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Time to let the
Government know
your view on
Wilmar’s
NO CHOICE
decision to exit QSL
via the Senate Inquiry
We understand the Senate Committee would welcome an insight into the
personal concerns of growers in the Wilmar milling regions.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin
Invites members & partners to a FREE

Melbourne Cup Luncheon
12.30pm
Tuesday 4th November
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill

We strongly encourage you to write a short note in your own words supporting
the CANEGROWERS’ push for growers to be given a choice in who markets
the raw sugar that impacts the price received for your cane. To be of any
benefit this needs to happen no later than next Thursday.
We also ask growers to mention in their note that they ask for the Senate
Committee to hold a hearing in a regional centre such as Townsville to provide
the opportunity for those growers who wish to speak directly with Committee
Members. Details on the Senate Committee are available here.
Sample letters can be found here.
Please mail, email or fax your note/letter direct to:

BBQ Lunch & Drinks

Committee Secretary
Senate Standing Committees on Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Then watch the race
on the big screen
RSVP by Monday 3rd November to 4790 3600
for catering purposes

email: rrat.sen@aph.gov.au
Fax: 02 6277 5811

Choice between $2 and $5 sweeps
CANEGROWERS
Burdekin Ltd

SWEEPS

Contact Michelle on 4790 3600 or
Email michelle_andrews@canegrowers.com.au
Monies must be paid to the Ayr Office by 3pm Monday 3rd November or at
the Home Hill office at the Luncheon before the race.
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CANEGROWERS Policy Council Meeting
The new CANEGROWERS Policy Council held their second
meeting this week. Canegrowers Burdekin representatives on
the Policy Council include Phil Marano, David Lando, Owen
Menkens and Russell Jordan. Manager Debra Burden was
also an attendee.
Some of the more important matters dealt with at the Policy
Council meeting were:



Address by Mr Peter Corrish former Chair of Cotton
Australia and National Farmers Federation, who spoke
about the cotton industry’s journey in dealing with its
environmental issues which at one time seriously
threatened to close the industry down to how it adopted a
Best Management Practice regime with the support of the
whole industry that is now leading to Australian cotton
CANEGROWERS Policy Council members, Russell Jordan and
earning premiums in the market for its product that is now
Owen Menkens chat with QCGO CEO Brendan Stewart and
of a quality that is sought in the market. Mr Corrish said
QCGO Chair Paul Schembri
the journey was not an easy one especially at the
beginning but it is now second nature to people involved in the industry. This talk was given in the context of a session
dealing with the Smartcane BMP program. It was decided to endorse the formation of a whole of industry BMP Steering
Committee to support the drive for further adoption of BMP.



Chairman and CEO of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority Dr Russell Reicheldt addressed the meeting in regard to
the condition report on the reef and explained why the Australian government is opposing the listing of the reef as
“endangered” by UNESCO. Dr Reicheldt spoke fairly candidly and was full of praise for the work the sugar industry is doing
to support the Reef program. He mentioned that the “endangered” classification by UNESCO has tended to be used in World
Heritage classifications in undeveloped countries where it invariably triggered rescue funding whereas Australia is a donor
country rather than a recipient of aid and in Dr Reicheldt’s words Australia is doing far more for its world heritage protection
than any other country and whilst the reef has had some setbacks from natural disasters and the Crown of Thorns Starfish
there are actions in progress towards targets for agriculture and really the reef is not about to disappear. The move to lobby
UNESCO is coming from an extremely noisy Australian green movement.



QSL’s CEO Greg Beashel addressed the meeting regarding some operational aspects of QSL’s activities and in regard to its
performance and things being done to enhance the results for the 2014 crop. QSL is leasing the Ravensdown shed in
Townsville to allow the storage of sugar to carry from the October to the March 2015 contract and thus earn a tidy sum that
justifies the storage and handling involved.



SRA’s CEO Neil Fisher addressed the Policy Council about the four major areas where SRA intends to devote serious
resources to address issues that have been priorities across the industry. It was heartening to hear reference to Plant
Breeding as top priority. The other three were YCS, harvest losses, and making the PEC unit function better.



