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Harvest Management Meeting  
Managers Debra Burden and Wayne Smith attended the recent meeting on 

Monday.  This update meeting was held on the shorter interval of two weeks so 

as to monitor the progress of addressing the equity of harvest groups especially 

those that had fallen behind more than two days.  The meeting agreed that 

suitable progress had been made to bring those groups back within tolerance 

as those behind had improved by about .8 on average and those ahead had 

been adjusted by about .2 on average.  Wilmar will continue to manage group 

equities as per the previously agreed guidelines. 

The next meeting will revert to a three week interval and is scheduled for 

Tuesday September 30th.  If you would like any issues raised at the next 

meeting contact Wayne on 0428 834 802. 

Safety Incidents: 

Video evidence was presented of two incidents where motor vehicles drivers 

had raced the loco (whilst the stop lights were operating) to cross the cane rail 

level crossing located on the Bruce Highway near the intersection with Upper 

Haughton & Hodel Roads. 

Wilmar have reported the number plates of the vehicles concerned to local 

police and a suggestion from the meeting was that suitable signage be erected 

to notify motorists that the crossing is under video surveillance to try and deter 

drivers taking these very unnecessary and life threatening risks. 

Also reported was the uncoupling of bins and tampering of points in the 

Inkerman Mill yard, some juveniles were identified in one of the incidents and 

have been deal with by local police. 

Noted was the dangerous situation for highway traffic from the smoke of what 

appeared to be a getaway fire in the trash blanket of a paddock adjacent to the 

highway and Jerona Road turnoff last week. 

Mill Operations: 

Cleaning intervals that were scheduled over this week and that are most likely 

completed by the time this newsletter is published are Invicta A side on 

Tuesday, Kalamia and Inkerman on Thursday. 

The stop at Kalamia could be longer than normal (up to 24 hours) as there is 

potentially a boiler issue requiring additional time to be addressed during the 

stop.  Arrangements are being put in place with some Kalamia harvest groups 

to send cane to Invicta if the stop turns out to be longer.  A derailment that 

occurred in the Kalamia bin yard last Friday where a rake of cane was being 

pushed up into the full yard collided with the rake being crushed is under 

investigation. 

Revised finishing dates for November as compiled by Wilmar which are 

again subject to cane estimate, mill performance and weather are 16th for 

Invicta, 19th for Pioneer and 22nd for Kalamia and Inkerman. 

CANEGROWERS 
negotiates 
interim over-size 
vehicle class 
permit for the 
sugarcane 
industry 
Earlier this year the industry was left 

confused and surprised by a sudden change 

to the government permit process for moving 

farm machinery and agricultural 

combinations on public roads.   

After months of negotiations by 

CANEGROWERS, a class permit has now 

been issued for the rest of 2014. 

For further details on securing the permit and 

arrangements click here. 

Under the interim measure, the Department 

of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) and 

Queensland Police Service (QPS) class 

permit covers the movement of farm 

machinery on public roads until the end of 

2014.  

View the complete permit here  

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/Industry_Centre/grower-centre/Permits__approvals/
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/Industry_Centre/grower-centre/Permits__approvals/Interim_permit_-_Agricultural_vehicles_and_combinations/
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Invicta Pioneer Kalamia Inkerman

OVER HALF 

WAY Cane Supply: 

Pioneer had high dirt readings over the weekend that suspended production, the harvester 

operator has been contacted and the grower involved will also be contacted to discuss the 

situation.  

Growers and harvester operators are encouraged to contact their Wilmar logistics officer as 

early as possible (preferably before all bins filled) if there is any doubt over the level of dirt/

mud in filled bins.  There was also some green cane supplied to Pioneer on Monday that 

choked the shredder operation.  

Invicta Mill logistics officers 

reported that there has been a 

feeding issue in the shredder at 

Invicta caused by undersize billets 

supplied by a harvesting group.   

Cane supply agreements stipulate 

that billet size should be not less 

than 20 centimetres and that 

failure to comply with the standard 

may lead to suspension or 

amendment of a grower’s bin 

allotment until corrective action 

has been undertaken. 

Undersized billets are causing feeding issues 

Harvest Management Meeting 
continued 
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Mixed field day a success 
The Mixed Field Days hosted by Tama Farms on Wednesday 10 September was a great success with over 50 

interested  delegates attending.   The day included a tour to view first hand rice cultivation, a cane paddock set up for drip 

irrigation plus ALLCLASS North demonstrated their Massey Ferguson 7614,130hp tractor with Agrisem Combiplow Soil Loosener 

and a 6.2m Valentini Rotary Tiller.   

