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Release of the 2014 Great Barrier Reef 
Report Card =  cane farmers cop a 
caning 
On Monday, the Federal and State Governments released the GBR Report Card for 2014.  This report 

resulted in some very negative headlines and stories about our cane industry.    But was it justified? 

The Reef Plan web site on the release of this Report Card states the report assesses the combined efforts 

of all Reef Plan actions up to June 2014 it also states  “landholders are continuing to help protect the Great 

Barrier Reef by reducing pollutant loads entering the reef”.  

What is the report card? The report card is an annual report that measures progress towards the goals 

and targets of the “2013 Reef Plan” (click here).  The information in the annual Report Cards is to 

determine the success of Reef Plan and to identify whether further measures need to be taken to address 

water quality in the Great Barrier Reef. The “2013 Reef Plan” is funded collectively by the Federal and Qld 

Governments who in 2013 committed $375m over 5 years.  In early 2015,  both Governments committed a 

further $100m each.  

The first baseline report card was issued in August 2011 and was based on 2009 results. 

It is important to note that the 2014 Report Card states that the “2013 Reef Plan” targets are considered 

ambitious and that any progress that is “equal to” or “exceeds” the target is considered very good. 

It makes you wonder if the Governments are heading in the right direction.   

Scientific opposing views:   Some scientists are of the view that the crucial piece of information that 

needs to be brought out is that rivers (and thus the stuff that comes off the farms) represent only about 1 % 

of the nutrient budget of the Great Barrier Reef....with the large ocean currents and natural exchange with 

the sea bed being most of the other 99%. (Furnas et al 2011 from AIMS).   In addition other scientists say 

the Great Barrier Reef waters are very rapidly flushed to the Coral Sea (Choukroun et al., 2010).  For 

example, the same volume of water that is discharged by rivers in an entire year is flushed to the Coral Sea 

by ocean currents  (East Australia Current) in about 8 hours.  Simple mass balance calculations indicate 

that this rapid flushing must reduce system-wide long-term nutrient enhancement to very low levels.  The 

East Australia current is the dominant factor affecting nutrients, not the rivers. 

Great Barrier Reef 

Report Card 2014 

Scoring System 

Great Barrier Reef 

Report Card 2014 

FAQ 

Great Barrier Reef 

Report Card 2014 

“Dilution is the solution to pollution” 

http://www.reefplan.qld.gov.au/resources/assets/reef-plan-2013.pdf
http://www.reefplan.qld.gov.au/measuring-success/report-cards/2014/assets/gbr-2014report-card.pdf
http://www.reefplan.qld.gov.au/measuring-success/report-cards/2014/assets/gbrscoring-system-2014.pdf
http://www.reefplan.qld.gov.au/measuring-success/report-cards/2014/assets/gbr2014-faq.pdf
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How does the 2014 Report Card compare to previous 

report cards? 

Hard to say ...because the game has changed.     

The “2013 Reef Plan” changed the measurement relating to the 

key criteria of Management Practices from the “number” to the 

“area of land” for landholders who have adopted improved 

management practices.   Plus another important measure of 

“Catchment Loads” also had its measurement method changed 

to now using a “modelling program”.  The reason given for 

moving to a modelling program is basically to take into account 

the differences in annual rainfall. We assume this has occurred 

due to the failed wet seasons resulting in reduced run off and 

the (positive?) impact this has on Catchment Loads. 

Plus the targets have also changed so they are now more 

detailed than the targets initially set in 2009 due to the findings 

from the “2013 Scientific Consensus Statement”.  Changes 

include the nitrogen target changed from total nitrogen to 

dissolved inorganic nitrogen, the sediment target expanded to 

include particular nutrients, the pesticide target increased and 

now includes overall toxic loads.  Plus progress towards the set 

targets is now assessed using modelling not actual results. 

So not only have key measures changed so they are now 

comparing apples to oranges but also what is being measured 

has also changed. 

How confident are the report’s authors that their findings 

are correct? 