A session with senior officials from Transport and Main Roads was very productive in addressing some of the log jams which
we were assured would be dealt with under a proposed trial arrangement for the next 14 months in situations where there
has been to now no permit possible. We have been promised a process for obtaining appropriate permits for the roads
previously travelled once the examples were quoted. Under the trial it will eventually be an online process for most permits
but a line of communication is open to deal with special cases.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin wishes to thank Peter Sheedy for the use of his meeting notes to produce this story.

Wilmar exiting QSL
Whilst in Brisbane we took the opportunity to meet with our fellow CANEGROWERS Collectives who supply Willmar being
Herbert River, Proserpine and Plane Creek. Together our four collectives represent 10 million tonnes of cane. The meeting
was held to consider our next steps in dealing with negotiations with Wilmar. It was noted there is a very high level of alignment
and unity of position.
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The next Harvest Management meeting will be held on the 4 November.
Contact Wayne 4790 3604 if you have any issues you would like raised.

Harvest Update
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Do you know what your rights are if straying
livestock damage your cane crop?
By Chris Cooper Solicitor
Cattle and other livestock damaging cane crops is an issue for Growers in many regions.
The following is a general outline of the legal position and some options to consider.
LIVESTOCK OWNERS RESPONSIBILITY FOR STRAYING ANIMALS
The general proposition is that stock owners have a duty to keep their livestock from
trespassing on someone else’s property. Stock owners are generally liable for any
damage, such as damage to crops, their stock cause by such trespassing.
PROPERTY OWNER RIGHTS
Property owners have a right to enjoy their land without livestock trespassing on to it. They do not have an obligation to pr event
someone else’s livestock from straying onto their lands. That is an obligation on livestock owners. If the property owners suffer
loss or damage as a result of livestock trespassing on the property owners’ land, then generally the property owners are enti tled
to recover compensation/damages from the livestock owners.
The following are some options for Growers whose lands are subjected to livestock straying onto their lands:1. Discussion
Try to resolve the issue of livestock trespass through discussion and negotiation directly with the livestock owners.
2. Mediation
If direct discussions are not possible or fail, consider using the Disputes Resolution Centres administered through the Queensland
Department of Justice and Attorney General. This dispute resolution system is free and is designed to resolve disputes between
neighbours without going to court. The system assists neighbours and others involved in a dispute or conflict to try to resolve the
problem through a free mediation involving the relevant parties with an independent mediator. The mediator is appointed locally
through the Disputes Centre and conducts a meeting between the parties. The mediator’s role is to bring the parties to the dispute
together with the mediator and try to work out, by discussion, some way of resolving the problem that the parties agree to and can
live with. Dispute Centres are located in Brisbane, Hervey Bay, Mackay, Townsville and Cairns.
3. Letter of Demand
Growers could consider sending a formal letter of demand, either from the grower or local CANEGROWERS office or a lawyer, to
the livestock owners. The letter could give notice of trespass and demand preventative action be taken, in default of which other
steps will be considered. Such a letter might apply sufficient pressure to have the livestock owners take the necessary steps to
prevent further trespass.
4. Local Council
Most Local Councils have powers through their Local By-Laws, to operate a pound and to capture and detain straying livestock.
Lodging a complaint with Council may assist.
5. Impounding
In some cases Growers themselves can capture and hold the livestock and claim against the livestock owner the costs and
expenses of doing so, and any damage caused.
6. Police/Stock Squad/RSPCA
A complaint could be made to the local police and also the stock squad officer, through the local police station. Also under the
Animal Care and Protection Act, the RSPCA and relevant department officers, have the right to take action, including the seizing
of animals, if the animals are in danger or risk of harm. If the cattle are straying on public lands this may be an option.
7. Legal Action
The Growers could take legal action in Court against the livestock owners. Such action could be in the form of a claim for
damages suffered. A claim could also be made for an injunction (binding court order) to require the livestock owner under Court
Order to take all necessary steps to prevent livestock continuing to trespass. Any such Court action would have to be carefully
considered as it can be expensive, stressful and time consuming. Good evidence of the trespass, and clear evidence of the
identity and ownership of the livestock, would have to be established as part of proving the case.
Continues page 5
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Do you know what your
rights are if straying
livestock damage your
cane crop? continued
8. Self-help
Self-help measures, such as erecting a suitable barrier or a
fence to prevent the livestock coming on, might be considered.
Whilst the Growers are not at fault, and have no legal
obligation or duty to keep the livestock out of the Growers’
property, in some cases, self-help may practically and
commercially be an option to consider. The Grower might fix
the problem themselves, notwithstanding that it is really the
livestock owners responsibility.
9. Dividing Fence
Under the Neighbourhood Disputes (Dividing Fences and
Trees) Act, a dispute about the construction, maintenance, and
contribution to costs of, a suitable dividing fence, if unable to
resolved by the neighbours, can be resolved by order of the
Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal. As a general
rule, cane Growers are not required to contribute to the cost of
erecting or maintaining a suitable dividing fence. This is
because various Courts and Tribunals have consistently found
that Growers derive no benefit from a dividing fence, and in
many cases, such a dividing fence acts as a detriment to cane
growing activities.
It may be possible, subject to the particular facts and
circumstances, under the Act for Growers to make application
in the Tribunal for an order that a proper stockproof fence be
constructed and the cost be the sole responsibility of the
neighbour, not the Grower.

