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Drought Declaration Update

Invites members, partners & friends to
a FREE

“Come as you are”
Melbourne Cup Luncheon
12.30pm
Tuesday 3rd November
CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill
RSVP to 4790 3600 or email
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
for catering purposes
Members are invited to the

Annual General
Meeting
Thursday 5th November 2015
5.30pm
CANEGROWERS Hall,
Home Hill
Followed by BBQ & drinks
Guest Speaker:
Paul Schembri, CANEGROWERS
Qld Chair
RSVP by Tiffany on 47903600 or email
bdk@canegrowers.com.au for catering purposes

72.6%
1 July 2015

65.0%
1 Sep 2015

54.7%
27 Oct 2015

Canegrowers
Burdekin has been pushing for the
Burdekin to be drought declared.
One of the key benefits that irrigators could potentially
receive relates to the “Drought relief from electricity
charges rebate scheme” (click here). If the region is
drought declared there is the potential that irrigators
could be entitled to reimbursement of fixed charge
components of their electricity account, excluding
minimum demand charges.
The recent BBIFMAC Energy Efficiency Project indicates this benefit on Tariff 66
and using some of the common pump sizes in the Burdekin could amount to the
following (inclusive of GST):
7.5kW (10hp) = $264/per annum
18kW (25hp) = $1377/per annum

10kW (14hp)=$529/per annum
22kw (30hp) = $1801/per annum

Other benefits include the Drought Concessional and Recovery Concessional
loans …see separate story on page 3 of this edition of canenews.
Our discussions with the Local Drought Committee indicates the Burdekin Shire
drought status was under review and the Committee would be making a
recommendation to the Minister of Agriculture, Bill Byrne, within the coming
weeks. The Committee is considering the drought status of other Shires at the
same time.
If this process results in the region not being drought declared there remains the
opportunity for growers to apply as an “Individually Droughted Property”.
However our understanding is that this process is mainly focused on properties
that have experienced a significant reduction in production. (Click here)
Continues page 2 1

Drought Declaration Update continued
As at 1 October 2015, 80% of Queensland is drought declared this
represents 32 entire local government areas and three part local
government areas.
A drought declaration is an official
acknowledgment by the government that an area is droughtstricken.
Rainfall in the Burdekin region has been below average to very
much below average for the last three years . A strong El Nino event
has developed in the Pacific over the last six months and is likely to
persist until autumn next year when most climate models are
suggesting the system will weaken. This climate pattern would
generally reduce the likelihood of an above average wet season
occurring in the Burdekin. The number of cyclones expected to
impact on the Queensland coast this season is also reduced.
Summer rainfall outlook (Nov-Mar 2015/16)
As at 1 October 2015, DSITI’s updated long-lead outlook for the
coming summer (November to March 2015/16) continues to indicate
a lower than normal probability of exceeding median rainfall for most
of Queensland, based on the evolving sea surface temperature
pattern across the Pacific. A final assessment of rainfall probabilities
for summer will be made in November.
It should be noted that:



The current long-lead outlook is based on extra-tropical and
central equatorial Pacific Ocean SST anomalies, and factors in
the most recent ENSO developments.



The current El Niño pattern is likely to persist over summer
(November to March).



An increased risk of below-median rainfall for Queensland
means that there is also a low probability of widespread droughtbreaking rainfall. However, this does not rule out the possibility
of localised high rainfall events or mean that below-median
rainfall will occur throughout all of the state.

The Bureau of Meteorology provides advice on the tropical
cyclone season (November to April). As at 12 October, the
Bureau advises that, “While El Niño is typically associated with
fewer cyclones and a later start to the season, there has never
been a cyclone season without at least one tropical cyclone
crossing the Australia coast” (see 12 October 2015-16
Newsroom release ).
Click here for the October monthly climate statement from
Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation.
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Applications for drought concessional loans
available in Queensland

The 2015-16 application rounds for Drought Concessional Loan and Drought Recovery Concessional Loan are now open.
With concessional interest rates currently at 3.05 per cent for Drought Concessional Loans and 2.71 per cent for Drought
Recovery Concessional Loans, these loan facilities represent the cheapest finance available to drought-affected farmers.
Drought Concessional Loans are available for an interest-only term of five years, while Drought Recovery Concessional Loans are
available for 10 years with interest-only repayments available for the first five years.
Drought Concessional Loans Scheme:



Loans are for eligible farm businesses for the purposes of restructuring existing eligible debt (including a Farm Finance
Concessional Loan), providing new debt for operating expenses or drought recovery and preparedness activities, or a
combination of these.







