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Safe Work Month 
October is Safe Work Month it is a national event that encourages all working Queenslanders to get involved in safety at their 

workplace, helping to reduce the incidence of 

death, injury and disease. 

The majority of working Queenslanders put in a 

hard day’s work and come home a little tired or 

dirty, but safe.  Tragically though, around 17 

Queenslanders die each year as a result of 

traumatic workplace incidents, and over 5000 suffer 

a permanent injury. These deaths and injuries carry 

with them a devastating and personal impact on 

workers and their families, with a significant 

financial cost to the Queensland community. 

Safe Work Month is the perfect time to remind 

people how they can continue to make Queensland 

workplaces safer.  Below are some statistics on 

workplace incidents in agriculture. 

cancancaneeenewsnewsnews   
CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd  Newsletter Edition 2015/38 Distributed: 2 October 2015 

Lawmakers push for 'meaningful' sugar market 
access in Trans-Pacific Partnership 
CANEGROWERS CEO Dan Galligan travelled on relatively short notice to Atlanta this week as part of a delegation with other 

industry representatives to progress the TPP trade negotiations that trade ministers have determined to conduct during the week. 

Warren Males CANEGROWERS Head of Economics has  admirably fulfilled this role as part of a whole of industry Australian 

Sugar Alliance agreement on trade work funded by QSL as agreed to under the ASA trade committee was unable to attend the 

negotiations. 

There is a strong chance that these negotiations may come to a conclusion at these meetings; having stayed the course on the 

TPP negotiations for nearly 2 years, it is very important that we remain resolute to the end. 

Some very recent Reuters and AFR press reports from Atlanta that contain significant news on sugar at the negotiations can be 

viewed by clicking here and here. 

http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/09/30/us-trade-tpp-sugar-idUSKCN0RU2VN20150930
http://www.afr.com/news/politics/andrew-robb-demands-us-tear-down-barriers-or-no-tpp-deal-20151001-gjz0pm
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Crush statistics 
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Harvest Management Update - Cane Burning 
Change 1st Oct - Crystal Elongation 
The group met last week for what will probably be the second last week meeting of the group for the 2015 harvest season. 

Safety 

As there has not been a meeting for five weeks there were many safety related incidents and activities that were reported and 

noted by meeting attendees. 

 Level crossing incidents at main cane rail crossing near Haughton river of which one was a vehicle colliding with the rear of 

the vehicle in front accident. 

 Transporters have been entering sidings while the loco is still shunting.  Wilmar officers have been working with operators to 

address this. 

 Bent axles and bearings on bins are concerning. 

 Two welds on the rail on Payards line have broken 

 Truck bin hook has been bending axles, truck was identified and operator has worked proactively on issue 

 Bins running out of siding onto mainline, Haul out operators need to be careful not to push bins out and sometimes loco crew 

forgets chocks, operators and growers are advised to let the relevant Wilmar Logistics Officer know if this happens.  

 A Haul out vehicle drove into a channel 

 Infield transporter operator’s arm was caught in elevator chain 

 Level crossing incidents are being dealt with by Police 

 A Car collided with flashing lights pole at a level crossing 

 The accident at Sheep Station creek has resulted in the driver being charged by police 

 The driver involved in the Cacciola Road accident is back in Mackay region recuperating and recovering well 

 There has been reports of Haul outs crossing unbroken white  traffic lines when entering the highway from farms, police 

have advised that they would be interested and may take action if they observe this. 

 Haul outs entering beach road from Chiverton terminus siding on Beach road were causing some alarm to motorists when 

there was a lifesavers event on.  

 WH&S have been conducting audits around the tipplers and feeding stations at all Burdekin Mill sites as part of industry wide 

project 

 Wilmar managers said that it is good to have an independent set of eyes to look and comment on what they do. 

 Inkerman will need more frequent stops of the weighbridge and tippler to allow for minor regular maintenance. This 

should not impact daily throughputs. 

Factory Performance 

Unscheduled stops 

 One of the pans at Pioneer Mill is underperforming which is to be addressed during the maintenance season. 

