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 Continues page 3 

Harvest  Management Meeting Update 
Wilmar and Grower representatives met on Tuesday to review the harvest progress and crushing operations. 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin members were represented by  Members Services Manager Wayne Smith. 

Harvest & Transport Safety 

Once again there has been many incidents recorded in the three weeks since the last update meeting  

 A loco side swiped a vehicle that was parked to close to the track near a shed adjacent to McDesme 3 siding 

 A JCB infield tractor tipper hit a power pole and rolled over near Rita Island. 

 A haul out truck rolled on its side in Millaroo  

 There has been several incidents in the Burdekin cane rail network where a third party have changed  the points against the 

main line; in one case the changed points the loco has collided with empty bins.  

 There was a derailment of approx. forty 5 tonne empty Invicta bins on Saturday morning.  

 Ayr Police have received a complaint about billets falling off overloaded bins and hitting a vehicle; Logistics Officers have had 

direct conversations with a contractor about over filling of bins. 

School Holidays 

Wilmar officers said that there needs to be an increased awareness in school holidays regarding kids playing near tracks and 

teenagers riding around on four-wheelers/quad bikes. 

Level Crossing Recording Camera  

Wilmar informed the meeting that there is now a fully functional camera monitoring traffic movements on the Bruce Highway level 

crossing at McDesme.   

Factory Performance 

Wilmar Burdekin Operations Manager Paul Turnbull updated the meeting on the major stoppages that had occurred since the last 

meeting and of any planned cleaning or maintenance stops in the coming week. 

Invicta -  a scheduled B side stop for clean was carried out last week; an evaporator clean was also carried out during a period of 

wet weather reduced supply.   

A hydraulic motor issue that was affecting rates has been addressed and rates are now back to normal. 

Paul informed the meeting that another black out experienced this morning had shut the mill down until after midday.  

A concern was raised regarding the number of blackouts; Paul informed the meeting  that an electrical team are conducting an 

analysis on each blackout occurrence and that he will report back when the information is received.  

Pioneer - there was a bagasse system shutdown on the weekend; some tripping issues where experienced on the restart. 

The number of bent axles on bins has reduced significantly after discussions with concerned parties. 

Kalamia – issues with boilers leaks and gearing on No. 5 Mill were repaired during a longer scheduled cleaning stop for last 

Thursday.  This time the caustic clean successfully removed scale build up. 

Inkerman – there is a  cleaning stop scheduled for Tuesday (29/09).  A Tip extractor chain is to be fixed during this stop.  

Paul also said that rate is Wilmar’s prime focus at the moment and that there are ongoing investigations into what is limiting rate. 

As Fibre and CCS levels are low this indicates that there is a lot more water in cane which also limits the capacity of evaporators. 
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Cane trains on 
Landline 

Wilmar Sugar's adoption of remote 

shunting units in the cane transport 

sector featured on ABC's Landline 

program last Sunday. 

Long-time cane train driver Gary 

Vaughan from Invicta Mill was 

interviewed in the story, which also 

delved into the history of the cane train. 

Invicta Mill is on track to become the 

first in Australia to use 100 per cent 

driver-only trains. You can view the 

Landline story here.  

 

Mill update 
The run of fine weather has enabled us 

to make good progress with the 

crushing. 

The Burdekin mills passed the 4 million 

tonnes mark on Wednesday night and 

are on track to reach the halfway 

milestone next week. 

Ground conditions are still wet in parts 

of the region, but this has not impacted 

the volume of cane supply to the mills in 

recent days. 

As at 8am, the mills had crushed a total 

of 4.08 million tonnes of cane for the 

season. We are optimistic of achieving 

a weekly throughput of about 400,000 

tonnes of cane. 

There are scheduled stops planned for 

Kalamia, Pioneer, Inkerman and 

Invicta’s A side next week. 

The Burdekin’s CCS levels have risen 

slightly to 14.5.  

