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Trans Pacific Partnership – the wash up
The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) is one of the most ambitious
free trade agreements ever attempted. The 12 participating
nations initially set a goal of wrapping up negotiations in 2012
but contentious issues, including sugar, caused negotiations to
drag on.
Over the five years of ongoing negotiations Warren Males from
CANEGROWERS Qld was a regular attendee and Dan Galligan,
CEO of CANEGROWERS Qld was in attendance at last week’s
Atlanta negotiations.
With all of the raw sugar produced from Burdekin cane being
exported, this results in around 99% of the price received based
on the ICE 11 ….the international world price. The international
world price has steadily reduced over the last 5 years from
around 36 cents per lb. to 12 cents per lb., a price that is below
the cost of production for many farmers. The remaining 1% of
the price received comes from premiums.

Dan Galligan CEO of CANEGROWERS Qld (2nd from left) with
Australian farm representatives and Andrew Robb MP
in Atlanta last week pushing the trade agenda

The United States, due to its protectionist practices, provides Australian cane farmers with the ability to access better than
average premiums. It is for this reason that our negotiators were fighting for improved access to the USA market. Our negotiators
were endeavouring to increase the annual quota from 87,000 tonnes to around 700,000 tonnes. The disappointing end result
was that Australia has been given access to an additional USA quota of 65,000 tonnes. This could equate to an additional 50
cents per tonne of cane. There may be a further benefit, albeit with some uncertainty, as it was also agreed that Australia would
be given a 23% increase of any additional annual quota allocation that the USA may require. In the US, the Government funded
support program ensures that the 4000 cane growers there receive a guaranteed level of around US 22.5 cents a pound
regardless of the world price.
Trans Pacific Partnership Outcomes
On October 5, 2015, in Atlanta, Ministers of the 12 Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) countries – Australia, Brunei Darussalam,
Canada, Chile, Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, United States, and Vietnam – announced conclusion of
their negotiations on what is seen as the biggest global trade deal in twenty years.
The TPP includes some of the world’s biggest economies (the US, Japan, and Canada) and five of Australia’s top 10 goods
export destinations (Japan, the US, New Zealand, Singapore and Malaysia). Australia’s goods exports to TPP Parties were worth
around $88 billion in 2014 – or 33 per cent of Australia’s total goods exports.
The TPP will eliminate 98 per cent of tariffs in the TPP region. Tariffs on US9 billion of Australia’s dutiable exports to TPP
countries will therefore be eliminated under the TPP.
The TPP market access outcomes build on existing access Australia has with its FTA partners of Japan, the US, Chile, New
Zealand, Malaysia, Singapore, Brunei and Vietnam. The TPP also creates valuable new market access opportunities for
Australian exporters in the three TPP Parties where Australia does not have a FTA, namely, Canada, Mexico and Peru. Australia
supports the expansion of the TPP over time to include other economies in the Asia-Pacific.
As a regional free trade agreement, the TPP will create additional benefits. The combined effect of new market access and
common rules will make it easier for Australian businesses, exporters and consumers to participate in, and benefit from, regional
value chains (also known as global value chains). For more information, refer to: Global value chains and the Trans-Pacific
Partnership Agreement.
Continues page 2
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Trans Pacific
Partnership continued
Agriculture

Cane Supply
Agreement important
dates

Australia exported around $15 billion worth of agricultural goods
to TPP countries in 2014, representing close to 33 per cent of
Australia’s total exports of these products. The TPP will
eliminate tariffs on more than $4.3 billion of Australia’s dutiable
exports of agricultural goods to TPP countries upon entry into
force of the Agreement. A further $2.1 billion of Australia’s
dutiable exports will receive significant preferential access
through new quotas and tariff reductions.

Proposed increases to Contract Area

Summary outcomes for Sugar

Also if a grower wishes to reduce the Contract area during
the term of the Agreement, the Grower must make written
application (with reasons) to Wilmar Sugar prior to 14th
February 2016.