A message
from the Ayr
Police Service
Property theft
The incidents of property theft continue in our community.
Many of these are crimes of opportunity where an unsecured
vehicle or item of property is left unattended and the criminal
takes advantage of this. However some are not. Thieves do
“case” locations for property they need or that they can sell on
to others.
We can reduce theft by improving our security and this does
not necessarily mean by purchasing CCTV cameras although
this is obviously a good option. By securing our property either
by locking our vehicles and homes or not leaving property
laying around will reduce the opportunity for property theft.
In many instances where property theft is reported, apart from
a brand there is no serial number to positively identify the
property. For example, a property list received by Police will
include the description of ‘green drill’ – do you know how many
green drills are around?? Probably twice as many than there
are white four wheel drive utes.
What else can we do? Talk to your neighbours or if you see a
vehicle or person acting suspiciously or in a location where
they shouldn’t be, take down details of that person and vehicle
including registration number if possible and call Police. If you
do fall victim of property theft, again let your neighbours know.
This not only increases their level of awareness but your
neighbour may have seen something related to those involved.

10. Protection
Property owners have the legal right to use such force as is
reasonably necessary to defend themselves and their property.
The shooting of straying livestock is likely though to be
regarded as using excessive force and may well be unlawful.

If you have any information about these thefts or of suspicious
activity in your area, I would urge you to contact your local
police station or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

Members of CANEGROWERS should not hesitate to contact
CANEGROWERS legal advisor, Mr Chris Cooper, on freecall
number 1800 177 159 should you wish to discuss this or any
other legal topic of interest to you. Free general legal advice is
just one of the many benefits of being a member of
CANEGROWERS.

Steve BARTON
Snr Sgt, 5950
OIC Ayr
4790 3555

Yours sincerely

CANEGROWERS
members
For free advice on legal issues contact
Canegrowers’ legal advisor Chris Cooper

free call 1800 177 159
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QSL update

By Carla Keith & Cathy Kelly,
Industry Relationship Managers
Week ending 31 October 2014

QSL inquiry submission calls for grower choice
Growers will recall that following the withdrawal from the QSL RSSA by three
milling companies (Wilmar, COFCO /Tully Sugar and Mitr Phol/MSF) earlier
this year, the Australian Senate moved the following matters be referred to
the Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport Reference Committee for
inquiry, with a report due by 30 April 2015. The terms of reference for the
inquiry into current and future arrangements for the marketing Australian
sugar are:
a.
b.
c.
d.

e.

the impact of proposed changes on the local sugar industry, including
the effect on grower economic interest sugar;
equitable access to essential infrastructure;
foreign ownership levels in the industry and the potential to impact on the
interests of the Australian sugar industry;
whether there is an emerging need for formal powers under
Commonwealth competition and consumer laws, in particular, whether
there are adequate protections for grower-producers against market
imbalances; and
any related matters.