Loan amounts will be up to 50% of total eligible debt to a maximum of $1 million.
The variable concessional interest rate is currently set at 3.05% (from August 2015).
Maximum loan term of five years.
Interest only payments available for the loan term.
The farm business must repay or refinance the remaining loan balance at the end of the loan term.

Drought Recovery Concessional Loans Scheme:








Loans are for eligible farm businesses for the purposes of planting and restocking.
Loan amounts will be up to 50% of total eligible debt to a maximum of $1 million.
The variable concessional interest rate is currently set at 2.71% (from August 2015).
Maximum loan terms of ten years apply, with interest only repayments for the first five years.
Principal and interest repayments apply from years six to ten of the loan, calculated on the basis of a 10-year loan term.
Refinance or repayment is required by the end of the loan term.

Scheme guidelines, application forms and Rainfall Deficiency Reports can be sourced at available at www.qraa.qld.gov.au.
Farm businesses are strongly urged not to self-assess. QRAA Client Liaison Officers are available to meet on-farm to discuss
eligibility requirements, loan guidelines and the application process.
For further information, or to book an appointment with a Client Liaison Officer contact QRAA on Freecall 1800 623 946.

CANEGROWERS weather

GIRU

The CANEGROWERS website features a weather section that by typing in your postcode will provide you with a seven day
forecast for your desired postcode along with a 12 month rainfall outlook, SOI information and sea surface temperatures. To see
the latest forecast for your postcode click here. This outlook is for Giru.
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Crush statistics

CROP CRUSHED TO DATE

7,568,945
tonnes

92%

Week 20 as at 24/10/2015

estimate
8,250,000

The
estimate
has been
revised
down
20,000
tonnes

4

Clare Solar Farm gets the
green light
Deputy Premier Jacky Trad made the decision on 28 August 2015 to
exercise her ministerial power and call in the development application for the
proposed 238 ha solar farm at Clare.
The Minister has now announced (click here) that she has decided to
approve the application even though it conflicts with parts of the Burdekin
Shire IPA Plan. The IPA Plan stresses “the protection of Good Quality
Agriculture Land from conflicting forms of development and land use
activities”.
Two of the reasons given for the approval included: the
Queensland Government’s commitment to increasing renewable energy
sources by 2020 and the provision of up to 200 jobs during construction and
5 ongoing operational jobs. A condition of the approval was that the
approved use is limited to 30 years and after decommissioning the site is to
be returned as far as practical to its pre-development condition.
Following members request in August, Canegrowers Burdekin submitted an
objection (click here) to the proposed farm on the basis that the land on
which the farm would be located was good quality agricultural land and
expressed our concern about the loss of such lands to uses other
an agriculture. We stressed that although we supported solar energy
development we felt this project was better suited to lands other an good
quality agricultural land. There is no right to appeal this decision.

MEDIA RELEASE

Mayor welcomes
Ministerial approval of
Clare Solar Farm

The Burdekin Shire Council has welcomed the Minister’s approval of a solar
farm at Clare. Deputy Premier, Minister for Infrastructure, Local Government
and Planning, Jackie Trad advised Council of her decision yesterday. This is
a significant step towards the project being constructed on Shadforth Road,
Clare.
Burdekin Shire Mayor Bill Lowis said the approval was a breakthrough for
Council’s focus on economic development.
“This is great news for us and supports Council’s decision to approve the
project,” he said. “Now the Minister has approved the project, it is up to the
proponents, FRV, to move it forward.”
Cr Lowis believes this is the first of many new investments to be made in the
Burdekin. “These are exciting times for our region and our Council team is
working hard to ensure this, and other proposals, are handled in an efficient
manner,” he said.
“Our Council is all for growing the Burdekin and diversification is one way to
ensure a sustainable economy.
“The environmental benefits of this
particular project will not only help the Burdekin, but also the state, through
the supply of green energy directly to the state electricity grid.
“The proposed solar farm has the potential to power 65,000 homes and will
give the Burdekin a clean, green energy source.”
The 340-hectare Clare Solar Farm project will be one of the largest in
Australia and employ up to 200 people during its construction.

