be as much as 40 percent and it has
been estimated to cause an annual loss to the sugarcane industry of $8 million to $10 million. Because it is transmitted via water,
its impact is worst in wet growing districts of the Australian industry.
SRA Biosecurity Manager, Mr Barry Croft, said it was an important discovery for the Australian sugarcane industry.
“Understanding the cause of a disease is crucial to developing control and management strategies for that disease,” Mr Croft said.
“By SRA identifying the protozoan that causes CSD, we hope this leads to better management options and information, which will
lead to benefits for sugarcane growers and millers.
“For example, SRA already gives all of its varieties a rating for resistance to diseases, including CSD. That information is crucial
for growers when they choose what variety to plant according to the conditions on their farm. The discovery of this organism has
opened up more reliable ways to screen the varieties for resistance to CSD.”
SRA has also developed a technique to diagnose whether sugarcane is infected with CSD, and is working with productivity
service organisations to ensure this technique is useful and practical.
“Because CSD can spread so easily, proper use of a diagnostic
test for CSD could reduce the spread of CSD via planting material,
for example,” said Mr Croft.
“Now that we know what the organism is, we also may be able to
develop more targeted control methods.”
Sugarcane grower Mr Ray Zamora’s farms are in one of the
highest rainfall areas of the Australian sugarcane industry at Tully,
meaning he has faced significant yield losses from CSD in the past
when there have been particularly wet years.
He welcomed the news that SRA researchers had discovered the
organism that causes CSD.
“Managing CSD is something that I could change on my farm if
there was improved information. If I had better resistance
information for sugarcane varieties I could avoid planting
susceptible varieties in the low lying parts of my farm, so this
discovery is welcome news,” Mr Zamora said.
This research activity has been jointly funded by SRA and the
Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries.
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Cane Burning Change
1st Oct & Cane Quality
Request

Pricing information
2016 Season Advances & Payments
as at 2 September 2016
$/tonne IPS
Initial
18 August 16*
20 October 16
15 December 16
26 January 17
23 February 17
23 March 17
20 April 17
18 May 17
22 June 17
Final Payment

$267
$326
$351
$377
$424
$438
$464
$477
$491
$504
$531

% estimated
return

80.0%
82.5%
87.5%
90.0%
92.5%
95.0%
100%

Observe the reduction in burning for harvest allowance conditions

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2015 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2015 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 29 September 2016
Gross

$/Tonne IPS
Net

2016 Season

$665

$645

2017 Season

$599

$579

2018 Season

$530

$510

2019 Season

$479

$459

Estimated QSL Pool Prices
As at 26 August 2016
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS 2016
QSL Harvest Pool

$527

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$559

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$465

As detailed in the cane supply agreement growers are
requested to observe the reduction in burning for harvest
allowance conditions that are effective as at 1st October.
Growers and harvest contractors are also encouraged to
conduct smaller burns that will assist in minimising stale cane
and dextran levels going into the change to 1&1/2 day burns
that is effective of 1st October.
Dextran levels effects sugar quality
There is a need to start paying attention to cane quality to
avoid losing premium sugar payments.
Dextran levels are high ranging between 300 to 500
ppm. Dextran effects sugar crystal elongation and slows
boiling. Dextran is also an issue for the mills to reach quality
standard sugar.
Dextran is a waste product from bacteria which reduces sugar
content. Delays from cut to crush and warm weather increase
the amount of dextran. Cane age also has a contributing
factor in dextran levels. Burning large amounts of cane is a
concern, burning early to allow drying may be contributing
where ground is still wet. There is dead cane at the bottom of
some of the very large crops out there this year.

Burdekin Falls Dam Assessable Capacity Percentage
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Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
Sugar Industry Calendar
Click here

QFF Things to know
1.

The Backpacker Tax was featured in The Courier Mail's 'QWeekend' magazine front
cover. See the feature which talks with farmers, backpackers and QFF President
Stuart Armitage HERE.

2.

QFF President Stuart Armitage discusses the Bayer AG and Monsanto merger in his
QCL column 'Agricultural monopoly mergers sow seeds of concern'. See full column
HERE.

3.

Barnaby Joyce has ruled out supporting a sugar tax while visiting North Queensland.
CANEGROWERS said the tax would decimate the sugar industry and labelled it too
simplistic to blame sugar alone for obesity.

4.

The Beneficial Use Approval (BUA) framework under the Waste Reduction and
Recycling Act 2011 is being replaced by End of Waste (EOW) Framework on 8
November. Draft BUA approvals for biosolids, sugar mill by-products and coal
combustion products are now for comment HERE.

5.

Nominations are open for the 2016 Queensland Agriculture Awards that recognise
contributions to agriculture, fisheries or forestry sectors. Peter Kenny Medal and
Minister’s Emerging Leaders Award details HERE.

Would you like to
advertise in

canenews?
Email
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

to receive more
information

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

@BurdekinCANE

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd
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Contact Us
canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin
cane farmers and their families in the Burdekin.
Copies are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS
Offices, businesses, industry, politicians,
Government Agencies and members of the
community.

HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600
PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Debra Burden

General Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Michelle Andrews

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Racheal Olsen

Insurance Manager

Published Weekly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:
Postal Address:
Telephone:
Facsimile:
Email:

43 114 632 325
PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
(07) 4790 3600
(07) 4783 4914
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials

JP (Qual)

Mel De Domenico

4790 3605
0408 638 518

Administration Officer

4790 3608

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

Owen Menkens
Deputy Chair

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

spilla8@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Greg Rossato

greg_rossato@outlook.com

0418 713 563

Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Inkerman

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

Kalamia

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Pioneer

Geraldine Cantarella

geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Invicta

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