Harvest  Management Meeting 
Update Meeting continued 
Evaporator Scale 

Evaporator scale is still a concern and limiting rate.  A new chemical to clean 

evaporators is to be trialled during the scheduled cleaning stop at Inkerman Mill on 

Tuesday. 

Dextran 

It is a concern that Dextran levels are quite high at the moment from 300 to 500 

ppm.  Dextran effects sugar crystal elongation and slows boiling.  Dextran is also an 

issue for the mills to reach quality standard sugar. 

Dextran is a waste product from bacteria which reduces sugar content.  Delays from 

cut to crush and warm weather increase the amount of dextran.  Cane age also has 

a contributing factor in dextran levels.  Burning large amounts of cane is a concern, 

burning early to allow drying may be contributing where ground is still wet. It has 

also been suggested that there is some dead cane at the bottom of some of the very 

large crops out there this year. 

Crushing Budget 

The reforecast crushing budget was reviewed by the meeting.  Noted was that  the 

Burdekin budget for Week 15 is slightly behind target and that the differential on the 

North Bank - South Bank projected finish dates  has narrowed given that Inkerman 

Mill is tracking better than budget in recent weeks.   

The budget still has an allowance for wet weather interruptions factored in and 

finishing dates can also be influenced by mill performance and the trend in estimate 

as indicated by the increased level of crop available for harvest.  

Estimates, Equities and Transfers 

In Invicta recent rain and increasing estimates have affected some group equities, 

Logistics Officers have spoken to a group about changing roster and a contractor’s 

level of unfilled bins. 

Pioneer logistics had no great concerns with only one group slightly behind which 

was catching up anyhow. 

Kalamia also had no real problem with equity positions commenting that recent rain 

had enabled some groups to gain marginally as they were able to continue to cut, 

while others had to stop harvesting. 

Inkerman equities are starting to even out and that the two groups that are behind 

(they rely on a harvester utilised in another group) are to commence harvesting on 

the weekend.   

Wilmar informed the meeting that logistics officers will be discussing on Thursday 

arrangements to commence the transfer of cane between mills located on the north 

bank.  CBL held discussions with Wilmar Cane Supply & Transport Managers last 

week regarding the possibilities and potential to transfer cane from South Bank to 

the North Bank.   

The Wilmar managers provided estimates gathered from their preliminary enquiries 

regarding the logistics and costs involved in transferring cane and stated that they 

are not interested in funding the costs to transfer harvested cane from the South 

Bank to a North Bank mill for crushing.  A preliminary discussion regarding  the 

possibilities of a sharing in transfer costs between growers and Wilmar was also 

broached.  

Wilmar have advised that they will continue to monitor plus consider and advise on 

any other operational possibilities that have the potential to reduce the finish dates 

differential. 

Next Meeting 

The next Harvest Management meeting is set down for three weeks time which will 

be Wednesday 12 October 2016. 

http://www.abc.net.au/landline/content/2016/s4540825.htm
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Great Barrier Reef Water Science Taskforce 
Recommendations 
Together with other Burdekin collective representatives, Chair 

Phil Marano and Managers Debra Burden and Wayne Smith 

meet with Ms. Elisa Nichols (Executive Officer of the Office of the 

Great Barrier Reef) and Mr. Scott Robinson (Director Reef Water 

Quality Department of Environment and Heritage Protection) in 

Ayr on Friday 23 September. 

Elisa and Scott had sought the meeting to discuss outcomes 

from the recommendations contained within the Final Report 

from Great Barrier Reef Water Science Taskforce (click here for 

the executive summary of the report). 

The establishment of the Taskforce was a Government election 

commitment and this election promise also included setting 

ambitious water quality targets of reducing nitrogen by up to 80% 

and sediment by up to 50% by 2025 in key catchments such as 

the Wet Tropics and the Burdekin.    

