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Deputy Premier pays the region a visit

Deputy Premier Hon Jeff Seeney Minister for State Development, Infrastructure and Planning paid a visit to the Burdekin on
Thursday 2nd October.
Minister Seeney, who was sporting a black eye thanks to a run in with a cricket ball, spoke about the process to transition the
BRIA irrigation system from SunWater to Local Management and on the yet to be resolved issue around the separation
payments.
The Minister as the Chair of the Agricultural Cabinet Committee which is conducting the inquiry into Wilmar exiting QSL and
whether the Sugar Industry Act can be amended to preserve growers’ rights to choose where their economic interest sugar is
marketed advised “We are all of the opinion that something needs to be done”.
Mayor Lowis acknowledged the Government’s contribution of funding from the Royalties for the Regions to build the cyclone
shelter at Ayr Showground and for the upgrade for the drainage system at Home Hill. Minister Seeney acknowledged that
$495m has been allocated to regions over the four years up to 30 June 2016 with the majority of funds focused on new and
upgraded community infrastructure, roads and flood mitigation projects. There is a further $200m available under this program
over the coming 12 mths.
Minister Seeney provided a brief update on the RegionsQ Framework which has a key focus on the development of regional
Queensland.
In regards to electricity in an informal group discussion following the official presentation the Minister advised that in the coming
years the goal is for the large increases in electricity prices to cease and provided an example of once the locked in 5 year price
path has been completed (will occur within 18 mths) that the current Weighted Average Cost of Capital (WACC) could reduce by
3% (it is currently around 9.5%) and this should result in a reduction in the cost of electricity for consumers.

Owen Menkens, Wayne Smith, Rosemary Menkens MP, Deputy Premier Hon Jeff Seeney, Debra Burden, Michael Hoey,
Stuart McCubben & Mark Castelanelli
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Latest harvest management meeting
Tuesday’s meeting which was held at the Inkerman Mill meeting room was attended by Manager Wayne Smith and Director Sib
Torrisi.
The meeting commenced with a short presentation from Senior Sergeant Steve Barton Officer in Charge at Ayr Police Station.
Snr Sgt Barton confirmed the arrangements for the issuing of over dimension permits changed in February; permits are no longer
issued by the Qld Police Service and are available online through The National Heavy Vehicle Regulator.
He also mentioned the high rate of unlawful use of vehicles in the Burdekin and that some of these may have been avoided as
vehicles and keys have been left unlocked or unsecured. Growers and employees are reminded to ensure keys to any vehicles
are secured and not left easily accessible eg. under the floor mats. The level of thefts from farms was also mentioned and the
success of convictions where evidence using security cameras had been available.
The activity and the increase in fatal accidents involving quad bikes on farms and road reserves also was raised and discussed in
the meeting.
Safety Incidents:
There were several incidents reported at the meeting.
Billets dropping from the very full bin of a haul out truck whilst operating on the highway has been reported.
An empty Kalamia bin was snatched from the siding by some idiots using a motor vehicle. The bin was then towed some twenty
kilometres occasionally colliding with cane rail infrastructure resulting in damage to signage and traffic lights.
There was also reports of bins dropping off a haul out truck whilst the loco was shunting at a Kalamia siding; an encounter with
empty bins by a driver whilst loading bins on to the haul out truck and a loco that hit several cattle on the line near Landers Creek.
There were several instances mentioned of sidings that haven’t been cleaned of accumulated billets and the potential risks and
problems that can arise from this. Growers are reminded of their responsibility under the cane supply agreements to attend to the
cleaning of sidings as required.
Mill Operations:
Cleaning intermissions scheduled over the next week Invicta B side Tuesday 7 th Oct and A side Thursday 9th Oct.
An issue with the weighbridge at Invicta last week had been successfully resolved and the necessary adjustments had been
calculated and applied where required.
Invicta and Pioneer are still experiencing tight cane supply due to the weather interruptions from last week with elevated dirt levels
that were evident pre and post last week’s rain which is limiting crushing rates.
Invicta had an ash sluice choke on Tuesday morning (day of meeting) and was expected to resume crushing on both trains by
6pm that evening.
Cane Supply:
Generally those groups in Invicta that required attention to harvest equity have
been satisfied with the action taken to address the situation. Noted was the
complaints of an economic nature from drivers when reductions to bin deliveries
are too severe.
Harvest groups in the Jardine section of Pioneer that have yet to resume normal
harvesting due to last week’s rain were flagged, the impact that lower allotments
will have on other groups as attempts are made to address the deficit was also
mentioned.
Growers are requested to observe the reduction in burning for harvest
allowance conditions that are effective as at 1st October as detailed in the cane
supply agreement.