Cane Quality 

 Crystal elongation is becoming evident and there is a need to start paying attention to cane quality to avoid losing premium 

sugar payments. 

 Elongation affects fine grain and thus sugar quality. 

 Excessively dry cane due to the current weather and extended burnt periods could be the issue 

 There is a need to minimise stale cane and growers and harvest contractors are reminded; that as per the CSA, of 

the change to 1&1/2 day burns that is effective of 1st October. 

Season Finish 

The meeting reviewed the preliminary information presented by Wilmar that gives an indication of when crushing for the 2015 

season may be completed. 

Wilmar have notified their workforce last week of anticipated finish dates as required by their Enterprise Agreement. Current cal-

culations, factoring in an 8.27mt crop,  current mill performance and no weather interruptions, indicate finish dates for all mills in 

the first week of November. 
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Lower Burdekin Catchment Development Project 
update  
Following up from the story on page 6 of canenews edition 14 

August (click here) 

Queensland Government has commissioned this project in 

response to the growing demand to access water from the 

Burdekin Falls Dam and associated water distribution systems 

for the purpose of enabling appropriate and sustainable 

economic development and growth.  This includes water (surface 

and groundwater) associated with the Burdekin Falls Dam, 

Burdekin Haughton Water Supply Scheme and Lower Burdekin 

Water. 

The aim of the project is to identify how the existing water 

infrastructure and water resources can be better used.  Existing 

water allocations will remain unchanged as the focus is on 

identifying opportunities to make better use of water resources by increasing water allocation holder participation in the water 

market.  (Click here a Fact Sheet on the project) 

The Board of Canegrowers Burdekin met with Geoff Croke from PSI Delta at their August Board meeting. Geoff had been 

engaged to undertake  Part 1 of the seven part project which focused on Demand and Market Assessment.  This stage has now 

been completed and Geoff has delivered his report to the Queensland Government. 

The Queensland Government has engaged independent contractors, PwC and MWH to deliver Parts 2-7 of the project. 

Canegrowers Burdekin meet with Ruth Dow and Sean O’Meara from pwc and Dermont Greene from MWH on Wednesday to 

discuss our views on critical infrastructure and development sites in order to deliver on Parts 2-7 which will involve:  

Part 2 Source of Water – identification of how much surface water and groundwater is available to meet the demand identified in 

the Part 1 Demand and Market Analysis 

Part 3 Water Quality Assessment – an assessment of surface and groundwater quality and environmental considerations 

resulting from the use of additional water  

Part 4 Distribution Infrastructure and Supply Capacity Analysis – an assessment of existing infrastructure and available 

water to assess capacity to meet the identified demands  

Part 5 Infrastructure and Regulatory/Management Options Study – identification of infrastructure and regulatory/management 

options for improving efficiency and expanding water availability 

Part 6 Financial and Economic Analysis – an assessment of the commercial viability of water development options 

Part 7 Synthesis Report – an overarching report to bring together the major findings and recommendations from Parts 1 to 6. 

The entire project is due for completion by early 2016. 

Ruth Dow, Director PWC, Debra Burden, Phil Marano, Dermot Greene, 

Senior Delivery Manager Energy & Industry MWH,  

and Sean O’Meara, Director PWC 

The Dam is 

falling by 1% 

per month 

It is currently 

60.4% 

https://canegrowersburdekin.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/canenews-august-14-2015.pdf
http://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/resources/factsheet/regional/lower-burdekin-catchment-development-project-fact-sheet-opt.pdf
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Irrigation information on the BPS website 
The Burdekin Productivity Services (BPS) website (http://bps.net.au) has a wealth of information on the 

services BPS provides and improving productivity. Information on irrigation issues is filed under the Irrigation 

Information and Improve Productivity tabs.  

IRRIGATION INFORMATION PAGE  

Crop water use information  

Here you can find weekly crop water use information for representative crops 

growing at Ayr and Clare. The data is updated weekly (on a Friday) and shows 

how crops of different ages are using water and how frequently they need to be 

irrigated.  

Information sheets  

Water allocation information sheet with options for managing limited water allocations.  