NQ Dry Tropics Project Officer – Innovation, Anthony Curro  presented on  the Sugarcane Innovations Program.  The program 

identifies and trials new innovation approaches for the cost effective reduction of priority pollutants that impact on the water 

quality of the Great Barrier Reef lagoon. 

Anthony discussed Joe Tama’s involvement in the Innovations Program implementing and validating alternative low cost irrigation 

strategies.  The Water Quality grants available for practice changes to improve water quality leaving Burdekin sugarcane farms 

as a part of the Australian Governments Reef Programme $15 million commitment to the Burdekin Dry Tropics region. 

Jeremy Evans from Netafim and Joe Tama spoke about the benefits of drip 

irrigation.   Joe explained how he has installed a very much entry-level drip irrigation 

system to a low producing paddock (traditionally produced around 30 tonnes per 

acre).  The drip irrigated  paddock was planted approximately 3 weeks after the 

paddock next door (same variety same ratoon) but the drip irrigated cane was much 

healthier and appeared to be going to yield at a much greater volume.   Joe advised 

that prior to drip irrigation the paddock would have uneven growth throughout due to the 

uneven flow of flood irrigation. This was no longer an issue and the cane was all 

growing evenly.  Joe also stressed that with drip irrigation there was no longer a need 

to change cups resulting in a saving in manual labour.  Jeremy advised that Netafim 

have launched a new ‘Sugarcane Value System’, designed to make the system more 

accessible and allow growers to attain the significant productivity gains that other drip 

users are achieving.  The entry-level drip system is installed above ground and utilises components that are lower cost to a 

permanently installed system, whilst maintaining the integrity and performance of those systems. 

Steven Rogers from Blue Ribbon Rice provided an on farm session on rice production in the Burdekin stating that rice was a 

great alternative crop and well suited to the Burdekin District.  Steve stated that there was an option for various crop rotations for 

any time of the year and for any soil 

type.   

Drip irrigated paddock on right 
comparison paddock on left 

Netafim drip irrigation system 

Rice Paddock 



 

 5 

Agricultural Levies Senate 
Inquiry 

In the Senate on Tuesday, a motion co-sponsored between Bill 

Heffernan, Linda Reynolds and David Leyonhjelm calling for a Senate 

inquiry into all marketing and Research and Development levies in the 

agricultural sector was passed. The matters have now been referred to 

the Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport References Committee for 

inquiry and report by 24 November, 2014.  

The terms of references include:  

The industry structures and systems governing the imposition of and 

disbursement of marketing and research and development (R&D) levies 

in the agricultural sector, with particular reference to:  

a. an audit of reports, inquiries and reviews relevant to this inquiry;  

b. the basis on which levies are imposed, collected and used;  

c. competing pressures for finite R&D funds;  

d. the opportunities levy payers have to influence the investment of the 

levies;  

e. the opportunities levy payers have to approve and reapprove the 

imposition of levies;  

f. the transformation of R&D and marketing into increased returns at 

the farm gate, including the effectiveness of extension systems;  

g. collaboration on research to benefit multiple industry and research 

sectors;  

h. industry governance arrangements, consultation and reporting 

frameworks; and  

i. any other related matter. 

The inquiry follows calls made by NSW Liberal Democratic Senator David 

Leyonhjelm, urging the Government to complete a review of the entire 

agricultural levies for marketing, research and development. Senator 

Leyonhjelm is of the view that many levies for industry marketing and 

R&D are not justifiable and in many cases, farmers are paying 

compulsory levies without having any say or control of where these levies 

go and how they are spent.  

Senator David Leyonhjelm 

ACCC investigation 
into Wilmar’s 
conduct comes to 
the Burdekin 
The ACCC are currently investigating Wilmar’s 

behaviour and dominate positon mainly in regard 

to: 

1. Possible abuse of market power, and 

2. Deceptive and misleading conduct in 

representations made by Wilmar about 

Wilmar’s stated $45 per tonne better market 

result than QSL 

On Monday representatives from Canegrowers 

Burdekin will meet with the ACCC.  The key new 

points we will raise relate to a recent letter from 

Wilmar’s David Burgess to growers.  This letter 

dated 8th September (Click here) was focused on 

two key topics being “Here is what won’t change” 

and “The new elements you will see”. 

We will raise with the ACCC our concerns that we 

are of the view that some of the statements 

contained within this letter are simply not correct or 

at the least misleading, whilst other comments are 

at best inaccurate and really quiet misleading.  We 

will also advise that we find the whole thrust of the 

letter objectionable. 

The letter we think underlines the difficulty being 

faced by growers and their representatives. 