Observe the reduction in burning for harvest
allowance conditions

Wilmar have revised the district estimate upwards by an additional 50,000 tonnes to 7.98 million tonnes. As of this week the
seasonal tonnage spreadsheet that is displayed weekly on the wilmar grower web has been updated with the increased estimate.
Based on this increase and the usual caveats of no further wet weather interruptions and mill performance wilmar’s revised
technical budget now indicates that the last day of harvesting in November could be the 16 th for Invicta, 18th for Inkerman and the
19th for Pioneer and Kalamia, please note the dates are indicative only.
Next meeting:
A compliance officer from the Qld Dept. of Transport & Main Roads has been suggested as a guest speaker for the next meeting.
Next harvest management meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 21 st October, if you would like an issue raised at the meeting contact
Wayne on 0428 834 802.
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Inkerman Mill 100 year celebrations
The Inkerman Mill Centenary Celebrations have now come to a close with the official
ceremony last Friday morning as reported in canenews and a celebration dinner held Friday
night.
Around 100 people attend the dinner at the Bridge Restaurant in Home Hill. It was an informal
affair, a chance for past employees to catchup. Speeches were short and informal with the
importance of the Mill to the Home Hill economy in the past and future acknowledged. A large
amount of historic memorabilia was displayed.
Local Home Hill farmer Kevin Mann gave a speech at the official ceremony on Friday, a copy of his speech is reproduced below.
Congratulations to all present & past staff of Inkerman Mill, for
your efforts in helping the Mill reach this milestone of 100 years
of operation.
As a family who has had generational members supplying cane
across those 100 years, I can say with some certainty that we
have ‘seen it all’.
From my father’s memories, my grandfather selected a block in
1913, planted cane in 1915, but due to a drought only had
enough crop to use as plants in 1916, and harvested their first
cane for the Mill in 1917.
In a quote from my grandfather’s earliest diary dated 20 July
1921: “Received notice from Mill today to start cutting Saturday.
Our allotment is 14 trucks a week - 2 Monday, 3 Tuesday, 2
Wednesday, 3 Thursday, 2 Friday & 2 Saturday. Quite hot again
today, and it is starting to cloud up again like rain.”
Today the Mann descendants still harvest cane with the
season’s start in early June & our allotment is 810 bins per 6 day
week.
A further quote from the diary for 10th Nov 1921: “We were
docked today for overloading. Mick & I carted one truck each this
morning.”
Looks as though Grower/Miller relationship go back a long way.
Sugar has been the life blood of the town of Home Hill. For the
Kevin Mann speaking at the Inkerman Mill Centenary Ceremony
last 31/2 years, we have been celebrating the first settlers who
Photo supplied by Wilmar, taken by Grail Films
began clearing land and growing sugarcane in 1911 & 1912, the
local School Centenaries and the memories of the early years of
each person growing up in the Home Hill District. We come finally to celebrate the construction and operation of the Inkerman
Mill.
We have had many faces come & go within the lifetime of the Mill, and the memories of some linger longer in Growers thoughts.
The respect each earned was based around their ability to fairly administer their duty & position within the Mill’s operation.
It would be honest to say that many a differing of opinion has occurred in the past 100 years.
The Mill, being the largest provider of apprenticeships, has supplied the Community with a spread of Trades people over the
years. On completion of their chosen trade, these workers have moved on to expand their knowledge in other industries - a
wonderful opportunity for many.
I would like to again congratulate all involved with this 100 year celebration of Inkerman Mill, and wish you all fond memories of
your time at the Mill.
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Harvest Update
Burdekin CCS per crush week 2013 & 2014
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Australian
sugar
industry
participants
encouraged to apply for
new travel and learning
awards

Assistance needed for
annual report

Sugar Research Australia Limited (SRA) is inviting applications
for its new Sugar Industry Travel and Learning Awards valued
at up to $5,000 for an individual award or up to $10,000 for a
group award or workshop event.
Dr Michael O’Shea, General Manager Research Funding Unit
SRA, said that anyone who is actively involved in the Australian
sugar industry can put forward an innovative learning idea for
investment, to help build industry’s knowledge and capability.
“The awards are available for a diverse range of activities –
from funding a person to present a paper at a national or
international conference; to paying a researcher to visit another
research institute to learn new techniques or trial new
technology; to inviting a well-recognised expert to speak at a
field day or workshop event,” Dr O’Shea said.

CANEGROWERS Burdekin member Primo Pilla

CANEGROWERS Burdekin would like to features members in
their annual report this year.
If you are wiling to have your photo taken to feature in our
publication can you please phone Wayne on 47903600 or
0428 834 802 to arrange an appropriate day and time.
Thank you in advance for your assistance.

“In line with SRA’s strategy of investing in research that can be
adopted on farm or in the mill, all applications will be assessed
on the likelihood of the award benefitting the industry.”
Applications must address one or more of the key focus areas
identified in SRA’s five year Strategic Plan:
1. Optimally adapted varieties, plant breeding and release
2. Soil health and nutrient management
3. Pest, disease and weed management
4. Farming systems and production management
5. Milling efficiency and technology
6. Product diversification and value addition
7. Knowledge and technology transfer and adoption
8. Capability development, attraction and retention
“There will be a great deal of excitement about these awards
and the fresh ideas that they are likely to attract, particularly for
ideas which might lead to future research applications to deliver
even greater industry value,” said Dr O’Shea.
“This type of investment is just one of the ways in which SRA is
helping to develop a highly-skilled industry workforce with the
knowledge and capability to meet the current and future needs
of industry.”
Applications for the awards close on 7 November 2014. More
information about the awards and application guidelines are
available on the SRA website www.sugarresearch.com.au
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A
message
from the Ayr
Police Service

Electrical Safety
Reminder
Each year, around four people die in electrical incidents and
more than 3000 dangerous electrical events and serious
electrical incidents are reported to the Electrical Safety Office.
Injuries and fatalities in the electrical industry are not restricted
to touching live electrical parts, but also coming too close to
electricity, falling from heights and working in confined spaces.
A momentary lapse of attention can result in the severest of
injuries or even death.
Simple things like good induction, safety training, adequate
supervision and having strong safety systems in place can go a
long way to preventing workplace incidents.
The Electrical Safety Office launched a film Forever young Tim’s story.
The film focuses on the heart-wrenching
experiences of Bill Martin, whose son Tim died at the age of 17
after he received an electric shock at work. At the time of the
incident, Tim was an electrical apprentice working on signage
from an elevating work platform. The platform came too close
to high voltage power lines, and a massive electrical current
arced across the gap. Watch the film below.