Electrical conductivity conversion chart to quickly convert between different EC readings eg mS/cm to grains per gallon  

Calculators  

Irrigation application calculator - this excel spreadsheet based calculator can be used to calculate the volume of water being 

applied during irrigation using either the flow rate from the pump or the output of cups.  

EC conversion calculator – interactive conversion of EC units.  

Minipan calibration sheet – for recording and automatically calculating changes in crop growth measurements.  

IMPROVE PRODUCTIVITY (CROP NEEDS) PAGE  

Here you will find links to a range of information sheets from SRA covering the areas of irrigation, nutrition and weeds.  

COMING SOON  

Soil moisture monitoring probe data  

Growers will soon be able to access real time soil moisture 

monitoring data. Two probes (with another to follow) have been 

installed on local farms. One of these is on a Barratta clay and 

the other is on a delta clay loam with sandy subsoil. These 

probes will show the extraction of water at different depths in the 

soil profile and the effect of irrigation and rainfall on soil moisture 

levels. Soil temperature readings will also be available. 

Example of soil moisture graphs that will soon be available 

Update from Professor Roger Stone 

El Niño:  a more enhanced El Niño pattern, remains the 

background pattern, expected to persist through to autumn 

2016.  There appears to be increasing potential for this break 

to occur in autumn 2016 with the likelihood of a wetter than 

normal winter to follow.  
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MEDIA 
RELEASE 

Agricultural chemicals 
awareness 
The agricultural sector uses a variety of pesticides to protect 

plants, animals and agricultural products from harmful pests 

and diseases.  

It's important these chemicals are handled safely.  Workcover 

have produced the following video which is a great reminder on 

keeping farmers, workers and community safe. 

QFF welcome local management for SunWater 
irrigation schemes 
The Queensland Farmers’ Federation (QFF) has welcomed the move by the State Government to transfer ownership of the Eton, 

Emerald, St George and Theodore irrigation schemes to local hands. 

QFF President Joanne Grainger said this was a welcome reform by the state government that empowered local irrigators to better 

service their regions. 

“All four of the schemes fall within major intensive agricultural regions; the cotton and fruit growing regions of St George and 

Emerald, cotton growing around Theodore and the major sugar cane region in Eton in the Mackay area. 

“This announcement is a culmination of over 2 years of local, industry and Government cooperation and discussions in which QFF 

and their member organisations played a major role.” 

“We have particularly made an effort to ensure that the new State Government understands the importance of moving forward 

with the implementation of locally managed irrigation schemes.” 

“QFF remain committed to the transition of all eight SunWater distributions schemes across the state to local management as the 

best option to facilitate the development of a viable irrigation sector into the future.” 

“We hope that over the next 12 months the Burdekin-Haughton, Bundaberg, Lower Mary and Mareeba-Dimbulah channel 

irrigation schemes can too complete their investigations and be transitioned to local management.” 

“We look forward to working with the Queensland Government and our member organisations to ensure the success and viability 

of these locally managed irrigation schemes and assist in the transition of the remaining irrigation schemes.” 

“We commend the Government for taking this step in supporting locally managed viable agriculture into the future”. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUsJENJK524&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUsJENJK524&feature=youtu.be
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Festival of the rural 
woman 
Festival of THE Rural Woman is a completely FREE annual 

online event celebrating, inspiring and empowering  (THE) 

Thriving, Healing, Evolving rural women of the world! 

Run just like a face-to-face festival, with a stunningly diverse 

line up of rural women speakers, artists, entrepreneurs, 

healers, activists, farmers, community advocates, social 

change makers, practitioners, innovators and producers and 

positioned so that the final day falls on International Rural 

Women’s Day,  this event is a seriously epic opportunity for 

INSPIRATION, CONNECTION & EMPOWERMENT! 

The  focus is to provide rural women with a platform to share 

their voice, be heard and in turn, inspire others to do the same. 

It is aimed to call out scarcity and share the abundance in the 

rural landscape; human and environmental – celebrating all 

that is beautiful, rich and diverse in our shared rural 

community. With infinite wisdom to share; rural women are not 

only the heart of our communities, but the heart of our 

countries too. 