Wilmar is clearly attempting to dictate what will or 

will not change and what the cane payment and 

sugar marketing arrangements will be post the 

2016 season.  The fact of the matter is that, as 

things stand at present, the cane payment 

arrangements and sugar marketing arrangements 

post the 2016 season are things that will be 

determined by agreements that are yet to be made 

between growers and Wilmar. This letter 

evidences the intention by Wilmar to dictate what 

will and won’t change from the current agreements 

into the new agreements. But those new 

agreements must be a matter of actual negotiation 

and agreement between the growers and Wilmar. 

It is plainly objectionable for Wilmar to be taking 

such a position in circumstances where it enjoys a 

monopoly position in the market place. 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/140905_Grower%20update_What%20changes%20(2).pdf
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Agricultural Cabinet Committee Investigation 
Raw Sugar Marketing  
On Wednesday 10th September CANEGROWERS and ACFA 

made a joint submission to the Agricultural Cabinet Committee 

(ACC) calling for the Queensland Government to provide 

growers Real Choice in marketing GEI sugar by introducing pro-

competition amendments to the Sugar Industry Act 1999. 

The joint submission delivered with the unity of the two 

organisations, which represent over 80% of the industry, calls for 

legislation to guarantee competition and choice in the market 

and to formally recognise the economic interest that farmers 

have in the sugar produced from their cane. 

The key elements of the submission are: 

 Growers have a genuine economic interest in the raw sugar 

produced. 

 Mills are denying growers Real Choice in marketing Grower Economic Interest (GEI) sugar, with large Mills planning to take 

control of the marketing. 

 Call for the Queensland Government introduce pro-competition amendments to the Sugar Industry Act 1999.  These 

amendments need to require all cane supply agreements to make provision to: 

 Link the price for cane to the selling price for sugar. 

 Include a determination on the calculation of GEI and MEI sugar. 

 Recognise the economic interest that both growers and mill owners have in the sugar produced and assign rights to 

growers and mill owners in relation to their respective economic interest sugar. 

 Include a dispute resolution mechanism incorporating the Commercial Arbitration Act 2013 to resolve any deadlocks. 

 The Queensland Government has the power to make these National Competition Policy (NCP) consistent changes which are 

designed to increase competition for sugar produced in Queensland. 

Steve Ryan (ACFA CEO), Brendan Stewart (CANEGROWERS CEO), 
Paul Schembri (CANEGROWERS Chair), Warren Males 

(CANEGROWERS Head Economics), Don Murday (ACFA Chairman) 
and Steve Guazzo (CANEGROWERS Vice Chair) 

Board Meeting 
Update 
The Board of Canegrowers Burdekin held 

their regular monthly meeting on Tuesday. 

Key agenda items included a phone update 

from our solicitors on the Sucrogen Dispute 

and a phone update from Brendan Stewart 

CEO of CANEGROWERS Qld.   

Brendan’s presentation covered the latest 

activities relating to Wilmar exiting QSL, the 

actions being undertaken by 

CANEGROWERS to endeavour to provide 

an effective solution for transport permits 

and an in-depth discussion on the activities 

being undertaken by the CANEGROWERS 

Electricity Committee. 

Wilmar’s offer of temporary 
forward pricing for 2017 
season – Growers Cautioned  
Wilmar’s letter to growers distributed 

electronically on Thursday 4th September 

should be treated with caution. No matter how 

Wilmar attempts to create the impression that 

this is “business as usual” it is far from that.  

There is currently no Cane Supply Agreement 

for the 2017 season and all CANEGROWERS 

collectives do not support the document 

offered by Wilmar which risks being found 

invalid for lack of certainty. 

Click to read letter 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/WSA Letter to Growers re TFPPA - 1 Sep 2014.pdf
http://files.canegrowers.com.au/Burdekin/canenewslinks/WSA%20Letter%20to%20Growers%20re%20TFPPA%20-%201%20Sep%202014.pdf
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Ravensdown 
Update 
By Allan Dingle, Chair of 

Bundaberg CANEGROWERS and 

Senior Vice Chair 

CANEGROWERS Qld 

CANEGROWERS has previously 

expressed disappointment at 

Ravensdown’s unilateral decision to 

cease trading in Queensland. 

Following that decision Ravensdown 

engaged PricewaterhouseCoopers 

(PwC) to sell the business/assets of 

Ravensdown Fertiliser Australia.  

Hopefully, the sale of the RFA 

business and or its assets will be 

concluded soon in order that 

Ravensdown can focus on the 

redemption of the Redeemable 

Preference Shares (RPS) to 

Queensland holders.  