Road Safety at intersections
Ayr Police regularly attend many vehicle crashes in Ayr
township involving at least two vehicles. Most of these
crashes occur at intersections whether controlled by signs, a
round-a-bout or are uncontrolled and where giving way to
your right exists. In the majority of instances, these crashes
occur when the driver of one of the involved vehicles has
failed to give way to the other vehicle.
The number of crashes can be reduced by drivers paying
greater attention when approaching intersections and do not
take for granted that other motorists will give way as they are
required to do, as obviously this doesn’t always happen.
Remember the old adage, when you’re driving, you are
driving for the other person. In other words watch what
other vehicles are doing, be aware of the behaviour of those
drivers and anticipate what is going to happen and drive
accordingly.
When involved in a crash, there is considerable upset to
those involved. Injury to family or friends, damage to
vehicles, the loose of transportation while the vehicle is fixed
and financial lose on top of enforcement action by Police.
This enforcement action may vary from a ticket for failing to
‘give way’ to a court appearance for driving without due care
and attention.
These crashes are avoidable so take a bit extra time
approaching intersections and do not take other motorists
giving way to you as a given. They may not have seen you
or incorrectly think they can pass through the intersection
before you.
If you have any information about these thefts or of
suspicious activity in your area, I would urge you to contact
your local police station or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.
Yours sincerely
Steve BARTON
Snr Sgt, 5950
OIC Ayr
4790 3555

0439 542 017
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Article
from

Sugar cops sour end of marketing
By Shan Goodwin journalist for The Land (27/09/2014)
NSW sugar producers are battling aggressive cost-cutting by foreign-owned sugar millers, which they say has the potential to
push them out of business and create a market ripe for driving prices to consumers sky-high.
In the past fortnight, big Australian sugar customers have been offered prices below the cost of production, based on importing
sugar from subsidised markets and packing it in Australia.
The NSW Sugar Milling Co-operative, which in partnership with Manildra runs the only Australian-owned sugar refining business
at Harwood on the North Coast, has raised concerns the underlying strategy is to create a domestic market dominated by one
supplier.
The concerns over the impacts of market power in the wake of foreign take-overs of Queensland sugar processing assets come
amid a senate inquiry looking into the need for stronger competition laws in the sugar industry.
The inquiry, from which a report will be handed down in November, was instigated by the decision of three large milling
companies, MSF, Wilmar and Tully, to pull out of the industry-owned, century-old single desk marketing system with Queensland
Sugar Limited (QSL).
While the majority of NSW sugar was sold domestically - and as such that withdrawal from QSL does not directly affect the
southern industry - the inquiry has broad terms in regard to the marketing of sugar and was an opportunity to review the impacts
on the Australian sugar industry from the extensive foreign buy-ups of the past few years, said NSW Sugar Milling Co-operative
chief executive Chris Connors. The entry of Wilmar had seen a "far more ruthless approach on many matters", he said.
While the increase of imported whites and raws was partly due to the high Australian dollar, more worrying was the use of
subsided imported sugar to substitute Australian-produced sugar, cutting millers and growers in Australia out on better prices and
higher premiums, he said.
"We are seeing sugar being sold into the spot price for physical supply into later periods," he said.
"The current sugar price is in contango (the forward price is much higher than the spot price).
"Selling at spot price means the sugar, and therefore cane, has to be bought at the spot price, whether imported or Australianproduced.
"Either way, the grower misses out."
NSW Canegrowers vice president David Bartlett said end users needed to be aware that while they may be securing cheap prices
now, longer-term they would feel the brunt when there was no competition for their contracts.
"NSW sugar is sold on the domestic market at prices based on the world market. We are now seeing substantial under-cutting of
that world price on the domestic market, which makes it unviable for us to compete," he said.
Mr Connors said the Australian industry through the years
had been able to develop relationships that recognised
the need to ensure the sustainability of all participants.
Wilmar this week declined to comment on the claims of
aggressive cost-cutting in the domestic market, but in a
statement issued in July said the QSL model was
outdated and was being overtaken by international
competition.
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I think my business is in trouble!
By David McLean, Resource Consulting Service Manager
The trend isn’t great: costs are increasing, debt levels are escalating, the weather variations are extreme,
prices haven’t changed and average on-farm age is getting older! We need to swap what’s going up and
what’s going down!
The overall environment in which rural operators now conduct business has changed. This means that what worked well in the
past, may not work now because the margins aren’t easy to come by. On top of all that, many family farms are struggling with the
transition of management and transfer of assets to the next generation. This can be due to a number of issues (e.g.
communication, direction, finance, scale, willingness, desire, knowledge and starting point fear). As a result there is a lot of
unhealthy friction or worry now – and a feeling of dread on how to handle the future.
I’m not suggesting that every situation can be turned into one where everyone gets what they desire. I am, however, suggesting
that knowing what the current reality and probable future look like, is the place to start. This African proverb says it all:
“Not to know is bad, not to wish to know is worse.”
Future success depends on the strategy we use from today onward. If we are concerned about our current position, or capacity to
still be in business in 30 years, then we should consider where we sit on the RCS Management Scale.
Our benchmarking shows that the average northern
Australian beef producer has spent more than they
have earned in 13 of the past 15 years. This is an
economic analysis and basically indicates that there
isn’t the capacity to generate sufficient surpluses for
the businesses to reinvest/reinvent/survive.
Contrary to popular belief - a couple of good seasons,
increasing production or higher prices won’t
necessarily create the wealth needed for continuation
of many businesses.
Uncontrolled avoidance of the brutal truth will lead to
relationship and business failure. Controlled decisions
to create the best outcome in your current reality is
the best option. This will take some knowledge, some
skills and some courageous conversations. RCS can
help you with all of these areas. I encourage you to
move your business towards 10 on the Management
Scale and get excited about what that will mean for
you, your business, your land and everyone around
you. Email or call us for a free appointment to discuss
how to get started.