But does the Solar
Farm actually stack
up as a benefit to
the Burdekin
economy?

We read with interest the Council’s support of
the solar farm and various comments about this
being an opportunity to ensure a sustainable
economy for our region.
Much has been made about the proposed 200
construction jobs and the ongoing proposed 5
operational jobs for the next 30 years.
We are of the view what once the solar farm is
constructed that it will contribute very little
revenue to this region.
There has been some mention that the solar
farm will lower the cost of electricity. This
would be greatly welcomed but we cannot see
how this will occur under the current
environment given the solar farm is being
located on this particular prime agricultural land
due to its proximity to the Clare substation. This means the power will be directly
exported to the grid and we will all continue to
be charged the standard electricity tariffs.
We wonder if Council know something we have
missed as they weighed up the proposed
benefits from the Solar Farm against the loss to
the local economy of a 25,000 tonne cane
farm?
A cane farm of this size will generate revenue
of around $1m per annum (based on 25,000 *
$40 per tonne of cane). The vast majority of
this revenue would be spent in this region to
cover the cost of production. A recent ABARES
survey indicated that the cost of production is
around $33 per tonne. So the region will miss
out on annual revenue of at least
$825,000 (25,000 * $33). Plus we assume the
new leasee will require the land to be
reclassified for general rates as it is currently
bearing one of the highest general rate
allocations being Category D Sugar Cane. We
assume the new classification will be Category
B Commercial and Industry which is one of the
cheapest categories. We estimate Council will
miss out on around $30,000 per annum in
General Rates.
Over 30 years if everything
remained equal this 25,000 tonne cane farm
would of contributed revenue to the Burdekin
region of $25m and the Council would have
received an extra $900,000 in General Rates.
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Ergon’s revenue gouging proposal trimmed, but
will not reverse electricity “death spiral”

While disappointed in a decision which will allow Ergon to collect an additional $216.3 million revenue more than foreshadowed in
its draft electricity determination, CANEGROWERS welcomes the decision by the Australian Energy Regulator (AER) to trim
Ergon’s unrealistic and unreasonable revenue gouging proposal by 19.3%.
“Electricity prices in Queensland are simply too high,” says CANEGROWERS Chairman, Paul Schembri. “The AER decision
should help slow the rate of growth in electricity prices, but it does nothing to reduce them.”
Reducing Queensland’s electricity prices has been front and centre of calls by a wall of key Queensland industries, which have
been carrying dire warnings about the impact of this strategy, which appear to have gone unheeded. Peak sugarcane group,
CANEGROWERS, is a loud voice in a veritable and growing sea of voices, warning that the astronomical hikes for electricity in
rural Queensland are crippling the State’s agricultural production capacity.
“Unjustifiably high electricity is crippling the ability of thousands of irrigated farmers to afford to run pumps to water thirsty
crops. For these farmers, fairly priced electricity is essential to be able produce their best crop for Queensland. As their crops
wither so does their profit and the profit of our State.”
CANEGROWERS has also expressed its clear disappointment that the AER has barely trimmed Ergon’s capital and operational
expenditure proposals. The grower group says the AER has given the networks what they asked for in their revised revenue
proposals, increasing expenditure despite falling electricity consumption.
“The AER’s decision will mean that Queensland’s electricity providers will continue to deliver extraordinary profits despite being
amongst the least efficient distributors in Australia and indeed the world,” says Mr Schembri.
“The government-owned monopoly energy supplier for rural Queensland makes record profits of close to $1B ($991M BT and
$696M AT), whilst our cane farmers struggle to make a 1% return.
“Ergon has reported record Returns on Assets of 11.6% and on Returns on Average Equity of 29.5% whilst our State
Government has expropriated record dividends of $1.9B.
“If something drastic is not done to lower the price of electricity urgently, irrigated crops in Queensland will cease to exist.”
CANEGROWERS says that to add insult to injury, its growers are actually located in areas where Ergon has significant surplus
capacity; that it is not the irrigators driving Ergon’s costs higher. The group is working on a tariff structure proposal that reflects
this reality and will produce more realistic electricity tariffs for irrigators.
Heartening, according to CANEGROWERS, was the stern warning from the Queensland Government that they will direct
Energex and Ergon to lock in this outcome, and not appeal the AER decision.
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Inkerman Lime & Gypsum
In critical times like now, between low prices, droughts, high
electricity costs, high water charges, YCS, and everything else
that gets thrown at farmers; it is now more important than ever
to keep the health of your soil at its optimum, so you can keep
productivity at its maximum. I know this too well, as I am a
farmer myself, with experience and interests in sugar cane,
small crops, heavy produce, mangoes, broad acre crops, and
forestry.