CANEGROWERS has written to 

Ravensdown in relation to the rights 

of the RPS holders advising that we 

expect and require that these 

shareholders be treated no less 

favourably than the RFA New 

Zealand members in accordance 

with the commitments made by the 

Ravensdown Cooperative to their 

shareholders, that is, that the RPS 

shares must be surrendered/

redeemed at the full value without 

any shortfall.  

We will keep you advised as this 

matter progresses.  

Australian Agricultural College 
changes name to Rural Training 
Queensland 

The State Government has given a new name to its rural 

training facilities: Rural Training Queensland (RTQ). RTQ has 

skilled and experienced staff located throughout Queensland in 

Gatton, Bundaberg, Dalby, Mackay, Ayr and Walkamin 

(Mareeba). Staff at these locations will be known through their 

work as being part of Australian Agricultural College 

Corporation, which was recently changed to a new statutory 

organisation. That new organisation is called Queensland 

Agricultural Training Colleges, and the Rural Training 

Queensland division will work alongside the Emerald 

Agricultural College and Longreach Pastoral College. RTQ 

staff will offer certified and tailored training in numerous skill 

areas including beef, cropping, horses, conservation and land 

management, and production horticulture. RTQ’s staff will 

concentrate on delivering vocational training to people working 

in the industry, who are looking to increase or update their 

skills. For more information visit www.rtq.edu.au 

Women in Action  

The Women in Sugar Burdekin held their regular monthly meeting on Wednesday 10 

September in the board room of Canegrowers Burdekin. 

Women in Sugar provides a support network for all women involved in the sugar cane 

industry and is focused on increasing members knowledge of the local agricultural 

industry.  

The group is planning to hold a morning tea on Wednesday 15th October to celebrate 

International Rural Women’s Day.  To learn more about International Rural Women’s 

day click here. 

All women involved in the cane industry are encouraged to join Women in Sugar. 

The group’s next regular monthly meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th October at 

Canegrowers Burdekin commencing on 9:30am.  Why not come along? 

For more information contact Debra Burden on 0417 709 435 or like the WISB Facebook 

site. 

Carla Keith QSL Industry Relationship Manager providing an update on marketing for the current season 

The aims of Women in Sugar Burdekin are: 

1. To encourage women from all sectors of 

the sugar industry to be involved 

2. To provide a fun friendly and apolitical 

environment where questions are 

encouraged, information is shared and 

opinions valued; 

3. To encourage growth of the group through 

leadership, friendship and support between 

members; and 

4. To raise awareness of the group and 
encourage members to participate in 
industry events. 

http://www.un.org/en/events/ruralwomenday/
https://www.facebook.com/WomenInSugarBurdekin?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/WomenInSugarBurdekin?fref=ts
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Is there more to sugar marketing than pricing the ICE11? 
By Greg Beashel, CEO 

In my last article we discussed the importance of the marketer being able to optimize the mix of futures positions by selling and 

hedging in the shipment periods that deliver the best return. Growers need to be aware that there are significant other revenues 

and costs that form part of a pool’s returns. 

What are the other revenues and costs, other than the ICE11? 

The chart below shows the costs and revenues that made up QSL’s pool returns in the 2013 season. It is clear to see here that 

there are some very significant costs and revenues to be managed other than the ICE11 raw sugar price.   

In the Shared Pool in the 2013 season freight costs were over $50 million (A$24 per mt IPS). Freight represents the costs of 

shipping sugar to the customer and the way this cost is managed by the marketer will have a significant impact upon the final 

returns achieved. 

Like the ICE11 and FX markets, the freight market can be volatile and fluctuates depending on factors impacting supply, demand, 

weather and fuel prices.  The way QSL manages freight is integral to being able to deliver sugar to customers reliably when they 

want it.  

QSL is able to generate value by packaging cargoes, similar to bulk buying. We only work with financially secure vessel owners. 

We choose the appropriate ship based on flexibility, suitability and price, and look at options available on additional future 

cargoes.  Depending on the state of the market, QSL is able to derive value by negotiating additional voyages, with QSL having 

the discretion to execute these in the future to secure new sales to customers.  

This further illustrates that the proposition that growers have some control over how grower economic interest sugar is priced on 

the ICE11 and therefore do not need to be concerned about 

marketing arrangements is incorrect.  In future articles we’ll talk about 

premiums and the importance of the way sugar is marketed in 

maximising this revenue.  