The report’s authors developed a model to assess the 

confidence of findings of each of the key indicators.  The level 

of confidence in each of the findings was based on five criteria, 

which included:  the maturity of the methodology used, the 

directness of the measurement, the spatial coverage/

completeness, the strength of relationship between the 

methodology, the indicator and the measured data,  and an 

allowance for measurement error.  The model included a one 

to five bar chart. 

You be the judge as to how confident the Report Card authors 

are of their findings: 

Key Indicator Level of Confidence 
1 = low 5 = High 

Management Practices 3/5 

Catchment Indicator – ground cover 4/5 

Catchment Loads 3/5 

Release of the 2014 Great Barrier Reef Report 
Card continued 

SmartCane BMP – cops an unfair caning in 

media from the report. 

SmartCane BMP copped some unfair media.   

What seemed to be missed was the fact that this Report Card 

was based on results as at 30 June 2014.  Smartcane BMP is a 

new program that was only kicked off very late in 2013.   

Right now for the Burdekin, there are 94 growers registered in 

the Smartcane BMP program, representing 22,700 ha of cane 

production area.   

So in less than 2 years,  close to 20% of Burdekin cane farmers 

representing over 30% of the land under cane are part of the 

Smartcane BMP program.   

In addition 2 growers are already  accredited and another 18 

growers are forecast to seek accreditation by the end of this 

year.   

We feel this is a very positive result, particular given the 

extreme conditions this regions cane farmers have been 

enduring.  Extreme conditions including: 

 the ongoing David and Goliath marketing battle with multi-

billion international milling company Wilmar ... to stop 

Wilmar striping growers of their rights to access QSL  

 financial stress from the international price of raw sugar 

dropping to below the cost of production (reducing from 36 

cents per lb to under 12 cents per lb in 5 years),  

 two failed wet seasons initially resulting in growers being 

forced to irrigate without rain breaks and incurring massive 

electricity bills due to Ergon’s  irrigation tariff increases of 

over 96% in 7 years and growers now facing between 50% 

and 70% reductions in their irrigation allocations due to 

ongoing drought conditions 

 Government changes to transport permits resulting in 

many growers taking unacceptable risks and moving 

transport equipment illegally 

Local Smartcane BMP Facilitator Terry Granshaw (0437 553 

149) is being kept hard at work by this regions cane farmers as 

they look to become part of the Smartcane Program.  Many of 

these cane farmers are already operating at BMP standard 

they just need the time and resources to be able to complete 

the program and to ensure their records are in order.   

It would be very disappointing if a premature 

decision was made to re-enforce Reef 

Regulations without allowing sufficient time for 

the voluntary BMP program to succeed.  
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Cane growers protecting 

and respecting our reef  … 

the greatest reef in the world 

The key findings from the 2014 GBR Report Card. 

Sugarcane 

Area of sugarcane lands managed using best management 

practice systems as at June 2014. Target: 90% by 2018. 

Dissolved inorganic nitrogen 

Reduction in annual average dissolved inorganic nitrogen load 

between 2009 and 2014. Target: 50% by 2018. 

Particulate nitrogen 

Reduction in annual average particulate nitrogen load between 

2009 and 2014. Target: 20% by 2018. 

Particulate phosphorus 

Reduction in annual average particulate phosphorus load 

between 2009 and 2014. Target: 20% by 2018. 