With all this in mind, can you afford not to use our
products?
Don’t sell yourself short! “Remember it pays, not costs,
to use our products.” If you can’t make money due to low
prices and all the above, the next best thing is to increase
productivity, or at least keep the productivity up as high as you
can. Keeping your soil in tip top condition is the best medicine
for those bigger production figures that will in turn result in a
much higher return. Without soil health you can feed your
crops all sorts of vitamins and minerals but will lack the
response that you will achieve by having the soil in optimum
health.

Let’s talk about input costs
In times of ever increasing costs of inputs and no letting down,
we at Inkerman Lime & Gypsum are proud to advise that
we have made some internal changes and a restructuring of
our business operations by purchasing our own heavy vehicles
for road transport, so we could reduce our product costs and in
turn pass on savings to the customer. In doing so, we created
extra jobs for our community, a win win for everyone.
We all should be asking other businesses who directly or
indirectly benefit from farmers in this region, to help farmers in
tough times to at least try to follow suit and reduce prices
wherever they can. This is my challenge to other local business
owners, “If I can, you can!”
I would also like to advise that a new crushing plant has
ensured a very finely ground product which is important for a
faster reaction in the soils. For those farmers who have their
own spreaders, we can do you a good deal on bulk deliveries.
“If things are a bit tight for you speak to us about a payment
plan.”

Please call Joe, Rosetta & Robert
for details on prices.

The above is a paid advertisement
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Industry news
Pioneer loco
ready for
makeover

SRA welcomes new Chairman
and Board members at AGM
Sugar Research Australia (SRA) has announced new appointments to its Board
following its annual general meeting (AGM) earlier today in Brisbane.
Following the retirement of Mr Paul Wright AM from the position of Chairman, Dr
Ron Swindells has now been appointed Chairman. Dr Swindells has been a Board
member of SRA since its creation in 2013 and brings to the position a long
experience with the sugar industry, with a particular emphasis on sugar milling.
He has held senior roles in the industry including as CEO of Mackay Sugar for 10
years and as Manager of Millaquin Mill and Bundaberg Refinery for Bundaberg
Sugar Company.
Two new Board members have been appointed to vacant positions on the SRA
Board. These are Dr Guy Roth and Mr Ian Sampson.
Dr Roth has worked for 25 years as an agronomist, scientist, research manager,
policy advisor and educator in agriculture. He currently runs his own research and
development agribusiness in Narrabri, NSW, and an irrigated horticultural farming
business at Mudgee. He was formerly CEO of the Cotton Catchment Communities
Cooperative Research Centre.
Mr Ian Sampson is a non-executive director of a public health insurance company,
chairs a committee for the Board of an energy retailer, chairs a syndicate of the
CEO Institute and is an executive director of a private company.

The
Burdekin’s
original
Pioneer
locomotive will be given a new lease on
life in 2016 to coincide with its 120th
birthday.
The old 10-ton coal-fired Hunslet loco was
relocated from a nearby farm to the
Burdekin Machinery Preservationists’
workshop in Brandon yesterday, where it
will be restored.
The group has applied for a grant to cover
the costs of the restoration, which is
expected to start next year.