Elisa advised that the Government has agreed to most of the Taskforce recommendations but has only agreed  in principle to 

some of the recommendations ….such as the recommendations relating to regulation.  The current position is that regulation 

plays an important role to target farmers who do not want to engage.  Targeted regulation was the term used.  It was reaffirmed 

that growers who have completed their BMP Accreditation will not be targeted and there may be a potential that the regulations 

may be amended to include as law that if a growers is BMP Accredited the regulation will not apply to them. 

In setting the Taskforce terms of reference, the Government asked that the above ambitious targets be reviewed.    The Taskforce 

has recommended that smaller basins should have their own targets and there is work currently underway on a scientific process 

to set these targets.  It is expected this work will be completed in the coming year. 

Elisa also commented that there is a focus on obtaining “real time” monitoring to enable farmers to receive direct feedback on run 

off from their farms. 

In regard to Extension, Elisa confirmed the lack of suitable professionals to deliver extension is recognized and that the 

Government has indicated an interest in rebuilding extension services.  We understand there will be  an assessment of the 

extension services that are currently available and the Government is then considering several options to fill the “generation 

gap”…. this may include the introduction of trainee programs, JCU courses etc.  The view is that these programs should be 

implemented in the next financial year.    

Mention was made that the mills have not been prepared to share yield data.  This resulted in a heated discussion as to why the 

Government would want or need this information as the use of nitrogen is only one component of yield.   All cane farmer 

representatives put across the message LOUDLY that “the provision of yield data could be used to move to an “N” cap on yield 

under staged regulation and this was not appropriate.” 

The release of the next “GBR Report 

card” was discussed.  Elisa advised that 

the draft Report Card is currently with 

the two relevant Ministers for their 

consideration prior to release.   

Elisa advised this is the first Report 

Card she has had overall involvement in 

and she is looking to ensure the report 

is more focused on the positive results.   

It was noted that the data for the Report 

Card is out of date as it relates to data 

as at 30 June 2015.  

Wayne Smith, Debra Burden, Elisa Nichols, Phil Marano                   

and Scott Robinson 

http://www.gbr.qld.gov.au/documents/gbrwst-finalreport-es-2016.pdf
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Are you overloading? 
In recent weeks the Ayr Police Service has been receiving 

complaints  of overfilled bins spilling cane onto vehicles 

travelling behind them. 

It is important that the 2013 

Loading Guidelines available 

here are followed, as undue 

attention to uncovered bins is 

not desired. 

The guidelines state that 

cane bins must be loaded in a 

manner such that the 

resulting freeboard (vertical 

distance  between the top rail 

of the bin and the lower edge 

of the cane peak) is sufficient 

to contain and setting which, 

by nature of the trip, is likely 

to occur. 

Sugarcane industry 
recycling program on 
target  
Australia’s sugarcane growers are on target to make this year’s 

fertiliser bag recycling drive a 1,000 tonne event! 

“Last year a trial recycling scheme for sugarcane fertiliser bags 

collected an amazing 82,333 bags representing 247 tonnes of 

packaging,” CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan said. “It 

exceeded expectations as growers embraced the opportunity 

to keep this plastic out of landfill sites. 

“We welcome the news that Farm Waste Recovery has now 

made this scheme a permanent fixture in the cane growing 

industry. It demonstrates the commitment of our growers to the 

environment and means that this resource will be melted down 

and re-used.” 

The recycling program is backed by Incitec Pivot and Impact 

Fertilisers. Their retailers and resellers are collection points for 

fertiliser bags in all Queensland sugarcane regions.  

Farm Waste Recovery CEO Stephen Richards said the 2015 

trial proved to plastic processors that there was a valuable 

resource that they could access for products including bar 

stools, plastic pipes and outdoor furniture. 

“From Mossman to Sarina last year we collected enough 

plastic to make 1,300 park benches,” he said. “Now we have 

expanded to all Queensland and New South Wales cane 

growing regions. 

“This year our target is 1,000 tonnes meaning tidier farms and 

less rubbish in landfill.  I’m excited by what this can achieve.” 