Resource Consulting Service
Email:

info@rcs.au.com

Internet:

www.rcs.au.com

Location:

Phone:

44 Arthur Street
YEPPOON QLD 4703
PO BOX 633
YEPPOON QLD 4703
1800 356 004

Facsimile:

07 4939 5144

Mail:
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MEDIA
RELEASE
NFF welcomes new CEO
Simon Talbot
The National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) President Brent Finlay
today announced the appointment of Mr Simon Talbot as the new
CEO of Australia’s peak farm body.
Mr Talbot has been a Director at Mondelēz International (Kraft/
Cadbury) for seven years, heading the corporate affairs function
for Australia and New Zealand, and leading agricultural
investment across Mondelēz International’s fast-growing Asia
Pacific region.
In this role, he developed and executed food strategies in
Australia, New Zealand, China, Vietnam and Indonesia. Prior to
working for Mondelēz International, he worked in corporate affairs
and sustainability for mining, forestry, construction and
consultancy fields.
Mr Talbot previously held various Federal and state government
advisory roles, providing insight into manufacturing, sustainable
food production in the Asian century and economic development
opportunities.
Mr Talbot comes from a farming background and he and his wife
run a Murray Grey stud in northern Tasmania, as well as holding
other interests in the agricultural and food export sector.
“On behalf of the NFF Board, Members’ Council and NFF
Secretariat, I am delighted to welcome Simon and look forward to
him joining the organisation on 20 October 2014,” Mr Finlay said.
Married with four children, Mr Talbot takes over from Matt
Linnegar who filled the CEO position for the past three years.
“I thank Brent and the NFF Board for their confidence and I look
forward to working with the members and the small but extremely
talented team at the NFF,” Mr Talbot said.
“I am joining the NFF at an exciting time for farm sector
representation, and I look forward to working with members and,
more broadly, the agricultural sector.
“The NFF is a strong brand which is highly respected, and I look
forward to building on current work to streamline and strengthen
the voice of Australian agriculture,” Mr Talbot said.
Mr Talbot possesses a Bachelor of Science and was the dux of
his MBA course specialising in organisational strategy. These
qualifications have enabled him to work in over seven countries
across diverse issues from indigenous rights, corporate branding,
through to critical incident management and sustainable
agricultural systems.
NFF General Manager of Policy Tony Mahar will continue in the
position of Acting NFF CEO until Mr Talbot commences the role
on Monday 20 October 2014.
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight
on all issues affecting cane farmers
For the week ending 29 September 2014

Red Witchweed


CANEGROWERS participated in a phone conference to discuss the Cost Benefit Analysis for the impact that red witchweed
(Striga asiatica) has on Australian trade – particularly grain.



The meeting was chaired by DAFF Queensland and included participants from the grains industry and grains groups.



The Cost Benefit Analysis will help with the decision on whether it is cost effective to eradicate RWW.



Discussion focused on the assumptions RWW had on trade and how that may influence the best and worst case scenario for
the Cost Benefit Analysis.



The grains industry representatives are to feed back further information to QDAFF which will update the Cost Benefit
Analysis.

Reef 2050 Long Term Sustainability Plan


This new plan is the Australian and Queensland Governments’ commitment to working with industry and the community to
take determined, coordinated and wide-ranging action to ensure the Reef’s ongoing health and resilience. The Reef 2050
LTSP sits over the existing Reef Water Quality Plan (Reef Plan) which includes the Reef Rescue program (now called
Australian Government Reef Programme) and the Smartcane BMP.



The Reef 2050 LTSP looks at seven areas including water quality, biodiversity, ecosystem health, heritage, community
benefits, economic benefits and governance. The Reef 2050 LTSP includes other industries and infrastructure along the
coast including sewerage treatment plants, coastal development, mining, ports etc. The plan will be revised at least every five
years.



Consultation into the plan is now open for a six-week period until 27 October 2014. During this period, the objectives, targets
and actions which underpin the Plan will be peer reviewed by experts in the relevant fields.



The Plan, along with the comprehensive strategic assessment and State Party Report, will be submitted to the UNESCO
World Heritage Centre in late January 2015 for consideration at the World Heritage Committee meeting in June/July 2015.



CANEGROWERS has been working with QFF to provide feedback to the Reef 2050 LTSP.

USQ


CANEGROWERS met with USQ to discuss the next steps in their virtual shed meeting project for climate forecasting.

CANEGROWERS members
For free advice on legal issues
contact Canegrowers’ legal
advisor Chris Cooper

free call 1800 177 159
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QSL update

