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canenews 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd  Newsletter Edition 2014/39 Distributed: Friday 24 October 2014 

If you are not with CANEGROWERS, you don’t know what you are missing 

Harvest Management Meeting 
Manager Wayne Smith and Director Sib Torrisi attended what was probably the 
second last harvest management meeting for the current harvest season.  This 
meeting was held on Tuesday at Pioneer Mill’s Blue meeting room. 

Safety Incidents: 

There was only one significant incident reported and that was concerning a haul out 

driver who was hit by the 

winch wire rope that came off 

a bin, the driver could be off 

work for up to 2 months.  

The meeting discussed 

reviewing the siding 

induction program in regards 

to this incident. 

There was a general caution 

issued that given the very dry 

conditions currently being 

experienced the level of dust 

from harvest vehicle 

operations may be creating 

vision problems on roads. 

Wilmar also informed the meeting of the annual Mock Emergency training that had 

been carried out to test emergency responses and  Wilmar’s procedures. 

Continues page 2 

Cane Supply Agreement 

Important Dates: 

Proposed increases to Contract Area  

Growers are reminded that under the 

terms of the Agreement any proposal to 

increase the area of Land from which 

Cane will be grown for supply requires 

written notice to Wilmar Sugar and CBL 

at lease one month prior to planting of 

the cane. 

Proposed reduction in Contract Area  

Also if a grower wishes to reduce the 

Contract area during the term of the 

Agreement, the Grower must make 

written application (with reasons) to 

Wilmar Sugar prior to 14th February 

2015. 

Standover  

Not that there is an expectation of there 

being any standover, but just in case 

and again under the terms of the 

Agreement growers are reminded to be 

aware of the requirement to make 

application to Wilmar Sugar by 31st 

October.  

Mock emergency training by Wilmar 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin 
Invites members & partners to a FREE  

Melbourne Cup Luncheon 
 

12.30pm 

Tuesday 4th November 

CANEGROWERS Hall, Home Hill 
 

BBQ Lunch & Drinks 

Then watch the race on the big screen 

 
RSVP by Friday 31 October to 4790 3600 for catering purposes 
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Is your cane farm for sale? 

 

Why not advertise it in canenews for just  

$25.00 per week  

Mill Operations: 

The following cleans have been scheduled for this week 

- Invicta A side Tuesday and Inkerman on Thursday this 

week. It is expected that Pioneer & Kalamia have only 

one more clean to go before season finish. 

Inkerman had an emergency repair to the bagasse belt 

on Tuesday night when crushing operations were 

stopped for 11.5 hours. As the repair is not likely to last 

rest of season a replacement requiring another 

stoppage of the belt looks likely after the caustic clean is 

carried out on Thursday. 

Also mentioned was the Dirt levels at Inkerman that at 

this stage of the harvest are higher than the previous 

year and relatively higher than the other mills are 

experiencing in the region.  

Cane Supply: 

As previously advised growers and harvest contractors are once again reminded to observe the limitation for burning for 

harvest to 1.5 days of allotment that became effective as of 1st October. 

Based on this increase and the usual caveats of no further wet weather interruptions and 
mill performance finish dates in November as calculated by Wilmar could be the 18th  for 
Invicta,  19th for Kalamia, 20th for Inkerman and 21st for Pioneer,  please note the dates 
are indicative only. 

Since the release of this information the finish date for Inkerman will vary due to the 

stoppage on Thursday to replace the damaged bagasse belt. 

Other: 

Grower Relations Manager Peter Allen advised at the meeting that based on current finish date indications that the seasonal wash

-up CanePay may be actioned on Friday 5th December. 

Next meeting: 

With approximately only four to five weeks to a finish to this year’s harvesting and cane supply logistics soon to revert to manual 

management of remains it was agreed that the next management meeting should be held at two week interval and on Tuesday 4 th 

November.  

 

Contact Wayne 4790 3604 if you have any  issues you would like raised. 

 

Wilmar have further revised 

the district estimate 

upwards  to 8.04mt.    

Harvest Management October Meeting 
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The next Harvest Management meeting will be held on the 4 November. 

Contact Wayne 4790 3604 if you have any  issues you would like raised. 
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QSL Annual General Meeting 
The Burdekin was strongly represented at the QSL AGM held 

on Monday afternoon in Brisbane.   

Three of the four Grower Representatives from the region were 

in attendance being David Lando, Russell Jordan and Roger 

Piva, unfortunately Raymond Poli was an apology.   

In addition,  Canegrowers Burdekin Chairman Phil Marano and 

Regional Manager Debra Burden were also in attendance. 