Farm Waste Recovery and CANEGROWERS acknowledge the 

support of the Queensland Department of Environment and 

Heritage Protection in the running of the trial and its evaluation. 

AMDETT is Burdekin’s local recycler of fertiliser bags, chemical 

drums, old fluming and poly pipe run by Greenacres cane 

farmers Peter and Dimitrios Papadimitriou.  

Contact  Peter 0408 702 123 or Dimitrios 0407 690 698 to 

organise collection. 

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/icms_docs/159230_Transport_loading_public_road.pdf
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Quad Bike safety 
Quad bikes are a necessary tool on the farm, however they are 

the number one source of accidents and deaths in the industry.  

While they are a useful piece of equipment, quad bikes can be 

deadly for children, teenagers and adults when used incorrectly. 

More than 70 people have been killed on quad bikes in 

Queensland since 2001 — approximately 30 per cent of all 

quad bike-related deaths in Australia.  Queensland also has the 

highest number of quad bike-related hospitalisations with 

around 1500 between 2009 – 2013. In addition, there were 

approximately 3000 quad bike-related emergency department 

presentations and more than 1000 ambulance attendances. 

These statistics are too high and the emotional and financial 

costs to families and the community are huge. 

A person conducting a business or undertaking must ensure the 

health, safety and welfare at work of all their employees and 

visitors. This includes ensuring plant, such as quad bikes, are 

safe to use for the situation and skill of the rider. Proper 

instruction and training must be provided and understood by the 

rider to ensure workers and visitors remain healthy and safe at 

the workplace. 

A worker at work must also take reasonable care for the health 

and safety of other people at the workplace who may be 

affected. 

Operators and employers should identify the potential hazards 

and assess the risks of operating a quad bike. Risk 

assessments should be undertaken prior to operating a quad 

bike to ensure any risk caused by the operator or environmental 

conditions are reduced as much as possible. 

How Ride ready are you? 

More than 400 Queenslanders have taken the quad bike rider 

challenge – and it turns out only 12% are Ride ready. 

How Ride ready are you? Take the challenge by clicking here 

and find out how you compare to other quad bike riders. 

Experience and riding safely is one thing, but how prepared are 

you for the unexpected? 

Take this quick two minute challenge to find out how Ride ready 

you are. 

https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/rideready/ride-ready-challenge?utm_source=ride+ready&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rider+challenge&utm_campaign=rideready
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MEDIA RELEASE 

Local management irrigation boards appointed 
The Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) has welcomed the board appointments of the eight local management irrigation 

schemes by the State Government. 

  

Legislation has been introduced into Parliament to facilitate the future implementation of Local Management Arrangements for 

SunWater’s channel irrigation schemes. This includes both the first round of transitioning schemes (transition schemes) and the 

second group that will be carrying out further investigation on how they could operate under local management (investigation 

schemes). 

  

QFF President Stuart Armitage welcomed the appointments as yet another step towards empowering Queensland’s agricultural 

communities with the control required to manage and grow the sector in their respective regions. 

  

“All eight of the schemes fall within major intensive agricultural regions with the cotton, horticulture and sugar cane industries 

represented. And the Local Management Arrangements empower local growers to control key water infrastructure.” 

  

“The local chair appointments are a culmination of over 2.5 years of local, industry and government cooperation and discussions. 

QFF and its member organisations have been integral in this process.” 

  

“QFF hopes to see the selection of SPV 5 chair finalised soon, and welcomes the appointment of an interim chair for the SPV 5 

to maintain momentum behind this project.” 

  

“QFF have and continue to play a role in ensuring the State Government understands the importance of moving forward with the 

implementation of locally managed irrigation schemes.”  

  

Transition scheme boards will be responsible for managing the transition of operations and control from SunWater to local man-

agement. Boards for these four schemes are: 

Investigation scheme boards will be responsible for carrying out further investigations and preparing revised business proposals 

for submission to the government. Boards for these four schemes are:  

Stuart Armitage encouraged irrigators to work with their boards to ensure the success of the LMAs as they had been results of 

successful advocacy from QFF and irrigators over many years.   