The mission is to empower thriving, healing and evolving 

rural women to bloom where they are planted! Festival of 

THE Rural Woman has an integral role to play in this mission.  

The festival will be held 12-15 October, click here to register. 

Women in Sugar tour 
mill 

Women in Sugar Burdekin recently had the opportunity to tour 

Inkerman Mill to gain a better understanding of the milling 

process and the newly formed Burdekin Cane Audit Services. 

Twenty members spent the morning with Colin Mclean,  

Production Manager at Inkerman mill and Christine Mann the 

Coordinator for Burdekin Cane Audit Services. The twenty 

attendees split into two groups with group 1 touring the factory 

to gain insight and knowledge about the milling process. This 

process is from the time the cane is supplied to the mill, 

crushing / milling process, sugar forming plus the sugar leaving 

site to be stored at sugar terminals ready for export. 

Group 2 started their tour at the weigh bridge and laboratory 

facility. Here they where shown the identification of farms with 

their cane and the start of the sampling process. Next stop was 

the laboratory to see how their cane and cane fibre is 

analysed, checked and recorded. 

Both groups had the opportunity to swap over and tour both 

areas. 

BPS AGM 
Burdekin Productivity Services held it annu-

al general meeting on the 25 August at the 

Ayr showgrounds. 

The Chairman presented the five strategic goals of BPS: 

1. Minimise pest and disease pressure 

2. Deliver a wide ranging extension service 

3. Participate in industry and externally funded projects 

4. Sound corporate governance and fiscal planning 

5. IT systems and data storage to assist growers 

To view the presentation click here. 

http://www.festivaloftheruralwoman.com/
http://bps.net.au/cms/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/AGM-2015-Presentation.pdf
http://bps.net.au/cms/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/AGM-2015-Presentation.pdf
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Cane train collisions 
With three vehicles colliding with cane trains in the Burdekin 

and more happening recently in other districts, the beginning of 

safe work month is a good time to remind people to take care 

near train crossings. 

Great Barrier Reef 
Clean-up 17-25 October  
This October, don’t let your litter bug our Reef – join volunteers 
from across Queensland in the Great Barrier Reef Clean-up 
and help reduce marine debris in the Great Barrier Reef 
lagoon. 

The Great Barrier Reef Clean-up is delivered by the Great 
Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority with funding through Reef 
Trust and in partnership with the Australian Marine Debris 
Initiative, Tangaroa Blue Foundation, Eco Barge and local 
Reef Guardian Councils. 

What is marine debris? 

Marine debris is rubbish or litter that finds its way into the 
marine environment. Plastic is the most common type of 
marine debris found on beaches in the Great Barrier Reef. This 
is consistent with worldwide studies which have found plastics 
make up 50 to 90 per cent of the number of all debris items 
recorded. 

Both the Great Barrier Reef Outlook Report 2014 and strategic 
assessment outlined issues associated with marine debris. 
According to the Outlook Report common items of marine 
debris found within the Region are plastic bags, discarded 
fishing gear, plastic and glass bottles, rubber thongs, aerosols 
and drink cans. 

Marine debris can harm marine life, pose a navigational hazard 
and smother coral. Turtles and dugongs can become 
entangled in marine debris like nets, or ingest marine debris 
such as small plastic pieces and bags when they mistake them 
for food. Plastic can also absorb other potentially toxic 
chemicals. 

Why hold a clean-up? 

Taking part in the Great Barrier Reef Clean-up will help reduce 
debris entering the Reef lagoon in your region and raise 
awareness about marine debris issues in your local 
community. 

The data collected from the clean-ups will be analysed and 
entered into the Australian Marine Debris database to help 
create a comprehensive overview of the quantity and types of 
marine debris found along the Australian coastline and start to 
identify trends over time. It enables hot spots to be identified 
along the Great Barrier Reef as well as type and origin of the 
rubbish collected to help create source reduction plans with the 
local community and government. 

When and where are the events? 