QSL Chairman, Mike Carroll advised attendees that the past 

year had been a tumultuous year for QSL with some of the 

most significant developments to marketing arrangements 

since the industry deregulated in 2006.  Hr highlighted that 

Wilmar had gone against growers wishes in giving notice to 

exit QSL from the end of the 2016 crush.  Mr Carroll advised 

that QSL fully supports the ACCC and the Federal and State 

Governments inquiries  and provided a comparison between 

the changes the government imposed on the superannuation 

industry.  In the past the employer directed which 

superannuation fund employees superannuation would be paid 

to but after the Government review “Super Choice” was 

instigated whereby employees could have their super paid to 

any fund they chose.  Mr Carroll  provided this comparison as a 

potential outcome of the current inquires where growers may 

be able to choose any party they wish to market their economic 

interest sugar.   

The QSL Chairman stressed that QSL was not advocating for a 

return to a single marketing desk but to progress to the 

introduction of a competitive arrangement where growers can 

choose who markets their economic exposure to raw 

sugar.  He stressed that a grower choice model would provide 

competition, allow market outcomes to result in appropriate 

value along the supply chain, mitigate risk, encourage innovation and deliver the fairest outcome for all.   Mr Carroll concluded his 

opening presentation by stressing that it is only with a real say will growers have confidence to expand  and that QSL was a not 

for profit, tax free entity with the strategic purpose to service the interests of growers and millers for the long term prosperity of the 

Queensland sugar industry. 

QSL CEO, Greg Beashel in his address highlighted that the QSL managed pools had outperformed the market benchmark by 

$9.22 per tonne IPS and more than 96% of shipments had been delivered to customers on time and in full. Mr Beashel also 

advised the meeting of the impact of the credit rating downgrade which occurred following Wilmar and the other foreign owned 

milling companies announcement to exit, this downgrade resulted in an additional 0.3% cost increase which represents 

approximately an additional $1m in costs. 

During General Business, Mr Carroll advised that the QSL Board 

would welcome additional Directors on the basis that the QSL 

Board is a small group and any additional members would need 

to offer broad value and be able to manage any conflicts, there 

was mention of an additional director with grower background and 

someone with a miller background.   

Canegrowers Burdekin Chairman, Phil Marano asked if QSL, for 

2017, was considering any options for growers who do not want 

to go with Wilmar?  Greg Beashel advised yes QSL was 

considering this but he was unable to provide detail today. 

Jim Crane from ASMC, Roger, Russell, Phil, Warren Males QCGO, 

Dominic Nolan ASMC, David, Kevin Borg Mackay Canegrowers  

Mike Carroll Chair QSL, CBL Director Roger Piva  

& Carla Keith QSL Relationship Manager 
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A message from 
the Ayr Police 
Service 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND 

CRISES SITUATIONS 

Domestic violence continues to be an issue of concern in our 

community.  Police are attending incidents of domestic violence on 

an almost daily basis.   

There is help out there for both the victim and the perpetrator.  Don’t 

let crises situations build up or escalate (e.g. Domestic Violence or 

family or neighbourhood disputes, the pressures of life including 

financial matters) until someone is assaulted or hurt, property is 

damaged or destroyed or Police intervention is required.   

We encourage those who find themselves in any of these distressing 

or similar situations to seek help from the below agencies who can 

offer excellent, confidential and on-going assistance: 

There are a number of organisations that can provide assistance to 

various issues a person may have, e.g. 

1. Parentline - 1300 30 1300 - is open between 8am and 10pm, 

7 days a week. If you call outside of these hours, you will 

hear a recorded message; 

2. Lifeline - 24hr help line -13 11 14 – provides Services and 

information for people experiencing a personal or community 

crisis; 

3. Domestic Violence Help Line on 1800 811 811. 

4. Dispute Resolution  - Thuringowa – 1800 908 605 
5. North Qld Domestic Violence Support, TOWNSVILLE 4721 

2888 
6. Men’s Help Line - 1800 600 636 

 

DRIVERS LICENCING – at Ayr Courthouse as 

from 27 October 2014 

All Queensland Transport services in Ayr will be under the one roof 

as of Monday 27 October, 2014 at the Ayr Courthouse.  Ayr Police 

will no longer be the contact point either by phone or by attendance 

to the counter to deal with any questions regarding driver licencing 

matters, including renewals, testing, etc. 

If you have any information about these thefts or of suspicious 

activity in your area, I would urge you to contact your local police 

station or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Steve BARTON 

Snr Sgt, 5950 

OIC Ayr 

4790 3555 

 

QSL calls for 
true sugar 
industry 
competition 

Queensland Sugar Limited (QSL) Chairman Mike 

Carroll has called for the Queensland sugar industry’s 

marketing arrangements to be opened to competition, 

stating the purpose of deregulation was to dismantle 

artificial monopolies and create a market dynamic, not 

to replace statutory marketing authorities with private 

monopolies. 