This week QSL’s submission to the Federal Senate Committee Inquiry went
live on the Senate inquiry’s website.
In our submission QSL clearly expresses concerns for the future of
Queensland’s 4000 cane growers and the $1.5 billion sugar export industry,
particularly as a majority of growers have no choice but to supply a monopoly
miller, three of which are now proposing to also take away growers’ choice in
who manages their sugar returns.
QSL does not support a return to the statutory single desk that was
dismantled in 2006, but we do firmly believe that growers need a choice
where marketers compete for the right to market a grower’s economic
exposure to sugar. Such competition will lead to more innovative solutions,
balanced risk and a fairer outcome for all.
The QSL submission provides an overview of industry developments to
date, and reiterates our preference for an industry-negotiated outcome to
the current marketing impasse. However it also acknowledges that
legislative intervention now seems to be the only way to protect the
interests of growers supplying Wilmar, MSF and Tully mills.
Our Senate Inquiry submission advocates establishing a statutory 'grower
choice' regime where mills would be required to give growers the freedom
to choose who markets the sugar they have price exposure to under their
cane supply agreements. This could be achieved at either a State or
Federal level via amendments to the Queensland Competition Authority
Act, the Sugar Industry Act or the Competition and Consumer Act.
The QSL submission also outlined concerns regarding control of
Queensland’s six bulk sugar terminals, currently leased and operated by
QSL.
You can read our submission, and others, by visiting the inquiry website:

QSL Market Update
By Stephen Stone,
QSL Treasurer
as at 27 October 2014

Sugar
Sugar prices have been reasonably quiet after
the OCT14 futures expiry. Perhaps the October
delivery did enough to calm market nerves
regarding the overhang of physical sugar
currently in play, or perhaps this is simply the
calm before another price weakness storm?
In any case, bearish sentiment continues to
dominate the market. This is being highlighted
by the continuing weakness of physical
premiums, as demand is satisfied by origin and
destination stocks, while the OCT14 contract
expiry looks to have simply pushed part of the
raw sugar supply problem to the refined
market.
This week saw Brazilian President Dilma
Rousseff returned to office in a move unpopular
with international investors. Rousseff’s reelection is also potentially bad news for
Australian sugar producers, as it’s likely a
weakening of Brazil’s currency is imminent,
effectively lowering the sugar giant’s cost of
production going forward. Also, expectations of
an early harvest finish in Brazil have proven to
be unfounded.
QSL remains somewhat bearish in its short
outlook for raw sugar prices, with stronger
prices not expected now until at least the
second and third quarters of 2015, when a
tighter global supply balance is expected to
come into play.
Currency
Similarly, there has not been too much
movement on the currency front, with the
Australian dollar trading between $US0.86c
and $US0.89c, as inconsistent local and
international data continues to frustrate
market participants.
Since falling back below 90 US cents, the
Australian dollar now more accurately reflects
our terms of trade and interest rate differential
to many of our trading partners. Accordingly,
we see more sideways consolidation likely in
currency markets in the short term. Further
falls in the $A are not likely until the market
sees more evidence of the US economic
recovery.
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Pricing information
2014 Season Advances & Payments
as at 7 October 2014
$/tonne IPS
Initial *
21 August 14*
23 October 14
18 December 14
22 January 15
19 February 15
19 March 15
23 April 15
21 May 15
25 June 15
Final Payment

% estimated
return

$249
$275
$290
$311
$324
$334
$354
$375
$385
$395
$405

Market reports
available for members
Exclusive to CANEGROWERS members a free market
information service is available.
This service includes:

80.0%
82.5%
87.5%
92.5%
95.0%
97.5%
100%

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.



A specially commissioned fortnightly CANEGROWERS
Market Report prepared for CANEGROWERS by
Czarnikow Ltd.



The daily sugar and currency market analysis In the
Raw, prepared by Warren Males.



The LMC quarterly Sugar Price Forecasting Service.

For more information and to subscribe to the service click
here.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 31 October 2014
Gross
2014 Season
2015 Season

$387
$448

$/Tonne IPS
Net
$367
$428

2016 Season

$476

$456

2017 Season

$475

$455

Estimated QSL 2014 Pool Prices
As at 10 October 2014
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS
QSL Harvest Pool

$410

QSL Discretionary Pool

$430

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$433

QSL Growth Pool

$431

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$425

QSL US Quota Pool

$592

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$421

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015

$448

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015

$447

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016

$460

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.
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QFF &
NFF
Updates
CANEGROWERS

is an active
member of
National Farmers’
Federation (NFF)
and Queensland
Farmers
Federation
(QFF) , a
partnership
through which we
have been able to
concentrate and
leverage
influence in areas
of importance to
the cane
industry. As part
of a range of
services, NFF &
QFF provides a
range of
information,
including weekly
cross-commodity
updates.