The Great Barrier Reef Clean-up kicks off in Townsville on 17 
October as part of the Celebrate the Reef community day. 
More clean-ups will occur the following weekend at Alva Beach 
on the 24 October.  Register for the Alva Beach clean up here. 

How sugarcane could 
help to treat diabetes 
sufferers 

Trials of a new treatment are showing remarkable promise for 

diabetes sufferers – and it’s because of an unlikely source – 

sugarcane. 

Watch the Channel 7 news story here. 

http://www.tangaroablue.org/event-list/event/285-great-barrier-reef-clean-up-qld.html
https://au.news.yahoo.com/a/29659515/how-sugarcane-could-help-to-treat-diabetes-sufferers/
https://au.news.yahoo.com/a/29659515/how-sugarcane-could-help-to-treat-diabetes-sufferers/
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CANEGROWERS Queensland … taking up the 
fight on all issues affecting cane farmers  

For the week ending 30 September 2015 

Global Sugar Alliance 
 CANEGROWER has met with Global Sugar Alliance members from the major sugar exporting nations around the world in 

Sao Paolo, Brazil, last week to tackle a multitude of issues impacting on the global sugar industry currently.  

Transport 
 CANEGROWERS met with TMR to discuss the measurement of the trial notice for 3.5m to 4.0m width ag vehicles. The 

assessment will be around changes to safety statistics, road damage, operator compliance with the conditions, the 

commercial benefits etc. The results will be used to determine future access options. 

Data hub 
 CANEGROWERS attended the first consultative committee meeting for the SRA funded project which will investigate a single 

industry data hub for paddock and productivity information aimed mostly at research needs. There will be regional meetings 

in November and December 2015. District CANEGROWERS managers have already been informed of this by the project 

team. 

Reef scorecard 
 The Report Card 2014 was released last week and assessed the combined results of all Reef Plan actions up to June 2014, 

relative to the baseline year of 2009.  It reports on management practices, catchment indicators, catchment loads and marine 

indicators.  For the first time, the sugarcane management practice data were based on estimates of the area of land using 

best practice systems (as defined by the reef water quality framework), rather than the number of growers who have adopted 

improved practices.  This makes comparison with previous reports difficult.  In any case, the report portrays relatively low use 

of best practice systems especially for nutrient management.  CANEGROWERS believes the methods used to derive 

practice data are very likely to undervalue and understate the practices of the majority of sugarcane growers.  Two of the 

main issues to be explored with the Queensland Government are the source of the data (believed to be restricted to growers 

applying for reef funding) and the lack of alignment of industry BMP with reef water quality best practices, especially with 

respect to nutrient management. 

Smartcane BMP 
 45% of total sugarcane area is registered in the Smartcane 

BMP (30% of Queensland’s growers represent).   

 36% of total sugarcane area has completed self-assessment 

in the 3 core modules (24% of Queensland growers). 

 19 growers accredited in the 3 core BMP modules, with 

another 5 under review. 

Terry Granshaw 

0437 553 149 

tgranshaw@bps.net.au 

Cane growers protecting 

and respecting our reef  … 

the greatest reef in the world 
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Pricing information 

Growers can monitor QSL pool performance via the Price Pool Matrices 

published on the QSL website (www.qsl.com.au). This information is updated 

regularly and provides a sense of how the QSL-managed pools are performing 

over the current season.   

  Gross $/Tonne IPS     

Net 

2015 Season $401 $381 

2016 Season $417 $397 

2017 Season $440 $420 

Estimated QSL 2015 Pool Prices 

As at 11 September 2015 

 $/Tonne IPS 

GROSS 

QSL Harvest Pool $365 

QSL Actively Managed Pool $384 

QSL Guaranteed Floor Pool $405 

QSL US Quota Pool $713 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2015 $426 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2015 $440 

QSL 2-season Forward Pool 2016 $424 

QSL 3-season Forward Pool 2016 $430 

2015 Season Advances & Payments 

as at 10 September 2015 

* paid 

The Advance Program is a guide only. CANEGROWERS Burdekin takes no 

responsibility for its accuracy.  It only applies to growers who did not forward 

price for 2013 (the default method).  Growers who have forward priced for 

2013 will be paid the same percentage of their final expected proceeds.  For 

individual advance rates check your grower forecast on the Wilmar website.  