Speaking at the QSL Annual General Meeting, Mr 

Carroll said the Queensland sugar industry faced a 

situation where three milling companies – Wilmar, Mitr 

Phol’s MSF and COFCO’s Tully Sugar – were using 

their cane milling monopolies to force growers to use 

them to also market and price their raw sugar exposure. 

“What these three milling companies are doing has 

parallels to employees and their superannuation” he 

said.  “It is akin to saying that because I’m paying your 

contributions, you must use my superannuation fund.” 

Mr Carroll said that Super Choice legislation was 

introduced to create competition and similarly the sugar 

industry needed legislative intervention to create 

competition. 

He said QSL did not advocate a return to sugar’s single-

desk marketing approach (abolished in 2006) and 

welcomed the opportunity to compete for the right to 

market grower’s economic interest in sugar. 

“At QSL we believe the best outcome is not to revert to 

the past but to progress to the introduction of a 

competitive arrangement where growers can choose 

who markets their economic exposure,” he said. “This 

would provide competition, allow markets to appropriate 

value along the supply chain, mitigate risk, encourage 

innovation and deliver the fairest outcome for all.” 

Mr Carroll said QSL welcomed the Queensland 

Government, the Federal Senate and the Australian 

Competition and Consumer Commission’s 

investigations into the current Queensland sugar 

marketing impasse. 

“There’s a lot at stake here,” he said. “Only with a real 

say in their future will growers have the confidence to 

continue to invest in this industry, in which they have 

over $12 billion of capital invested, and which each year 

generates around $1.5 billion of export revenue.” 

Mr Carroll’s full address is available on the QSL website 

at www.qsl.com.au. 

http://www.qsl.com.au
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Oversize Agricultural Vehicle Permits and Pilots 
Info Revisited 
In response to receiving enquiries for information regarding the permits and conditions required for the moving of oversize or 

excess vehicles the following additional information and a summary from articles that have appeared in previous editions of 

canenews is being provided. 

Burdekin operators moving their excess dimension tractors and cane harvesters across or along roads, the minimum safety 

requirements are contained in the Department of Transport and Main Roads, “Guidelines for Excess Dimension Agricultural 

Vehicles and Agricultural Combinations, Vehicles and Drivers.”  Form # 14, version 4, October 2013. 

If the operator cannot comply with the conditions described in the guideline above application may be made to Transport and 

Main Roads Queensland (TMR), to issue a vehicle movement permit on behalf of the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator. The Qld 

Police Service no longer issue movement permits. An agricultural vehicle, with a width of 2.5m to 3.5m may operate if appropriate 

under the Form 14 Guideline. If the vehicle (tractor and implement) width exceeds 3.5m in the Burdekin area, you will need 

to complete a new permit application form M4130. (You will only need to complete the section relating to over-width.) 

Below is further advice from TMR regarding the making of applications; 

1. You will note that at the top of the second page of the NHVR application M4130 there is a Start Date and End date and a 

Note that “must not exceed 3 months”.  Please cross this out and write beside it “Request 12 month permit”. 

2. Suggest that applicants place all vehicles and implements that are over-width/excess dimension on the one application as an 

attachment with the following information for each vehicle/implement 

 a list of vehicle/s including registration numbers, and 

 the dimensions of each vehicle/combination (length, width, height, forward projection, rear projection etc), and 

 photos of the vehicle may be helpful, and 

 a copy of any Qld Police Service permit previously issued. 

3. Before TMR can consider issuing a permit there is a requirement to have an understanding of the vehicle combinations and 

any exemptions required for operation of the combination. 

It will be helpful therefore if you provide the following -  

 A road the grower is requesting access to; you will need to differentiate between Critical and Major roads.  

 Critical roads are marked as red, major roads as blue.  All other roads are minor roads.  Click here and here for road 

identification maps info.  

There is a fee of $70 per permit application. An invoice will be sent.  

The movement of excess dimension agricultural vehicles not controlled under the Form 14 Guidelines will also require appropriate 

pilot or escorts and warning devices. 

Interim over-size vehicle class permit for the sugarcane industry 

Earlier this year industry was left confused and surprised by a sudden change to the government permit process for moving farm 

machinery and agricultural combinations on public roads. After months of negotiations by CANEGROWERS, a class permit has 

now been issued for the rest of 2014. 