By Carla Keith, Industry Relationship Manager
Week ending 3 October 2014

CAIRNS BST CELEBRATES 50 YEARS
The Far North Queensland sugar industry will mark a
significant milestone this Friday, celebrating the 50th
anniversary of the Cairns Bulk Sugar Terminal (BST).
The terminal was officially opened by the Queensland Premier
Sir Francis Nicklin on Saturday 3 October, 1964, with its first
bulk sugar cargo despatched to Japan aboard the Sally Stove,
pictured right.
Costing £3.23 million to construct, the new bulk sugar facility
featured a wharf, transfer station, ancillary buildings and a
storage shed boasting a capacity of 100,000 tonnes of raw
sugar.
It replaced White’s Shed, pictured right, which handled bagged
sugar and had a storage capacity of about 7500 tonnes.
Today the Cairns BST features two storage sheds with a
combined capacity of 252,000 tonnes of raw sugar which is
delivered to site by road from the Mossman and Mulgrave
sugar mills.
QSL’s Cairns team will celebrate the anniversary with an
informal morning tea on Friday.
Latest information from the Sugar Research Advisory
Service
The latest issue of the Sugar Research Advisory Service
(SRAS) quarterly newsletter, Sweet bites, is now available at
www.srasanz.org/sweet-bites. This issue discusses the artificial
distinction between sugars and starch, and whether the sugar
in sports drinks is really needed. Also included is a snapshot of the results from the latest Australian Health survey.
The SRAS aims to encourage a balanced viewpoint on sugar by providing scientific information on sugars and how they fit into a
healthy balanced diet and active lifestyle, based on the most recent research available. To sign up to receive their e-News, please
visit www.srasanz.org.
QSL Annual General Meeting
Growers are reminded that they are welcome to attend the QSL Annual General Meeting, scheduled to be held at the Christie
Conference Centre at 320 Adelaide Street, Brisbane, from 2pm on Monday 20 October. QSL’s 2013/2014 Annual Report has also
been released and is available from our website at www.qsl.com.au or from your local grower representative body.

Market reports available for members
Exclusive to CANEGROWERS members a free market information service is available. This service includes:





A specially commissioned fortnightly CANEGROWERS Market Report prepared for CANEGROWERS by Czarnikow Ltd.
The daily sugar and currency market analysis In the Raw, prepared by Warren Males.
The LMC quarterly Sugar Price Forecasting Service.

For more information and to subscribe to the service click here.
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QSL Market Update

Pricing information

By Ginette Barrett,
Liquidity Manager

2014 Season Advances & Payments
as at 6 August 2014
$/tonne IPS
Initial *
21 August 14
23 October 14
18 December 14
22 January 15
19 February 15
19 March 15
23 April 15
21 May 15
25 June 15
Final Payment

as at 29 September 2014

% estimated
return

$249
$275
$296
$317
$332
$342
$353
$363
$373
$394
$415

80.0%
82.5%
85.0%
87.5%
90.0%
95.0%
100%

* paid
The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no
responsibility for its accuracy. It only applies to growers who did not forward
price for 2013 (the default method). Growers who have forward priced for
2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds. For
individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices
as at 2 October 2014
Gross
2014 Season
2015 Season

$388
$451

$/Tonne IPS
Net
$368
$431

2016 Season

$485

$465

2017 Season

$489

$469

Estimated QSL 2014 Pool Prices
As at 26 September 2014
$/Tonne IPS
GROSS
QSL Harvest Pool

$409

QSL Discretionary Pool

$427

QSL Actively Managed Pool

$430

QSL Growth Pool

$428

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool

$425

QSL US Quota Pool

$598

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool

$421

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015

$441

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015

$448

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016

$451

Sugar
The Raw Sugar market has done a complete 360 over the last
week. The October 14 contract traded to a low on Monday of
13.36 US cents before bouncing nearly 200 points to 15.50,
closing the week on a high of 15.41c/lb. March and May
followed a similar pattern, increasing nearly 100 points in both
contracts before closing at 16.56c/lb and 16.79c/lb respectively.
In the lead up to the October expiry the October/March spread
has come in 150 points after blowing out to nearly 300 points.
Which seems to indicate the market may have resolved some of
its Thai surplus issues.
UNICA figures for the first half of September point to an early
end for the Brazilian crop, with sugar production numbers closer
to 32 million tonnes. Producers are finally swinging towards
making ethanol as Brazil sees some rain, but not enough to
reverse the effects of the drought.
The October expiry looks set to close with a bang and is difficult
to predict with this increased volatility. Stronger futures prices
have seen some good value come back to the sugar industry.
Currency
The Australian dollar has had another positive fortnight falling
nearly another 400 points and finally breaking the 87 US cent
barrier. This is great news for Australian exporters.
US data continues to go from strength to strength, with the
Greenback stronger against most currencies. The focus has
turned towards the expected rate increase in the US, fuelling
the momentum forward for the US dollar.
The Australian dollar continues to correct. We are now trading
back at levels not seen since January 2014. The next barrier
level lower is US 86.60 cents, which we could get close to over
the next few days. The US recovery is giving immediate relief to
the Australian exporters after a difficult few months.
This report contains information of a general or summary nature. While all
care is taken in the preparation of this report, the reliability, accuracy or
completeness of the information provided in the document is not guaranteed.
The update on marketing and pricing activity does not constitute financial
product or investment advice. QSL does not accept any responsibility to any
person for the decisions and actions taken by that person with respect to any
of the information contained in this report.

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices
published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated
regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing
over the current season.
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QFF &
NFF
Updates
CANEGROWERS

is an active
member of
National Farmers’
Federation (NFF)
and Queensland
Farmers
Federation
(QFF) , a
partnership
through which we
have been able to
concentrate and
leverage
influence in areas
of importance to
the cane
industry. As part
of a range of
services, NFF &
QFF provides a
range of
information,
including weekly
cross-commodity
updates.

Agricultural Finance Forum
The NFF and its Members attended the first rural debt roundtable meeting held in Canberra this
week. The meeting was chaired by Agriculture Minister Barnaby Joyce and involved 40 key
stakeholders, including farm bodies, rural banks and government departments.
There were three solutions agreed on at the meeting. The first agreed solution was ascertaining
more accurate and factual data on the size and scale of the rural debt problem. It was agreed that
those handling this would be the Australian Bankers Association, NFF and ABARES, with input from
the Gulf Cattlemen’s Association.
The second solution was Minister Joyce’s commitment to “re-tweak” the $700 million drought and
farm viability loans. The third was the Government’s commitment to work with the Australian Bankers
Association and Rural Financial Councillors to develop a standardised national debt mediation
process. For more information, please contact NFF’s Tony Mahar.