Total Australian exports of sugar were valued at $1.5 billion in
2014, and around one third of these exports (valued at an
estimated $510 million) went to TPP countries.
TPP market access gains for Australian sugar producers and
exporters include:



The US will provide Australia with the largest access
granted to a sugar exporting country in over 20 years, with
an additional 65,000 tonnes of access from entry into force
of the TPP. Australia will now have access equivalent to
Brazil into the US market. The US will also provide Australia
with 23 per cent of future additional WTO quota allocations,
which could see Australia's raw sugar exports to the US
climb above 400,000 tonnes by 2019/20.



Building on the JAEPA, elimination of Japan’s tariff and
reduction in the levy on high polarity sugar exports on entry
into force of the TPP. In 2014, Australia sugar exports to
Japan were valued at around $200 million;



Elimination of Canada’s tariffs on refined sugar (currently
CA$30.86/tonne) within 5 years of entry into force of the
TPP. Australia already has duty free access for raw sugar
into Canada;



Mexico will also apportion Australia a guaranteed 7 per cent
of any tariff rate quota for raw sugar in the years in which it
is offered. Australia is only the 6th country Mexico has
offered such an outcome;



Elimination of in-quota tariffs on Vietnam’s WTO sugar
quota on entry into force.



Malaysia has committed to allow Australia to engage in the
wholesale distribution of refined sugar in Malaysia for use in
the food and beverage industry

Growers are reminded that under the terms of the
Agreement any proposal to increase the area of Land from
which Cane will be grown for supply requires written notice
to Wilmar Sugar and CBL at lease one month prior to
planting of the cane.
Proposed reduction in Contract Area

Standover
Not that there is an expectation of there being any standover
this year, but just in case and again under the terms of the
Agreement growers are reminded to be aware of the
requirement to make application to Wilmar Sugar by 31st
October 2015.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin members
are invited to the
CANEGROWERS Burdekin AGM
Thursday 5 November, 5.30pm @
CANEGROWERS Hall, 68 Tenth
Street Home Hill

Next steps
Detailed information on the TPP outcomes will be available
progressively from 9:00 am AEST on Tuesday 6 October on the
DFAT website at: http://dfat.gov.au/trade/agreements/tpp/
TPP negotiating parties are finalising arrangements for the
release of the TPP text, and it will be released well in advance of
signature. Each country will then undertake its domestic treatymaking process. For Australia, this will involve tabling the treaty
text in parliament along with a National Interest Analysis and a
review by the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties to which all
interested parties can make submissions.
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Crush statistics
2015
estimate
8,270,000

78%

Week 17 as at 03/10/2015

TO DATE

CROP CRUSHED

6,447,294
tonnes
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Sunday 4 October to Sunday 11 October is mental health week, the following article on identifying signs of mental illness is from
Mental Illness Fellowship of Australia.
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Feral deer – some legal issues
By Chris Cooper, Solicitor, CJ Cooper & Associates

Feral Chital deer numbers are expanding in the Rita Island area and many cane growers ( and other land holders ) are suffering
significant loss and damage to crops, lands and water facilities from these declared pests. The following are some legal points to
consider.
Declaration
1. Feral Chital deer have been declared by State Government authorities as a Class 2 pest animal under the Land Protection
(Pest and Stock Route Management) Act 2002.
Landholder’s responsibility
2. This declaration imposes a legal obligation on all landholders to take reasonable steps to control these declared pests on their
lands. Whilst individual landholders are required to take action, the nature of the animal is such that a coordinated district
response involving all landholders, local council, Biosecurity and other relevant State agencies is required. In this regard it is
noted that the Burdekin Shire Council recently held a community meeting at Rita Island with landholders and
agencies where a coordinated response to the problem was discussed. An expert has been
engaged to prepare a report which Council will consider and discuss with landholders and
Answers for frequently asked
agencies.
questions about deer declarations
can be found on the Department of
Permits
Agriculture and Fisheries website
3. A person must not introduce, feed, supply or release these feral deer without a permit.
here.
Shooting by Landholders
4. Landholders do not need special accreditation to shoot feral deer and are permitted to shoot feral deer on their lands
provided they hold appropriate firearms licences and comply with relevant animal welfare rules. Landholders giving permission to
shooters to shoot on their lands should carefully consider a range of factors including the terms under which access is provided,
the qualifications, experience and responsible nature of the shooters, and public liability and related insurance issues.
Shooting by others
5. The public has no right to come on the private lands and carry out shooting. Shooters must have the permission of the
landholder otherwise it is trespassing and is unlawful. Shooters also have no right to shoot feral deer on private lands from the
adjoining road.
Please do not hesitate to contact CANEGROWERS Burdekin or Chris Cooper directly through
number 1800 177159.