  
$/tonne IPS 

% estimated 

return 

Initial * $227   

20 August 15* $243   

22 October 15 $259   

17 December 15 $277   

21 January 16 $282 80.0% 

18 February 16 $290 82.5% 

17 March 16 $300 85.0% 

21 April 16 $308 87.5% 

19 May 16 $317 90.0% 

23 June 16 $335 95.0% 

Final Payment $352 100% 

Waterfind Burdekin 

Haughton WSS Water 

Market Summary  

Allocations 

Dam Storage 

The above information is provided by Waterfind.  The 

information provided is of a general nature only and must not 

be relied upon in substitution for professional advice. 

Waterfind accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, 

completeness or timeliness of any information provided. For 

more information click here. 

Wilmar Indicative Future Sugar Prices 

as at 2 October 2015 

http://bit.ly/Waterfind
http://bit.ly/Waterfind
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As at 2 October 2015 

Kingsman Conference Recap 
By QSL Treasurer Stephen Stone 

Sugar producers, traders and refiners from around the world gathered in New Delhi this week for 
the annual Kingsman India Conference. QSL Treasurer Stephen Stone shares some of the key 
themes from the conference. 

QSL was once again a speaker at this event, with our Operations GM Damian Ziebarth presenting on the outlook for Australian 
sugar.  Not surprisingly, Brazil and the Brazilian currency dominated discussions following historic lows and expectations the Real 
could slip further against the US Dollar in coming months.  This means even at lower ICE 11 prices, Brazilian sugar producers 
continue to secure very competitive returns. 

Other points of interest from the conference included: 

 While Brazilian farmers’ returns respond quickly to the Real’s fall, it takes much longer for the impacts of higher inputs, such 

as fertiliser, to flow through to producers. 

 The Brazilian Government has announced a 6% gasoline price increase, coinciding nicely with a stronger sugar market – 

leading to further price strength (tempered by the negative of a 4% diesel price increase to the producers and freight 
participants). 

 The Brazilian ethanol mix has been higher initially expected. 

 At this stage there are no predictions for the Brazilian crop to grow much past this year’s level.  

 While the Indian crop is looking good, it is likely to be affected by dry conditions associated with the El Nino weather system.   

 There was general consensus that the global sugar market is headed toward a deficit of between 2-6 million tonnes, 

depending on the differing analysts’ calculations.  

 This sentiment was perhaps further support by comments by conference organiser Jonathan Kingsman was quoted as 

saying that “all the bad news is out” and raw sugar prices should rise in the near future. 

So what does QSL make of it all?  

In general, we feel it is positive news but we’re not out of the woods yet. Current market strength is really a reflection of factors 
that have been present for some time. We are heading into a deficit market and current weather conditions are increasingly likely 
to increase this deficit and bring it forward, while the behaviour of Indian stocks and a volatile macro environment remain the 
major hurdles.   

QSL believes the markets are looking favourable for Australian producers, with sugar prices having found a base and the 
Australian dollar still vulnerable to US strength and weaker commodity prices (65 cents Q1 2016). 

QSL Annual General Meeting 

QSL’s 2015 Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held at 2pm on Friday, 23 October. 

The meeting will be held at the Christie Conference Centre, 320 Adelaide Street, Brisbane.   

QSL Chairman Guy Cowan and QSL CEO and Managing Director Greg Beashel will both speak on the day and provide updates 
on important issues and initiatives for the business.  

Growers who would like to submit a question to be addressed at the AGM can do so through their local QSL Grower 
Representative Member or by emailing legal@qsl.com.au. 

mailto:legal@qsl.com.au
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Is your cane farm for sale? 
 