This report contains information of a general or summary nature. While all 
care is taken in the preparation of this report, the reliability, accuracy or 
completeness of the information provided in the document is not 
guaranteed. The update on marketing and pricing activity does not 
constitute financial product or investment advice. QSL does not accept any 
responsibility to any person for the decisions and actions taken by that 
person with respect to any of the information contained in this report. 
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Pricing information 
2014 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 6 August 2014 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 12 September 2014 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $408 

QSL Discretionary Pool $421 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $427 

QSL Growth Pool $426 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $425 

QSL US Quota Pool $578 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $429 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015 $441 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015 $448 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016 $451 

Estimated QSL 2014 Pool Prices 

As at 29 August 2014 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $249   

21 August 14 $275   

23 October 14 $296   

18 December 14 $317   

22 January 15 $332 80.0% 

19 February 15 $342 82.5% 

19 March 15 $353 85.0% 

23 April 15 $363 87.5% 

21 May 15 $373 90.0% 

25 June 15 $394 95.0% 

Final Payment $415 100% 

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2014 Season $374 $354 

2015 Season $453 $433 

2016 Season $478 $458 

2017 Season $486 $466 

QSL Market Update 
By Matthew Page,  Treasury 

Analyst 
as at 8 September 2014 

Sugar  

The slide continued this fortnight, with the prompt month making 

a succession of lifetime lows during the period and eventually 

settling on Friday at the bottom of the range, 64 points lower at 

15 c/lb. The market also saw further weakening in the Oct/Mar 

spread (-36 points to a spread of -223) with the issue of surplus 

Thai raws seemingly still unresolved as we move into the expiry 

period. 

UNICA figures released in the first week did prompt a brief two-

day rally, with UNICA finally amending its full-year estimates to 

something more in line with the rest of the market; 545.9 million 

tonnes of cane crushed to produce 31.35 million tonnes of raw 

sugar (down from 580 million tonnes and 32.5 million tonnes 

respectively). This, however, provided only brief respite in what 

was an otherwise very bearish fortnight. Whether the damage 

done to the cane will adversely affect next year’s crop remains 

to be seen, but if the dry weather continues and the November/

March rains are poor again then we will undoubtedly see 

significant market movement. 

Further bullish news comes in the form of the ethanol parity 

price which now stands at the 18 cent level, a full 300 points 

over October futures and about 220 points over Brazilian vhp 

fobs. This will likely be reflected in a lower sugar mix number in 

this week’s UNICA numbers.  

Regardless of the amount of bullish news that continues to 

emanate from Brazil, the market remains obsessed with the 

October expiry and the associated Thai surplus. With this in 

mind we anticipate some further volatility with prices trending at 

the lower end of the range as we approach the October expiry, 

but maintain our view of stronger prices later in the season. 

Currency 

Currency markets have seen a little more life over the past 

fortnight than the previous month or so, with the Australian 

dollar ranging over 100 points during the period. Despite this, 

we still ended the period 72 points higher at 0.9375, continuing 

the frustration for Australian exporters. 

The majority of data out of the US has been positive, providing 

the USD index impetus to move above 83.00 for the first time 

since July last year and the Greenback to strengthen against 

most major currencies. On the face of it we would expect to see 

the Aussie depreciating, however our own strong data and a 

strengthened risk appetite following a ceasefire in the Ukraine 

has provided the currency with a robust support base. 

We still anticipate that the Australian dollar will come off slightly 

later this year but it is likely any significant move lower will be 

delayed until early 2015 as the US recovery takes its time to 

gather momentum. Commentary from the Fed suggests Yellen 

is happy with the current balanced rate of recovery but 

maintains that they are ready to intervene if necessary. Market 

chatter continues to escalate regarding US rate hikes as we 

move into 2015 with medium to longer-term forecasts remaining 

bullish for the USD.  
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Less talk, more action: NFF calls for KAFTA 
ratification 
The NFF is urging a swift ratification of the Korea-Australia Free Trade Agreement (KAFTA), stating 

it will open up markets for Australian farmers, particularly those in the red meat, grains, dairy, sugar, 

pork and horticulture industries.  

Agriculture is often a sticking point in trade negotiations. However, after four years of tense 

negotiations, the NFF were pleased that the Korean and Australian Governments reached an 

agreement in December, 2013 – a major step forward in securing Australia’s trade within the Asian 

region. 

The challenge now is moving from words to action. With the European Union and the United States 

hot on Australia’s heel, ratification of the agreement will ensure Australian agriculture cements its 

competitive advantage in Asian markets.  

Ratifying the agreement before the end of the year will mean Australian agriculture, most notably the 

diary and red meat sectors, can take advantage of the tariff reduction timeline as of 1 January 2015. 

For more, read our release here.  