CANEGROWERS free call

CANEGROWERS
members

free call

1800 177 159

For free advice on legal
issues contact
Canegrowers’ legal
advisor
Chris Cooper
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Shed Meetings
BPS and Farmacist grower shed meetings are starting mid next week, topics covered
include Herbicide management and weed control, Irrigation management, including
limited water options, Fallow management, Smut, Variety and Nitrogen trial results and funding - Burdekin Reverse Tender.
Date

Time

Group

Venue

Wed 14 Oct

8:30

Liechhardt

P Brotto

Wed 14 Oct

1:00

Darvenezia/Groper Creek/Marshalls

B Santarossa

Thurs 15 Oct

8:30

Osbourne/Causeway/Iona

R Piva

Thurs 15 Oct

1:00

Down River/Ramsdens

N Pitris

Fri 16 Oct

8:30

Inkerman/Fredericksfield/Koolkuna

G MacElroy

Mon 19 Oct

8:30

Giru/Shirbourne

D Poletto

Mon 19 Oct

1:00

Selkirk/Haughton/Bartlett/Upper Haughton

SISL

Tue 20 Oct

8:30

Millaroo/Dalbeg

J Cambruzzi

Tue 20 Oct

1:00

Jardine/Mona Park/Barratta

L Smith

Wed 21 Oct

8:30

Clare/Mulgrave

Clare Club

Thur 22 Oct

8:30

Rita Island

SES Shed

Thur 22 Oct

1:00

Jarvisfield/Kilrie

Quartermaine

Mon 2 Nov

8:30

Aerodrome/Colevale/Town/Pioneer Mill

B Lago

Mon 2 Nov

1:00

Waterview/Sextons

E Pearce

Tue 3 Nov

8:30

Airdmillan/Burstalls

N Formalin

Wed 4 Nov

8:30

Airville/Dicks Bank/MsDesme

BPS Shed

Gypsum or lime?
By Burdekin Productivity Services

Now is the time of year when people are starting to consider amelioration (gypsum or lime) options for their soil.
You should consider applying gypsum or lime to your soil if you are experiencing issues with soakage, soil structure (hard se tting
and surface sealing), or sodicity (when Exchangeable Sodium Percentage, ESP, on a soil test is greater than 6%).
Ameliorants (gypsum or lime) can be applied in both ratoon and fallow blocks. Generally, in the Burdekin, gypsum is the
recommended ameliorant. Where soil pH is less than 6.5, lime can be considered. Both gypsum and lime contain calcium, which
can improve soil structure by replacing sodium and sometimes magnesium.
You can choose to have ameliorants applied as a blanket or a band. Blanketing achieves complete coverage across a block.
Banding is the zonal placement of product, reducing the quantity of ameliorant needing to be applied and making this a cost
effective option. Following application, light incorporation is recommended such as light cultivation with tines, hill up boards or
bedforming.
BURDEKIN PRODUCTIVITY SERVICES has established gypsum and lime rate demonstration sites around the Burdekin, which
will be harvested in 2016. These sites have been established on a wide range of soil types. The results of these trials will
determine the effectiveness of ameliorants where sodicity or
soakage issues are limiting crop yield.
If you have any questions regarding soil amelioration please call
the office. We can provide one on one advice for your specific
situation.