Under the interim measure, the Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) and Queensland Police Service (QPS) class 

permit covers the movement of farm machinery on public roads until the end of 2014. View the complete permit here  

This table outlines the access and escort requirements under the permit. 

 

For information on Agricultural pilots that do not need to be accredited click here.  For information on Pilots and Escorts that do 

need to be accredited click here. 

Contact Gary Halliday on 4782 1922 or mobile 0438 747 596 for any further information. 

http://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/~/media/busind/Heavyvehicles/guidepermits/CriticalAreaMapBackJune2012forweb
http://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/~/media/busind/Heavyvehicles/guidepermits/CriticalAreaMapFrontJune2012forweb
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/Industry_Centre/grower-centre/Permits__approvals/Interim_permit_-_Agricultural_vehicles_and_combinations/
http://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/~/media/busind/Heavyvehicles/guidepermits/heavyvehicleguidelineform14agriculturalvehicles.pdf
http://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/business-industry/Accreditations/Pilot-and-escort-vehicle-driver.aspx
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Do you know what 
your obligations are 
to contribute to the 
cost of a dividing 
fence?  
By Chris Cooper Solicitor  
I am regularly asked by growers whether they are obliged 

to contribute to the cost of establishing or maintaining a 

dividing fence with a neighbour, be they a grazier or other 

primary producer or urban dweller. 

Under Government legislation Dividing Fences Act and 

now Neighbourhood Disputes (Dividing Fences and Trees) 

Act 2011, a Court or Tribunal has the power, where the 

parties cannot agree amongst themselves, to decide the 

respective contributions to the cost of erecting or 

maintaining a dividing fence. 

Whilst the general rule is that neighbours should pay equal 

amounts, the Court or Tribunal has a wide discretion to 

determine the relative contributions. 

CANEGROWERS has been successful in a large number 

of dividing fence cases concerning cane lands adjoining 

grazing and residential blocks or commercial users.  The 

decisions in these cases have consistently established that 

a cane grower should not have to contribute at all to the 

cost of erecting or maintaining a dividing fence.  Among the 

arguments used by CANEGROWERS were that a dividing 

fence does not benefit cane growers and, indeed, acts as a 

detriment.  Indeed in the many cases before Courts and 

Tribunals, to my knowledge based on over 30 years’ 

experience of representing CANEGROWERS, there has 

never been a decision made to require a cane grower to 

contribute to the cost of a dividing fence. 

Whilst each case will always be considered on its own 

particular facts and circumstances, growers have very 

strong grounds for arguing that they do not have to 

contribute to the cost of erecting or maintaining a dividing 

fence unless they voluntarily agree to do so.  It is highly 

unlikely a cane grower would be ordered to contribute to 

the cost of a dividing fence. 

Members of CANEGROWERS should not hesitate to 

contact CANEGROWERS legal advisor, Mr Chris Cooper, 

on freecall number 1800 177 159 should you wish to 

discuss this or any other legal topic of interest to you.  Free 

general legal advice is just one of the many benefits of 

being a member of CANEGROWERS. 

If you are not with CANEGROWERS, 

you don’t know what you are missing 

Pre-order 
your copy 
of SRA’s 
2014 

Irrigation of Sugarcane 
Manual 
In many districts irrigation is one of the 

key drivers to maximising productivity. 

Research trials have consistently 

shown that it is possible to grow 10 

tonnes of cane for each ML of 

irrigation water applied. 

Available in November this new 

industry resource provides useful 

information to help growers 

experienced in irrigation, and those 

new to irrigation practices, make 

informed decisions about irrigating to 

maximise on-farm yield.  

The manual provides easy to follow advice on soil water; the 

response of sugarcane to irrigation; water quality; irrigation system 

and scheduling; drainage; and the economics of irrigation. 

If you’d like to receive a printed copy please email 

communications@sugarresearch.com.au 

CANEGROWERS 

members 

free call 1800 177 159 

For free advice on legal issues contact  

Canegrowers’ legal advisor Chris Cooper  

mailto:communications@sugarresearch.com.au
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Variable speed pump drives are used to 

manage electric pump speed to reduce operating 

costs of irrigation systems.   Brad speaks with Damien 

from Irrisys about how variable speed pump drives 

work and what they do.  

Talks streamlines 
path to BMP 

Smartcane BMP’s 15 facilitators have used a two-day forum in 

Townsville to refine the accreditation process for the industry-

owned best management practice program. 

The forum heard that a number of growers seeking 

accreditation for various BMP modules had expressed 

concern that the level of detail and the amount of evidence 

that needed to be collected for auditing was excessive and 

acted as a potential barrier for many growers. 