Region Pesticides Nutrients Soil 

Great Barrier 
Reef 

30% 13% 23% 

Wet Tropics 22% 9% 45% 

Burdekin 26% 10% 17% 

Mackay 
Whitsunday 

37% 20% 41% 

Burnett Mary 42% 13% 39% 

Great Barrier Reef 17.0% Poor 

Wet Tropics 14.5% Very poor 

Burdekin 16.0% Poor 

Mackay Whitsunday 24.0% Moderate 

Burnett Mary 31.5% Very good 

Great Barrier Reef 11.5% Good 

Cape York 8.0% Poor 

Wet Tropics 11.5% Good 

Burdekin 15.0% Very good 

Mackay Whitsunday 11.0% Good 

Fitzroy 3.0% Very poor 

Burnett Mary 6.0% Very poor 

Great Barrier Reef 14.5% Very good 

Cape York 12.0% Very good 

Wet Tropics 20.5% Very good 

Burdekin 15.5% Very good 

Mackay Whitsunday 13.0% Very good 

Fitzroy 6.5% Very poor 

Burnett Mary 12.0% Very good 

Sediment 

Reduction in annual average sediment load between 2009 and 

2014. Target: 20% by 2018. 

Pesticides 

Reduction in annual average toxic pesticide load between 2009 

and 2014. Target: 60% by 2018. 

Ground cover 

Late dry season ground cover in 2013-2014. Target: minimum 

70% cover by 2018. 

Release of the 2014 Great Barrier Reef Report 
Card continued 

Great Barrier Reef 12.0% Very good 

Cape York 8.0% Poor 

Wet Tropics 13.5% Very good 

Burdekin 17.0% Very good 

Mackay Whitsunday 9.0% Moderate 

Fitzroy 4.5% Very poor 

Burnett Mary 3.0% Very poor 

Great Barrier Reef 30.5% Good 

Wet Tropics 28.5% Moderate 

Burdekin 20.0% Poor 

Mackay Whitsunday 41.0% Very good 

Fitzroy 4.0% Very poor 

Burnett Mary 33.0% Good 

Great Barrier Reef 77% Very good 

Cape York 84% Very good 

Wet Tropics 85% Very good 

Burdekin 73% Very good 

Mackay Whitsunday 88% Very good 

Fitzroy 78% Very good 

Burnett Mary 81% Very good 
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Cane clear about its 
ongoing commitment to 
water quality 
Peak group CANEGROWERS acknowledges the Great Barrier 

Reef scorecard released today which reports that as of mid-

2014, water quality is improving across all catchments, but 

more slowly than hoped. 

CANEGROWERS Chairman Paul Schembri said it was 

disappointing to see numbers which indicated that progress had 

slowed. “We will work closely with government to get to the 

bottom of this,” he said. “We need to understand how the 

figures were arrived at and identify any external factors which 

may have impacted on this result.  

“Today’s report card is based on modelling up until the middle 

of last year, and we believe that a huge amount of process has 

been made over the last 12 months in particular. We are looking 

forward to next year’s scorecard which is expected to show an 

even greater stride forward by the sugar industry.   

“The cane industry has been working closely with both the 

Queensland Government and Australian Government to do its 

part for the health of the Great Barrier Reef,” says 

CANEGROWERS Chairman, Paul Schembri. 

“The actions on ground by cane growers through the Australian 

Governments Reef Programme and its predecessor Reef 

Rescue will continue to have a legacy for water quality on the 

Great Barrier Reef.  In the last 12 months, this has been 

spurred along by momentum in the Smartcane BMP program, 

with nearly 30% of growers already working their way through 

the program.” 

More than a thousand growers are now registered in the 

sugarcane industry’s best management practices program 

which is supported by the Queensland Government.  More than 

820 of these farm businesses have completed their first major 

milestone of self-assessment in one or more modules. 

“That equates to almost 223,000 hectares of irrigated and 

dryland sugarcane farms now on the road to having their 

current good management recognised and further 

improvements identified. These numbers mean that half the 

area under sugarcane in Queensland is now represented in the 

BMP program and growers managing 40% of Queensland’s 

sugarcane area have completed self-assessment in the core 

modules that address soil health and nutrients, weed and pest 

management, and irrigation and drainage,” he said. 

“The cane industry is proud of the buy in by growers in a 

relatively short period of time, and recognises that the industry 

will continue to strive for a solution which delivers on farm 

productivity and does our bit to improve water quality.” 