He was a director of the Sugar Research Development Corporation (SRDC) and a
range of other companies and organisations in the for-profit and not-for-profit
sectors. Mr Sampson was chair of the SRDC Audit and Risk Committee for three
years.
Current Board member Dr Ian Johnsson was re-elected at today’s AGM.
They join the current Board members Dr Helen Garnett, Mr Mike Gilmour, and Mr
Steve Guazzo.
SRA CEO Neil Fisher welcomed the new Chairman and Board appointments and
said that the Board would continue to focus on the needs of investors.
“The Board provides vital leadership in continuing to see SRA set a high benchmark
as a world-leading agricultural research institution,” Mr Fisher said. “SRA is
committed to delivering valued solutions for a growing Australian sugarcane
industry.”

Wilmar Sugar and North Queensland
Hardfacing assisted with the loco's
relocation.
Bought in 1896, Pioneer was the second
locomotive purchased for Pioneer Mill,
only preceded by a loco referred to in
records as ‘Old Mary Ann’.
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You could receive up to
$500k for reducing nitrogen
run-off
Introducing the Reef Tender

•

The Reef Trust Tender - Burdekin is a great opportunity for
sugarcane growers to access funding of up to $500,000 dollars
to assist with nutrient and irrigation management practice
change that will make their operations more sustainability and
reduce nitrogen run-off to the Great Barrier Reef.

have submitted their Tender or postmarked their hard copy
Tender,
before
2pm
[AEST]
18 February 2016; and

•

be a Legal Entity, such as:

NQ Dry Tropics and its project partners see this as a great
opportunity to continue the good work that the Burdekin Cane
Industry has already achieved in improving water quality
flowing to the Great Barrier Reef.

–

an individual (Australian citizen or permanent resident
only);

–

a partnership where each of the partners are legal
entities

–

a company;

–

a legally incorporated organisation; or

–

a body corporate.

The Project is intended to run from 2015 - 2018. This Project is
voluntary and up to $2.5 million (GST exclusive) is available for
grants awarded through one Competitive Tender round.
Growers have the flexibility to choose which farming practice
changes to make to improve nutrient management practices,
and how much they need to be paid in order to carry these
changes out

Records

The Burdekin Tender is delivered in partnership with NQ Dry
Tropics and trusted partner organisations Burdekin Productivity
Services (BPS), Farmacist, Burdekin Bowen Integrated
Floodplain Management Advisory Committee (BBIFMAC) and
Agritech Solutions.

How do you apply?

How the Tender Works

Cane growers submitting a tender will need to provide
evidence of nitrogen usage for the previous three years.
Please consult with NQ Dry Tropics if you feel you may have
difficulty doing this.

The expressions of interest period runs from 30 October 2015
to 3 December 2015. You need to register your interest online
by 2 pm EDST 3 December 2015

There are two stages to this Project:

Only Applicants who register their expression of interest will be
eligible to lodge a Tender.

1.

an Expression of Interest stage for sugar cane farmers to
register their interest; and

Tender Application

2.

the Reverse Auction where sugar cane farmers submit
Tenders seeking funding to improve their nitrogen and
irrigation management practices.

NQ Dry Tropics and its partner organisations will be on hand to
assist sugarcane growers throughout both the expression of
interest and tender submission stages.
Tenders will be evaluated based on value for money in
improving nitrogen fertiliser management and improving
irrigation management practices.
To be eligible for the Project, sugar cane farmers must register
their interest through the Expression of Interest stage before
2pm (AEST) on 03 December 2015.
To be considered for funding, Tenders must be submitted
before 2pm [AEST] on 18 February 2016.