In response, CANEGROWERS invited a lead environmental 

auditor to listen to the concerns and provide guidance on 

redefining the minimum standards of evidence required to 

achieve accreditation. 

The result is that the requirements have been significantly 

reduced. Instead of taking a lot of photographic evidence, a 

site visit and visual verification by the local facilitator will now 

be satisfactory. This will be welcomed by both facilitators and 

growers alike. 

Smartcane BMP Facilitator Gary Halliday is back at work, give 

him a call today 0438 747 596. 

Safe Work Month 

NFF Extract 

As part of its ongoing commitment to farm safety, the NFF this 

week attended the Farmsafe Conference, talking and hearing 

about farm safety statistics and ways to improve health and 

wellbeing for Australian farmers.  

Topics included accidental animal vaccine injections, relevance 

of Codes of Practice and quad bike safety. What was clear 

from talking to farmers was that there is more work to be done 

to develop a culture of farm safety in Australia and a key part of 

this is making safety manageable on farms. Data presented at 

the conference confirmed serious design flaws with most quad 

bikes and the importance of crush protection devices. 

A video featuring NFF President Brent Finlay was released as 

part of the Safe Work Australia Virtual Seminar Series. Brent 

talks about the importance of farm safety - download or view 

the video here. This Safe Work Month, stay safe. 

Take part in the 2014 
Regional Wellbeing 
Survey 
The 2014 Regional Wellbeing Survey is now open.  The 

Survey aims to support research that improves the wellbeing 

and quality of life of people living in rural and regional 

Australia.  

The survey is an important piece of social research that is 

drawn on to understand people’s view and the social impacts 

of a range of issues including drought, water reform, green 

tape, CSG and mining, farm finance, innovation, skills.  

Everyone aged 18 or over who takes part in the survey can 

enter the draw to win one of nine prizes worth a total of $7,000. 

To complete the survey, visit the website here.  

http://cp.mcafee.com/d/FZsS938O839J5x5BUsCqenQjtPqqar3P3Orb9Jd5dxVxVcsUrjhjououjpodFEFCzBWWoVVUSxV2eyF1Ka7M1lJxV6dj7NFO_qSrJIf8NGo-denXmPrXa3HX33_nVeXNEVs7ctuVt4syVPbUVcsMzORQX8FGThpVkffGhBrwqrpdFTdTWWb3b2bVEVKUrKr01SfWzDu7SDMdMAbkevu7ngKZt5RNxVdy-I3H8Cz
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/australian-strategy/vss
http://www.regionalwellbeing.org.au/
http://www.regionalwellbeing.org.au/
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the fight 
on all issues affecting cane farmers  

For the week ending 20 October 2014 

Trade 

 The Australian Sugar Industry Alliance (ASA) has agreed to be a sponsor of an agricultural forum to be held in Sydney on 

Saturday 25 October as part of activities surrounding the TPP Ministerial meeting. 

Electricity 

 CANEGROWERS lodged a submission with the Australian Energy Market Commission (AEMC) calling for tighter rules on 

electricity distributors, including Ergon. 

 CANEGROWERS continued its participation in the Energex customer engagement process, joining a meeting focussing on 

network demand forecasting. 

 Energex demand forecasting and network tariffs are important for irrigators, given the Queensland Government's uniform 

tariff policy. 

Marketing 

 The ACC process continues. CANEGROWERS is preparing for separate meetings with Wilmar, MSF Sugar and Tully Sugar 

as we work to explore non legislative mechanisms that will give growers an ability to determine how GEI sugar is priced and 

sold. 

Water 

 CANEGROWERS has followed up its submission on changes to the Water Act 2000 with meetings with DNRM. Warren 

Males participated in the stakeholder consultation held in the Burdekin. 

 The water reforms are directed at making the regulations more customer focused. While initial meetings are constructive, the 

devil will be in the detail. In this case, that means in implementation. 

 Legislation is expected to be passed before the Christmas parliamentary recess.  

 CANEGROWERS is working closely with QFF and DNRM to ensure implementation will be as smooth as possible.  If you 

have any concerns regarding the proposed changes, please convey them to Warren Males at your earliest convenience. 

Smartcane BMP 

 CANEGROWERS hosted a two day Smartcane BMP program facilitator forum which included a refresher on the program 

accreditation and certification process; a review and simplification of the audit evidence list required for growers to receive 

certification; focused discussion on maximising the opportunities for grower engagement in the Smartcane BMP program; 

development of district communication and marketing plans; understanding the value of competency based training and an 

update of strategic issues for the program including a review of the key findings from the GHD program review and 

evaluation. 

 CANEGROWERS commissioned consultant provided an update on the progress of the Smartcane BMP program component 

alignment with Bonsucro sustainability standards report which is due for finalisation in the coming weeks. 