Competition Policy Review: Draft Report
The Government this week released a draft report on the Competition Policy Review, to which the
NFF made a comprehensive submission. The review is wide-reaching and covers a number of
issues of interest to members, including misuse of market power, unconscionable conduct,
supermarkets, secondary boycotts, fuel retailing, coastal shipping and port reform. Importantly, the
draft report supports the NFF’s proposal for a modified ‘effects’ test to bolster existing misuse of
market power rules. A copy of the draft report is available here.

National Water Commission
The NFF is urging the Government to continue the conversation with stakeholders about how the key
functions of the National Water Commission (NWC) will transition to new agencies.
The call comes following yesterday’s announcement by the Parliamentary Secretary for Water
Senator Simon Birmingham to formally abolish the NWC and hand key responsibilities to the
Productivity Commission.
The NFF expressed its disappointment over the abolishment but welcomed the Government’s
commitment to continue many of its key roles. Going forward, the NFF would like to see the NWC’s
collaborative approach undertaken by the Productivity Commission.
This collaborative approach was a key strength of the NWC, consulting with organisation with a
range of interests—including agriculture, mining, gas, business, conservation, indigenous water use
and urban water—on the water reform policy agenda.
Prior to yesterday’s announcement the NFF made several calls to the Government to retrain
independent oversight of water reform by the Commonwealth, State and Territories. We thank
Senator Birmingham for his hard work to ensure the important roles of the NWC are funded into the
future. For more, read our release here.

Repeal day - amendment to the Water Act 2007
The Parliament passed the repeal day bill this week – part of the Government’s red tape reduction
agenda. The bill included an amendment to the Water Act 2007 to remove Section 255AA. This
section required an independent expert study to be undertaken prior to licences being granted for
subsidence mining activities. This section was an amendment to the Bill championed by Tony
Windsor, and a precursor to the water trigger. The water trigger in the EPBC Act has superseded
this requirement. The repeal bill deleted section 255AA of the Water Act.

Leyonhjelm Withdraws Disallowance Motion
NSW Liberal Democrat Senator Leyonhjelm this week gave notice to withdraw his disallowance
motion of the following regulations relating to hard onions, mangoes and mushrooms.
The government has agreed to the Senate inquiring into structures and systems governing the
marketing and RD&E levies in the agricultural sector, with particular reference to the opportunities
levy payers have to approve and reapprove the imposition of levies.
The NFF has started meeting with Senate Committee representatives and will closely engage with
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the Inquiry process. In addition to contributing to NFF’s input to the Inquiry, members are encouraged to provide their own input to
the process to ensure the Committee understands the vast majority of farmers support the collection of levies for R&D and
marketing purposes.
For further information, or to provide any feedback, please contact NFF Rural Affairs Manager David McKeon.

Modern award review: Update
The NFF this week filed a submission to the Fair Work Commission seeking the removal of terms in modern awards that are
inconsistent with the National Employment Standards. The terms deal with the right of an employer not to recognise continuing
service in a transfer of business. A hearing will be held to determine the matter later in the year. A copy of the submission is
available on our website here.
A hearing on the removal of transitional provisions is scheduled for 29-31 October 2014, while the third day of hearing on annual
leave common issues is listed for 16 October 2014. Employers have revised their claim following discussions with the ACTU,
which despite two days of conciliation and ongoing correspondence, failed to deliver any consent arrangements. As a result, the
entire claim will be the subject of arbitration.
The award stage of the review has not yet commenced for the Pastoral Award, the Horticulture Award or the Wine Industry Award.
Given the time taken to deal with the common issues, it is now looking more likely that these will be dealt with in 2015.

Review of Skilled Migration visas
The government this week announced a wholesale review of Skilled Migration and 400 series visa programs. The intention is a “far
reaching transformation” of current programs to deliver a “clearer, deregulated skilled migration visa framework”. The review will
have regard to recommendations of the recent 457 visa review, the Significant Investor Visa review and the Parliamentary inquiry
into Business Innovation and Investment Programme (BIIP). Submissions are due on Friday 17 October 2014 and the terms of
reference can be found here. Member comments should be directed to Sarah McKinnon.

Launch of BeeConnected App
BeeConnected is a smartphone application that helps ensure the safety of bees during normal farming practices by enabling
collaboration between farmers and beekeepers. The Australian Honey Bee Industry Council has partnered with CropLife Australia
to create the app, as well as receiving support from State Farming Organisations and a number of key agricultural producer
groups. For more information, see here.

IUCN World Parks Congress
The World Farmers’ Organisation is enquiring whether any NFF members are attending the IUCN World Parks Congress in
Sydney from 12 – 19 November, 2014. The WFO would like to suggest their participation, on behalf of both WFO and the NFF,
during the following events, especially those on climate change. For more information, or to notify your attendance, please contact
WFO’s Communications Officer Elizabeth Fox