GOVERNMENT RELEASES GREEN PAPER ON
AG COMPETITIVENESS
AGRICULTURE Minister Barnaby Joyce has released the Green Paper on Agricultural
Competitiveness, marking a milestone in the Federal Government’s plans for growth and improved
profitability for the farm sector. Along with about 700 other industry groups and individuals, QFF
provided written and face-to-face feedback ahead of the formation of this Green Paper, outlining
specific policy issues and concerns for our members regarding the competitiveness of Queensland
agricultural industries. The Green Paper attempts to summarise the vast catalogue of submissions
from stakeholders by outlining opportunities for policy change and improvement, as well as outlining
the Federal Government’s nine principles for agriculture policy. It does not (and nor does it intend to)
spell out specific government policy, but instead suggests ideas that could be adopted in the future.
The Green Paper also outlines some of the current work of the government around areas such as
drought, infrastructure, water, foreign investment, and market development. It will be followed by a
more specific White Paper that should outline exactly what the government would do to progress its
principles. QFF supports the nine policy principles that the Green Paper has set out and sees that
they have the potential to be useful starting points to frame positive policies for farmers. The full list
of principles is available within the Green Paper at www.agriculturalcompetitiveness.dpmc.gov.au
and include issues such as ‘promoting access to key export markets’ , ‘supporting strong and vibrant
regional communities’, ‘increasing returns at the farm gate’, plus several others.
Farmers will be looking for the final White Paper to detail specific policies to build on the nine policy
principles. This means that the Paper will require a serious budgetary commitment together with
targets for growth and benchmarks for measuring success. You can hear QFF CEO Dan Galligan’s
interview with the Country Hour here.

NEWGATE REPORT LOOKS AT FUTURE OF
FARM ADVOCACY
THE National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) has released a report on the future of farm advocacy that it
commissioned by Newgate Communications. The Newgate report follows another report that was
released by the Australian Farm Institute last year. Newgate conducted both quantitative and
qualitative research for its report, which details farmer opinions on farm advocacy and also sets out
some options for improving the current model of farm representation and making it more efficient.
QFF CEO Dan Galligan spoke to the ABC Country Hour’s Craig Zonca about the report here. QFF
understands and supports the needs to ensure there is unified farm representation that is easily
understandable by both farmers and the general public, which is something that is not being
optimally achieved under the current model. As the process moves forward, the review needs to
consult widely with all farmers and industry groups, including those outside of the NFF membership.
The report highlights a number of well-known challenges facing agricultural industry groups, but the
solutions are less clear. It is also important that the process does not confuse the need for reform
with the parallel need of ensuring that a national representative body is adequately funded.

WHAT VET
NEED?

SKILLS

DOES

AGRICULTURE

THE Queensland Government is now seeking direct industry input into how it invests in vocational
education and training (VET). Last year it established the Ministerial Industry Commission (MIC) to
engage with industry to get better information on training needs. Stakeholders in rural and related
industries have come together to facilitate this through a loose arrangement known as the
Queensland Agriculture Training Partnership (QATP) and QFF is acting as the lead agency to gather
industry data and intelligence. For this first year, the MIC is seeking data on industry skills and
occupational priorities and gaps in delivery of those training needs. This data and intelligence needs
to be urgently compiled and delivered to the MIC by 30 November, so it is important Agriculture
sector employers and industry representatives respond to the survey developed to collect standard
industry shills information. QFF is engaging a consultant to conduct the survey interviews over the
next three weeks. Information about this process can be viewed at this site. Any queries on the
Agriculture input please contact Peter Perkins.
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VIDEO SHOWS WORK OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
PROGRAM
THE University of Queensland has prepared a short video explaining its Community Engagement Program, featuring QFF CEO
Dan Galligan. The UQCEP partners students with not for profits to undertake activities that provide valuable experience for the
students and equally valuable outcomes for the organisation. QFF worked with the UQCEP on three projects in 2014. See the
video here.