 CANEGROWERS met with QDAFF and DEHP to discuss the findings of the GHD Smartcane BMP program review and 

evaluation report. 

If you are not with CANEGROWERS, you don’t know what you are missing 
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0439 542 017 

CANEGROWERS 
Queensland … taking up 

the fight continued 

Reef Trust Tender 

 The Australian Government is committing an initial 

contribution of $40 million to the Reef Trust to address key 

threats to the reef.  

 A Reef Trust Tender program around Nitrogen Use 

Efficiency has been launched by the Australian 

Government to growers in the Wet Tropics to assist them 

to implement techniques to reduce nitrogen run off to the 

Great Barrier Reef. This program funding is $5M and is 

being managed by Terrain NRM.   

 Expressions of interest are open for cane growers in the 

Wet Tropics. Terrain NRM is holding workshops in early 

December 2014 to inform growers of requirements. 

 CANEGROWERS has provided advice on Nitrogen Use 

Efficiency and the timing of the Reef Trust Tender 

program with respect to the crop cycle.  The program also 

links to modules in the Smartcane BMP. 

Production Research Advisory 

Committee (PRAC) 

 The process of reaffirming the Production Research 

Advisory Committee (PRAC) members and refining the 

process to assess the preliminary funding applications to 

SRA is in progress. The call for funding applications close 

on 20 October and it is envisaged that the PRAC will have 

completed their assessments by the end of November. 

BOC Gas  

 Negotiations with BOC gases are progressing which will 

provide improved benefits to members with their 

purchases of industrial gases, equipment and safety. The 

new arrangements will be available from 1 December and 

are only available to CANEGROWERS members. 

Electricity: submission 
to the Australian 
Energy Market 
Commission  
CANEGROWERS submission to the Australian Energy Market 

Commission is available here. 

 Electricity is an essential input for all sectors of the economy 

and driving electricity costs and prices as low as possible has 

clear benefits for the whole economy.  There are many reasons 

why electricity prices are high and continuing to rise.  A key 

reason is the seriously flawed regulatory pricing framework 

exploited by Ergon and Energex. 

 AEMC has an opportunity to make a difference by tightening 

the rules.  CANEGROWERS calls on the Commission to do so 

in the interests of getting a better outcome for irrigators and 

electricity users across the country. 

http://files.canegrowers.com.au/queensland/IU/IU199-14-AEMC-CANEGROWERS-submission-AEMC-rule-change.pdf
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QSL update 
By Carla Keith & Cathy Kelly, 
Industry Relationship Managers 

Week ending 24 October 2014 

QSL Grower Representatives Workshop 

Following QSL’s AGM on Monday, QSL hosted a short 

workshop with a number of our elected Grower Member 

Representatives.  The aim of the session was to provide 

members with an overview of QSL’s recent activities, facilitate 

discussion and gather feedback. Some of the topics discussed 

included: 

 Improving flexibility of the QSL Harvest Pool; 

 Potential simplification of QSL’s Pricing Pool offerings; 

 How QSL manages its Advances Program and possible 

improvements; 

 Opportunities to improve QSL’s Forward Pricing offerings; 

and 

 QSL’s Sugar Quality Scheme 

Your QSL Grower Member Representatives have been 

encouraged to discuss these issues with you and seek your 

feedback ahead of further discussion with QSL. 

QSL Market Update 
By Matthew Page,  

QSL Treasury Analyst 
as at 20 October 2014 

Sugar 

Consolidation has been the name of the game in raw sugar this 

past fortnight, as the prompt price has traded in a relatively 

stable 16 to 17 cent range. Apart from a brief poke above 17 

cents mid-last week MAR15 has been comfortable in its range, 

adding only 18 points over the period to close at 16.62 c/lb. 

MAY15 has also moved over similar ranges and as such the 

MAR/MAY spread has remained pretty much unchanged. With 

the OCT14 expiry now firmly behind us the market appears to 

be settling down somewhat as commercial sellers appear to 

have finally dealt with the majority of the ‘low quality’ Thai 

surplus. 

Sentiment was partly buoyed this week with news of vessel line

-ups out of Brazil reportedly picking up as well as rumours of 

some further Chinese offtake. The main news at the moment of 

course is the Brazilian election and who out of Dilma and 

Neves will win and what implications it will have both directly 

and indirectly on the world sugar market.  

Current movement in the sugar price looks to be very strongly 

correlated to moves in the Real and with Neves seemingly pro-

business, their currency may move positively for raws should 

he win. That said, it is likely that whoever wins, changes will be 

required to the current gasoline policy and this will be 

supportive for ethanol and sugar. 