QFF welcomes new Directors at AGM
THE Queensland Farmers’ Federation welcomes new directors Allan Dingle and Les Williams as directors to its board following i ts
annual general meeting in Brisbane earlier this month. Mr Dingle is a cane farmer near Bundaberg and senior vice-chairman of
CANEGROWERS and Les Williams is a pineapple farmer at Wamuran and is on the Growcom board. Both new directors were
elected unopposed and join existing directors Joanne Grainger (President), Brian Tessmann (vice-president), and Stuart Armitage.
They replace Joe Russo (CANEGROWERS) and John Bishop (Growcom).
QFF CEO Dan Galligan welcomed the new directors and said that the AGM was immediately followed by the QFF Council
meeting, which brought together QFF members to set the strategic policy direction of the organisation.
The challenge of rapidly rising electricity prices and the impact on the intensive farm sector was right at the top of the list as a
major challenge shared by all QFF members. Electricity prices and energy efficiency continue to be critical policy issues of QFF.
Farmers have faced year-on-year increases of 10 percent and greater for several consecutive years and their power bills are now
two or three times greater than just a few years ago.
The impact is having a very negative impact on the intensive farm sector’s productivity, profitability, and international
competitiveness. It is also a barrier to the State Government’s plans to double the value of agricultural production by 2040.
QFF CEO Dan Galligan said that confronting the challenge of energy efficiency and power prices was already a priority for QFF,
and it needed be tackled head on, considering efficiency, pricing arrangements, tariff solutions and policy. QFF congratulated the
Minister for Agriculture, Dr John McVeigh, for his investment on assessing the energy efficiency of some agricultural enterprises
with a view to expanding our understanding and improve the sector’s efficiency. “QFF knows there is much more work to be done,
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and as a strong collective voice for intensive agriculture in Queensland, we are continuing to work with Ergon and the State
Government on multi-faceted solutions to this major challenge,” Mr Galligan said.

QFF Annual Report online
THE Queensland Farmers’ Federation has published its annual report for 2013/2014 ahead of its annual general meeting on
Thursday. The report details QFF’s achievements across the year as well as opportunities and challenges that area ahead of the
intensive agriculture sector. We mistakenly published an incorrect link in the last edition of the Weekly Bulletin. The correct link is
here.

Flaws in Productivity Commission Report into disaster funding
THE Productivity Commission’s draft report into natural disaster funding has identified key areas of improvement for the natural
disaster funding model, but has also pointed to major reductions to disaster funding that, if implemented, would leave Queensland
highly exposed financially. As part of its review into disaster funding, the Productivity Commission has made a number of
recommendations that would include increasing the trigger for events to be considered a natural disaster, increasing the funding
responsibility of the State and reducing that of the Commonwealth, and increasing the focus on mitigation funding at the expense
of recovery funding.
QFF sees that several of the PC’s recommendations are out of step with the needs of ensuring an ongoing productive and
profitable farm sector in Queensland; central to which is our ability to recover from natural disasters. There is huge opportunity for
reform of these mechanisms, but this reform must be managed strategically and on the basis of agreed performance data and
information. The reality is that the joint State and Federal approach under the Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery
Arrangements (NDRRA) is a sound model that has been a very important instrument for Queensland farmers. The NDRRA has
an effective mechanism of increasing its level of assistance according to the severity of the disaster. The highest levels of
assistance are reserved for the most exceptional natural disasters, which in recent years has included cyclones Yasi and Oswald.
The assistance afforded to farmers in these situations is small in comparison to the damage and cost they have sustained, but it
is a small but welcome measure that helps farmers recover and helps maintain the economic fabric of regional communities,
which is highly vulnerable after these events.
Any move from any level of government to absolve itself of responsibility of funding in times of crisis will negatively impact
farmers.
QFF strongly disagrees with the PC’s statement: “The case for government assistance to businesses and primary producers after
a natural disaster is weak”.
Farmers are highly exposed to natural disasters, they typically are as prepared as they can possibly be, and in many cases there
are no feasible options for insurance. Government assistance is vital to insure we continue to have successful regional farming
communities.
However, QFF welcomes the news for a greater focus on mitigation measures, but this should not come at the expense of the
recovery effort. QFF has a strong focus on ensuring farmers are prepared and resilient ahead of natural disasters, but this a long
process that requires significant work and change, and therefore it cannot be expected that there would be drastic changes to
assistance measures any time soon. A gradual transition to a focus on preparedness (where this is possible) makes sense, but
new jerk reactions will solve little, and cause greater distress in the long run.

Concerns over ABC cuts
QFF is concerned that several radio and television programs that provide important services to rural Australia are on the list of
proposed cuts to the ABC. The Guardian last week published a potential list of cutbacks to ABC programs which, among others,
included programs such as the State 7.30 programs (7.30 Queensland) and Radio National’s Bush Telegraph program. Bush
Telegraph is an important vehicle for sharing rural and regional stories with a metropolitan audience. Farmers value the
opportunity to share their stories with a wide audience via Bush Telegraph. 7.30 Queensland is one of the rare media programs
that provides a thorough scrutiny of State political and current affairs issues, especially via television. Its absence would leave a
big hole in the Queensland media landscape. QFF is a strong supporter of both of these programs and would like to see them
retained.

National meeting to discuss electricity costs
QFF recently week met with irrigators from around the country to discuss the challenging issue of rising electricity costs. The
meeting was arranged by the National Irrigators Council and discussed that it was a common issue for irrigators and intensive
industry farmers across the country. Click here to listen to the ABC Rural report on the meeting.
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Australian pineapples next in biosecurity
firing line

Waterfind
Burdekin
Haughton WSS
Water Market
Summary

NEWS that Fijian ginger is now available for sale in Sydney despite major questions
about its pest and disease status has sent shivers up the spines of Australia’s pineapple
growers. The growers fear their industry could be the next in line to be exposed to pests
and disease by a complacent federal biosecurity regime. Peak body for the pineapple
industry, Growcom, said pineapple growers were outraged that the sale of imported
ginger had been authorised by the government since it raised significant questions not
only around Australia’s biosecurity, but government processes as a whole.
“The Government has yet to formally respond to the recommendations of the Senate
Inquiry report released in March which strongly criticised government biosecurity
procedures regarding pineapple, potato and ginger imports. Meanwhile, imported
product, Fijian ginger, is already here,” Ms Mackenzie said. “It makes a mockery of our
participation in the Senate Inquiry process and calls into question the usefulness of
these inquiries. It seems they are nothing more than political navel gazing exercises
with no capacity to influence policy.
“Growcom, along with the Australian Ginger Industry Association invested significant
time and resources into providing submissions to this Inquiry and in appearing before
the Senators. To not even be given the courtesy of a formal response from government
is insulting. The pineapple industry is terrified that a poor process conducted without any
transparency or accountability has the potential to bring a disease into the country that
can account for up to 40 per cent crop losses.”