EPBC Amendment (Bilateral Agreement 
Implementation) Bill 2014 
The EPBC Amendment Bill was again debated in the Senate this week, though a vote has not yet 

been called.  In addition to the proposal to devolve assessment and approval of water trigger 

decisions to the States, the Bill includes important amendments to the Act to enable the 

establishment of the one stop shops.   

While much of the recent public debate has focussed on ensuring the water trigger remains with the 

Commonwealth, there is a risk that broader one-stop shop reform is stymied if the other amendments 

are not passed.   

The NFF has provided a briefing to all cross benchers on the importance of one-stop shop reforms to 

reduce red tape for farmers and continues to work with Minister Hunt’s office to ensure that the 

broader reforms are lost in the debate of the water trigger.  The debate can be followed via the 

Hansard website.   

More recently, the NFF has publicly called on the Senate to pass the amendments – see the media 

release here.  

21st Round of China-Australia FTA Negotiations 
The National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) is urging Australian negotiators to keep agriculture front of 

mind as talks with Australia’s largest two-way trading partner, China, progress in Beijing this week.   

Finalising a trade agreement with China is a top priority for the Australian agricultural sector, 

provided farmers can reap the benefits. Representing 20 percent of Australia’s total trade, the need 

to secure a comprehensive, all-inclusive agreement with China has never been greater.  

Recognising that agriculture is a complex part of any trade negotiation, the NFF has welcomed 

comments made by Trade Minister Andrew Robb MP that securing strong outcomes for Australian 

agriculture was a key priority for the government, and essentially, won’t be put in the too hard basket.  

As talks with China progress, the NFF will be looking to work with members and government, 

seeking the removal of barriers to trade and achieving strong outcomes for all of Australia’s key 

agricultural commodities.  

 

QFF & 
NFF 

Updates 

CANEGROWERS 

is an active 

member of 

National Farmers’ 

Federation (NFF) 

and Queensland 

Farmers 

Federation 

(QFF) , a 

partnership 

through which we 

have been able to 

concentrate and 

leverage 

influence in areas 

of importance to 

the cane 

industry.  As part 

of a range of 

services, NFF & 

QFF provides a 

range of 

information, 

including weekly 

cross-commodity 

updates.   

http://www.nff.org.au/read/4643/korea-australia-fta-lets-seal-deal.html
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Hansard
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4642/farmers-encourage-senate-pass-one-stop.html


 

 11 

 NBN in the Bush: NFF welcome Turnbull’s comments 

For the 7% of Australians in regional and rural areas, the proposed NBN will take the form of either fixed wireless or satell ite 

services. These services will provide customers with download speeds in these areas of 12MB/s compared to the 100MB/s fibre 

customers in the city will have. 

The Coalition’s cost-benefit analysis released last week outlined that the roll out of fixed wireless and satellite services to rural 

and regional Australia would cost approximately $5 billion. The government has indicated that it is determined to give Australians 

living in rural and regional communities’ high speed internet access, but to do so, will require cross-subsidisation. The cross 

subsidy would involve using higher revenues from urban broadband customers to subsidise connections of rural and regional 

communities. This will see the construction of thousands of wireless towers and the launch of two dedicated satellites into space.  

Communications Minister Malcom Turnbull MP said that if the Government does not cross-subsidise, that would result in people 

living in these areas having very poor telecommunications, and that was not acceptable in a modern Australian Society. These 

comments made by Turnbull are both welcomed and supported by the NFF. The NFF has long called for comparable 

telecommunication services.     

Consultation on the regional component of the National Landcare 
Program  
The NFF continues to work with the Departments of Environment and Department of Agriculture on the design of the new 

National Landcare Program (NLP). Whilst significant funding and structural changes have occurred, the NFF is continues to build 

the case for a bolstering of the ‘sustainable agriculture stream’ of federal environmental funding.  Part of this is ensuring that the 

architecture of program delivery – including through the regional NRM model supports industry involvement. 

The NFF has contributed to a number of submissions, including providing feedback to the recent NLP consultation paper on the 

regional delivery model via an online survey last week. We will now be participating, along with a number of our member 

organisations, in industry forums with the departments of Environment and Agriculture. These forums will be an important 

opportunity to communicate the sectors views regarding the continuing need for government commitment to sustainable 

agriculture programs. 

Basin-wide Environmental Watering Strategy 
The Murray-Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) has released for comment the draft Basin Wide Environmental Watering 

Strategy.  The strategy is intended to help environmental water holders, Basin state governments and waterway managers plan 

and manage environmental watering at a Basin scale and over the long term to meet the environmental objectives.   

Submissions close on the 26th September Up to 26 September 2014 the MDBA is seeking feedback on the draft Strategy. Details 

on how you can provide feedback can be found here. 