The latest UNICA release showed crushing figures for the 

second half of September continuing to slow as the harvest 

begins to wind up. It showed cane processed down to 28.8 

million tonnes compared to 39.9 for first half of September, 

translating to nearly a million tonnes less of sugar (1.64 

million). Although not quite a ‘cliff’, production is slowing rapidly 

with many analysts reporting that most mills will be finished by 

early November. 

Sugar has endured a tough couple of months but bulls will be 

relatively positive with the past fortnight with stocks reportedly 

clearing and prices stabilising. What remains to be seen now is 

whether this is a base for prices to push higher or whether we 

are going to remain at these levels. With many Brazils not likely 

to find homes until early 2015 and Thailand and India set to 

come back on line later this year, a clogged supply line looks 

set to cap any potential price rally until later in 2015. 

Currency 

The currency appears to have found a stable trading range 

over the last couple of weeks with moves in the AUD primarily 

limited between 86.5 and 88 US cents. General USD strength 

against most major currencies has ramped up as their 

economy recovers but any further downside risk appears to be 

restricted for now. 

US data continues to print strongly, providing the USD index 

plenty of support, however any further appreciation in the 

Greenback will be delayed until the market has a clearer 

picture from the FOMC around the timing of the first rate rise. 
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Pricing information 
2014 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 7 October 2014 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 10 October 2014 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $410 

QSL Discretionary Pool $430 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $433 

QSL Growth Pool $431 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $425 

QSL US Quota Pool $592 

QSL 2014 Season Forward Pool $421 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015 $448 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015 $447 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016 $460 

Estimated QSL 2014 Pool Prices 

As at 10 October 2014 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $249   

21 August 14* $275   

23 October 14 $290   

18 December 14 $311   

22 January 15 $324 80.0% 

19 February 15 $334 82.5% 

19 March 15 $354 87.5% 

23 April 15 $375 92.5% 

21 May 15 $385 95.0% 

25 June 15 $395 97.5% 

Final Payment $405 100% 

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2014 Season $405 $385 

2015 Season $461 $442 

2016 Season $488 $468 

2017 Season $488 $468 

Market reports available 
for members 
Exclusive to CANEGROWERS members a free market 

information service is available. 

This service includes: 

 A specially commissioned fortnightly CANEGROWERS 

Market Report prepared for CANEGROWERS by 

Czarnikow Ltd. 

 The daily sugar and currency market analysis In the Raw, 

prepared by Warren Males. 

 The LMC quarterly Sugar Price Forecasting Service. 

For more information and to subscribe to the service click here. 

http://www.canegrowers.com.au/page/Industry_Centre/grower-centre/Finance_tools/Forecasting_service_for_members/
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$100m grants program for RDCs announced 
Agriculture Minister Barnaby Joyce has this week announced the Government’s $100m research and 

development (R&D) grants program. Under the program, all 15 rural Research and Development 

Corporations (RDCs) can apply for funding. However, to be eligible, RDCs must partner with one or 

more researchers, research agencies, funding bodies, businesses, producer groups or NFPs and 

provide a contribution at least equal to the request Commonwealth grant funding. In round one, 

applications must address one or more priorities in the following research, development and 

extension areas:  

 Increase the profitability and productivity of primary industries 

 Increase the value of primary products 

 Strengthen primary producers’ ability to adapt to opportunities and threats 

 Strengthen on-farm adoption and improve information flows 

One of the backbones of the NFF’s policy priorities for the September 2013 election was an increase 

in funds for agricultural RD&E. The NFF strongly welcomed the announcement, and we’re pleased to 

see the Government turn this election promise into core agricultural policy. The NFF’s response can 

be found at the Weekly Times, Fairfax Ag Media and Beef Central. Applications for the first round 

must be received by the Department of Agriculture by 15 December, 2014. Further information, 

including the program guidelines and priorities for investment is available here.  

GABSI funding announced 
Deputy Prime Minister Warren Truss MP and Senator Simon Birmingham have this week announced 

$15.9 million over 3 years for the continuation of the Great Artesian Basin Sustainability Initiative for 

Queensland, NSW and South Australia.  Together, with members AgForce QLD and NSW Farmers, 

the NFF has been calling on the Federal Government to reinstate its funding for the initiative. It is 

anticipated that the funding agreements with each State (including the share for each State) will be 

finalised by the end of 2015. For more, read our media release here. Alternatively, the Government’s 

media release is available here.    