Why not advertise it in canenews for just  

$25.00 per week  

 

Phone Tiffany on 4790 3600  

for more information 

Landcare Meeting 

Tuesday 6th October 

5.00pm 

John Hy Peake Room 

Burdekin Shire Council 

DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

 

CANEGROWERS 

Burdekin AGM, 

Thursday 5 November, 

5.30pm @  

CANEGROWERS Hall, 

68 Tenth Street Home 

Hill 

@BurdekinCANE 

CANEGROWERS Burdekin Ltd 

www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au 

Would you like 

to advertise in 

canenews? 

Email 
bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

to receive more 

information 

https://twitter.com/burdekincane
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Canegrowers-Burdekin-Limited/365513130247968?ref=hl
http://www.canegrowersburdekin.com.au
mailto:bdk@canegrowers.com.au
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QFF & 
NFF 

Updates 

CANEGROWERS 

is an active 

member of 

National Farmers’ 

Federation (NFF) 

and Queensland 

Farmers 

Federation 

(QFF) , a 

partnership 

through which we 

have been able to 

concentrate and 

leverage 

influence in areas 

of importance to 

the cane 

industry.  As part 

of a range of 

services, NFF & 

QFF provides a 

range of 

information, 

including weekly 

cross-commodity 

updates.   

QFF 10 things to know 
1. QFF's Energy Savers Plus program is LIVE. Stay up to date with events, case studies and 

online resources to assist farmers in reducing energy costs.   

2. QFF have put together a land use and economic planning blueprint in the form of the ‘Planning 
for Healthy Agriculture’ toolkit. Download Part1 & Part2   

3. See QFF President Joanne Grainger's column 'Enough of Canberra, more for regional 
Queensland'.   

4. The Brisbane international Garden Show is under two weeks away. The event is being 
managed and coordinated by QFF industry member NGIQ.   

5. The State & Federal Government have released combined funding for the Queensland Feral 
Pest Initiative. QFF helped develop the initiative's guidelines along with Industry and 
Government.    

6. QFF member Canegrowers have responded to the latest Reef scorecard by stating 40% of the 
cane area in Qld now in the Smartcane BMP program.   

7. QFF member Cotton Australia is running a series of pre-season WHS workshops to be held at 
Dalby and Brookstead. Registration is essential.   

8. Federal Government grant applications are open for Round 2 of the $50million Rural Research 
and Development (R&D) for Profit Programme.    

9. Bundaberg region farmers can now bring clean trickle tape to the tip for free to be recycled. 

10. Technology developed at UQ Gatton campus could revolutionise the electricity industry leading 
to a cheaper, more reliable source of energy in drought-affected areas.  

NFF Update 
China FTA Update 
As part of ongoing advocacy efforts, the NFF has written to all Parliamentarians this week urging 
support for the China FTA. The correspondence follows the introduction of China FTA legislation into 
Parliament last week. The letter spoke about the huge benefits under the agreement, and the need 
to ratify the agreement this calendar year.  

 A report on the bill from the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties (JSCOT) is due on October 12, 
and is anticipated to enter the Senate on November 9, following the scheduling of estimates 
hearings. Most recently, Prime Minister Turnbull has agreed to talks with Labor leader Bill Shorten 
on the FTA, although a date for the meeting has not yet been set.  

 Trans-Pacific Partnership Talks 
NFF President Brent Finlay and Deputy CEO Tony Mahar will be attending the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership talks in Atlanta, Georgia next week. A number of industry representatives will be in 
attendance to provide advice to officials and ministers on the key issues concerning their sectors.  

 The US will be hosting the TPP Trade Ministers from September 30th – October 1st preceded by a 
meeting of TPP Chief Negotiators from September 26th – 29th. Trade Ministers and negotiators last 
met in July and have been making progress toward resolving the limited number of outstanding 
issues.  

 New Turnbull Ministry 
The NFF has this week congratulated the newly appointed Turnbull Ministry. In agriculture, the NFF 
has welcomed incoming Assistant Minister Senator Anne Ruston to the Minister for Agriculture, 
Barnaby Joyce MP. The NFF took the opportunity to thank Richard Colbeck for his work as Parl Sec 
for Agriculture and welcomed his transition to Assistant Minister for Trade and Investment. 