For further information on Natural Resource Management issues, please contact Jack Knowles on 02 6269 5666 or 

jknowles@nff.org.au 

NFF & APPEA Forum 
The Australian Petroleum Production & Exploration Association (APPEA) and the NFF co-hosted a forum at Parliament House 

last Tuesday 16 June, bringing together parliamentarians and representatives from the agricultural and resources sector. The 

evening’s theme intended to go beyond the news headlines, to explore the issues about natural gas exploration and development 

in farming areas.   

Superannuation increases deferred to 2020 
A key priority for the NFF is bringing business operating costs down to drive investment, growth and productivity. This week the 

Senate passed legislation to repeal the Mining Tax after gaining support for the measure from the Palmer United Party. Part of the 

deal was a deferral of any increase in the current superannuation guarantee contribution rate of 9.5% until at least 2020. This is 

good news for farmers as it defers the prospect of mandatory labour cost increases for an additional two years beyond the four 

year budget forecast. Workers can always make their own additional voluntary contributions to increase the value of their 

investment over the long term. 

https://environment.au.citizenspace.com/biodiversity-conservation/national-landcare-programme-survey/consult_view
http://www.mdba.gov.au/what-we-do/environmental-water/basin-watering-strategy/feedback
http://www.mdba.gov.au/what-we-do/environmental-water/basin-watering-strategy
mailto:jknowles@nff.org.au
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CANEGROWERS Burdekin is a registered BAS Agent  - registration number 24762820 

CANEGROWERS 

Weather 
The CANEGROWERS website features a weather section  that 

by typing in your postcode will provide you with a seven day 

forecast for your desired postcode along with a 12 month 

rainfall outlook, SOI information and sea surface temperatures.   

 

To see the latest forecast for your postcode click here.  The 

following outlook is for Brandon. 

Carbon Tax Repeal Fact Sheet 
The Minister for Small Business, Bruce Billson MP, has released a fact sheet concerning the repealing of the carbon tax and the 

benefits it will deliver for Small and Medium Enterprises. Read more here.  

Northern development encouraged by Parliamentary Committee 
THE Federal Parliament’s Joint Select Committee into northern Australia has released its final report. The report – called Pivot 

North – follows numerous public hearings and hundreds of submissions from stakeholders providing their views on the 

opportunities and risks associated with northern development. The final report makes a number of sensible recommendations that 

governments could adopt to encourage sustainable northern development, including further studies and also on specific initiat ives 

that would encourage growth. Among the recommendations are for a specific Commonwealth Department for northern 

development and progress on the long-considered Urannah Dam, which would allow for a significant expansion of the horticultural 

region near Bowen. QFF welcomes the report and sees that it will provide useful guidance into the current White Paper processes 

looking at both northern development and agricultural competitiveness. The report is available here. 

TARIFF DETERMINATION PROCESS FOR 2015-2016 BEGINS 
THE Queensland Competition Authority has begun the process of determining regulated retail electricity tariffs for regional 

Queensland for the 2015-2016 financial year. The QCA will publish an interim consultation paper on its website by the end of 

December, followed by a draft determination by December 12, 2014, followed by workshops on the determination in February 

2015. More information can be found here. QFF will continue to work with the QCA, the State Government and other stakeholders 

such as Ergon Energy on this determination and particularly its impact on the State’s intensive agricultural industries. Recent year

-on-year price rises of 10 percent or greater have had had a serious negative impact on the sector’s profitability and 

competitiveness, and farmers and irrigators cannot afford yet further large jumps in their electricity bills. QFF is working with the 

State Government on a range of solutions, which extends beyond the straight costs of electricity and into other measures such as 

increasing energy efficiency. 

LOAN UPTAKE DETAILED 
THE Federal Government has provided further details around the uptake of its Farm Finance and drought concessional loans. 

Under Farm Finance (the original loan program with a 4.5 percent interest rate, the government delivered $48 million in loans to 

79 Queensland farm businesses. This financial year, a further $50 million has been made available and at least 24 farm 

businesses have applied. To date, two have been approved. 

As part of the drought loans package, $100 million has been committed to Queensland for concessional loans at 4% interest. 

Since applications opened on 6 June in Queensland, 55 applications have been received and $14 million worth of loans have 

already been approved. Of these, 22 applications have been approved, 18 have been declined (incomplete or withdrawn 

applications) and 15 are still being assessed. The Federal Minister for Agriculture, Barnaby Joyce told QFF that he expects the 

Concessional Drought Loans for Queensland to be fully utilised. 