A Tender application process will follow the expression of
interest stage. Sugarcane farmers who have expressed
interest and chosen to participate further will need to complete
an online application form. Applications are open from 07
December 2015. When the competitive tender opens, the online
Tender
form
can
be
accessed
at:
www.environment.gov.au/reef-trust-tender.
The tender application requires information about your baseline
and proposed nitrogen application rates, current and historical
sugarcane yields, farm management practices. A nutrient
management calculator will be available online to help
applicants tailor the application rates for their farm. If you don’t
have internet access,
Successful Applicants
Successful Applicants will be invited to enter into a Grant
Contract. Grant funding is intended to be paid in the following
installments:

Who can apply?
To be eligible for funding the Applicant must:
•

be the owner or occupier of a sugar cane farm/s within the
Burdekin

•

have the authority to make decisions about
management of the sugar cane crops on the farm/s;

•

declare that they do not have an overdue final report and/or
acquittal for a previous Department of the Environment
grant, for example: Reef Programme and/or Biodiversity
Community Landcare Grants;

•

have registered their Expression of Interest before 2pm
(AEST) on 03 December 2015 and received an Expression
of Interest receipt number;

the



20% of the Tender Price at commencement of Grant
Contract (financial year 2015/2016)



40% of the Tender in financial year 2016/2017, and



40% of the Tender in financial year 2017/2018.

Contact
You can contact NQ Dry Tropics NRM or BBIFMAC to help you
register interest and submit a Tender application
burdekintender@nqdrytropics.com.au
Or call NQ Dry Tropics on 1800 504 699. For more information
go to http://www.nqdrytropics.com.au/reef-trust-tender/
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers
For the week ending 26 October 2015

Marketing
 CANEGROWERS met with Katter Australia Party (KAP) staff regarding the development of amendments to the KAP Bill.
 CANEGROWERS responded to a request for further information from the Queensland Productivity Commission (QPC) in



relation to their preparation of a regulatory impact statement for the KAP Bill and separately met with Mr Kim Wood,
Commissioner Queensland Productivity Commission (QPC).
The Queensland Productivity Commission (QPC) interim report on the Katter Bill is expected to be released on Monday.

Electricity
 CANEGROWERS met with KAP staff to build support for a proactive electricity policy that waives fixed charges during an El
Niño weather pattern.



CANEGROWERS presented the case for the introduction of a suite of electricity tariffs for food and fibre production to the
QPC Commissioner and Executive Director.

Trade
 CANEGROWERS is working closely with Minister Robb’s office making preparations for the forthcoming Ministerial and


industry visit to Indonesia.
CANEGROWERS is leading the Australian Sugar Industry Alliance (ASA) Trade Committee’s critical review of the industry’s
trade and market access activities in light of the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP).

Water
 The latest Water Bill makes very minimal changes to the Chapters 2 and 3 of last year’s Act. The Bill will be reviewed by a
Parliamentary Committee process prior to its consideration by Parliament.



The Department of Energy and Water Supply (DEWS) plans to commence its Cabinet briefing process so that it can be in a
position to begin a bulk water pricing process to be conducted by the Queensland Competition Authority (QCA) early in the
new year, with a view to have a QCA bulk water price path determined by early 2017.



With the approach to Location Management Arrangements (LMA) not yet settled, the pricing of channel irrigation schemes is
less clear.

PHA
 CANEGROWERS joined a teleconference on the upcoming Annual General Meeting and Industry Forum for Plant Health
Australia.
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Pricing information
2015 Season Advances & Payments
as at 9 October 2015
$/tonne IPS
Initial *
20 August 15*
22 October 15*
17 December 15
21 January 16
18 February 16
17 March 16
21 April 16
19 May 16
23 June 16
Final Payment

% estimated
return

$227
$243
$266
$285
$293
$302
$311
$321
$330
$348
$367

80.0%
82.5%
85.0%
87.5%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

Waterfind Burdekin
Haughton WSS Water
Market Summary
As at 26 October 2015

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

Allocations

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 30 October 2015
Gross

$/Tonne IPS
Net

2015 Season
2016 Season

$437
$443

$417
$423

2017 Season

$446

$426

Estimated QSL 2015 Pool Prices
As at 16 October 2015
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS
QSL Harvest Pool

$376

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$400

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$406

QSL US Quota Pool

$699

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015

$431

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015

$442

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2016

$435

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016

$445

Dam Storage

The above information is provided by Waterfind.
The
information provided is of a general nature only and must not
be relied upon in substitution for professional advice.
Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy,
completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For
more information click here.