Farm robotic 
innovations 
Landline aired a 

story on Sunday 20 

September about 

farm robotic 

innovations by a 

company called 

Swarmfarm with an 

initial focus on down 

sizing farm equipment and targeting direct weed management 

with the result of large reductions in chemical use and a focus 

on improving farm profitability.  

Given the spotlight that is directed at the Burdekin cane 

industry in regard to farm run off impacting the Great Barrier 

Reef this type of innovation may be well worth a look. 

Click here to view. 

Burdekin organisational 
restructure 
Following on from the organisational restructure which 

occurred in the Herbert region last year, Wilmar have 

developed a plan to implement a similar structure in the 

Burdekin region. 

The change will see a stronger regional focus within the areas 

of Production and Engineering, to achieve operational 

efficiencies and improve the sharing of knowledge and 

resources between our milling sites. 

The key senior roles within the restructure have been finalised, 

with an Implementation Team formed to oversee the 

restructure process, which will be put in place before the start 

of next year's crushing season. 

Current Pioneer Mill Site and Cogeneration Manager Paul 

Turnbull has been appointed to the role of Regional Production 

& Work Execution Manager.  Current Invicta Mill Site Manager 

Craig Wood has been appointed to the position of Regional 

Work Execution Manager.  Sharon La Spina, who is currently 

Capital Projects Manager, has been appointed to the role of 

Regional Asset Manager. Current Inkerman Mill Site Manager 

Ken Mackney will support Paul, Sharon and their teams in the 

role of Change Manager.  Kalamia Mill Site Manager John Dal 

Ponte will assist with the implementation process until his 

retirement next year. 

Further positions will be announced in the coming months.  

http://www.abc.net.au/landline/content/2015/s4316205.htm#.VgHogUHUIfQ.facebook
http://www.abc.net.au/landline/content/2015/s4316205.htm%23.VgHogUHUIfQ.facebook
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Water Quality Grants $2.5m 
available for Burdekin cane 
growers 
The Australian Government has applauded cane growers good work in 

protecting our Great Barrier Reef and seeks to build on this work by allocating 

$2.5m for Burdekin cane farmers to improve their nutrient and water 

management practices. For full details see the below media release by the 

Minister for the Environment, Greg Hunt.  

The funding will be managed by NQ Dry Tropics and will be implemented via a 

two staged competitive tender which will include an expression of interest 

stage, with a reverse auction format used to allocate the funds which will be 

available for use between 2016 to 2018.  

Note NQ Dry Tropics is in the process of moving office and will be closed from 

midday Wednesday 23 Sep and reopening at 12 Wills Street Townsville on 

Monday 28 September. 

Proposed 
ethanol mandate 

The Palaszczuk Government introduced 

legislation into State Parliament that will 

require fuel sellers to meet targets for the 

sale of ethanol-blended petrol and bio-based 

diesel on the 15 September. 

Minister for Energy and Water Supply Mark 

Bailey said the proposed mandates outlined 

in the Liquid Fuel Supply (Ethanol and Other 

Biofuels Mandate) Amendment Bill 2015 will 

help Queensland transition to a clean energy 

economy, grow our biofuels and bio-

manufacturing sectors and boost jobs across 

the industry, especially in regional 

Queensland. 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin agrees a 

Government mandate on ethanol is needed 

to provide sufficient confidence in the industry 

to make the required investments.  Without 

sufficient confidence new processing plants 

will not be developed and cane growers will 

not be prepared to risk moving away from 

raw sugar. 

A mandate of 2% is actually a high starting 

point as ethanol sales in Queensland are 

currently around 1.2% and sales peaked at 

just under 2% in 2009/10 under the then 

Labor Government. 

The timing is good for cane growers to 

consider utilising their crops for alternate 

purposes given the international price of raw 

sugar has decreased from 36 cents/lb at the 

end of 2011 to a current low around 11 cents/

lb, which does not cover the cost of 

production for some growers.  Also the fact 

that Wilmar has cancelled growers lock in 

contracts from the end of the 2016 crop 

provides growers with the ability to assess 

other options. 
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Crush statistics 
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Rural financial counselling service available in 
the Burdekin 
Free, impartial and confidential financial counselling supported 

by the Australian and Queensland Governments is available to 

help primary producers, fishers and small rural businesses who 

are suffering financial hardship. 