Farmer survey into mental health

Allocations

A RESEARCHER from the University of Newcastle is gathering information on issues in
farming, including stress, work demands and sleep patterns. The researcher is
particularly interested in government demands and a range of other factors that are
putting pressure on farmers. Farmers are asked to participate in this short online,
anonymous survey to capture these details. For every farmer that participates $5 will be
donated to beyondblue.

Biosecurity regulations to be reviewed

Dam Storage

The above information is provided by
Waterfind. The information provided is
of a general nature only and must not
be relied upon in substitution for
professional advice. Waterfind accepts
no responsibility for the accuracy,
completeness or timeliness of any
information provided. For more
information click here.

QUEENSLANDERS will soon be able to have their say on the future management of
biosecurity. Biosecurity Queensland General Manager of Strategy and Legislation
Patrick Bell said biosecurity measures were being reviewed to better protect the
economy, environment and community from pests and diseases. The Queensland
Government introduced a new Biosecurity Act earlier this year that will change the way
biosecurity is managed. It is now time to consider the regulations that will sit under the
Biosecurity Act. Biosecurity Queensland has worked with industry to review all of the
current regulations and determine which rules should be discontinued or maintained.
The outcomes of the review have been outlined in a Regulatory Impact Statement
including options to address several key issues. The RIS is open for feedback. To
subscribe or for more information visit www.daff.qld.gov.au or, call 13 25 23 or email
BiosecurityAct@daff.qld.gov.au
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DATES TO
REMEMBER
Nth Qld Cane Cutting
Championships, Sunday
5 October, 10am @
Castor Park Mourilyan
Women In Sugar
Burdekin International
Rural Women’s Day
Morning Tea,
Wednesday 15 October,
10am @ Chill Parlour

Registrations are open for the NFF 2014 National Congress, which will be held at the
Australian Institute of Sport Arena on Monday 20 and Tuesday 21 October.
The Congress will focus on Producing Our Future from grassroots to global – and all within
Australian agriculture are invited to attend.
For more information, or to register, visit: http://congress.nff.org.au/

CORES Suicide
Intervention Course,
Saturday 18 October,
9am-5pm, PCYC
2014 NFF National
Congress, Monday 20 Tuesday 21 October @
Australian Institute of
Sport Arena
RIRDC Rural Women’s
Award nominations close
Friday 31 October, click
here for more info
CANEGROWERS
Burdekin AGM,
Thursday 13 November,
5.30pm @
CANEGROWERS Hall

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au

@BurdekinCANE

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd
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Contact Us
HEAD OFFICE
141 Young Street, Ayr
Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm
bdk@canegrowers.com.au
Fri: 9am - 3pm
4790 3600

PROJECT
& TRAINING
CENTRE
CANEGROWERS Hall,
68 Tenth Street, Home Hill
Office Open By Appointment
4782 1922

Debra Burden

Regional Manager

0417 709 435
4790 3603

Wayne Smith

Manager: Member Services

0428 834 802
4790 3604

Gary Halliday

SmartCane BMP Facilitator

Published Weekly by:
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited
ABN:

43 114 632 325

Postal Address: PO Box 933, AYR QLD 4807
Telephone:

(07) 4790 3600

Facsimile:

(07) 4783 4914

Email:

bdk@canegrowers.com.au

0438 747 596
Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials
to the above.

JP (Qual)

Michelle Andrews

canenews is read by the majority of Burdekin cane
farmers and their families in the Burdekin. Copies
are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices,
businesses, industry, politicians, Government
Agencies and members of the community.

Manager: Finance & Admin

4790 3602

Tiffany Giardina

Payroll & Administration

4790 3601

Martine Bengoa

Regional Insurance Manager

4790 3605

JP (Qual)

Disclaimer

Email address: firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au
DIRECTORS
Phil Marano
Chair

marano@bigpond.com

0404 004 371

David Lando
Deputy Chair

david@landoandsons.com.au

0417 770 345

Russell Jordan

jorfar@exemail.com.au

0427 768 479

Owen Menkens

owen_menkens@hotmail.com

0409 480 179

Steven Pilla

mpbella@bigpond.com.au

0417 071 861

Roger Piva

rogerdpiva@gmail.com

0429 483 815

Sib Torrisi

sibbyt58@bigpond.com

0429 827 196

Arthur Woods

artywoods1@bigpond.com

0415 961 945

CHAIRS FOR HIRE
CANEGROWERS Project and Training
Centre
$10 plus $0.50 per Chair
Plus GST
75 Available
To book please phone

4782 1922

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our”
means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our
directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter
has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do
our very best to present information that is correct and
accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or
representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or
accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter,
for any purposes.
Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be
excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss,
damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of
the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information
appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole
responsibility and risk associated with the use and results
of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you
agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage
whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of,
or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We
recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any
information provided in this newsletter.

FREE
The Legal Guide for
Primary Producers is
available from the
Ayr office.
Drop in today to
pick up a copy.