Emerald Eton St George Theodore 

Ms Annette Smith (Chair) Mr Lee Blackburn Mr Luke Stower (Chair) Ms Liz Alexander (Chair) 

Ms Anne-Marie O’Callaghan Mr John Mucscat Mr David Moon Mr Ed Donohue 

Mr David McDougall Mr John Palmer Mr Glen Price Mr Greg Austin 

Mr Peter Galea Mr Josephine Prior Mr Ross Landsberg Mr Kirk Anderson 

Mr Ross Burnett Mr Tom Wallwork Mr Scott Armstrong Mr Malcolm Finlayson 

Mr Hamish Millar     Mr Peter French 

Bundaberg Burdekin-Haughton Lower Mary Mareeba-Dimbulah 

Mr Maurie Maughan (Chair) Mr Mario Barbagallo (Chair) Mr Geoffrey Wormwell (Chair) Mr Joe Moro (Chair) 

Mr Dale Holliss Mr Dan Coutts Mr Allan Birt Mr Brett Stevenson 

Ms Lynn Smart Mr Evan Shannon Mr Bernie Wilson Mr Grahame Kirkwood 

Mr Mark Mammino Mr Mauro Garbuio Mr Trevor Crook Ms Maryann Salvetti 

Mr Peter Borrows Mr Peter Gilbey Mr Trevor Dean Mr Murray Smith 

Mr Phil Miller Mr Peter Hall Mr Warwick Yates   
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CANEGROWERS 
Queensland … taking up 

the fight on all issues 
affecting cane farmers  
For the week ending 20 September  

Trade 
 CANEGROWERS participated in the NFF Trade 

Committee meeting, which included a meeting with Trade 

Minister Ciobo.  Sugar market access issues (Indonesia, 

Japan and others) were thoroughly canvassed.  The 

Minister is well aware of the issues and their importance 

for the industry. Aware of the industry’s growing frustration 

with sugar market access issues, Minister Ciobo 

reinforced the strategic importance of keeping these 

strategic issues out of the public domain. 

 CANEGROWERS also pursued sugar trade issues 

separately with DFAT and Department of Agriculture 

officials.  

Training 
 CANEGROWERS attended a meeting of the Rural Jobs 

and Skills Alliance Queensland. Diana Saunders (ex 

SRDC and SRA funding unit) has been appointed as the 

QFF policy officer looking after this project. There was an 

update on the Gateways Schools, the Queensland 

Agricultural Workforce Network. The process of collecting 

relevant data on agricultural employment has started with 

some of the more easily obtained data from ABS being 

presented.  

Rural Press Club 
 CANEGROWERS and Smartcane BMP were represented 

when Ruth Wade, Chair of the Reef Alliance, gave a 

overview of the future of farming alongside the Great 

Barrier Reef to a sold-out Rural Press Club event in 

Brisbane. Ms Wade emphasised to the audience that: 

 A healthy Reef and productive, profitable industries 

can co-exist and BMP programs are a key to making 

this happen, 

 Farmers are innovators but practice change takes 

time, 

 Future policy must look at everyone, not just farmers, 

 Long term plans with short term funding are frustrating 

and debilitating to Reef outcomes, 

 Regulations should be a last resort as they stifle 

innovation, and 

 Agriculture needs to give the community reason to 

celebrate our innovations, ability to adjust and adapt 

and to see us as a partner in protecting the Reef.  

MyBurdekin.com is a Phone Book & Online Directory that 

showcases life and business in the Burdekin. 

The Phone Book & Online Directory is a key reference tool for 

the Burdekin and wider community. It's the 'top spot' for 

identifying businesses, consultants, suppliers, government 

bodies, community groups and other participants and 

contributors to life in the bountiful Burdekin. 