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/f/Weather/
http://pdf.aigroup.asn.au/industrynewsletter/Repealing%20the%20Carbon%20Tax%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Northern_Australia/Inquiry_into_the_Development_of_Northern_Australia/Tabled_Reports
http://www.qca.org.au/Electricity/Regional-consumers/Reg-Electricity-Prices/In-Progress/Regulated-Electricity-Prices-2015-16
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Waterfind 

Burdekin 

Haughton WSS 

Water Market 

Summary  

Allocations 

Dam Storage 

The above information is provided by 

Waterfind.  The information provided is 

of a general nature only and must not 

be relied upon in substitution for 

professional advice. Waterfind accepts 

no responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or timeliness of any 

information provided. For more 

information click here. 

Registrations of interest for 
irrigation water 
Extracted from QFF newsletter 

The Department of Natural Resources and Mines is asking irrigators and others who 

may want additional volumes of water to register their interest here. Catchment water 

resource plans may provide reserves of unallocated water that can be made available 

for sale on a competitive basis. Registration does not guarantee access to water. The 

Department is encouraging water users to register their interest to gain an 

understanding of the level of demand in different areas across the State.  

The level of interest in an area could provide a guide for the Department in scheduling 

water sales into the future. Farmers are asked to provide their contact details, to select 

the water resource plan area (which includes the Great Artesian Basin plan area) 

where they would have an interest in purchasing water and to indicate the volume, 

type (watercourse, overlandflow or groundwater) and the use for the water they 

require. 

QFF Water and Energy Policy 
Committee 
Extracted from QFF newsletter 

QFF’S Water and Energy Policy Committee met in Brisbane last week and had a 

strong focus on dissecting the implications of the review into the Water Act 2000. 

There was particular attention given to the treatment of issues outlined in the recently 

released Regulatory Impact Statement particularly the following proposals: 

 Revision of the statutory process for water planning 

 Accelerated conversion of water licences to tradable water allocations without the 

need to conduct a water resource planning process 

 Regulating the take of groundwater during mining operations (termed ‘associated 

water’) in a similar way to the regulations for the petroleum and gas industry. 

 Regulating the take of water to be used in CSG operations (non-associated 

water). 

There was also some discussion of proposals to review the River Improvement Trust 

legislation. 

The meeting expressed a high level of frustration with the ongoing electricity tariff 

debate and particularly the failure of parties in the debate to take steps to address the 

problems the irrigation sector faces in transitioning to cost reflective tariffs by 2020. 

Members were in no doubt that those irrigation sectors with significant peak demands 

for electricity at night or to pump from variable river flows would still face large jumps 

in tariffs at the end of the transition period. 

http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/water/catchments-planning/unallocated-water/register-interest
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

The Giru Show, 

Saturday 13 September, 

gates open 1pm 

Inkerman Cane Growers 

Tenders close date, 

Friday 26 September 

Nth Qld Cane Cutting 

Championships, Sunday 

5 October, 10am @ 

Castor Park Mourilyan 

CORES Suicide 

Intervention Course, 

Saturday 18  October, 

9am-5pm, PCYC 

RIRDC Rural Women’s 

Award nominations close 

Friday 31 October, click 

here for more info 

CANEGROWERS 

Burdekin AGM, 

Thursday 13 November, 

5.30pm @ 

CANEGROWERS Hall  

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

 

Haulout Work Wanted 

 Mining experience on mobile plant 

 HR Licence 

 Ph: 0409 508 926 

Harvester/Haulout/Supervising Work Wanted 

 Experienced 

 HR Licence 

 Forklift Licence 

 Siding Induction 

 Ph:  0414 728 504 

Annual General  Meeting 

Thursday 13 November 

5.30pm 

CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 

 

Guest Speaker: 

Paul Schembri 

CANEGROWERS Qld Chair 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CANEGROWERS  
Burdekin  

 
Members Only  

Annual General Meeting 
 

21 November 
7.00pm 

CANEGROWERS Hall,  
Home Hill 

 

Guest Speakers: 
 

Brendan Stewart 
CANEGROWERS CEO 

 

Paul Schembri 
CANEGROWERS Chairman 

http://www.rirdc.gov.au/rural-women's-award
https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
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Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

PROJECT 

& TRAINING 

CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

Office Open By Appointment  

4782 1922 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Gary Halliday 

JP (Qual) 

SmartCane BMP Facilitator 0438 747 596 

Michelle Andrews 

JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Regional Insurance Manager 4790 3605 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

CHAIRS FOR HIRE 

CANEGROWERS Project and Training 

Centre 

$10 plus $0.50 per Chair  

Plus GST 

75 Available  

To book please phone  

4782 1922 