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.
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Smartcane update
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
CANEGROWERS
Burdekin Melbourne Cup
Luncheon, Tuesday 3rd
November, 12.30pm @
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street Home
Hill
Inkerman Cane Growers
AGM, Thursday 5
November, 4.30pm @
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street Home
Hill
CANEGROWERS
Burdekin AGM,
Thursday 5 November,
5.30pm @
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street Home
Hill
Sugar Industry Calendar
Click here

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

@BurdekinCANE

Landcare Meeting
Tuesday 3rd November
5.00pm
John Hy Peake Room
Burdekin Shire Council

Would you like to advertise in canenews?
Email bdk@canegrowers.com.au
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd

to receive more information
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QFF &
NFF
Updates

QFF 10 things to know
1.

QFF & Agforce have welcomed a State Government investigation into rural finance. See joint
statement HERE

2.

QFF & Agforce have called on Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull to fix mobile black spots hurting
rural Queensland by implementing the recommendations of the 2015 Regional
Telecommunications Review. Combined statement HERE

3.

QFF's research into Rural Panning has put together a toolkit resolving 'Resource activities on
agricultural land'. Download HERE

4.

See outgoing QFF President Joanne Grainger's final QCL column 'Reflecting on the state of
Australian agriculture'.

5.

QFF industry member the Queensland United Egg Producers' national peak body, Egg Farmers
of Australia has reaffirmed its unity on a definition for free-range in response to the Consultation
Regulation Impact Statement on Free Range egg labelling (RIS).

6.

QFF industry member Growcom has launched the 'Live well, farm well' guide to introducing a
workplace wellness program on your farm. Download HERE.

7.

See QFF's Energy Savers Plus free webinar video on Financing Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy Projects for tips to assist your business.

8.

The China-Australia free trade agreement looks set to come into force before the end of the
year after a compromise deal was finally struck between the federal government and
opposition.

9.

The ATO is reminding farming business owners that employ 19 or fewer employees (small
businesses) they need to pay their superannuation obligations via SuperStream. Employer
checklist & step-by-step guide HERE

CANEGROWERS

is an active
member of
National Farmers’
Federation (NFF)
and Queensland
Farmers
Federation
(QFF) , a
partnership
through which we
have been able to
concentrate and
leverage
influence in areas
of importance to
the cane
industry. As part
of a range of
services, NFF &
QFF provides a
range of
information,
including weekly
cross-commodity
updates.

10. The ACCC are working to ensure a successful Food and Grocery Code of Conduct by
addressing the imbalance in bargaining power that exists between suppliers and larger grocery
retailers.
China-Australia Free Trade Agreement
The National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) has welcomed the restoration of bipartisan support for the
China-Australia Free Trade Agreement, which will see the deal ratified by Parliament and provide a
double tariff cut to Australian farmers.
After months of advocacy and media efforts by the NFF family, we are relieved that politics have
been put aside in the interests of Australia’s economic future. Leading up to this, the NFF launched
a multi-faceted campaign to increase community awareness and support for the agreement,
countering union claims that the deal will cost Australian jobs.
The NFF has maintained that the China FTA will create more jobs for Australians, on the back of
increased food and fibre exports and the positive flow-on effects to rural and regional communities.
Going forward, we look forward to a swift passage of the enabling legislation through Parliament.
For more, see our release here.
Regional Telecommunications Review
A report from the Regional Telecommunications Review tabled in Parliament last week supports
the NFF’s call for improved connectivity in regional, rural and remote Australia. The review
highlights that despite ongoing investment, rural areas are continuing to fall well behind on
quality, reliability and affordability telecommunications.
The report points to the Interim Satellite Service offered by NBN Co as a standout failure, which
for many users has seen the service halt due to unexpected demand. The report also highlights
that without limitations placed on usage, the Long Term Satellite Service could be similarly
constrained within a matter of years.
The report also makes recommendations on Universal Service Obligation reform to reflect
customers’ reliance on data, as well as voice services. Quality and reliability of data connections
are now equally important as copper-based voice services. In the context of the NBN rollout, it
makes sense to look at how the industry levy can best support the services rural Australia
needs.
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Disclaimer
In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.
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