The September edition of the World Association of Beet and
Cane Growers flash Market Report is available here.
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Meet your local
Queensland Country
Health Fund Experts:

Julie Aguirre &
Kristen Linton

Hi, I’m Julie and I’m Kristen and we are your local Queensland Country
Health Fund experts. We have been a part of Queensland Country Health
Fund for over 14 years.
Based in our Ayr Retail Centre, we pride ourselves on providing
exceptional service for our members.
We are always here for our members whether it is for a chat or just to say
hi. We enjoy providing a friendly and familiar face to help members with
enquires, process claims and discuss health insurance options.
Queensland Country Health Fund was established more than 38 years
ago as the MIM Employees Health Society and we are the only regionally
based health fund in Queensland. We have grown significantly since
diversifying into an open health fund in 1977, and now provide more than
47,000 individuals with Australia-wide cover.
Our members’ health is our number one priority and we have a number of agreements in place
with local health care providers in the Burdekin region to provide you with exclusive discounts
and offers if you have Extras cover, as part of our Premier Provider network.
We are committed to providing our members with industry leading, value for money products and
for the past 10 years we have kept our premium rate increases lower than industry average. Along
with this we have continued to add and increase member benefits for the last 5 years.

Make sure you quote
your Canegrowers
number to receive a
great corporate health
plan discount.

Pairing our competitive premiums with our personalised, down to earth, genuine Member service, it’s no wonder why many
Queenslanders are choosing to join or switch to Queensland Country Health Fund.
Let us help with your health insurance needs today!
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Sugarcane growers encouraged to sign up to
Smartcane BMP as compliance measures
flagged by Government
Peak group CANEGROWERS acknowledges the announcement by the Queensland Government that it will be looking towards
developing a targeted compliance program for reef water quality outcomes, but has made it clear that the industry’s own
Smartcane BMP is for a better approach for growers who are focussed on productivity and profitability as well as sustainability.
“Regulations are rarely the best approach,” says CANEGROWERS CEO, Dan Galligan. “No one understands better
than those who live right alongside the reef that reef health is important, evident by the sheer number of
growers implementing the industry driven best management practices program (BMP) which
Representatives of
focuses on the farming business.
CANEGROWERS Burdekin will
be meeting with Mr Scott
“We’ve had the program out there for just over 18 months and during these initial stages this
Robinson (EPH) and a
industry has put its clear focus on getting as much land area in Queensland under
Compliance Officer next
sugarcane into the program.
Thursday 15 October.
“Already 45% of the sugarcane area in Queensland is already registered in Smartcane BMP.
But what should really make government sit up and take notice is that 36% of Queensland’s
total sugarcane area has already achieved the first major milestone of the program, with
farmers having completed a self-assessment in the three core modules of the program.

We will update you on the
outcomes of this meeting.

CANEGROWERS says that while the accreditation process had taken a while to bed down, the process had now been reviewed
and streamlined, and there is now a backlog of accreditations building in the system.
“Government needs to respect this effort and ensure that future reef report cards reflect this contribution. Government also need
to get their language right when it comes to describing practices that cane industry use. If it is a regulated practice – say that. If it
is a practice for a water quality outcome – say that. Don’t confuse industry practices that deliver productivity, profitability and
sustainability with practices that focus solely on water quality.”
CANEGROWERS believes that the reason so many growers had become involved in the initial stages was that the Smartcane
BMP is driven and owned by growers. “Our system is set by our experts - by science not by politics. It’s an approach that is more
about making the best decisions for your farm,” says Mr Galligan.
There is a growing acceptance across the Australian farming sector that BMP is a tool which will help Australia maintain its
competitive edge in the increasingly competitive world market. “Not just by helping keep growers up to date with the latest
practices and technology,” says Mr Galligan. “But being able to show that you are productive and sustainable producers of qua lity
sugar is becoming increasingly important to our customers - and the Smartcane BMP is the way we are going to show just that.”
“There is so much commitment and goodwill which has got us to this stage it would certainly be a strong show of the good faith
and support for that effort to be supported, not contradicted, by the Government’s desire to enforce its own reef regulations in the
future.”
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Pricing information
2015 Season Advances & Payments
as at 10 September 2015
$/tonne IPS
Initial *
20 August 15*
22 October 15
17 December 15
21 January 16
18 February 16
17 March 16
21 April 16
19 May 16
23 June 16
Final Payment