Industry Innovation and Competitiveness Agenda  
The NFF has this week welcomed the release of the Industry Innovation and Competitiveness 

Agenda by the Prime Minister and Industry Minister Ian Macfarlane, which backs food and 

agribusiness as one of the nation’s key competitive strengths. The Agenda draws on four ambitions 

for Australia to pursue including: a lower cost, business friendly environment with less regulation; a 

more skilled labour force; better economic infrastructure; and industry policy that fosters innovation 

and entrepreneurship. In particular, the NFF welcomed the announcement of the Government’s 

Industry Growth Centre Initiative, which will be rolled out from early 2015, to lift competitiveness and 

productivity by focusing on areas such as food and agribusiness. For more, see our release here.  

Skilled Migration Review 
The NFF has this week made a submission to the Skilled Migration Review, a broad look at 

redesigning work-related visa programs initiated by the Department of Immigration and Border 

Protection in September. The review will also consider recent recommendations of the 457 visa 

inquiry, building on comments from Immigration Minister Scott Morrison MP about greater flexibility in 

skills and English language requirements earlier in the week. A copy of the submission can be found 

here. 

QFF & 
NFF 

Updates 

CANEGROWERS 

is an active 

member of 

National Farmers’ 

Federation (NFF) 

and Queensland 

Farmers 

Federation 

(QFF) , a 

partnership 

through which we 

have been able to 

concentrate and 

leverage 

influence in areas 

of importance to 

the cane 

industry.  As part 

of a range of 

services, NFF & 

QFF provides a 

range of 

information, 

including weekly 

cross-commodity 

updates.   

http://www.weeklytimesnow.com.au/news/politics/barnaby-joyce-unveils-100m-rural-rd-grants-labor-says-government-cant-be-trusted/story-fnkerdda-1227090199736
http://www.theland.com.au/news/agriculture/agribusiness/general-news/100m-extra-for-ag-research/2715010.aspx?storypage=2
http://www.beefcentral.com/news/100m-funding-for-rural-rdcs-announced/
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/agriculture-food/innovation/rural-research-development-for-profit
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4706/artesian-basin-funding-flows-again.html
http://www.senatorbirmingham.com.au/Latest-News/ID/2564/Renewed-funding-continues-work-on-bores
http://www.nff.org.au/read/4702/industry-action-agenda-drive-competitiveness.html
http://www.nff.org.au/get/submissions/4711.pdf
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Waterfind 

Burdekin 

Haughton WSS 

Water Market 

Summary  

Allocations 

Dam Storage 

The above information is provided by 

Waterfind.  The information provided is 

of a general nature only and must not 

be relied upon in substitution for 

professional advice. Waterfind accepts 

no responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or timeliness of any 

information provided. For more 

information click here. 

CANEGROWERS Weather 
The CANEGROWERS website features a weather section  that by typing in your 

postcode will provide you with a seven day forecast for your desired postcode along 

with a 12 month rainfall outlook, SOI information and sea surface temperatures.  To see 

the latest forecast for your postcode click here.  The following outlook is for Brandon. 

http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://www.canegrowers.com.au/f/Weather/
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DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

RIRDC Rural Women’s 

Award nominations close 

Friday 31 October, click 

here for more info 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin 

Melbourne Cup Luncheon, 

Tuesday 4 November 

12.30pm @ 

CANEGROWERS Hall 

Lower Burdekin Landcare 

Meeting, Tuesday 4 

November, 5pm @ 

Burdekin Shire Council 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin 

AGM, Thursday 13 

November, 5.30pm @ 

CANEGROWERS Hall  

SRA Industry Training & 

Update, Monday 24 – 

Tuesday 25 November @ 

Rydges, 23 Palmer Street, 

Townsville 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

Lower Burdekin Landcare Meeting 

Tuesday 4 November 

5.00pm 

John Hy Peake Room, Burdekin Shire Council 

 
Haulout Work Wanted 

 Previous experience 

 Ph: 0422 098 335 

Classifieds 
If you would like to advertise items for sale email bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

with the details 

http://www.rirdc.gov.au/rural-women's-award
https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au


Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  

PROJECT 

& TRAINING 

CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

Office Open By Appointment  

4782 1922 

Debra Burden Regional Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Gary Halliday 

JP (Qual) 

SmartCane BMP Facilitator 0438 747 596 

Michelle Andrews 

JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 

 

Published Weekly by: 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

 

Please direct all advertising enquiries and materials 

to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

FREE 

The Legal Guide for 
Primary Producers is 
available from the Ayr 

office.  

 Drop in today to pick 
up a copy. 

CHAIRS FOR HIRE 

CANEGROWERS Hall Home Hill 

$10 plus $0.50 per Chair  

Plus GST 

75 Available  

To book please phone  

4782 1922 