The objectives of the Rural Financial Counselling Service are to: 

 Provide clients with access to financial information, options, 

decision support and referrals to other sources of industry, 

professional and government assistance. 

 Empower clients to make their own decisions on how to 

most effectively manage change and adjustment issues 

 Deliver effective, flexible and responsive services to those in 

need of assistance. 

If you require assistance contact Ian Durham, Rural Financial 

Counsellor on 0466 089 959 or email IanD@rfcsqcsr.com.au. 

Ian Durham, Rural Financial Counsellor (middle) with  
CANEGROWERS Burdekin’s Wayne Smith and Debra Burden 

Farm Household Allowance 
The following important information is from the Australian Government Department of Human Services and Centrelink 

Eligibility basics 

 be a farmer or the partner of a farmer. If you are a farmer you must contribute a significant part of your labour and capital  to 

the farm enterprise based on specific criteria 

 meet an income and assets test 

 be willing to undertake a Farm Financial Assessment[1], and 

 be willing to enter into a Financial Improvement Agreement to help you improve your financial circumstances 

Eligibility for Farm Household Allowance 

To be eligible for Farm Household Allowance you need to: 

 be a farmer 

 be aged 16 years or over 

 contribute a significant part of your labour and capital to a farm enterprise located in Australia 

 meet an income and assets test 

 meet residence requirements and be living in Australia 

 have regular contact with a Farm Household Case Officer 

 be willing to agree to mutual obligations, and 

 have received Farm Household Allowance for a total period of less than 3 years 

The farm enterprise must have significant commercial purpose or 

character. It will be assessed based on: 

 the purpose of your farm activity and the prospect for profit 

 the consistency of your farm activity 

 whether your farm activity is planned, organised and 

operated like a business, and 

 the size, scale and permanency of your farm activity 

For further information, please call the Farmer Assistance Hotline 

132 316.  Additional information can be found here. 

http://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/centrelink/farm-household-allowance/print
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

For the week ending 21 September 2015 

Marketing 
 Federal political changes and parliamentary processes have dominated the last 7 days on the marketing 

front.  CANEGROWERS is working to determine what the ministerial changes will mean for both the draft Mandatory Code 

for sugar marketing and the recently announced mediation process.  More detail below. 

 The Qld Government Agriculture and Environment reported its findings on 14 September, recommending that the KAP Bill be 

considered subject to the completion of a regulatory impact statement. 

 On 17 September the Queensland parliament unanimously agreed to debate the KAP Bill by 3 December. 

 KAP and the LNP have agreed to work together on amendments to the KAP Bill ahead of its consideration. 

 The Member for Cook, Billy Gordon,  has indicated he will support the KAP Bill when it comes before the parliament. 

Electricity 
 Ergon has provided some data to enable the modelling of various irrigation tariffs to proceed.  

Trade 
 Trans Pacific Partnership negotiations are set to resume at the end of September. 

Transport 
 Inquiries were made with regard to the progress of the expected notice for change from zone 1 to zone 2 north of 

Rockhampton. The National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) has not passed the notice on to Councils for approval yet. We 

are awaiting a reply on the expected time frame. 

Bio futures strategy 
 CANEGROWERS met with the project manager for Queensland’s Bio-Futures Strategy development. This is part of the 

Advance Queensland – Future Job Security initiative. A discussion paper will be developed for consultation, which is 

expected by mid-October. 

2014 Reef Report Card 
 The 2014 reef report card was released on Monday 21 September 2015 at the International River Symposium. 

 The report card shows overall improvement against water quality targets, however the report indicates that progress against 

the nitrogen target is slow. 

 CANEGROWERS has been in the media highlighting the progress that is being made through growers investment in 

Smartcane BMP. 