HOTLINE FOR FARM TARIFFS
FARMERS and industry representatives are reminded that Ergon Energy has a hotline number that farmers can call to access
tariff information. Farmers can speak to Ergon by calling 1300 135 210 and receive information on ensuring they are using the
best tariff for their situation. It follows Ergon recently posting 3000 letters to farmers whom they had identified as achieving better
outcomes by switching to a different tariff. There were 885 responses to the letter and about 70 people switched
tariffs.

REEF 2050 LONG-TERM SUSTAINABILITY PLAN
COMMENTS are now being sought on managing and protecting the Great Barrier Reef for the next 35 years. You are invited to
have your say on the Reef 2050 Long-Term Sustainability Plan—the overarching framework for managing the Reef from 2015 to
2050. The Plan has been developed by the Australian and Queensland governments in close consultation with partners including
the resources, ports, tourism, fishing, agriculture, Indigenous, local government, research and conservation sectors.
Development of the Plan has also been informed by public submissions received as part of the Australian and Queensland
governments’ comprehensive strategic assessment process. Visit the Department of the Environment website to download the
Reef 2050 Long-Term Sustainability Plan, and make a submission online. If you have any queries, please email
GBRlongtermplan@environment.gov.au.

NFF 2014 Congress
The NFF 2014 National Congress was held in Canberra this week, with more than 300 farmers, agribusinesses and government
representatives in attendance. Delegates heard from over 50 speakers and panellists, including the Minister for Agriculture, the
Opposition Leader, key parliamentarians, and industry experts, among many other others.
Keynote speeches delivered by the Minister for Agriculture and the Opposition Leader are available here. Speaker presentations,
photos and news stories regarding Congress will be available on the website in the near future.

Ag Green Paper
At this week’s Congress, the Minister for Agriculture, the Hon. Barnaby Joyce MP, officially launched the Government’s
Agricultural Competitiveness Green Paper. The NFF strongly welcomed the release of the Green Paper, noting the Minister’s
efforts in guiding the development of a strong vision for the farm and agribusiness sectors.
The Green Paper identifies nine policy principles, including greater returns to the farm gate, a secure future for family farms,
infrastructure for the 21st century and a stronger voice for Australian farmers.
Building on many of the NFF’s policy priorities, the Green Paper made particular reference to competition policy, support for
drought-affected farmers, greater access to labour, reform of coastal shipping and remove unnecessary regulation in work health
and safety laws.
The NFF will be making a submission to the Green Paper. Submissions are open online until 12 December, 2014. For more
information, or to provide feedback, please contact the NFF’s relevant policy manager: Tony Mahar, David McKeon, Sarah
McKinnon and Jack Knowles.

Modern Awards Review: Update
This week the Fair Work Commission heard submissions about modern award terms that are inconsistent with the National
Employment Standards (NES). The NFF argued before the Commission that employers have the right to refuse to recognise
continuous service in a transfer of business situation. Yet, this right is denied in the Pastoral, Horticulture and Wine Industry
Awards. The NFF is seeking to restore the NES position so that this remains a matter of choice for Australian farmers. For a copy
of our submission, see here.
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Farmers Call for Strong TPP

Waterfind
Burdekin
Haughton WSS
Water Market
Summary

As the next round of Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) negotiations get underway in
Sydney this week, farm and agribusiness groups from Australia, Canada and New
Zealand have called on negotiators to maintain a high level of ambition in the trade
talks, and conclude a comprehensive agreement with equal access for competing
products across the region.
The NFF joined with the Canadian Agri-Food Trade Alliance and the Federated
Farmers of New Zealand to issue the call – remaining committed to the need for a
plurilateral agreement that opened up market opportunities and eliminated tariffs and
other barriers for the participating countries. For more, see our release here.

Apply for Small Exporters Rebate
Small exporters of agricultural commodities are encouraged to apply for a rebate of
50 per cent, up to $5,000, on export registrations charges before 31 October, 2014.
The application process is straightforward and information to help exporters make a
decision about the process is available on the Department of Agriculture’s website
here.