% estimated
return

$227
$243
$259
$277
$282
$290
$300
$308
$317
$335
$352

80.0%
82.5%
85.0%
87.5%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

Waterfind Burdekin
Haughton WSS Water
Market Summary

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

Allocations

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 9 October 2015
Gross

$/Tonne IPS
Net

2015 Season

$411

$391

2016 Season

$422

$402

2017 Season

$429

$409

Estimated QSL 2015 Pool Prices
As at 11 September 2015
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS
QSL Harvest Pool

$365

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$384

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$405

QSL US Quota Pool

$713

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015

$426

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015

$440

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2016

$424

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016

$430

Dam Storage

The above information is provided by Waterfind.
The
information provided is of a general nature only and must not
be relied upon in substitution for professional advice.
Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy,
completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For
more information click here.

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
CANEGROWERS
Burdekin AGM,
Thursday 5 November,
5.30pm @
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street Home
Hill

Would you like
to advertise in

canenews?
Email
bdk@canegrowers.com.au

to receive more
information

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

@BurdekinCANE

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd
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QFF &
NFF
Updates
CANEGROWERS

is an active
member of
National Farmers’
Federation (NFF)
and Queensland
Farmers
Federation
(QFF) , a
partnership
through which we
have been able to
concentrate and
leverage
influence in areas
of importance to
the cane
industry. As part
of a range of
services, NFF &
QFF provides a
range of
information,
including weekly
cross-commodity
updates.

QFF 10 things to know
1.

QFF have welcomed the State Government's plan for local management of SunWater irrigation
schemes. See QFF's statement HERE.

2.

QFF's research in Rural Panning has put together a case studies toolkit in agricultural planning.
Download HERE

3.

Reef Alliance have sent out their latest e-news with updates on the Australian Government
Reef Programme. The Reef Alliance is coordinated by QFF & Regional Groups' Collective
(RGC).

4.

QFF industry member QDO will be hosting a solar and irrigation systems workshop for dairy
farmers near Allora this Friday, 9th October- RSVP essential.

5.

QFF industry member Growcom are running a series of 'Workplace Essentials Seminars'
throughout Queensland in October, November and December. Dates & registration HERE

6.

See QFF President Joanne Grainger's QCL column 'Planning for Healthy Agriculture in
Queensland'.

7.

Three months on since the Ag White Paper and the Federal Government has outlined how it
is already delivering for farmers.

8.

Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) locked in with Federal Government claiming 'very big win' for
Australia. QFF industry member CANEGROWERS have described the deal as 'bittersweet'.

9.

The Queensland Government have called on farmers to embrace minimum industry standards
to cut water pollution causing damage to the Great Barrier Reef. CANEGROWERS have
responded by encouraging growers to sign up to Smartcane BMP.

10. Queensland sugar cane industry nearing completion of harvest with some regions experiencing
one of the quickest harvests in years.

SPECIAL
Member
Deals

Discounted online training
Members of CANEGROWERS Burdekin can access the online courses for a
discounted price.
Courses Available
“Safe working near electrical assets in the rural industry”
Participate in OHS Processes
Farm Safety for Farm Managers
Members receive the discounted price of $50 with non-members paying $100.
To register phone Tiffany on 47903600
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Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

Debra Burden

Wayne Smith

Michelle Andrews

canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.
PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill

General Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Manager: Finance & Admin
Payroll & Administration

Martine Bengoa

Insurance Consultant

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:

43 114 632 325

Postal Address: PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
Telephone:

(07) 4790 3600

Facsimile:

(07) 4783 4914

Email:

bdk@canegrowers.com.au

4790 3602

JP (Qual)

Tiffany Giardina

Published Weekly by:

4790 3601
4790 3605
0408 638 518

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators
Site

Name

Email

Phone

Inkerman

Vicki Lewis

vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 1020

Kalamia

Ray Collinson

ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4783 0319

Pioneer

Geraldine Cantarella

geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 5346

Invicta

Mark Saunders

mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au

4782 9153