Reef Trust 
 Five project proposals have been put forward for comment by the Australian Government. Of particular interest are projects 

on nitrogen including rates based on block yield potential (management unit yield potential) and slow release fertilises 

(nitrogen efficiency fertilisers). 

Reef Partnership Committee 
 CANEGROWERS attended the Reef Water Quality Plan Partnership Committee on 15 September 2015. The agenda 

included the Reef Report Card, Reef Trust projects, an update on the e-reef database, an update on the Queensland 

Government Reef Taskforce, discussion around reef regulations and the Queensland Audit Report. 
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2015 Season $357 $337 

2016 Season $383 $363 

2017 Season $406 $386 

Estimated QSL 2015 Pool Prices 

As at 11 September 2015 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $365 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $384 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $405 

QSL US Quota Pool $713 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015 $426 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015 $440 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2016 $424 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016 $430 

2015 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 10 September 2015 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $227   

20 August 15* $243   

22 October 15 $259   

17 December 15 $277   

21 January 16 $282 80.0% 

18 February 16 $290 82.5% 

17 March 16 $300 85.0% 

21 April 16 $308 87.5% 

19 May 16 $317 90.0% 

23 June 16 $335 95.0% 

Final Payment $352 100% 

Waterfind Burdekin 

Haughton WSS Water 

Market Summary  

Allocations 

Dam Storage 

The above information is provided by Waterfind.  The 

information provided is of a general nature only and must not 

be relied upon in substitution for professional advice. 

Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For 

more information click here. 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 25 September 2015 

http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
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Week ending 25 September 2015 

You can join the QSL mailing list to receive weekly updates 

from QSL as well as other QSL news and information. 

To join the mailing list  click here. 

 

The Brazilian Real – How 

does its fall affect us? 
The world’s largest sugar producer, Brazil, 
this week saw its currency hit an all-time 
low of 4.0667 Real to the US Dollar, 
signalling a loss of 35% of its value 
against the USD so far this year. QSL 
Treasurer Stephen Stone explains just 
what this means for Australian sugar 
producers. 

The Real’s latest tumble was driven by a combination of 

a plunge in global commodities prices, the economic 

slowdown in China (Brazil’s largest trading partner) and 

continuing political turmoil within Brazil that continues to 

batter the country’s economy. Brazil’s economic outlook 

is a mess, with their central bank already raising interest 

rates five times this year in a bid to fight inflation, while 

ratings agency Standard and Poor’s recently 

downgraded the country’s credit rating to junk status. 

 But while the Brazilian financial landscape looks grim, 

the Real’s poor performance against the US dollar 

continues to work in the favour of Brazilian sugar 

producers. The ICE 11 raw sugar price (which is 

calculated in US c/lb) has fallen considerably in the past 

year, but the corresponding devaluation in the Real 

means that Brazilian sugar producers have continued to 

make a profit, even at recent seven-year price lows. 

 So while global raw sugar surpluses, such as the one 

we’re currently experiencing, are normally resolved 

through lower sugar prices encouraging the world’s 

producers to move to alternate crops, this just isn’t 

happening in Brazil. For Australian farmers, this means 

one of our biggest competitors can comfortably keep 

producing sugar at these low prices, with no incentive to 

decrease production. Their low currency is buffering the 

pain that Aussie growers are experiencing at these 

levels. 

 With no miraculous economic turnaround on Brazil’s 

horizon, the Queensland sugar industry is left to pin its 

hopes on a weather event in order to help put the brakes 

on Brazilian sugar production and subsequently give the 

ICE 11 price the encouragement needed to eventually 

climb to higher levels. 

QSL Annual Report  

The 2014/2015 QSL Annual Report is now 

available from the QSL website. 

Total revenue from sugar sales for the period exceeded $1.72 

billion, while the weighted average return of QSL-managed pools 

outperformed the average market result (Passive Management 

Benchmark) by $40.23 per tonne IPS. 