Rabobank F20 Summit
The Rabobank F20 Summit will be held on Thursday, 13 November 2014 in Sydney.
This year’s theme is Global Food Security and is curated a call for action to the real
economy. The Summit will bring together agricultural and the wider supply to discuss
solutions to global food security challenges. For more information, or to register,
please contact Tony Mahar.

Allocations

CANEGROWERS Weather
The CANEGROWERS website features a weather section that by typing in your
postcode will provide you with a seven day forecast for your desired postcode along
with a 12 month rainfall outlook, SOI information and sea surface temperatures. To see
the latest forecast for your postcode click here. The following outlook is for Giru.

Dam Storage

The above information is provided by
Waterfind. The information provided is
of a general nature only and must not
be relied upon in substitution for
professional advice. Waterfind accepts
no responsibility for the accuracy,
completeness or timeliness of any
information provided. For more
information click here.
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Lower Burdekin Landcare Propagation
Workshop
Saturday 6 September
8.00am - 11.30am
Kennedy Street Nursery, Ayr

DATES TO
REMEMBER
CANEGROWERS Burdekin
Melbourne Cup Luncheon,
Tuesday 4 November
12.30pm @
CANEGROWERS Hall,
Home Hill
Lower Burdekin Landcare
Meeting, Tuesday 4
November, 5pm @
Burdekin Shire Council
Inkerman Cane Growers
Organisation AGM,
Thursday 13 November,
4.00pm @
CANEGROWERS Hall,
Home Hill
CANEGROWERS Burdekin
AGM, Thursday 13
November, 5.30pm @
CANEGROWERS Hall,
Home Hill
SRA Industry Training &
Update, Monday 24 –
Tuesday 25 November @
Rydges, 23 Palmer Street,

Townsville

Burdekin Productivity
Services Shed Meetings
Date
Mon 10 Nov
Mon 10 Nov
Tue 11 Nov
Tue 11 Nov
Wed 12 Nov
Thu 13 Nov
Tue 18 Nov
Wed 19 Nov
Wed 19 Nov
Fri 21 Nov
Thu 27 Nov
Thu 27 Nov
Fri 28 Nov
Fri 28 Nov
Mon 1 Dec
Mon 1 Dec
Tue 2 Dec
Wed 3 Dec

Time
8:30
1:00
8:30
1:00
8:30
8:30
1:00
8:30
1:00
8:30
9:30
1:00
8:30
12:00
9:30
1:00

Group
Osbourne/Causeway
Darvenezia/Groper Creek
Inkerman
Down River
Liechhardt
Rita Island
Jarvisfield
Airville
Waterview/Sextons
Airdmillan/Burstalls
Aerodrome/Colvale/Town
Jardine/Mona Park
Selkirk/Haughton
Clare/Mulgrave
Dalbeg
Millaroo

Venue
R Piva
B Santarossa
G Macelroy
N Pitris
P Brotto
SES Shed
Quartermaine
BPS Shed
E Pearce
N Formalin
B Lago
Cy Kovacich
T Pontarelli
Clare Club
Dalbeg Inn
J Cambruzzi

8:30
8:30

Upper Haughton/Stockham Rd
Giru/Shirbourne

Mio
D Polletto

Topics will include:

 Variety Trial Results
 Herbicide Management






Nitrogen trials and information
Local water quality information
Irrigation
Funding opportunities

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

@BurdekinCANE

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd
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Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

PROJECT
& TRAINING
CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Office Open By Appointment
4782 1922

Debra Burden

Regional Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Gary Halliday

SmartCane BMP Facilitator

Published Weekly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:

43 114 632 325

Postal Address: PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
Telephone:

(07) 4790 3600

Facsimile:

(07) 4783 4914

Email:

bdk@canegrowers.com.au

0438 747 596

JP (Qual)

Michelle Andrews

canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.
Disclaimer

JP (Qual)

Tiffany Giardina

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945

FREE
The Legal Guide for
Primary Producers is
available from the Ayr
office.
Drop in today to pick
up a copy.

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

CHAIRS FOR HIRE
CANEGROWERS Hall Home Hill
$10 plus $0.50 per Chair
Plus GST
75 Available
To book please phone

4782 1922