The online directory will tell you the Burdekin community 

events and keep you up to date with what’s on, check it our 

today www.myburdekin.com. 

http://www.myburdekin.com/
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QSL Market Snapshot  

Current as at 23 September, 2016 

QSL updates the daily indicative prices for each of the four 

futures contracts for 2016, 2017 and 2018 Seasons here. The 

graphs below track ICE #11 movement for the 2016 and 2017 

Seasons. 

QSL Marketing Choice 

You can join the QSL mailing list to receive weekly 

updates from QSL as well as other  

QSL news and information. 

To join the mailing list  click here. 

Maintaining the industry’s 
BSTs 

By Damian Ziebarth, QSL GM Operations  

One of QSL’s key functions is operating and managing 

Queensland’s six bulk sugar terminals (BSTs). Each year there 

are a number of capital works projects undertaken to ensure 

the industry’s assets are well-maintained and continue to oper-

ate at world’s best practice. This week we provide an overview 

of some of these projects for the current financial year. 

QSL’s capital works projects are divided into three key catego-

ries: safety and the environment, critical plant replacement, 

and growth and efficiency. For the 2016/17 Financial Year, 

QSL has budgeted approximately $1.9 million for projects 

across these areas, while STL will contribute about $4.7 million 

dollars towards these initiatives. 

BST Roof Replacement Project 

QSL is currently undertaking a significant project to replace 12 

ageing galbestos shed roofs with marine-grade aluminium 

across each of the BST sites.  So far, the roofs of Sheds 2 and 

3 at Mackay, Sheds 1 and 2 at Lucinda and Shed 2 at Cairns 

have been replaced, with work on the shed roof at the Mour-

ilyan site due to be completed in coming weeks.  The table 

below provides an overview of the planned replacement sched-

ule for the remaining shed roofs.   

Safety Projects 

Safety is of paramount importance to QSL. The main projects 
scheduled for completion this financial year include: 

 The design and installation of additional emergency brake 

units on the ship loader at the Cairns BST to prevent wind 
gusts propelling it along its rails; 

 Installation of improved conveyor loading beneath Shed 1 

in Townsville to increase separation of the operators from 
the conveyor and reduce product spillage. 

Other safety projects also include installing conveyor-belt 
guarding and upgrading hand railings along the Lucinda jetty 
and wharf.  

Growth and Efficiency Projects 

Key projects underway at the Mackay and Bundaberg sites 
include the bird proofing of the receiving stations. Specialised 
sampling systems will also be installed at Mackay, Bundaberg 
and Cairns sites to enable these terminals to ship sugar to Chi-
na.  The weigh tower at Bundaberg BST will also be upgraded.  

Maintaining the BST assets is an expensive but critical task to 
ensure each site continues to operate safely and at maximum 
capacity.  QSL prides itself on its commitment to these sites 
and hopes to continue delivering gold-class standard logistical 
and operations services for the industry well into the future. 

http://www.qsl.com.au/sugar-prices/market-snapshot
http://www.qsl.com.au/sites/default/files/QSL%20Marketing%20Choice%20Update%20-%2016%20September%202016%20-%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.qsl.com.au/news-media/sign-news
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2016 Season $638 $618 

2017 Season $581 $561 

2018 Season $520 $500 

2019 Season $479 $459 

Estimated QSL Pool Prices 

As at 26 August 2016 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 2016 

QSL Harvest Pool $527 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $559 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $465 

QSL US Quota Pool $763 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool  $476 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool  $498 

2016 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 2 September 2016 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2015 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2015 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial  $267   

18 August 16* $326   

20 October 16 $351   

15 December 16 $377   

26 January 17 $424 80.0% 

23 February 17 $438 82.5% 

23 March 17 $464 87.5% 

20 April 17 $477 90.0% 

18 May 17 $491 92.5% 

22 June 17 $504 95.0% 

Final Payment $531 100% 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 23 September 2016 

Waterfind Burdekin 

Haughton WSS Water 

Market Summary  

Allocations 

Dam Storage 

The above information is provided by Waterfind.  The 

information provided is of a general nature only and must not 

be relied upon in substitution for professional advice. 

Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For 

more information click here. 

As at 23 September 2016 
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http://bit.ly/Waterfind


 

 11 

DATES TO 
REMEMBER 

Sugar Industry Calendar 

Click here 

 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

Would you like to 

advertise in 

canenews? 

Email 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au  

to receive more 

information 

QFF Things to know 
1. Irrigated agriculture in Australia now worth more than $15 billion. Queensland's irrigat-

ed industries account for more than $3.5 billion. Fruit and nuts were the most valuable 

irrigated commodity at $853 million. Full breakdown HERE.     

2. QFF has welcomed the board appointments of the eight local management irrigation 

schemes by the State Government. See QFF statement and board member appoint-

ments HERE.    

3. German Bayer AG has finally stuck a deal to buy out American biotechnology compa-

ny Monsanto in a deal worth $US66 billion. The deal will make Bayer AG the world's 

largest agricultural seed and chemical supplier.   

4. Plastics in agriculture have opened up opportunities for increased productivity and 

efficiencies throughout the sector. QFF President Stuart Armitage however argues 

that we should 'Close the Plasticulture Loop'. See QCL column HERE.  

5. The 2017 Australian Science and Innovation Awards for young people in agriculture 

fisheries and forestry are now open. Grants of up to $22,000 are up for grabs. Details 

HERE.  

6. The National Biological Farming Conference & Expo: Pay Dirt is on 28-30 October, 

Cairns Convention Centre. Focus will be on enhancing soil biodiversity for improved 

productivity and profit. Register HERE.   

QSL Market View  
Current as at 23 September, 2016 
 
This week saw sugar futures reach four-year highs on the back of updated production 
figures from Brazil which suggest a lower-than-expected yield for the tail end of the current 
season. Also at play is the simple fact large sugar end users are still underweight with 
their pricing, with investors continuing to favour sugar and commodities.  QSL’s view 
remains that current prices will remain firm, with a range of US21c/lb to US24c/lb over the 
short to medium term, with all eyes now firmly on the OCT16 contract expiry. 

http://www.canecalendar.com.au/
https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
mailto:bdk@canegrowers.com.au
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPoA93gQrho7c9IcIFK6XCQQkS7C7ASmjqqar3P3OoVMSCyCMYMYCOMrjhjd7bRQNPPNJ3O4t5i3skfw2Hr3OcqCfzjB-RITrouhzkNYqsLSJCQ7tjtg7fZvDT4SrITWZOWqtSuhKMCqekrIYJteOaaJQTel3PWApmU6CQjr8UTvD7XIzChOtQjtPo0e96TdQsU-l9BRtxF7-nOstIlONYH5ijpN3PhPqOr5PhPqPX
http://cp.mcafee.com/d/2DRPoAcz8A86Qm1P2r3barxKVJd5dxVxVdBASCyCMYMYCesdFEFIfcf9II6QQkPhOZtcsYYrgYx7hkwT53U0GSMYz6FzUQVvJrdSS7AoRcv6DbZHpJ1TkTk1P_nVZNdCXd-LsKCDtDArI9CzB6XfbnjIyyHtdPBgY-F6lK1FJcSOedTVN-X8VAsDt4TsS03yhJPt7efBiptnoqhZ7BYD7r5sIvaNkASsgYQsSICNsQsS
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Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Debra Burden General Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 
JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Racheal Olsen Insurance Manager 4790 3605 

0408 638 518 

Mel De Domenico Administration Officer 4790 3608 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

Owen Menkens 

Deputy Chair 

owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla spilla8@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Greg Rossato greg_rossato@outlook.com 0418 713 563 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin 

cane farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  

Copies are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS 

Offices, businesses, industry, politicians, 

Government Agencies and members of the 

community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Inkerman Vicki Lewis vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 

Kalamia Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Invicta Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 