You can find the full report under the News & Media tab of our 

website or by following the direct link below: 

http://www.qsl.com.au/sites/default/files/QSL.Annual%20Report%

202015%20.pdf 

QSL Annual General Meeting 

QSL’s 2015 Annual General Meeting (AGM) will 

be held at 2pm on Friday, 23 October. 

The meeting will be held at the Christie Conference Centre, 320 

Adelaide Street, Brisbane.   

All QSL members are invited to attend.  

http://www.qsl.com.au/news-media/sign-news
http://www.qsl.com.au/sites/default/files/QSL.Annual%20Report%202015%20.pdf
http://www.qsl.com.au/sites/default/files/QSL.Annual%20Report%202015%20.pdf
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QFF & 
NFF 

Updates 

CANEGROWERS 

is an active 

member of 

National Farmers’ 

Federation (NFF) 

and Queensland 

Farmers 

Federation 

(QFF) , a 

partnership 

through which we 

have been able to 

concentrate and 

leverage 

influence in areas 

of importance to 

the cane 

industry.  As part 

of a range of 

services, NFF & 

QFF provides a 

range of 

information, 

including weekly 

cross-commodity 

updates.   

QFF 10 things to know 
1. QFF are now on facebook! LIKE our page to stay up to date with intensive agriculture news in 

Queensland.    

2. QFF have welcomed the transfer of responsibility for the water policy outcomes from 
Environment to the Agriculture.   

3. See QFF President Joanne Grainger's column on 'Helping farmers to better manage electricity 
use' in week's Queensland Country Life.   

4. QFF member Growcom's Infopest service is now in a mobile friendly format. Infopest offers a 
free comprehensive Agvet chemical database for the agricultural and veterinary industries. 
Register HERE   

5. Sugar harvesting inefficiencies 'costing millions', researchers say, but many cane farmers 
skeptical. See Sugar Research Australia's statement HERE   

6. Vegetation management debate heats up after State Development Minister Dr Lynham outlined 
his 5 point plan in Parliament (p1849 Hansard). See Agforce's response HERE   

7. The Queensland Government has launched a major awareness Getting Back campaign to 
address return to work rates in Queensland.    

8. The Federal Government is giving 18-35 year olds the chance to apply for a grant of up to 
$22,000 to fund your project on an innovative or emerging scientific issue that will benefit 
Australia’s primary industries.   

9. The State Government has introduced Ethanol Mandate legislation into State Parliament that 
will require fuel sellers to meet targets for the sale of ethanol-blended petrol and bio-based 
diesel.    

10. The State Government have published the latest edition of the Soil Conservation Guidelines.   

Terry Granshaw 

0437 553 149 

tgranshaw@bps.net.au 

http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPowrhooj76zBBN5MTsSCyCMYMYCOOrjhjououj7e6QQkS7C7ASm3qqapEVuKCeuudEugzEGgryxY0lrouhzkNYqsLSJCXr3OcqCfzjB-RISUYYMWW-_R-jod7bPzZ-LsKDtW_fTshsvoVqWdAklrIFYG7DR8OJMddECQNNK_fEFL6zBYQsFELCXCM0sidKrEVNYGjbGX3ifYLAUXoHBzVmaACPy7CzCRASbCzCRDT
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/1jWVIqdEIc9zzhOOUyUrKrjhjououjppdFEFIfcf9zD3qqar3P3Orb1Jd5cQsLnj7ff6Qf8hQl8dNg-0aJIf8NGo-denXmPtJxV6dj7NFO_qSrsuuottvvW_9I6zBVN-_nKnjKZvDXK8KfIsJt6OaaJSk-l3PWApmU6CQPqoUTvDQkTzhO-qekQnPtPo0e96TdQsU-l9BRtxF7-nOstIlONYH5ijpN3PhPqOr5PhPqPX
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Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Debra Burden General Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 

JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Inkerman Vicki Lewis vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 

Kalamia Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Invicta Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 