 The NFF acknowledged the reappointment of Warren Truss, Julie Bishop, Andrew Robb, Greg Hunt 
and Peter Dutton to their respective Ministerial portfolios, ensuring continuity of knowledge and 
expertise in key areas affecting the agricultural sector.  

There were also portfolio changes in critical agricultural policy areas, including Scott Morrison as 
Treasurer; Christopher Pyne as Industry, Innovation and Science Minister; Josh Frydenberg as 
Minister for Resources, Energy and Northern Australia; Mitch Fifield as Communications Minister; 
and Kelly O’Dwyer as Small Business Minister. 

 NFF also welcomed Michaelia Cash as Minister for Employment; Simon Birmingham as Minister for 

Education and Training; Fiona Nash as Rural Health Minister and Christian Porter as Minister for 

Social Services – portfolios that play a major role in ensuring sustainable agriculture communities. 
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Contact Us 

HEAD OFFICE 

141 Young Street, Ayr 

bdk@canegrowers.com.au 

Office Hours Mon - Thurs: 9am - 5pm   

Fri:  9am - 3pm                                                                                                    

4790 3600  PROJECT & TRAINING CENTRE  

CANEGROWERS Hall,  

68 Tenth Street, Home Hill 

 

Debra Burden General Manager 0417 709 435 

4790 3603 

Wayne Smith Manager: Member Services 0428 834 802 

4790 3604 

Michelle Andrews 

JP (Qual) 

Manager: Finance & Admin 4790 3602 

Tiffany Giardina Payroll & Administration 4790 3601 

Martine Bengoa Insurance Consultant 4790 3605 

0408 638 518 

Email address:  firstname_lastname@canegrowers.com.au 

DIRECTORS  

Phil Marano 

Chair 

marano@bigpond.com 0404 004 371 

David Lando 

Deputy Chair 

david@landoandsons.com.au 0417 770 345 

Russell Jordan jorfar@exemail.com.au 0427 768 479 

Owen Menkens owen_menkens@hotmail.com 0409 480 179 

Steven Pilla mpbella@bigpond.com.au 0417 071 861 

Roger Piva rogerdpiva@gmail.com 0429 483 815 

Sib Torrisi sibbyt58@bigpond.com 0429 827 196 

Arthur Woods artywoods1@bigpond.com 0415 961 945 

canenews  is read by the majority of Burdekin cane 

farmers and their families in the Burdekin.  Copies 

are also circulated to all CANEGROWERS Offices, 

businesses, industry, politicians, Government 

Agencies and members of the community. 
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CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited 

 

ABN:    43 114 632 325 

Postal Address:   PO Box 933,  AYR  QLD  4807 

Telephone:   (07) 4790 3600 

Facsimile:   (07) 4783 4914 

Email:    bdk@canegrowers.com.au 
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to the above. 

Disclaimer 

In this disclaimer a reference to “CBL ”, “we”, “us” or “our” 

means CANEGROWERS Burdekin Limited and our 

directors, officers, agents and employees. This newsletter 

has been compiled in good faith by CBL . Although we do 

our very best to present information that is correct and 

accurate, we make no warranties, guarantees or 

representations about the suitability, reliability, currency or 

accuracy of the information we present in this newsletter, 

for any purposes. 

Subject to any terms implied by law and which cannot be 

excluded, we accept no responsibility for any loss, 

damage, cost or expense incurred by you as a result of 

the use of, or reliance on, any materials and information 

appearing in this newsletter. You, the user, accept sole 

responsibility and risk associated with the use and results 

of the information appearing in this newsletter, and you 

agree that we will not be liable for any loss or damage 

whatsoever (including through negligence) arising out of, 

or in connection with the use of this newsletter. We 

recommend that you contact CBL before acting on any 

information provided in this newsletter. 

Burdekin Cane Auditors—Workplace Coordinators 

Site Name Email Phone 

Inkerman Vicki Lewis vicki@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 1020 

Kalamia Ray Collinson ray@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4783 0319 

Pioneer Geraldine Cantarella geraldine@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 5346 

Invicta Mark Saunders mark@burdekincaneaudit.com.au 4782 9153 


